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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
"MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1917.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
THIS report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36
-of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. )
: . - Births. ‘

2. The number of births registered was 1,210 (613 males and 597 fémales), ard was equal to an annual rate of
22-27 per 1,000, againsi 25°46 in the prccedirg mcnth, 26°12 in the corresponding menth of last year. and 27-48 the
average of the correspending menths since 1908. * The rate ranged from 10°43 in Gampola to 75°62 in Muliaittivu.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered nvmbered 396 (196 males and 200 females), and were equal to an
annual rate* of 17°99 per 1,000, against 21°62 in the preceding month, 19-42 in the corresponding month of last year,
and 22-77 the average of the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 11-22 in Kollupitiya to 2262
in Wellawatta. ) .

. : Deaths. : :

4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,288 (688 males and 600 females). There were 1,045
deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 21°90 per 1,000, against 25 €5 in the preceding month, 28- 4
in the corresponding montl of last year, and 28 50 the average for the month of September in each year since 1908. The
rate ranged from 5304 in Nawalepitiya to 617 in Chilaw. . B :

8. In the city of Colombo the deathsregistered were 379 (208 males and 171 females). There were 328 deaths of

" cesidents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 17-28 per 1,000, against 22°84 in the preceding month, 26-84 in the
correspording month of last year, and 29- 22 the average for the month of September in each year since 1908. Wellawatta

showed the high: st rate (26°27) and Kollupitiya the lowest (6°46). .
6. The stillbirths registered were 101 (52 males and 49 females).. In the preceding month too a similar number

was registered. .
Infant Mortality.

7. The mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 182 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ending
September 80, 1917. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 217, against 232 in the preceding
month, 260 in the corresponding month of last year, and 244 the average of the corresponding months since 1908, ‘

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 169 per 1,000 births registered during
the twelve months endirg feptember 30, 1917. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was
210, againet 209 in the preceding month, 245 in the corresponding month of last year, and 272 the average of the
corresponding months since 1$08. ’ .

o Causes of Death. o . L o

9. The highest death-rate was attributed to Pneumonia ar.d Debility, to each of which 9 per cent. of the total
deaths was due, 7 per cent. each was due to Convulsions and Anckylosiomiasis, 6 per cent. each to Phthisis and Diarrheea,
b per cent. to Dysentery, 4 per cent. each to Enteritis and Malariea and Malarial Cachexia, 3 per cent. each to Bright's
Disease and Nephritis and Prematurity, 2 per cent. each to Enteric Fever, Tetanus, Bronchitis, and Puerperal Septicemia,
and 1 per cent. to Anemia. , ‘

10. In Colombo the highest death-rate was from Detility. to which 12 per cent. of the total deaths was due,
Phthisis caused 10 per cent., Pneumonia 8 per cent., Convulsions 7 per cent., Enteritis 4 per cent., Dysentery and Bright’s
Disease and Nephritis 3 per cent. each, and Enteric Fever, Cancer, Diorrhaa, Tetanus, Bronchitis, Anchylostomiasis, and
Prematurity 2 per cent. each. Four deaths from Plague were registered, against 2'in the preceding month and 21 in
the corresponding month of lest year. C . ~ :

11. Infectious Discases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Measles, of which
107 cases were reported (70 in Colombo, 26 in Kandy), followed by Phthisis 68 (56 in Colombo, 10 in Galle), Chickenpozx
36 (20 in Colomho, 14 in Badulla, 7 in Kandy), Enteric Fever 43 (15 in Colombo, 6 in Kandy, 6 in Galle, 5 in Matara),
Continued Fever 23 (7 in Panadure, 6 in Moratuwa, 5 in Colombo), Mumps 10 (5 in Colombo), Dysentery 7 (4 in Moratuwa),
Plague 3 (in Colombo), Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo), and Tonsilit'is 1 (in Batticaloa). ] ) s

‘ . Meteorology.‘ : R
. 12. Rainfall.—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (18+89 inches), followed by Garﬁpola and Kegalla (18-11 -
imches, each). In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 17-95 inches in Hatton and Dikoya to 1+31 inches in

Kalpitiya. Colombo recorded 1274 inches. :
_13. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 60-8° in Nuwara Eliya to 83:4° in Trincomalee, an

was 79-9° in Colombo, .
14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo,

in the Appendix.

Registrar-General's Office, : W. L. KINDERSLEY,
Colombo, October 20, 1917. ‘ ‘ Regist_;mr-Geneml.

o 1.(;.;The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into acocount hospif.al evexitz, %0., not assignable
wards. . . . . ‘
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths i'egig.ter’e'd d
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in the City of Colombo.

uring the Month. of Septembex;,, 1917, in each .Ward and of each Race

Causes of Deaths.

“Wards.

Deaths among all Races.

City of Colombo.

Fort and Galle Face.

San Sebastian,

St. Paul’s.

New Bazaar.

Maradana Hospitals.

of Hospitals).
Slave Island.

Maradana (exclusive

Kollupitiya.

Wellawatta.

Burghers.

Sinhalese.

Tamils.

Moors.

Malays,

Others.

All Causes .
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« | Pettah.
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201
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1.—Infantile Mortality ..
" A.—One Week and under.

Prematurity ..
Debility .
Convulsions ..
Diarrhcea - ..
. Enteritis .e
Tetanus .o
Bronchitis ..
Pneumonia ..
Other Causes ..

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity .. :
2. Debility .e
3. Convulsions ..
4. Diarrhoa .o
4a. Enteritis .e
8. Tetanus .e
6. Bronchitis .o
. Poeumonia ..
8. Other Causes ..
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II,—General Mortality (1 Year and
over) - .. ..

1. Plague .o
2. Smallpox e o
3. Chickenpox ..
4, Measles .o .
8. Influenza ‘e
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever..
8. Malaria e
9. Malarial Cachexia
10. Cholera .o
11. Diarrheea .e
1la. Enteritis .
12. Dysentery .. .o
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius|
Duodenalis ...
14. Cancer .e
15. Phthisis .. A
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
d7. Angmia e
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19, Convulsions ..
20, Tetanus _—
21 Bronchitis ..
22. Pneumonia .. ..
Other Diseases of the Respira-
23, tory System - .o
¥4. Bright’s Diseate and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .
26, Puerperal Septiceemia .
27. Miscarriage .. .e
28. Other undefined Accidents of
Childbirth .. .
29. Starvation .. .
80. Accidents or Negligence we
31. Homicide . .
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382. Suicide . .o
33. Execution ..
84. -All other causes
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* This includes 3 from Rickets, 2 from Syphilis, 1 from Thrash, and 1 from Colitis,
1 Hero are included 32 from Old Age, 12 from Debility, 6 from Worms, and 5 from Cerebral Hxmorrhage.

H. 0. OOTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.



