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TO THE
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No. 6,864 — FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 1917.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1917.

) : REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
Ta1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895,
Births.

2, The births numbered 1,542 (752 males and 790 females), and were equal to an annual rate of 3251 per 1,000,
against. 34°45 in the preceding month, 27-97 in the corresponding month .of last year, and 31:29 the average of the
corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 13°85 in Nuwara Eliya to 5402 in Mullaittivu.

3. In the city of Colombo the births numbered 535 (275 males and 260 females), and were equal to an annual rate®
,of 26°03 per 1,000, against 2971 in the preceding month, 2418 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27-48 the
average of the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 12- 38 in Kollupitiya to 37°52 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.

4. The total deaths registered during the month were 1,520 (836 males and 684 females). There were 1,263
.deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 2902 per 1,000, against 2848 in the preceding month, 2653 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 32-85 %he average for the month of February in each year since 1908. The rate
ranged from 56°88 in Puttalam to 5-92 in Nuwara Eliya.

8. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 580 (336 males and 244 females). There were 515 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 29-07 per 1,000, against 25°65 in the preceding month, 25:28 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 3136 the average for the month of February in each year since 1908. The lowest
rate, 8° 74, was, as usual, in Kollupitiya, and the highest, 3127, was observed both in Kotahena and Wellawatta.

6. Btillbirths numbered 92 (60 males and 32 females), against 108 in the preceding month.

Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile mortality wasequal to arate of 270 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended the last day of
February, 1917. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 229, against 207 in the preceding
« month, 185 in the corresponding month of last year, and 259 the average of the corresponding months since 1908.
i 8. 1In the oity of Colombo the infantile mortality was 303 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended
the last day of February, 1917. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 249, against 191 in
the preceding month, 191 in the corresponding month of last year, and 288 the average of the corresponding months since

1908.

Causes of Death.
4 9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 10 per cent. of the total deaths was due, 9 per cent.
were due to Debility, 8 per cent. to Conwvulsions, 6 per cent. to Diarrhaea, 5 per cent. each to Phthisis and Malaria and
Malarial Cachexia, 4 percent. to Anchylostomiasis, 3 per cent. each to Hnieritis, Prematurity, Bright's Disease and

Nephritis, and Dysentery, and 2 per cent., each to Endsric Fever, Puerperal Septiceemia, and Bronchitis. .
10. Inthe city of Colombo the highest mortality wasalso from Prewmonia, which accounted for 10 per cent. of the

‘total deaths, Phthisis caused 8 per cent., Debdlity and Convulsions 7 per cent. each, Engeritis 6 per cent., Bright's Disease

_ and Nephritis, Diarrheea, and Enteric Fever 3 per cent. each, and Prematurity, Bronchitis, and Dysentery 2 per cent. each.

" Thirty-six deaths from Plague were registered, against 19 in the preceding month and 14 in the corresponding month of
last year. This number is the highest recorded after July, 1914. One death from Smallpoz also was registered.

11. Infectious Diseases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Chickenpoz, of

- which 402 cases were reported (280 in Colombo, 46 in Kandy, 14 each in Moratuwa and Gampola, 12 in Galle),
followed by Measles 270 (154 in Colombo, 31 in Mannar, 23 in Badulla, 14 in Anuradhapura, 12 in Ratnapura), -
Phithisis 62 (68 in Colombo, 3 in Ratnapura), Enteric Fever 58 (39 in Colombo, 9 in Galle), Plague 41 (40 in Colombo and
1in Nawalapitiya), Smallpoz 24 (28 in Jaffna and 1 in Colombo), Continued Fever 23 (7 in Moratuwa, 6 each in Colombo
and Galle), Dysentery 6 (5 in Moratuwa), Digrrhea 4 (in Colombo), and Mumps 3 (2 in Colombo).

Meteorology.
‘ 12. Roinfall.—Badulla recorded the highest rainfall (11-44 inches), followed by Nuwara Eliya (10- 80 inches). In
the ‘other towns the rainfall ranged from 10° 68 inches in Matale to 1-02 inch in Jaffna. Colombo recorded 5°57 inches.
13. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 58-0° in Nuwara Eliya to 79-9° in Mannar, and was

78+7° in Colombo. )
14. For detailed statistios, see Tables I. and IT. for'all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo,

in the Appendix.
Registrar-General’s Office, N. W. MORGAPPAH,
Colombo, March 16, 1917, for Registrar-General.
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* Heve ave included 43 from Old Age, 12 from Worms, 10 from Paralysis, and 4 from Debility.

H. M. RICHARDS, ACTING GOvVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON



