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No. 6,839 — FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1916.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
. MONTH OF OCTOBER, 1918.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

TH1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. '
_ Births.

2. The births numbered 1,431 (735 males and 696 females), and were equal to an annual rate of 28-02 per 1,000
against 2612 in the preceding month, 2457 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27-82 the average of the
corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 10-22 in- Nuwara Eliya to 120°40 in Kalmunai—an
abnormally high rata for this town, against an average of 46'30. i :

3. In the city of Colombo the births numbered 489 (238 males and 251 females), and were equal to an annual rate®
of 2225 per 1,000, against 1942 in the precedirfg month, 20°05 in the corresponding month of last year, and 2377 the
average of the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 14-28 in Kollupitiya to 35-28 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.

4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,608 (871 males and 737 females). - There were 1,282
deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 2738 per 1,000, against 2834 in the preceding month, 24:04 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 2773 the average for the month of October in each year since 1908. The rate .
ranged from 5176 in Matale to 628 in Nuwara Eliya. i

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered £93 (329 males and 264 females). There were 530 deaths of
vesidents, equivalont to an annual rate®* of 27-98 per 1,000, against 26°84 in the preceding month, 25°71 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 2828 the average for the month of October in each year since 1908. The rate
ranged from 34° 70 in San Sebastian to 7-86 in Kollupitiya.

6. Stillbirths numbered 118 (74 males and 44 fomales), against 89 in the preceding month.

Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile mortality was equal to a rate of 224 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended October
31, 1916. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 212, against 250 in the preceding month,
221 in the corresponding month of last year, and 244 the average of the corresponding months since 1908.

8. In the city of Colombo the infantile mortality was 231 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended
October 31, 1916. Tu.king only the births registered during the month the rate was 215, against 245 in the preceding
month, 278 in the corresponding month of last year, and 286 the average of the corresponding months since 1908.

Causes of Death.

9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 11 per cent. of the total deaths was due, 9 per cent.
each were due to Debility and Phthisis, 8 per cent. to Conwvulsions, T per cent. to Diarriicea, 4 per cent. each to
Anchylostomiasis and Dysentery, 3 per cent. each to Enteritis and Bronchitis, 2 per cent. each to Malaria, Bright s
Disease and Nephritis, Malarial Cachexia, Puerperal Septicemia, and Enteric Fever, and 1 per cent. to Tetanus.

10. In the city of Colombo the highest mor*ality was from Phthisis, which caused 12 per cent. of the total
number of deaths, 11 per cent. were due to Pneumonia, 9 per cent. to Convulsions, 8 per cent. to Debility, 5 per cent. to
Enderitis, 4 poer cent. to Diarrhea, 3 por cent. to Dysentery, 2 per cent. each to Bronchitis and Enteric Fever, and 1 per
cent. each to Bright's Disease and Puerperal Septicemia. Twenty-one deaths from Plague were registered in the city,
the same as in the preccding month, against 23 in the corresponding month of last year.

11. Infectious Discases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Measles, of which
239 cases were reported (150 in Colorabo, 48 in Trincomalee, 2! in Anuradhapura, 9 in Kandy), followed by Phthisis 95
(74 in Colombo, 8 in Galle), Enteric Fever 53 (32 in Colombo, 6 each in Moratuwa and Galle), Chickenpox 50 (17 in
Colombo, 9 in Kandy, 8 in Nuwara Eliva, 6 in Jaffna). Plague 25 (in Colombo), Continued Fever 17 (7 in Colombo, § in
Moratuwa), Iiysentery 10 (9 in Moratuwa!, Mumps & (3 in Colombo and 2 in Kandy), Whooping Cough 2 (1 in Kandy
and 1 in Batticaloa), and Smalipoz 2 (in J=fina). ,

Meteorology.

12. Rainfall—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (14°35 inches), followed by Galle (12-64 inches). In the
other towns the rainfall ranged from 1256 inches in Hatton and Dikoya to 1°51 inches in Hambantota. Colombo
recorded 3°25 inches. - )

13. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 60°2° in Nuwara Eliya to 83°3° in Trincomalee, and was
80°3° in Colombo. , ) . ’ :

. 14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables ITII. and IV. for the city of Colombo, .
in the Appendix. ’ : ’ . .

Registrar-General's Office, . ‘W. L. KINDERSLEY,
Colombo, November 22, 1916. . - Registrar-General.

‘o 1.‘;‘sThe city-rabe is worked differently from the ward-rates, anrd takea into account hospital events, &c., not agsignable
wards. -
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Table 1V.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of October, 1916, in each Ward and of each Race in the City of Colombo.
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* These were due to Atelectasis. . ) .
1 This iucludes 3 from Rickets, 3 from Syphilis, 2 from Stomatitis, 1 from Plague, 1 from Parotitis, 1 from Improper Feeding, 1 from Worms, and 1 from Want of Breast Millk.



Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of October, 1916, in each Ward and of each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.
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* Here are included 36 from Senility, 20 from Worms, 10 from Debility, and 10 from Paralysis.

H, M. RICHARDS, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.



