‘ . SUPPLEMENT

Ceglon Government Bazette

PART I

No. 6,893 — FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 1917,

VITAL STATISTICS OF CEYLON.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS
FOR THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1917 . :

, Introductory. - = ' :
In this report, which deals with the Vital Statistics of the first quarter of 1917, the following among other
statistical fa~ts may be gathered :— :
The births registered during the quarter numbered 48,544, and are the highest recorded in any single quarter
gince 1887. The birth-rates of Anuradhapura and Galle, viz., 61°7 and 541 respectively, are the highest recorded in any

quarter during the last ten years for each of these districts. .
The deaths from Plague numbered 123, and are the highest registered in any quarter since the outbreak of

Plague in 1914. ,
I.—Population.

. The estimated population on the last day of the quarter was 4,567,560, an increase of 20,375 on the previous
quarter, due to an excess of 18,820 births over deaths and of 1,555 arrivals’ over departures of Indian coolies, All the
districts of the Island recorded more births than deaths, chief among which wer> Negombo, Galle, Matara, and Chilaw,
where the births were more than twice as many as the'deaths. ‘

2. There were 12,413 arrivals and 10,858 departures of Indian coolies, as against averages of 12,127 and 19,387
respectively in the corresponding quarters of the past decade. .

II.—Marriages. .

3. 6,150 marriages (4,612 General and 1,538 Kandyan) were registered, as against 6,466 in the preceding quarter,
7,148 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, and 5,299 the average of the first quarters of the past
decade. Table I. in Appendix gives their distribution by Provinces and districts. . R

. ITL.—Births. : ' .

4. The births registered during the quarter numbered 48,544, corresponding to an annusal rate of 43°1 per 1,000
of the estimated population. The rate is nearly the same as in the first quarter of 1916, but 63 higher than that of the
previous quarter and 1-4 higher than the average of the first quarters of the preceding decennium. Of the districts,
Ratnapura, Kegalla, and Hambantota alone show birth-rates slightly lower than the average; but Anuradhapurs and
Galle, which take the first and the second places respectively during the quarter, have rates not only higher than the
average, but also higher than the rates recorded in the previous quarter, and in the corresponding quarter of last year,
Batticaloa, which was the second highest in the list in the previous quarter, falls to the last place, but maintains a rate
slightly above the average. Tho estate births correspond to a rate of 447 per 1,000, and the urban, including those of
Colombo, to 32:37. (See Tables I. to V. for detailed statistics.) There were 245 twins and 2 triplets born during the
quarter, against 327 and 4 respectively in the previous one.

IV.—Deaths. -

5. The total deaths registered during the quarter numbered 29,724, corresponding to an annual rate of 265 per
1,000 of the estimated population. The rate shows a considerable improvement on the average (34-8), but is nearly the
same as that of the first quarter of 1916, and is 17 higher than the rate in the previous quarter. Chilaw, Negombo, and
Kegalla maintain their usual standard of health judging from their low death-rates, and Mannar retains its reputation
as the unhealthiest district in the Island, with a death-rate of 594 per 1,000. In the estates the deaths correspond to a
rate of 39-7 per 1,000. Matara leads with the highest death-rate (103-0), whilo Kegalla shows the lowest rate (24 - 3).
The rate of mortality in the towns is 28- 50, and ranges from 491 in Nuwara Eliya to §5°06 in Puttalam. The rate in
Colombo is 27-80. (See Tables I. to V. for detailed statistics.) 320 stillbirths (178 males and 142 females) were registered
in the 33 principal towns, as against 328 in the previous quarter and 270 in the corresponding quarter of the previous yéar.

{See Table V.)
V.—Infantile Mortality.

6. The infantile mortality measured by the proportion of deaths under one year to 1,000 birthe registered during
the year ended the last day of the quarter under review is 200 for all races, against 188 in the previous quarter. In the
districts the highest infantile mortality among the Sinhalese is 305 in Anuradhapura, among the Tamils 451 in Puttalam,
and among the Moors 892 in Puttalam. The lowest rate among the Sinhalese is 127 in Nuwara Eliya, among the Tamils
230 in Batticaloa, and among the Moors 187 in Batticaloa:: In the towns the infantile mortality is 261 per 1,000 births
registered, and is. 284 in Colombo. In the other towns the rates range from 487 in Kalpitiya to 141 in -Hambantota.
The estate infantile mortality is 252. Matara records the highest rate (579) and Kalutera the lowest (166). .

. VL.-—Causes of Death. )

7. Of the 29,724 total deaths registered during the quarter, 4,083 were ascribed to Pyrexia, the equivalent death-
rate being 14 per cent.; other causes which contributed to a high rate of mortality were Infantile Convulsions (11 per
cent.), Diseases of Skin and Cellular Tissue (9 per cent.), Diarrheea (8 per cent.), Debility (7 per cent.), Pneumonia (5 per
cent. ), Senility and Diseases of Pregnancy and of Childbirth (4 per cent. each), Riciets, Phthisis, Ansmia, Dysentery, and
Intestinal Parasites (3 per cent. each), Dropsy and Anchylostomiasis (2 per cent. each), and Premsature Birth and Malsria
snd Malarial Cachexia (1 per cent. each).123 deaths from Plague were registered (118 in Colombo, 2 in Kalutara, 2 in -
Kendy, and 1 in Kurunegala), as against 73 in the preceding quarter and 56 in the corresponding quarter of the previous
year. Thirteen deaths from Smallpox and 3 from Cholera were also registered. . - )

8. Affections caused by external causes:— .
(@) Suicide.—Fifty-eight deaths were due to suicide, as against 45 in the previous quarter and 67 in the corresponding’

quarter of last year. ; . . . . -
(b) Homicide.—Forty-one deaths were due to homi]cide, as against 37 in the previous quarter and 51 in the

corresponding quarter of last year.
. . : (1)
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Table VII.—Causes of Death Registered oh Estates in the Central, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, in the
Colombo and Kalutara Districts of the Western Provinee, Galle and Matara of the Southern Province,
and Kurunegala in the North- Western Provinee, during the First Quarter of 1917,

Causes of Death.

Ceylon.

Central Province.

Province]
of Uva,

Western
Province.

‘Southern
Province.

North-
Western
[Province.

Matale.

Nuwara
Eliya.

Badulla.,

Colombo.

Kalutara.

Galle,

Matara.

Kurunegale.

All Causes ..
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Bronchitis
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_ Suicide
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Enteric Fever .. .
Malaria and Malarial Caohexm. ..
Smallpox
Measles
‘Whooping Cough
Cholera
Dysentery
Plague
Chickenpox .o
Other Epidemic Diseases
Septiommia
Other Septic Diseases
Hydrophobia
Tetanus
Phthisis
Other Tuberoulous Diseases
Rickets
Parangi
Canoer
Aoute Rheuma.txo Fever
Diabetes
Ansmis .
Alcoholism .
Other General Diseases -
Meningitis
GerebrsIHsemorrhageorApoplexy
Paralysis -
Epilepsy .o
Convulsions (non-puerperal) ..
Infantile Convulsions .
Other Diseases of the Nervous
System
Organio '.steases of the Hearb .e
Hsmorrhoids
Other Diseases of the Cu'eula.tory
System’

.e
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Pneumonia
Pulmonary Congestmn
Asthm

Other Dmeases of the Respu'atory

System

Infantile Diarrhcea

Diarrhees undefined

Enteritis

Anchylostemiasis

Intestinal Parasites

Appendicitis and Typhilitis

Diseases of the Liver

Peritonitis
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System
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Other Diseases of the Genito-|
Urinary System
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nancy or of Childbirth

Diseases of the Skin and Cellular
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Congenital Malformations ..

Premature Birth '
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Heart Failure ..
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Pyrexia
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