
REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T his report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 3 1 -3 6  

of the Ordinance N o. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The births numbered 1,809 (932 males and 877 females), and were equal to an annual rate of 3 4 '4 5  per 1,000, 
against 31*32 in the preceding month, 29*48 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 32*38 the average of the 
corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 11 *22 in H atton  and Dikoya to 61 *66 in Moratuwa.

3. In  the city of Colombo the births numbered 676 (348 males and 328 females), and were equal to an annual rate* 
of 29*71 per 1,000, against 24*21 in the preceding month, 24*80 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 27*30 the 
average of the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 11*51 in Kollupitiya to 45 * 19 in W ellaw atta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,713 (988 males and 725 females). There were 1,372  

deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 28 • 48 per 1,000, against 29*92 in the preceding m onth. 27*98 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 34*65 tjie average for the m onth of January in each year since 1908. The rate 
ranged from  78*26 in Anuradhapura to 5*35 in Nuwara Eliya.

5. In  the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 575 (340 males and 235 females). There were 503 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 25 * 65 per 1,000, against 29*93 in the preceding m onth, 26 * 08 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 31*90 the average for the month of January in each year since 1908. The lowest 
rate, 5*26, was in Kollupitiya, and the highest, 24*68, in Kotahena.

6. Stillbirths numbered 108 (58 males and 50 females), as against 109 in the preceding month.

Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile mortality was equal to a rate of 261 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended the last day of 

January, 1917. Reokoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 207, against 251 in the preceding 
month, 224 in the corresponding month of last year, and 284 the average of the corresponding months since 1908.

■ 8. In  the city of Colombo the infantile mortality was 267 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended 
the last day of January, 1917. Beckoned on the births registered during the m onth only the rate was 191, against 265 in 
the preceding month, 189 in the corresponding month of last year, and 309 the average for the month of January in each 
year since 1908.

Causes of Death.
1 9. The, highest mortality was from P neum onia, to which 13 per cent, of the total deaths was due, 9 per cent, 

each were due to D ebility and Convulsions, 6 per cent, each to P hthisis and Diarrhoea, 4 per cent, each to A n ch yloslom ia sis 
and M alaria and M alarial Cachexia, 3 per cent, each to D ysen tery, E n teritis, B righ t's D isease and N ep h ritis, and 
Bronchitis, 2 per cent, each to P rem aturity and Puerperal Septicaem ia, and 1 per cent, to  E n teric F ever.

10. In  the city of Colombo the highest mortality was also from P neum onia, which caused 13 per cent, of the total 
deaths, Phthisis caused 12 percent, of the deaths, C onvulsions 8 per cent., D eb ility  7 per cent., E n teritis 4 per cent., 
Bronchitis and Bright’ s D isease and N eph ritis 3 per cent, each, P rem a tu rity, D iarrhoea, and E nteric F ever 2 per cent, each, 
aind A nchylostom iasis, Cancer, and D ysen tery . 1 per cent. each. Nineteen deaths from P lague were registered, against 23 
in the preceding m onth and 18 in the corresponding m onth of last year.

‘ 11. In fectiou s D iseases reported.— The m ost prevalent infectious disease during the month was Chichenpox, of
which 337 cases were reported (199 in Colombo, 64 in K andy, 38 in H atton and D ikoya), followed b y  M ea sles 194 
(148 in Colombo, 17 in Ratnapura, 8 in Galle, 6 in Panadure), P h th isis 98 (89 in Colombo, 5 in Galle), E n teric F ever  
61 (29 in Colombo, 14 in Galle, 12 in Moratuwa), P lague 25 (in Colombo), Continued F ever 17 (7 in Colombo, 5 in Galle), 
Mumps 8 (5 in Colombo), D ysen tery 7 (5 in Moratuwa), Sm allpox 7 (6 in Jaffna and 1 in Colombo), Diarrhoea 4 (2 in 
Moratuwa), D iphtheria 1 (in Colombo), and T yph oid  F ever 1 (in Moratuwa).

Meteorology.
12. Rainfall.— Badullarecorded the highest rainfall (16*24 inches), followed by Batticaloa (15*20 inches). In  the 

other towns the rainfall ranged from 13*18 inches in Vavuniya to 2*17 inches in Chilaw. Colombo recorded 4*34 inches.
13. Tem perature.— The mean temperature varied from 6 5 *6° in Nuwara Eliya to 79*0“ in Ratnapura, and was 

78* 1° in Colombo.
14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I .  and n . for all towns, and Tables in . and IV . for the city of Colombo, 

in the Appendix.
Registrar-General’ s Office, N . W . M okgappah,

Colombo, February 22, 1917. for Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked differently from  the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &o., not assignable
to wafdr. *
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