SUPPLEMENT

TO THE

(!Izglmt Government Gageite

PART L

No. 6,851 — FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1917,

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1916.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
Tr1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 83 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-368

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895,
. Births.

2. The births numbered 1,600 (791 males and 809 females), and were equal to an annual rate of 31°32 per 1,000,
against 33°04 in the preceding month, 2722 in the corresponding month of lagh year, and 28-81 the average of the
corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 1209 in Vavuniya to 69°27 in Badulla.

8. In the dity of Colombo the births numbered §32 (267 males and 265 females), and were equal to an annual rate*
of 24-21 per 1,000, against 2619 in the preceding month, 2239 in the corresponding month of last year, and 24-27 the
sverage of the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 6°96 in Kollupitiys to 30+ 14 in Wellawatta.

Deaths,

4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,680 (933 males and 747 females). There were 1,402
deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 2992 per 1,000, against 28-20 in the preceding month, 2588 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 3437 the average for the month of December in each year since 1908. The rate
ranged from 82°06 in Vavuniya to 4°48 in Nuwara Eliya.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 622 (852 males and 270 females). There were 567 deaths of
regidents, equivalent to ap annual rate* of 29°93 per 1,000, against 28-80 in the preceding month, 24-02 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 3431 the average for the month of December in each year since 1908. The rate
ranged from 2940 in Wellawatta to 8'38 in Kollupitiya.

6. Stillbirths numbered 109 (61 males and 48 fernales), against 101 in the preceding month.

Infantile Mortality. .

7. Theinfantile mortality was equal to a rate of 285 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended the last day of
December, 1916. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 251, against 221 in the preceding
month, 210 in the corresponding month of last year, and 312 the average of the corresponding months since 1908,

8. In the city of Colombo the infantile mortality was 300 per 1,000 births registered during the ysar ended
Decerber 81, 1916. Reclkoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 265, against 228 in the pre-
ceding month, 188 in the corresponding month of last year, and 860 the average for the month of December in each year
since 1908.

Causes of Death.

9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 12 per cent. of the total deaths was due, 9 per cent,
were due to Conwvulsions, 8 per cent. each to Phthisis and Debility, 6 per cont. to Diarrhaa, 4 per cent. each to
Anchylostomiasis and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 3 per cent. each to Lnleritis, Prematurity, and Dysentery, 2 per
cent. each to Bronchitis, Bright's Disease, and Nephritis, and Puerperal Septicemia, and 1 per cent. each t5 Tetanus,
BEnteric Fever, and Anzmia.

10. In the city of Colombo the highest mortality was also from Preumonia, to which 14 per cont. of the deaths
was due, Phthisis caused 13 per cent. of the total deaths, Debility and Convulsions 8 por cent. each, Enteritis 5 par
cent., Bright's Diséase and Nephritis 3 per cent., Prematurity, Bronchitis, Puerperal Septiczemia, and Enteric Fever, 2 per
cent. each, and Dysentery and Anchylostomiasis 1 per cent. each. Twenty-three deaths from Plague were registered in
the city, against 15 in the previous month, and 14 in the corresponding month of last year.

1}, Infectious Diseases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Measles, of which
198 cases were reported (145 in Colombo, 21 in Ratnapura, 17 in Trincomalee), followed by OChicken-por 168 (80 in
Colombo, 46 in Kandy, 13 in Galle, 12 in Hatton and Dikoya), Phthisis 89 (79 in Colombo, 5 in Galle), Enteric Fever
81 (29 in Colombo, 7 in Moratuwa, 6 in Galle), Smallpox 42 (in Jaffna), Plague 32 (31 in Colombo, and 1 in Hatton and
Dikoya), Continued Fever 11 (7 in Kandy), Mumps 5 (2 in Colombo, 2 in Badulla), Dysentery 2 (in Moratuws), Diarrhea
1 (in Galle), and Diphtheria 1 (in Galle).
] Meteorology.

12. Rainfoll.—Mullaittivu recorded the highest rainfall (7-83 inches), followed by Batticaloa (772 inches). Inthe
other townps the rainfall ranged from 661 inches in Puttalam to 1 inch in Tangalla. Colombo recorded 2°03 inches.

13. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 56:7° in Nuwara Eliya to 80-5° in Hambantota, and was

78-1° in Colombo. . .
14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and IL. for all towns, and Tables ITIL. and IV. for the city of Colombo,

in the Appendix.
Registrar-General’s Office, . W. L. KiNDEBSLEY,
Colombo, January 28, 1917. Reg:stra.r-Genel‘al-
. *The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes inte aceount hospital events, &0

1 o wards,
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916, in each Ward and: of each Race in the City of Colombo-—continued.

Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of December, 1
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RESULTS OF METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS IN CEYLON DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1916.
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