
R E P O R T  O P T H E  R E G IS T R A R -G E N E R A L  O F  M A R R IA G E S, B IR T H S , A N D  D E A T H S*
F O R  T H E  T H IR D  Q U A R T E R  O P 1917.

I. — Population.
The estimated population on the last day  o f the quarter was 4,608,672, show ing an increase of 19,034 persons 

on that of the preceding quarter, as the result o f an excess o f  13,918 births over deaths and o f  5,116 m ore arrivals than 
departures o f  Indian coolies. T he excess in  births was shared fairly  evenly  throughout the districts, though n ot in M annar 
and Puttalam.

2. The arrivals and departures o f  Indian  coolies wore 12,326 and 7,210 respectively , as against averages o f
32,280 and 15,870 for  the corresponding quarters o f  the past ten years.

II. — Marriages.
3. 7,014 marriages (5,208 General and 1,806 K andyan) were registered during the quarter, as against 5,279 in  the 

preceding quarter, 6,439 in  the corresponding quarter o f  last year, and 6,460 the average fo r  the corresponding quarters 
of the past ten years. (Table I. gives their distribution b y  Provinces and districts.)

III. — Births.
4. T he births registered during the quarter numbered 41,546, representing an annual rate o f  35*9 per 1,000. 

This rate, though  1 ’ 5 below that of the previous quarter, was slightly above the birth-rate o f the corresponding 
quarter of 1916 and 1 -8  above the mean average. The'decrease in the Provinces was m ore noticeable in the N orth - 
Central, the W estern, and the Southern and in the D istricts of Anuradhapura, Galle, and Matara. The highest 
birth-rate, 51-7 , recorded was in M ullaittivu D istrict, and the lowest, 28-6. in  Colombo D istrict. The estates rate was 
51 • 9, and the urban, including Colom bo, 24-23. (For detailed statistics see Tables I. to  V . in  the Appendix.) 606 births 
of twins, 6 of triplets, and 4 of quadruplets were registered during the quarter, as against 420 of tw ins on ly  in the 
previous quarter.

IV. — Deaths.
5. T he deaths registered were 27,628, equivalent to  an annual rate o f  23*9 per 1,000. Though slightly higher 

than the last quarter’s  death-rate, it  denoted a  decrease o f 3 -6  on  the rate for  th e  corresponding quarter o f  1916 and o f 
4- 6 on  the mean average. The provincial r a te o f m ortality was highest in  the U va, 38 ’ 1, whilst the W estern continued 
to record the lowest, which fo r  this quarter was 19 • 9. In  the districts Mannar h ad the highest rate, 4 0 '7 , and Chilaw  the 
lowest, 15 • 9. The estate rate w as the highest in Matara D istrict as usual, though 87 • 0, the quarter’s rate, as compared 
with the previous quarter’s indicated a decrease o f 16 • 0 per mille. The rate for the towns was 24 • 49, and ranged between 
53 ’ 18 in K egalla and 10 • 74 ir  Chilaw. 272 stillbirths (149 males and 123 females), as against 289 in the previous quarter, 
were registered.

V. — Infant Mortality.
6. T he deaths o f  children below  the age o f one year to  every 1,000 births registered during the year ended the 

last day o f  the quarter gave a ratio  o f  162 fo r  all races, as against 156 for the previous quarter. T h e highest rate o f  
infantile m ortality am ong the Sinhalese was 201 in the Batticaloa District, am ong the Tam ils 308 in the Mannar 
D istrict, and am ong the Moors 280 in the Batticaloa District. The lowest rate among the Sinhalese was 111 in  the 
Kegalla D istrict, am ong the Tam ils 154 in the Trincom alee D istrict, and among the M oors 166 in  the P utta lam  D istrict. 
The rate in the estates was equal to  256, N uw araE liya recording 310, the highestand Kegalla, 163, the low est. T h ein fan t 
death-rate in  the towns was 201, and ranged between 327 in H atton and D ikoya and 55 in M ullaittivu.

VI. —Causes of Death.
7. O f a  total o f  27,628 deaths shown above, 3,673 was attributed to  P yrexia, equivalent to  13 per cen t., In fantile 

Convulsions contributed 11 per cent., Diarrhoea 10 per cent., Diseases o f  Skin and Cellular T issue an d  D eb ility  7 per cent, 
each, Pneumonia and R ickets 5 per cent, each, Phthisis, Diseases o f  Pregnancy and o f  Childbirth , Anaemia, Intestinal 
Parasites, Anchylostomiasis, Senility, and Dysentery 3 per cent, each, D ropsy 2 per cent., Prem ature B irth , M alaria and 
Malarial Cachexia, and Acute Rheum atic F ever 1 per cent. each. T he Plague figures for the quarter I I  (10 in Colombo 
and 1 in Kalutara), as against 56 in the previous quarter and 97 in the corresponding quarter o f  1916, suggest a satis
factory arrest of the spread of this dire epidem ic. 2 deaths from  Sm allpox (1 in Jaffna and 1 in Batticaloa) and 1 from  
Chiokenpox in  Nuwara E liya were registered. (For detailed statistics see T ab le  V I.) 8

8 Affeotions produced b y  external causes:—
(a ) S u ic id e .—Fifty-seven deaths resulted from suicide, as against 77 in the previous Quarter and 57 in the

corresponding quarter of 1916.



(b ) H om icid e .— Forty-seven deaths were caused by Homicide, as against 50 in the previous quarter and 38 in the 
corresponding quarter o f 1916,

(c) E x ecu tio n s .— Fourteen persons underwent the extreme penalty o f the law (6 in Colombo, 2 in Kandy, and 6 in 
Galle), as against a total of 5 in  the preceding quarter and 3 in the corresponding quarter of 1916.

(d) Of 433 deaths from  acoidents and other affections produced by external causes, 86 were due to drowning (of
th  se, 35 in wells and 5 in pits), 74 to falling from trees, 52 to bums (of these, 9 by kerosine oil lamps upsetting). Snake
bite caused 51, injuries by  animals 15. 30 deaths resulted from vehicular traffic (13 from being run overby carts, 11 by
trains, 6 by  m otor cars). Landslides caused 5.

9. C au ses o f  D ea th s in  E sta tes.— The highest percentage o f deaths was due to Debility, which contributed 21 per 
cent., Diarrhoea caused 12 per cent, Anchylostomiasis 11 per cent., Dysentery 10 per cent., Pneumonia 9 per cent., 
Infantile Convulsions 8 per cent., Senility 4 per cent., Prematurity and Diseases of Pregnancy 3 per cent, each, Bronchitis 
2 per cent., Phthisis, Enteritis, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Dropsy 1 percent each. (Fordetailedstatisticssee 
Table V II.)

10, C au ses o f  D eath s in  T ow n s.—In the 33 proclaimed towns, including Colombo, the highest number of deaths 
was from  Pneumonia, which caused 11 per cent., Convulsions caused 8 per cent., Phthisis 7 per cent., Diarrho9a 6 per 
oent., Anchylostomiasis andlnfantile Debility 5 per c en t each, Enteritis, Dysentery, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 4 per 
cent, each, Prematurity, Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 3 per cent, each, Enteric Fever and Bronchitis and Accidents 
or Negl gence 2 per cent, each, and Puerperal Septicaemia and Tetanus 1 per cent. each. (For detailed statistics see 
Table V III.)

Registrar-General’s Office, N. W. Morgafpah,
Colombo, January 8, 1918, ' — for Registrar-General.

A P P E N D IX ,

Table I.—Area, Estimated Population, and the Number of Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered
in the Third Quarter of 1917.

g a . Marriages. Births. Deaths.

1 1 . 1 1 --------------------------------------------------------------1--------- [—
Province and District, 3 2 la

d i»|±> i t  i  »

I ?■ “• " i l l  jj 1 . 1  I 111
! i " I  - |

Ceylon . .  . . 25,481 4,589,638 7,014 5,208 1,806 41,546 21,098 20,448 27,628 14,066113,562
j------------ --------------------------!-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1------ ---

Western . .  ..j 1,432 j 1,187,364 2,185 2,185 — 9,182 4,599 4,583 5,940 3,074,! 2,866
Central . .  . .  2,279 ] 709,443 613, 214 399 7,650 3,903 3,747 5,709 2.7981 2,911
Southern . .  2,146£l 678,308 1,416', 1,413 3 5,996 3,041 2,95a 4,184 2,083 2,101
Northern . .  ..! 3,519 1 379,901 581: 579 2 3,753 1,919 1,834 2,493 1,268; 1,225
Eastern . .  3,8481; 193,059 68' 62 6 2.3H0 1,168 1,192 1,669 875! 794
North-Western . .  3,016 443,834 1,032; 458 624 4.427 2,248 2,179 2,427 1,280: 1,147
North-Centra) . .  4,068 85,949 161 26 135 945 486 469 510 2821 228
Uva . .  . .  3,271J 221,496 269; 68 201 2,732 1,414 1,318 2,129 1,114' 1,015
Sabaragamuwa . .  1,901 420,336 639| .203 43b 4,501 2,320 2,181 2,667 l,292j 1,275

Western. j
Colombo . .  . .  560J 695,108 1,203 1,203 — 5,012 2,493 2,519 3,502 1,827 1,675
Negombo . .  247| 186,353 392! 392 — 1,550 792 758 803 423 380
Kalutara . .  ..j 623| 305,903 590 590 — 2,6201 1,314 1,306 1,635 824; 811

! I !
Central. j j 1

Kandy . .  911 j 434,090 385 135 250 4,568) 2,344 2,224 3,343 1,649 1,694
Matale . .  . .  9054 107,935 134 43 91 1,246 6391 606 893 441 452
Nuwara Eliya ..! 462fi 167,418 94 36 68 1,837 920! , 917 1,473 708 766

j  I  j  •

Southern. j I !
Galle . .  . . ;  652l; 318,155 674 671 3 2,589 1,332 1.257 1,930 909 1,021
Matara . .  ..! 481£| 249,839 457; 457 —  2,260 1,142; 1,118 1,526 782 744
Hambantota .. j I,0I2f; 110,314 285| 285 — i.147 667 580 728 392 336

Northern. ! j
JaSna .. , ,  l,147l| 338,622 508) 608 _  3,271 1,668 1,603 2,137 1,077 1,060
Mannar .. . .  904J 24,169 48; 48 _  259: 135 124 248 136 112
Mullaittivu . .  I,466fi 17,110 25j 23 2 223; 116 107 108 55 63

Eastern. I j *
Batticaloa.. ..  2,800l! 162,782 47. 42 fi 1,996 982 1,014 1,469 765 694
Trincomalee . .  1,048 30,277 21 20 1 364 186 178 210 110 100

North-Western. I |
Kurunogala .. 1,8431 310,791 857; 245 612 3,320 1,675 1,645 1,838 968; 870
Puttalam ., .. 809| 38,517 42; 30 12 292 155 137 211 110 101
Chilaw 262J: 94,526 183j 183 — 815 418[ 397 378 202j 176

| i l
North-Central. | j . '

Anuradhapura .. 4,068 j 85,949 161 26 135 945 486] 459 510 282 228
7va j j | ' | ! ] ■

Badulla . . .  3,271!': 221,496j 269. 68 201 2,732’ 1,414,' 1,318 2,129 1,114' 1,015

RarrmpurT3' 1,259] 168,538 270 105; 165 1,941 1,012) 929 1,363 707 656
Ke-alU . .  . . 6 4 2  251,798  ̂ 369 sgj 271 2,560| 1,308. 1,252 1,204 585 619

( 2 )
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Table II.—Birth- and Death-rates in the Third Quarter ot 1917, the corresponding Quarter of 1916, the 
Seeond Quarter of 1917, and the Mean Sates for the Third Quarters of 1907-1916.

Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. Death-rate per HiUe per Annum.
Province and District, Third Second I 1 bird ) Average for Third I Seeond I Third I Average for

Quarter, Quarter, I Quarter, 3rd Quarters, Quarter, Quarter, / Quarter, 3rd Quartee
____________________________1917‘ 1917, ) 1916, | lfl07- 18lB- 1917. 1917. 1916. 1907-1916.

Ceylon •• 35 • 9 37-4 35-0 34-1 23'9 23-5 j 27'5 28-0

Western . .  30-7 35-3 27-4 ' 28’ 2 19-9 1 21-3 22‘ 5 23-2
Central . .  42‘ 8 44-6 42-5 37-2 31-9 ( 28-2 3 3 5  l 32-3
Southern . .  3 5'1 ) 396  36-8 I 35-4 24-5 I 22-4 30’ 3 I 27’ 2
Northern . .  39-2 35.4 42-3 i 37-0 20-0 23‘ 7 30 -4 25-2

* •* 48-5 42-7 52-6 43-8 34-3 43-1 30'0 ; 31 5
•' 39-6 38-3 38 1 35-0 21-7 23-3 31-2 30 5North-Central . .  4 3 - 0  50 -9 39-5 j 37-3 23-5 j 22-4 24'5 i 3 0 4

y i a •• 48-9 44-4 43-3 I 38-3 38-1 33-5 i 39-1 j 36-6
Sabaragamuwa . .  42'fl 43 0 37-2 | 35-7 24-2 24-1 28-7 I 38’ 1

Western. i l l
Colombo . .  28-6 33-2 25-2 26-3 20 0 | 21-2 22 7 23-6
Negombo .. 33.9 35.3 29-0 30 9 171  I 16-4 1 9 3  211
Kaiutara .. 34-0 39.9 31-2 31-2 21-2 24 4 241  j  2 3 7

Central.
"  f f i 'f  fS 'Z 42-2 36 4 30 6 28-6 31-3 3 1 6^ atal® •• 45-8 47-2 42-8 37-3 32-8 29-9 42-6 38-9

NuwaraEhya . .  43-5 33-6 43-0 39-3 34-9 26-2 33-4 29-9
Southern.

•• 32-3 38-4 32 2 , 32 6  24-1 23-4 26-3 24-8
35-9 « - 8  37-2 36-5 24-2 19-8 25-6 25-7

Hambantota .. 41-2 38-3 48’ 9 40-6 26-2 25-5 52-2 37-1
Northern.

Jsffna •• 383  • 35-0 42-3 36 7 24-5 21-8 29-6 23-8
« •' 42' 5 34-4 44' 6 37-8 40-7 49-4 41-3 36-9Mullaittivu .. 51-7 45-0 40 0 35-3 25-0 24-3 31-1 34-2

Eastern. J j I
Battioaloa .. 43-7 42-5 53 8 44-8 35-6 45-2 31-0 32-1
Trincomalee .. 47-7 43-6 46-2 38-2 27-5 31-9 24-6 I 28-5

North-Western. I
Kurunegala .. 42'4 40 3 42-1 37-5 23-5 24-4 35-4 33-5
Puttalam .. 30-1 33 4 24-B 28-4 21-7 27-6 24-4 29-8
ChiJaw ..i 34-2 34 0 30-6 29-9 15-9 17-9 20-5 20-4

North-Central. '
Anuradhapura ... 4 3 6  5 0 9  39-5 3 7 - 3  23-5 22-4 24-5 30-4

Uva. j
Badulla .. j 48-9 44-4 43-3 38 3 38-1 33-6 39-1 36-5

Sabaragamuwa, i
Ratnapura .. 45-7 43 4 396  3 7 4  321 ' 31-3 34.9 37-9
Kegalla .. 40-3 40 6 35-5 36-5 19 0 | 17-8 25-1 38-2

----------------------------- -------------------- !______________ ________________ _____________________________________ i

[For Table III . see page 1 .]

Table IV.—Births, Deaths, and their Rates on Estates, Third Quarter, 1917, &e., and Average Rates, 1907-1916.

palliation! Births I Deaths Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. Death-rate per Mille per Annum.
. . . .  at the | registered registered ■— — —-  ■— -

District. Census during , Third Second Third 4rTheS ge’ TUrd Second Third
W 1911 ! tS S S s. 1 Quarter, « “a$ r> Qgrtar, Quarter, Quaiter, Ojgjg*. Quarters,IV, 1VII. > I 1917. 1917 1907-1916. 1917. lyl7 ‘ 191B‘ 1907-1916.

Kandy . .  147,738 1,994 1,548 53’ 6 49'4 47-3 36*5 41*6 38-1 39-5 34-2
Matale . .  31,186 412 323 52'4 46-0 38-1 33’ 5 41-1 36-5 89-5 45-2
NuwaraEliya . .  100,393 ’ 1,192 1,081 47‘ 1 37-4 46-8 40-9 42-7 31-0 40‘4 3 <t-4
Badulla .. 71,957 1,132 889 62‘4 47-0 46-7 34-9 49-0 37-6 41-0 34-8
Ratnapura .. 30,455 536 432 69'8 59-1 44-4 36*6 56-3 oj . j an.o \ rQ.7
Kegalla .. 62,518 581 304 36-9 35-9 23-4 30-2 19-3 19-3 23-0 I 44.0
Colombo .. 13,377 151 108 44-8 41-1 31-2 28-4 32'0 27-3 97-8 I i t  k
Kaiutara .. 30,768 417 2 75 53‘S 53-3 56-4 36-7 35.5 41.0  t o n
Qalle . .  ..  6,295 83 77 52-3 40-1 42-3 30-1 43-5 48-4 ! ro.7 S i .
Matara.. .. 3,191 45 70 56-0 62-9 58-6 42-8 S7-0 103 .ft
Kurunegala .. 9,789 96 89 38-9 23-4 40-6 20-9 36-1 j 26*6 i 81-7 43.9

Total . .  507,667 ~  6̂ 639 Z m ~  51 ‘ 9 44 9 ~ « T ! “ 35: 5 " ~ l o T j  35.8 ! I T T  ~ 3 s7 5 ~
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Table VII. —Causes o l Death Registered on  Estates in the Central, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, in the 
Colombo and Kalutara Districts o f the W estern Province, Galle and Matara of the Southern Province, 

and Kurunegala In the North-W estern Province, during the Third Quarter of 1917,
Province of North-

Sahara- Western Southern Western
gamuwa. Province. Province. Province.

§ . j  H.3 • o cc go
S' si a J! . 2 |2 c8 § 0 © c6 g
!  i  |  1  !  |#  M O M ____ IS M
432 304 108 275 77 JJO 89

6 7 4 7 1 — 3
—.

—. 1 
— —

57 21 10 19 9 9 4

—  —  —  —
—  — — 1 —

1 1 —
— —  —  —  —

2 — — —  —
— 1 1 3  1

7 10 2 4 3 3 3
—  —  —  —  —

1 1 1 1 3 — —

19. Cancer . .  •. 7 4 —  1 ll — — 1 — — —
20. Aoute Rheumatio Fever . .  10 5 2 1 l| — — — 1 —  — —
21. Diabetes . .  . .  3 1 —  — 2| — — — — — — —
22. Anaemia . .  . . 2 4  5 1 3 l| 7 3 1 2 1 —  —
23. Alcoholism . .  . .  1 — —  1 — I — ■— — — — — —
24. Other General Diseases . .  35 6 3 7 l O j ®  1 2 1 — — —
25. Meningitis . .  . .  6 — —  2 l| 1 2 —  — —  — — ,
26. Cerebral Haemorrhage or Apoplexy 21 13 2 2 1 1 1 —  1 —  —  —
27. Paralysis . .  . . | l 5  4 —  6 21 — 1 —■ 1 1 — —
28. Epilepsy . .  ..) 22 0 —  5 6) 2 1 2 1 — — —
29. ConvuMons (non-puerperal) . 2 3  2 2 3 4| 1 . 3  1 4 2 — 1
30. Infantile Convulsions . .  413 126 31 70 49j 34 38 17 34 8 2 4
31. Other Diseases of the Nervous I

System ..  .. j 3 1 —  1 —  —  — —  — — —  1
32. Organio Diseases of the Heart . .  j 21 7 1 8 ll 1 2 —  1 — — —
33. Haemorrhoids . .  .. !  — __ j _  — __ I __ — —  —  — — —
34. Other Diseases of the Circulatory! j I

System ..  5 2'   — ll — 1 —  — —  1 —1
35. Bronchitis . .  . .  HO 34; 6 20 23| 15 4 — 6 2 — —
36. Pneumonia . .  . .j 491 13li 38 135 94 24 26 5 18 7 4 9
37. Pulmonary Congestion 2 1 1 — — I __ — — —  — — —
38. Asthma . .  ..! > 17 3 2 2 3]   3 1 1 —• — 2
39. Other Diseases of the Respiratory! I

System ..  . . | S  2 1 1 _ 1  1 1 — — — 1
40. Thrush, Stomatitis ..j __ __ __ __ __ I __ — —  — —  — —
41. Infantile Diarrhoea . . : 59 18 2 12 161 2 1 2 3 1 — 2
42. Diarrhoea undefined , . ! 589 170 40 136 103| 53 27 7 24 4 13 12
43. Enteritis . .  67 18 — 20 5 19, 3 —  — — 2 —
44. Anohylostomiasis . .  551 184 38 72 100 37i 21 12 45 14 20 8
45. Intestinal Parasites • • 3 8  11 __ 5 g| 4 1 4 2 1 1 1
46. Appendicitis and Typhilitis . .  2 . 1  __ — __ — — — —  —  —
47. Diseases of the Liver . .  9 3 —  2 __ I 3 —  — — —  1 —
48. Peritonitis . .  8 3 —  3 21 — — — —  —  — —
49. Other Diseases of the Digestive I

System .. • • 38 10 1 7 9 4 2 2 1 —  2 —
50. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis . . 00 24 __ 10 121 2 4 —  4 1 — 3
51. Other Diseases of the Genito- ' I

Urinary System .. 7 2 __ - — ll 1 * — 1 1 — —
52. Diseases or Aooidents of Preg- j I

nanoy or of Childbirth .. 120 40 16’ 14 lfil 9 18 —  7 —  1 5
53. Diseases of the Skin and Cellular, | I

Tissue .. . . ' 2 2  51 41 2 5} 1 1 — 3 —  — 1
54. Diseases of the Bones and of the I I

Organs of Locomotion ..: _  _. _. !   __ I   — —  — —  — —
55. Congenital Malformations ..! j   __ _  n _  -— — I —  — — —
56. Premature Birth ..: j4g 52 3 36 231 18 5 3< 2 2 2 2
57. InfantileDebility(under3 months) 804 260 52 216 120) 44 48 8 38 7 3 8
58. Other Diseases of Early Infancy \ Jl __ __ lj — — — — — —
59. Senility .. . jgg 70 6 43 24| 20 U 4 6 1 2 2
60. Suicide .. • • 17 7; __ 2 3[ 2 1 — — 1 1 —
61. Homicide .. ... 2 — i __ __ 2| — — “  — —  — —
62. Execution . .  __ j __ __ __ I — — — —  — —
63. Aooidents and other affections , I

produced by external causes ■•! 4] 13 1 - 1 2  6| 2 2 —  2 1 2
61 , Dropsy •• - - 1 77 19 8 19 191 f  2 _  1 1 1 ~  ?
65. Heart Failure . ■ • • 13 4 1 4 2| 1 09 ' _ — J  9 *
66, Debilitv (3 months and over) . .  274 81 12 52 36 35 "  7 23 fl n
-7. Pyrexia 45 1 5', 1 13 3 d 7 4 I
i.s Disease- not specified or ill- I I 7 __ __

defined •• ••(' 7 1 — j 1 3 — ‘  2 ~ 1  _  I — 2
Other i.;-definerl diseases •■' 27l 5 _____ 5- 4 __4| 1 I . I
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