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PART I.

No. 6,909 — FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1917.

VITAL STATISTICS OF CEYLON.

REPORT OF TH E REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF MARRIAGES, BIRTH S, AND DEATHS
FOR THE SECOND QU ARTER OF 1917.

I . — P opulation .
T he estimated population on the last day of the quarter was 4,589,638, showing an inorease o f 22,078 on that 

of the previous quarter. This increase is due to an excess of 15,817 births over deaths, and to  6,261 more arrivals than 
departures of Indian coolies. The births registered show an excess over the deaths in all the districts, except in Mannar 
and Batticaloa. The numbers of births in each of the districts of Negombo, Matara, and Kegalla show an excess of 
more than double the numbers o f deaths registered.

2. There were 15,016 arrivals and 8,755 departures o f Indian coolies, as against averages o f 32,799 and 20,565 
respectively in the corresponding quarters o f the past decade. ,

II. — M arriages.
3. 5,279 marriages (4,078 General and 1,201 Kandyan) were registered, as against 6,150 in  the preceding quarter, 

4,918 in the corresponding quarter of last year, and 4,894 the average of the corresponding quarters of the past 
decade. Table I. in the Appendix gives their distribution by Provinces and districts.

o I II .— B irths. 0
4. The births registered during the quarter numbered 42,553, and corresponded to an annual rate o f 3 7 • 4 per 1,000

of the estimated population. This rate, though 5 • 7 less than that of the previous quarter, is similar to that of the 
corresponding quarter of last year, and shows a slight improvement on the average birth-rate. The fall in the birth; 
rate is noticeable in all the Provinces, excepting the Eastern and Uva, and in all the districts, excepting Matale, 
Mullaittivu, Batticaloa, and Badulla. Anuradhapura has the highest rate (50 • 9), and Colombo the lowest (33*2). The 
estate births correspond to a rate of 44 • 9 per 1,000, and the urban, including those of Colombo, to 26*83. (For detailed 
statistics see Tables I. to  V. in the Appendix.) *

Twin births registered during the quarter numbered 210, as against 245 in the preceding one. No births of 
triplets were registered during the quarter, 2 were registered in the previous quarter.

IV .— D eaths.
5. The deaths o f 26,736 persons were registered during the quarter, corresponding to an annual rate of 23*5 per

1,000 of the estimated population. This, compared with the average rate (28*2) and the rate of the corresponding 
quarter of last year (28*7), shows a marked decrease, and is also less than that of the previous quarter. The 
decrease is shared in all the Provinces, except the Eastern, where, however, the death-rate is not only higher than the 
average rate, but is also higher than the rates of the previous quarter and of the corresponding quarter of last year. 
In the districts Negombo, Kegalla. Chilaw, and Matara have rates below 20, while Batticaloa and Mannar, with rates 
o f 45*2 and 49*4 respectively, show the highest rates of mortality. In  the estates, the deaths correspond to a rate 
o f 35*8. As in the previous quarter Matara has the highest rate (103*0), and Kegalla the lowest (19*3). In the 
towns, the rate of mortality is 25 *16, and ranges from 8*50 in Nuwara Eliya to 55*76 in Batticaloa. (For detailed 
statistics see Tables I. to ■V. in the Appendix.)

289 stillbirths (156 males and 113 females) were registered in the 33 principal towns, as against 320 in the 
previous quarter. (See Table V .)

V. — Infantile M ortality.
6. The proportion of deaths of children of less than one year old to 1,000 births registered during the year ended 

the last day of the quarter under review was 156 for all races, as against 200 in the previous quarter. In the districts 
the highest proportion of infant deaths was 236 among the Sinhalese in Puttalam, 357 among the Tamils in Mannar, 
and 264 among the Moors in Batticaloa. The lowest rate among the Sinhalese was 102 in Kegalla, among the Tamils 
146 in Jaffna, and among the Moors 232 in Puttalam. In the estates the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 207 
for every 1,000 births. Badulla shows the highest rate, 233, and Colombo the lowest, 158. In  the towns the death- 
rate of infants was 223, and ranged from 490 in Batticaloa to 61 in Kalmunai.

V I. — Causes o f  D eath.
7. Of the 26,736 total deaths registered during the quarter, 3,717 were due to Pyrexia, the equivalent death-rate 

being 14 per cent.; other causes which contributed to a heavy death roll were Infantile Convulsions 11 per cent., 
Diarrhoea 9 per cent., Diseases of Skin and Cellular Tissue 8 per cent., Debility 6 per cent., (Pneumonia 5 per cent., Rickets 
4 per cent., Phthisis, Diseases o f Pregnancy and of Childbirth, Anaemia, Senility, Intestinal Parasites, and Dysentery 
3 per cent, each, Dropsy and Anchylostomiasis 2 per cent, each, and Premature Birth, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and 
Acute Rheumatic Fever 1 per cent. each. 56 deaths from Plague were registered (49 in Colombo and 6 in Kalutara), 
as against 123 in the preceding quarter and 61 in the corresponding quarter of last year. 2 deaths from Smallpox were 
registered, as against 13 in the previous quarter and 3 in the corresponding quarter of last year. (For detailed statistics 
see Table VI.)

8. Affections caused by  external causes :—
(a) Suicide.— Seventy-seven deaths resulted from suicide, as against 58 in the preceding quarter and 55 in the 

corresponding quarter of the previous year.



(5) Homicide,—Fifty deaths were attributed to Homicide, as against 41 in the preceding quarter and 44 in the 
corresponding quarter of last year.

(c) Executions.—Five judicial executions took place during the quarter, as against 7 in the preceding quarter 
and 4 in the corresponding quarter of last year.

(d) Of the 497 deaths attributed to acoidents and other affections produced by external causes, 116 were due to
drowning (43 in wells and 6 in pits), 107 to falling off trees, 38 to burns, and 21 to fall of heavy substances. Snake-bite 
caused 65 deaths, injuries by animals 26, and poisoning by food 8. 12 deaths resulted from being rim over by carts,
8 by  trains, and 6 by motor cars. 3 deaths were caused by landslips.

9. Causes of Death in Estates.— The largest number of deaths in estates was from Debility, which accounted for 
19 per cent, o f the total deaths, 14 per cent, was due to Diarrhoea, 11 per cent, to Anchylostomiasis, 10 per cent, to 
Dysentery, 9 per cent, to Pneumonia, 8 per cent, toi Infantile Convulsions, 4 per cent, to Senility, 3 per cent, to 
Premature Birth, 2 per cent, each to Diseases of Pregnancy, and 4 per cent, each to Phthisis, Enteritis, Malaria, and Dropsy. 
(For detailed statistics see Table VII.)

10. Causes o f Death in Towns.—In the 33 principal towns of the Island (inclusive of Colombo) 12 per cent, of 
the total number of deaths was due to Pneumonia, 9 per cent, was due to Convulsions, 7 per cent, each to Phthisis and 
Infantile Debility, 6 per cent, to Diarrhoea, 5 percent, to Anchylostomiasis, 4 per cent, to Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 
3 per cent, each to Enteritis and Dysentery, 2 per cent, each to Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, Enteric Fever 
Prematurity, and Puerperal Septicaemia, and 1 per cent, to Bronchitis. (For detailed statistics see Table V III.)

Registrar-General’s Office, W . L. K tstdebsley,
Colombo, October 22, 1917. ■ Registrar-General.
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APPENDIX.

T ab le  I .— A rea , E stim ated  P o p u la t io n , an d  the N um ber o f  M a rria ges , B irths , an d  D e a th s  registered
in  th e Second Q uarter o f  1917 .

o
S

Province and Districts

Ceylon

*

25,481

Western . .  -
Central
Southern
Northern
Eastern
North-Western
North-Central
Uva . .
Sabaragamuwa

Western. 
Colombo 
Negombo . .  
Kalutara . .

Central.
' Kandy ’ . .  

Matale
N uwara Eliya

1,432 
. 2,279
. 2,1461
. 3,519
. 3,8481
. 3,016
. 4,068
. ' 3,2711
. 1,901

560f
2471
623|

911
9051
462J

Southern.
Galle . .  . .  6521
Matara . .  . .  4811
Hambantota . .  1,0121

Northern.
Jaffna
Mannar
Mullaittivu

U 47|
9041

1,4661

jt 9® a .S 1-1
.03-
. b e t  
R  O  C
. Ph <

4,567,560

1,183,238 
706,562 
675,412 

. 378,799 
' 193,078 
442,178 
85,343 

220,897 
418,366

693,037
185,458
304,743

432,188
107,470
166,904

316,969
248,480
109,963

337,517 
24,260 

, 17,022

Marriages,

5,279

1,744
451

1,011
513

63
725
129
166
477

1,027
291
426

304
74
73

477
391
143

476
27
10

1

4,078 1,201

1,744
177

1,007
511

62
338

24
49

166

1,027
291
426

114
20
43

474
390
143

476
27
8 2

B irths.

t 1

42,553 21,&5

10,404 5,292
7,849 4,015
6,670 3,477
3,342 1,663
2,055 1,002
4,225 2,138
1,082 544
2,444 1,246
4,482 2,288

5,738 2,950
1,655 839
3,011 1,503

4,978 2,551
1,266 665
1,605 799

3,034 1,590
2,587 1,330
1,049 667

2,943 1,469
208 99
191 95

Eastern.
B attica loa . .  
Trincom alee

2,800$
1,048

162,889
30,189

32 32
31 30

1,727 
1 328

829
173

Deaths.

20,888

5,112
3,834
3.193 
1,679 
1,053 
2,087

538
1,198
2.194

2,788
816

1,508

■3
a

26,736 13,807 12,929

6,278 
4,968 
3,774 
2,240 
2,074 
2,669 
. 476 

1,845 
2,512

3,230
2,615
1,924
1,174
1,043
1.326 

268
1,001
1.326

3,048
2,453
1,850
1,066
1,031
1,243

208
844

1,186

3,667
760

1,851

1,923
374
933

1,744
386
918

2,427 
601 - 
806

3,076
801

1,091

1,561
406
648

1,515 • 
395 
543

1,444
1,257

492

1,848
1,228

698

927
626
371

921
602
327

1,474
109
96

1,838
299
103

959
166
49

879
133
54

898 1,834
165 240

908 926
135 105

North-W estern. 
Kurunegala 
Puttalam  . ,  
Chilaw

North-Central.
A n u r a d h a p u r a

Uva.
B adulla

1,843|
909$
262$

4,068

309,567 537 158
38,462 61 43
94,149 137 137

85,343 129 24

379
8

3,108
320
797

1,082

1,569 1,639 1,884
173 147 265
396 401 420

544 538 476

990
140
196

894
125
224

268 208

3,271$ 220,897 166 49 117 2,444 1,246 1,198 1,845 1,001 844
Sabaragamuwa.

R a t n a p u r a
K egalla

1,269
642

167,995 210
250,371 267

85 125
81 186

1,946
2,636

978
1,310

968
1,226

1,403
1,109

766 637
560 549



( $ )

T a b le  I I .— B irth - an d  D e a th -ra te s  in  th e  Second Q uarter  o f  19 1 7 , th e  corresp on d in g  Q uarter  o f  1916 , the 
F irst Q uarter o f  1 9 1 7 , a n d  th e  M ean R a te s  fo r  th e  S econ d  Q uarters o f  19 0 7 -1 9 1 6 .

Birth-rate per Mille per Annum, Deatb-rate per Mille per Annum.

Province and District. Second
Quarter,

1917.

First
Quarter,

1917.

Second 
- Quarter, 

1916.

Average for 
2nd Quarters 

1907-1916.

Second
Quarter,

1917.
F irst. 

Quarter, 
1917.

Second
Quarter,

1916,
Average: lor 

2nd Quarters, 
1907-1916.

Ceylon 3 7 -4 4 3 '1 3 7 -4 37-1 23*5 26*5 28*7 28*2

Western
Central
Southern
Northern
Eastern
North-Western
North-Central
Ova
Sabaragamuwa

. .

3 5 -3
4 4 -6
3 9 -6
3 5 -4
4 2 -  7 
3 8 3  
5 0 -9  
4 4 -4
4 3 -  0

4 4 -9
47 -0
51-8
3 9 -6
3 8 -4
4 6 -6
61-7
4 3 -  3
4 4 -  4

3 1 -4
4 4 -3
3 9 -  5
4 0 -  3 
3 9 -2  
4 3 '8  
3 5 -3  
4 6 -6  
4 2 -1

3 2 -8
3 9 -  8
4 0 -  1 
37 -0
4 0 -  1 
3 6 -8  
3 6 -6
4 1 -  0 
3 9 -7

21*3
2S-2
22*4
23*7
43*1
23*3
22 -4
33*6
24*1

24*1 
31*4 
2 6 * 0 "  
31*5 
3 1 1  
28*2 
36*0 
34*4  

, 27*8

24*7
35*2
26*4
26*7
28*7
34*2
26*3
36*1
39*6

22*1 
29*2 
28*8 
27*7 
33*7 

* 30*3 
38*0 
34*4 

, 34*7

Western.
Colombo
Negombo
Kalutara

3 3 -2
3 5 -8
3 9 6

43 0 
 ̂ 46 -3  

4 8 -4

28*7
3 5 -3
3 5 -0

30*7
3 6 4
36*4

21*2
16*4
24*4

24*0
20*2
26*8

25*9
20*9
24*3

22*6
19*0
23*0

Central.
Kandy
Matale
Nuwara Eliya

••
4 6 -  2
4 7 -  2 
3 8 -6

47 -8  "
43 -7
47 -0

4 3 -9
5 2 -8
3 9 -8

40*7
42*6
36*0

28*6
29*9
26*2

31*3
36*9
28*2

34*8
40*6
32*7

28*5
36*8
26*8

Southern.
Qalle
Matara
Hambantota

•• 3 8 -4
4 1 -8
3 8 -3

54-1
51 -6
4 6 -6

3 2 -6
42*4
52 -8

38*2
42*4
44*9

23*4
19*8
26*6

25*8
23*4
32*7

22*6 
24*9 
40*8 *

24*8
27*1
42*4

Northern.
Jafina
Mannar
Mullaittivu

••
3 5 -0
3 4 -4
4 6 0

39 -2
4 2 -  1
4 3 -  9

39 -7
46 -0
4 4 -7

36*0
38*4
37*6

21*8
49*4
24*3

29*4 
59*4 
34*6 '

24*5
40*8
29*6l-

26*0 
44'* 4 
38*5

Eastern.
Batticaloa
Trincomalee

* ' 42 5 
4 3 6

36 -4
4 9 -6

3 8 -8
4 1 -9

40*4
38*5

' 48*2 
31*9

30*4
34*8

29*2
26*1

O
33*0
37*8

North-Western.
Kurunegala
Puttalam
Chilaw

•• 4 0 -3
33*4
34 -0

4 8 -4
39 -2
4 3 -8

4 7 -4  
. 27 -3  
' 3 8 -7

38*5 
290  

' 34*1

24*4
27*6
17*9

30*2
34*8
18*9

39*1 
29*8 

. 19*7

34*4 
i 32*7 

, 20*7

North-Central.
Anuradhapura .. 60'9 61-7 36-3 36*6 ’ 22*4 36*0 26*3 38*0

Uva.
Badullai 44-4 i 43-3 46,-6 41*0 33*5 34*4 36*1 . 34*4

Sabaragamuwa.
Ratnapura
Kegalla

•• 43-4 
40 6

46-0
43-3

46-2
39-3

41*5
38*4

31*3
17*8

36*3
22*0

61*4
31*7

40*7
30*5

[For Table III . see page 4 ]

T a b le  T V .— B irths, D eath s, an d  th eir  R a tes  on  Estates, S econ d  Q u arter, 19 1 7 , & c ., an d  A v e ra g e  R a te s , 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 6 .

District.
Population 

at the 
CenBUB 

of March' 
10, 1911.

Births
registered

during
Second

Quarter,
1917.

Deaths
registered

during
Second

Quarter*
1017.

Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. | Death-rate per Mille per Annum.

Second
Quarter,

1917,

First
'Quarter*

1917.

Second
Quarter,

1916.

Average, 
Second • 

Quarters, 
1907-1916.

Second
Quarter,

1917.

First
Quarter,

1917.

Second 
Quarter, 
, 1916.

Average,
Second

Quarters,
1907-1916.

Kandy -• 
Matale
Nuwara Eliya • •
Badulla
Ratnapura
Kegalla
Colombo
Kalutara
Galle . .
Matara..
Kurunegala

Total . .

147,738
31,186

100,393
71,967
30.456
62,618
13,377
30,768

6,296
3,191
9,789

1,821
368
936
843
449
559
137
409

63
60
57

1,404
284
776
674
464
300

91
316

76'*
82
65

49*4 
46*0 
3 7 -4  
47*0 
59*1 
35*9 
41 ; 1 
63*3 
40*1 
62*9 
23*4

46*6
35*3
53*3
45*1
50*2
30*7
35*8
4 2 -3
58*6
80*1
28*2

41*3
42*2
41*7
42*3
53*0
22*5
40*9
46*3
43*6
51*7
2 7 *6

34*4 
30*4 
35*4 
35*7 
38*4 
30*1 
28*3 
34*6 
34*6 

* 38*3 
22*7

38*1
36*5
31*0
37*6
61*1
19*3
27*3
41*2
48*4

103*0
26*6

40*7
49*8
35*0
43*7
6 0 *8
24*3
32*1
38*6
53*5

103*0
29*8

41*7
48*1
39*3
33*4
85*1
24*1
47*5
38*0
39*6
80*7
46*4

31*6
.4 0 *1

29*3
32*5
70*7
38*3
44-9
37*0
31*0
61*0
37*8

807,667 6,681 4,532 44*9 44*7 40*1 33*7 35*8 39*7 41*1 38*2
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Table VII.— Causes ol Death Registered on  Estates In the Central, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, in the 
Colombo and Kalutara Districts of the Western Province, Galie and Matara o f the Southern Province,

and Kurunegala in the North-Western Province, during the Second Quarter o f 1917,

Causes of Death.
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All Causes 4,632 1,404 284 776 674 464 300 91 316 76 82 65

1. Enteric Fever . . 2 1 — — — __ — — 1 __ ■ - , —
2. Malaria and Malarial Caohexia .. 57 9 6 3 17 13 3 2 1 2 — 1

4. Measles . 7 1 — — 4 1 — —  * —- — ] *—
5 Whooping Cough 2 1 — 1
6. Cholera
7. Dysentery 449 156 18 88 65 47 19 2 20 14 20 . --- '
8. Plague .. — . . “ 7- “ — — — — —— — — — —
9. Chiokenpox — — --- ( — — — — — — — — —

10. Other Epidemio Diseases 14 9 — 5 — — — — --■ — — —
11. Septicaemia 9 2 — 3 2 1 — — i — — ' ---
12. Other Septio Diseases ■ --- .. ---! — — — — — — — ' --- —
13. Hydrophobia .. 1 l
14. Tetanus . .  • • 11 7 — . 1 1 1 — l — __ __
IS. Phthisis 08 18 3 5 5 5 7 7 12 4 1 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases 6 2 ---- 1 — 2 — _ 1 —
17. Biokets 22 10 — 2 2 — 3 __: 3 2 — __
18. Parangi .. — . — ■ —" — — — — — — — __
19. Canoer .. 7 1 — 1 3 __ 1 __ __ 1 __ __
20. Aoute Bheumatio Fever 3 . 1 — 1 — — 1 __ __ _
21. Diabetes . . 4 2 — — — __ 1 __ 1 ’
22. Antemia . .  • • 20 1 — 1 1 12 -- 4 1 __
23. Alooholism . .  • • — — — __ __ • __ __ __
24. Other General Diseases 35 14 2 5 7 3 2 __ 1 — 1
2S. Meningitis . . 11 4 1 — 1 2 1 i __ 1 ■
26. CerebralHtemorrhageorApoplexy 11 3 — 4 — — 2 __ 1 __ __ 1
27. Paralysis 20 7 1 2 4 2 3 __ — 1 __
28. Epilepsy 15 5 --- , 3 3 __ 2 i __ __ — 1
29.' Convulsions (non-puerperal) 21 • 2 2 3 1 1 2 3 6 ■ 1
30. Infantile Convulsions 342 90 21 48 48 27 33 13 37 8 5 12
31. Other Diseases of the Neryous

System 12 4 1 2 2 — 1 1 1
32. Organio Diseases of the Heart . . 23 9 1 4 3 1 1 __ •2 _ 2
33. Haemorrhoids . . — — —- — __ - __ ____
34. Other Diseases of the Ciroulatory

System . . 7 1 — — 2 2 . —— 2 - - __
35. Bronohitis 77 18 8 16 9 8 4 1 7 1 1 4
36. Pneumonia 426 138 42 90 67 40 14 3 18 5 2 6
37. Pulmonary Congestion 3 1 ' — 1 — — — — 1 —  ■ —
38. Asthma 17 5 3 1 1 2 3 _ 1 1 — —  .
39. Other Diseases of the Bespiratory

System . .  • • 10 2 ''--- 2 1 — 2 1 1 _ -- - 140. Thrush, Stomatitis
41. Infantile Diarrhoea • • 60 22 3 16 5 2 7 2 1 242. Diarrhoea undefined 587 195 28 110 81 . 64 35 13 37 9 11 4
43. Enteritis . .  . • • 59 14 1 11 9 14 7 1 1 1
44. Anohylostomiasis 477 147 37 32 95 57 29 11 • 40 7 16 640. Intestinal Parasites 27 8 3 3 4 3 2 1 2 1
46. Appendioitis and Typhilitis 3 1 — — 2 - __
47. Diseases of the Liver 11 .4 2 1 1 1 — __ 1 1 __
48. Peritonitis . 6 . --- 1 __ 3 1 1 _ . •sy.
49. Other Diseases of the Digestive

System 34 14 4 8 5 1 _ 1 1
50. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis .. 42 13 — 14 4 2 2 2 3 __ . ' J51. Other Diseases of the Genito-

Urinary System 9 2 1 1 4 1 ___ __
52. Diseases or Aooidents of Preg-

nanoy or of Childbirth 112 28 5 11 19 13 13 , 1 14 3 253. Diseases of the Skin and Cellular
Tissue 19 9 — 3 3 1 1

04. Diseases of the Bones and of the
Organs of Locomotion

65. Congenital Malformations — — — __ - __
66. Premature Birth 12( 42 __ 19 28 18 2 2 3 457. InfantileDebility(under3months 598 187 39 158 89 33 37 7 39 1 4 I
58. Other Diseases of Early Infancy 1 — 1
59. Senility 175 52 14 28 26 23 14 i 9 2 260. Suioide 23 9 4 4 4 i 161. Homioide 8 2 1 2 1 w 262. Execution 1 1 at
63. Aooidents and other affeotiom O

produoed by external causes . 54 23 1 7 5 4 7 4 1 l l64. Dropsy 4! 17 3 10 4 5 2 j 465. Heart Failure . . 20 8 2 3 4 0 2
66. Debility (3 months and over) . 265 71 18 38 31 44 23 4 28 2 i
67. Pyrexia .3: 2 3 5 3 2 4 K 2 2
68. Diseases not specified or ill 6

defined : — —* 1 _ ]
69. Other ill-defined diseases 2f • 8 e 2 2 2 4 2 i 1
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