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V IT A L  STA TISTIC S O F  TO W N S IN  CE Y LO N  IN  T H E  
. M O N TH  OF O CTO BER, 1916.

REPORT OP THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T his r e p o r t  d e a ls  w ith  th e  V ita l S ta t is t ic s  o f  th e  33 p r in c ip a l to w n s  in  th e  I s la n d  p r o c la im e d  u n d e r  s e c t io n s  3 1 -3 6  

o f  th e  O rd in a n c e  N o .  1 o f  1895.
Births.

2. T h e  b ir th s  n u m b e r e d  1,431 (7 3 5  m a le s  a n d  698  fe m a le s ), a n d  w e re  e q u a l t o  a n  a n n u a l r a t e  o f  2 8 -0 2  p e r  1 ,000 
a g a in st 2 6 '1 2  in  th e  p r e ce d in g  m o n th , 2 4 -5 7  in  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r , a n d  2 7 -8 2  th e  a v e ra g e  o f  th e  
co rr e s p o n d in g  m o n th s  s in c e  1903. T h e  ra te  r a n g e d  fr o m  1 0 -2 2  in  N u w a r a  E l iy a  t o  1 2 0 *4 0  in  K a im u n a i— an  
a b n o r m a lly  h ig h  ra te  f o r  th is  t o w n , a g a in s t  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  46" 30 .

3 . I n  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o  th e  b ir th s  n u m b e r e d  489  (2 3 8  m a les  a n d  261  fe m a le s ), a n d  w e r e  e q u a l t o  a n  a n n u a l rate® 
o f  2 2 -2 5  p e r  1 ,000 , a g a in st 19  42 in  th e  p r e c e d in g  m o n th , 2 0 -0 5  in  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r , a n d  2 3 -7 7  th e  
a v era g e  o f  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m o n th s  s in c e  1908. T h e  ra te  r a n g e d  fr o m  1 4 -2 8  in K o l lu p i t iy a  t o  3 5 * 2 8  in  W e l la w a t ta .

Deaths.
4. T h e  t o t a l  d e a th s  re g is te re d  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  n u m b e r e d  1 ,6 0 8  (871  m a le s  a n d  737  fe m a le s ). T h e r e  w ere  1 ,282  

d e a th s  o f  re s id e n ts , e q u iv a le n t  t o  a n  a n n u a l r a te  o f  2 7 * 3 8  p er  1 ,000 , a g a in st  2 8 * 3 4  in  th e  p r e c e d in g  m o n th , 2 4 * 0 4  in  th e  
c o r re s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la st y e a r ,  a n d  2 7 -7 3  th e  a v era g e  f o r  th e  m o n th  o f  O c t o b e r  in  e a ch  y e a r  s in ce  1908. T h e  ra te  
ra n g ed  fr o m  5 1 -7 6  in  M a ta la  t o  6 -2 8  in  N u w a r a  E l iy a .

5 . I n  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o  th e  d e a th s  n u m b e r e d  593 (3 2 9  m a le s  a n d  2 6 4  fe m a le s ). T h e r e  w e re  530  d e a th s  o f  
re s id en ts , e q u iv a le n t  t o  a n  a n n u a l ra te®  o f  27 "9 8  p e r  1 ,000 , a g a in st  2 6 '8 4  in  th e  p r e c e d in g  m o n th , 2 5  "71 in  th e  
co rr e s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la st y e a r , a n d  2 8 -2 8  th e  a v e ra g e  fo r  th e  m o n th  o f  O c t o b e r  in  e a ch  y e a r  s in ce  1908. T h e  ra te  
ra n g e d  fr o m  3 4 - 70 in  S a n  S e b a s t ia n  t o  7 "06  in  K o llu p it iy a .

6. S t illb ir th s  n u m b e r e d  118 (7 4  m a le s  a n d  4 4  fem a le s ), a g a in st  8 9  in  th e  p r e c e d in g  m o n th ;

Infantile Mortality.
7. T h e  in fa n tile  m o r ta lity  w a s  e q u a l to  a  r a te  o f  2 2 4  p e r  1 ,000 b ir th s  r e g is te re d  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  e n d e d  O c t o b e r  

31, 1910. R e c k o n e d  o n  th e b ir th s  re g is te red  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  o n ly  th e  r a to  w a s  2 1 2 , a g a in st  2 5 0  in  th e  p r e ce d in g  m o n th , 
221  in  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r ,  a n d  2 4 4  th e  a v era g e  o f  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m o n th s  s in c e  1908.

8. I n  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o  th e  in fa n tile  m o r ta lity  w a s  231  p e r  1 ,000 b ir th s  re g is te red  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  en d e d  
O c t o b e r  3 1 , 1916. T a k in g  o n ly  th e  b ir th s  re g is te red  d u rin g  th e  m o n th  th e  ra te  w a s  215 , a g a in s t  245 in  th e  p r e c e d in g  
m o n th , 2 7 8  in  th e  co rre s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r ,  a n d  286 th e  a v e ra g e  o f  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m o n th s  s in c e  1808.

Causes of Death.
9. T h e  h ig h e s t  m o r ta lity  w a s  fr o m  P neum onia , t o  w h ich  11 p e r  ce n t , o f  th e  to ta l  d e a th s  w a s  d u e , 9 p e r  ce n t , 

e a ch  w ere  d u e  t o  D ebility  a n d  Phthisis, 8  p o r  c e n t , t o  Convulsions, 7 p e r  c e n t ,  t o  Diarrhoea, 4  p e r  c e n t ,  e a c h  to  
Anchylostom iasis  a n d  D ysentery, 3 p e r  ce n t , e a c h  t o  E nteritis  a n d  B ronchitis, 2  p e r  ce n t , e a c h  to  M alaria , Bright's  
D isease  a n d  N ep hritis, M alaria l Cachexia, P uerperal Sepliesem ia, a n d  E nteric Fever, a n d  1 p e r  c e n t , t o  Tetanus.

10. I n  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o  th e  h ig h e s t  m o r ta lit y  w a s  fr o m  Phthisis, w h ic h  c a u se d  12 p o r  c e n t , o f  t h e  t o t a l  
n u m b e r  o f  d e a th s , 11 p e r  c e n t ,  w e re  d u e  t o  Pneum onia, 9 p e r  ce n t , to  Convulsions, 6  p e r  c e n t , t o  D ebility , 5  p e r  c e n t ,  to  
Enteritis, 4  p o r  c e n t ,  t o  Diarrhoea, 3 p e r  c e n t , t o  D ysentery, 2  p e r  c e n t ,  e a ch  to  B ronchitis  a n d  Enteric F ever ,  a n d  I  p e r  
cen t, e a c h  t o  B right's D isease  a n d  P uerperal Septicaemia. T w e n ty -o n e  d e a th s  f r o m  Plague  w e r e  r e g is te r e d  in  th e  c i t y ,  
th e  sa m e  as  in  th e  p r e c e d in g  m o n th , a g a in s t  23 in  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r .

11. In fectiou s D iseases reported .— T h e  m o s t  p r e v a le n t in fe c t io u s  d isease  d u r in g  th e m o n th  w a s  M ea sles, o f  w h ich  
239 ca ses  w ere  r e p o r te d  (150 in C o lo m b o , 4 8  in  T r in c o m a le e , 21 in  A n u ra d h a p u ra , 9  in  K a n d y ) ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  P hthisis  95 
(7 4  in  C o lo m b o , 8  in  G a llo ), Enteric F ever  53 (3 2  in  C o lo m b o , 6 ea ch  in  M o r a tu w a  a n d  G a lle ) , C hickenpox 50  (1 7  in  
C o lo m b o , 9 in  K a n d y ,  6 in N u w a r a  E l iy a , 6  in  J a ffn a ). P lague  2 5  (in  C o lo m b o ),  Continued F ever  17 (7  in  C o lo m b o , 5  in  
M o ra tu w a ), D ysentery  10 (9  in  M o r a tu w a ) , M u m p s 5 (3  in  C o lo m b o  a n d  2  in  K a n d y ) ,  W hooping Cough  2  (1  in  K a n d y  
a n d  1 in  B a t t ic a lo a ) ,  a n d  Sm allpox 2 ( in  J a ffn a ).

Meteorology.
12. R ainfall.— R a tn a p u r a  r e co rd e d  th e  h ig h e s t  ra in fa ll (1 4 -3 5  in ch e s ), f o l lo w e d  b y  G a lle  (1 2 -6 4  in c h e s ) . I n  the 

o th e r  to w n s  th e  r a in fa ll ra n g ed  fr o m  1 2 -5 6  in ch es  in  H a t t o n  a n d  D ik o y a  t o  1 * 5 1  in ch e s  in  H a m b a n t o t a .  C b lom b o  
r e co rd e d  3 -2 5  in ch es .

13. Tem perature .— T h e  m e a n  te m p e ra tu re  v a r ie d  fr o m  60-2®  in  N u w a r a  E l iy a  t o  83 -3 ®  in  T r in c o m a le e , a n d  w as 
80 ■ 3® in  C o lo m b o .

14. F o r  d e ta ile d  s ta t is t ic s , see T a b le s  I .  a n d  I I .  f o r  a ll  to w n s , a n d  T a b le s  I I I .  a n d  I V .  f o r  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o , 
in  th e  A p p e n d ix .

R e g is tra r -G e n e ra l’ s  O ffice , W ■ L .  K iu debSley ,
C o lo m b o , N o v e m b e r  2 2 , 1916. Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &c., not assignableto wards.
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