SUPPLEMENT

TO THE _ .

Ceglon Government Gajeife

PART L :

No. 6,923— FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1918,

VITAL STATISTICS OF CEYLON.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS*
FOR THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1917

1.—Population. )

Tag estimated population on the last day of the quarter was 4,608,672, showing an increase of 19,034 persons
on that of the preceding quarter, as the result of an excess of 13,918 births over deathsand of 5,116 more arrivals than
departures of Indian coolies. The excess in births was shared fairly evenly throughout the districts, though not in Mannar
and Puttalam.

2. The arrivals and departures of Indian coolies were 12,326 and 7,210 respectively, as against averages of
32,280 and 15,870 for the corresponding quarters of the past ten years,

IL.—Marriages.
8. 7,014 marriages (5,208 General and 1,806 Kandyan) were registered during the quarter, as against 5,279 in the
preceding quarter, 6,439 in the corresponding quarter of last year, and 6,460 the average for the corresponding quarters
of the past ten years. (Table I. gives their distribution by Provinces and districts.)

I11.—Births.

4, 'The births registered during the quarter numbered 41,546, representing an annual rate of 35°9 per 1,000.
This rate, though 1°5 below that of the previous quarter, was slightly above the birth-rate of the corresponding
quarter of 1916 and 18 above the mean average. The decrease in the Provinces was more noticeable in the North-
Central, the Western, and the Southern and in the Districts of Anuradhapura, Galle, and Matara. The highest
birth-rate, 5117, recorded was in Mullaittiva Distriet, and the lowest, 286, in Colombo District. The estates rate was
51+9, and the urban, including Colombo, 24:28. (For detailed statistics see Tables I. to V.inthe Appendix.) 5§06 births
of twing, 6 of triplets, and 4 of quadruplets were registered during the quarter, as against 420 of twins only in the

previous quarter.
- IV.~Deaths.

6. The deaths registered were 27,628, equivalent to an annual rate of 23°9 per 1,000. Though slightly higher
than the last quarter’s death-rate, it denoted a decrease of 3-6 on the rate for the corresponding quarter of 1916 and of
4'6 on the mean average. The provincial rate of mortality was highest in the Uva, 88° 1, whilst the Western continued
to record the lowest, which for this quarter was 19°9. In the districts Mannar had the highest rate, 40 7, and Chilaw the
lowest, 15°9. The estate rate was the highest in Matara District as usual, though 87 0, the quarter’s rate, as compared
with the previous quarter’s indicated & decrease of 16* 0 per mille. Therate for the towns was 24°49, and raqged between
53+18 in Kegalla and 10+ 74 ir Chilaw. 272stillbirths (149 males and 123 females), as against 289 in the previous quarter,

were registered.

V.—Infant Mortality.

6. The deaths of children below the age of one year to every 1,000 births registered during the year ended the
last day of the quarter gave a ratio of 162 for all races, as against 156 for the previous quarter. The highest rate of
infantile mortality among the Sinhalese was 201 in the Batticaloa Distriet, among the Tamﬁs 308 in the M?,nnar
District, and among the Moors 280 in the Batticaloa District. The lowest rate among the Sinhalese was 111 in the
Kegalla District, among the Tamils 154 in the Trincomalee Digtrict, and among the Moors 156 in the Puttalam District.
The rate in the estates was equal to 256, Nuwara Eliya recording 810, the highest and Kegaflla, 163, thelowest. Theinfant
death-rate in the towns was 201, and ranged between 327 in Hatton and Dikoya and 55 in Mullaittivu.

VI.—Causes of Death.

7. Of a total of 27,628 deaths shown above, 3,673 was attributed to Pyrexia, equivalent to 13 per cent., Infantile
Convulsions contributed 11 per cent., Disrrhcea 10 per cent., Diseases of Skin and Cellular Tissue and Debility 7 per cent.
each, Pneumonia and Rickets 5 per cent. each, Phthisis, Diseases of Pregnancy and of Childbirth, Anamia, Intestinal
Parasites, Anchylostomiasis, Senility, and Dysentery 3 per cent. each, Dropsy 2 per cent., Premature Birth, Malaria and
Malarial Cachexia, and Acute Rheumatic Fever 1 per cent. each. The Plague figures for the quarter 11 (10 in Colombo
and 1 in Kalutara), ag against 56 in the previous quarter and 97 in the corresponding quarter of 1916, suggest a satis-
factory arrest of the spread of this dire epidemic. 2 deaths from Smallpox (1 in Jaffna and 1 in Batticaloa) and 1 from
Chickenpox in Nuwara Eliya were registered. (For detailed statistics see Table VI.)

8 Affestions produced by external eauses :—
(a) Suicide.—Fifty-soven deaths resulted from suicide, as against 77 in the previous querter and 57 in the
corresponding quarter of 1916,
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(b) Homicide.~TForty-seven deaths were caused by Homicide, as against 50 in the previous quarter and 38 in the
corresponding quarter of 1916, : :

(¢) Ewxecutions.—Fourteen persons underwent the extreme penalty of the law (8 in Colombo, 2 in Kandy, and 6 in
Galle), s against a total of 5 in the preceding quarter and 3 in the corresponding quarter of 1916,

(d) Of 433 deaths from accidents and other affections produced by external causes, 86 were due to drowning (of
th se. 35 in wells and 5 in pits), 74 to falling from trees, 52 to burns (of these, 9 by kerosine oil lamps upsetting). Snake-
bite caused 51, injuries by animals 18. 30 deaths resulted from vehicular traffic (13 from being run over by carts, 1) by

~ trains, 6 by motor cars). Landslides caused 5.

9. Causes of Deaths in Hstates.—~The highest percentage of deaths was due to Debility, which contributed 21 per
cent., Diarrheea cau.ed 12 per cent, Anchylostomiesis 11 per cent., Dysentery 10 per cent., Pneumonia 9 per cent.,
Infantile Convulsions 8 per cent., Senility 4 per cent., Prematurity and Diseases of Pregnancy 3 per cent. each, Bronehitis
2 per cent., Phthisis, BEnteritis, Malaria and Malarisl Cachexia, and Dropsy 1 percent each., (For detailed statigticssee
Table VIL.)

10, OQauses of Deaths in Towns.—In the 33 proclaimed towns, including Colombo, the highest number of deaths
was from Pneumonia. which eaused 11 per cent., Convulsions caused 8 per cent., Phthisis 7 per cent., Diarrhosa 6 per
oent., Anchylostomiasis andInfantile Debility 5 per cent each, Enteritis, Dysentery, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 4 per
cent. each, Prematurity, Bright’s Diseass and Nephritis 3 per cent. each, Enteric Fever and Bronechitis and Accidents
%r Negl‘geiwe 2 per cent. each, and Puerperal Septiceemia and Tetanus 1 per cent. each. (For detailed statistios see

able VILL.)

Registrar-General’s Qffice,
Colombo, January 8, 1818,

N. W. MoRGAPPAH,
for Registrar-General.

APPENDIX,

Table I.-—Area, Estimated Population, and the Number of Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered
in the Third Quarter of 1917.

o ’ a . Marriages, Births. Deaths.
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Coylon .. ] 25,481 | 4,589,638 7,014 5,208 1,806] 41,546 21,008 20,448] 27,628 14,083[13,562
| |
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Western .. o] 1,432 | 1,187,364 2,185 2,185 — 9,182 4,599 4,583] 8,940 2,074! 2,866
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gong-é’\;estex;n | 2,012\ 4;2.3% 1.(1)2%3 433 ‘fﬁé 4,427 2,248 2,179f 2,427 1.280} 1,147
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Uva .- | oseny 221,408 269, 68 201] 2,732 1,414 - 1,318 2,129 1,114 1,015
Babaragamuwa - 1,901 { 420,336 639 .203| 43of 4,501 2,320) 2181 2,567 1,292 1,275
Western. ' \ | T
Colombo .. E 5603 695,108 1,203} 1,208 — 5,012 2,493 2,519 3,502 1,827 1,875
Negombo .. w247 186,353 392 393 — 1,650, 792 758 803 423{ 380
Kalutara .. .. 6233 305,903 590}' 590 — 2,620; 1,314J 1,306 1,635 824 811
| ’ |
Central. : i - | |
Kandy .. ; 911§ 434,090 385} 1380 250 4,5635 2,344’ 2,224 8,343 1,649, 1604
Matale .. .| 905y 107,935 134 43 91 1,248 839! 606 893 441 452
Nuwara Eliya .0 462§ 167,418 94 36 58 1,837f 920 , 917 1,473 708 766
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Galle .. ... 652k 318,185 674/ 671 3H 2,689 1,332, 1,257 1,930 909 1,021
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Hambantota .oL0I2f 110,314 285 2850 — 1,147 567i 580 728 392 336
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Jaffne .. Lap 1,147 338,622 508 508 — 3,271/ 1,6085 1,603\ 2,137 1,077 1,060
Mannar .. . 9043 24,169 48] 48] — 259 135 124] 248 136' 112
Mullaittiva 1,466 17,110 25 23 A 28 1 165 107 108 56 63
| !
Bastern, I | - i
Batticaloa. . 2,800} 162,782 47, 42 BJ 1,008  os2] 1,014 1450 765 694
Trincomalee . 1,048 1 30,277 21, 20 1 364 1sel 178} 210 110 100
North-Western. l
Kurunogala [ 1,8433 310,79L, 837 245 612} 3,320 1,675} 1,645 1,838 968’ 870
Puttalam .. .. 9093/ 38,517 42 30 121 292 155] 137 211 110 101
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Table II.—Birth- and 'Death-rates in the Third Quarter of 1917, ‘thé corresponding Quarter of 1916, the
Second Quarter of 1917, and the Mean Rates for the Third Quarters of 1907-1916.

Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. Death-rate per Mille per Annum,

Province and Distriot, Third Second -uﬂ;d— ) Average for Third | Second Third Average for

N ter, y ter, | 3rd Quartes,
| ORE ol | ERE | ol o | e SR
a’ | {

Ceylon . 89 | 374 J 35-0 3¢-1 23-9 235 278 285
Western .. 307 35+3 27-4 /| 282 19+9 ) 21-3 225 } 23-2
Central . 42-8 446 425 372 31-9 282 335 32-3
Southern .. 351 396 368 354 245 22+4 30'3 J 272
Northern . 39-2 354 423 | 876 26+0 237 304 252
Bastern .s 48'5 427 526 | 43'8 343 43-1 300 315
North-Western . 306 383 381 | 350 217 25-3 31.2 | 305
North-Central . 43°6 569 395 | 373 235 , 22-4 245 | 304
Uva .. 489 44°4 - 433 383 381 | 336 1 891 [ 366
Sabaragamuws .. 42-8 43-0 372 | 357 242 241 J 287 | 381

- f | ] | l

Western, i i |

Colombo . 286 332 25-2 | 263 200 f 21-2 227 23-6

Negombo . 33-0 35-8 29-6 30-9 17-1 | 164 193 { 21-1

Kalutara 340 396 31-2 312 212 | 244 241 1 237
Central. |

Kandy 418 46-2 422 36-4 306 286 31-3 31-

Matale 45-8 47-2 42-8 37-3 328 29-9 42-6 389

Nuwara Eliya 435 38-6 430 39-3 349 26-2 334 29-9
Southern.

Galle 32-3 384 32-2 326 o¢-1 234 26-3 24-8

Matara 359 41-8 372 365 242 19-8 25-6 257

Hambantota 412 383 48-9 406 26-2 25-5 62-2 37-1
Northern,

Jaftna 383 350 423 367 24-5 218 296 238

Mannar 425 344 446 378 407 494 41-3 36-9

Mullaittivu 517 45-0 400 358 250 243 31-°1 34-2
Eastern.

Batticaloa 48-7 425 53-8 44-8 35-6 45-2 310 32-1

Trincomales 477 436 46-2 38-2 275 319 24-6 285
North-Western, |

Kurunegala N 424 40-3 42-1 375 235 244 354 335
Puttalam . 301 334 245 28-4 217 276 24-4 29-8

Chilaw o 342 340 30-6 299 169 17-9 20-5 204
North-Central. [ |

Anuradhapura . 436 509 30-5 373 235 22:4 245 304
Uva, l -

Badulla .| 489 44-4 433 38-3 38-1 33-5 39-1 365
Ssbaragamuwa, f [ !

Ratnapura 45-7 | 434 39-6 374 32:1 ' 31-3 34-0 37-9
Kegalla {' 03 | 406 355 36-5 19.0 | 178 25-1 38°2

| i

[For Table IIL see page 4.]

Table IV.—Births, Deaths, and their Rates on Estates, Third Guarter, 1917, &e., and Average Rates, 1907-1916,

Popu.latdon‘ airg;hr: . l Deg}:d Birth-rate per Mille per Annum, Death-rate per Mille per Annum.
©; el
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of March if Quarter, uarter, | Quarter, y er, uarter, ters,
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Kandy +1147,738 | 1904 | 1,648 | 53°6| 494 | 4731 36°5| 416| 381! 395| 542
Matale .o 31,186 ) 412 323 | 624 46-0 | 381) 83-5) 41-1| 365 595 452
Nuwara Eliya ++100,393 | 1,192 | 1,081 47-1 | 374 | 468 40-9f 42-7| 310! 404 33-4
Badulla . 71,957 | 1,132 889 | 624 | 47°0| 46-7| 34:9| 49:0| 376 410 34.8
Ratnapura ..} 30,455 536 432 69°8 ) 59-1| 4d4-4 36+6 56+3 811 62:3 | 69-7
Kegalla .| 62,518 581 304 | 36°9 ) 359 | 234 80-2) 19-3| 10:3| 93.0! 44-9
Colombo .| 13,377 151 108 | 448| 41-1) 3812 2841 32.0| 27-3( 37.8 48.5
Kalutara ..| 30,768 417 275 | 83'8( 53:3| 664 367T| 355| 4.2 454 39.3
Galls .. ) 6,295 83 77| 52:3| 40-1, 423 | 5011 485 | 484 83T 404
Matara. . ] B191 45 0/ 860/ 629 58:6) 4281 87.0) 1030, 3.6 475
Kurunegsla .| 9,789 [ 96 89 | 389| 234 4061 209 361 266! 817 439
Total ..|507,867 ‘5 6,639 i 5196 | 51°0| 449! 434! 55| 0.0 l 358 2l 355
| i
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Table VIL.-—Causes of Death Registered on Estates in the Central, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, in the
Colombo and Kalutara Districts of the Western Provinee, Galle and Matara of the Southern Provinee,
and Kurunegala in the North-Western Proyinee, during the Third Quarter of 1917,

Province of North-

Central Province. JProvince] Sabara- Western Southern | western

of Uva.] gamuwa. Province. Province. Ip.ovince.
l g 4
Causes of Death, : . 4 g
. - t . - 3 [-% § _8 ] & )
sl e g 88 2 | §12 |3 £ 8| 8
718 3|58 % |58 |35 313 /8| ¢&
J8te 2|z | & |& | ¥[8 |4 s | <

All Causes . 5,196] 1,548 323] 1,081 8s9] 432 304] 108 275 77 70 89

1. Enteric Fever .. .. 6 g — 1 — A = - — - —_ -_

2. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia -.| 5§ 12 9 — 9 6 7 4 7 I — 3

3. Smallpox o -— - - —_— — '— - - - - -

4, Moeasles 9 lj ~— 1 6 — - — i - -— —_

6. Whooping Cough 2, 1 1 — —_ — - - — - - -

6. Cholera — —- - -— - - - -_ - b -

7. Dysentery .. 512) 135 18] 109 121 87 21 10 19 9 9 4

8. Plague. .. —_ ——- —_ bt —_ -— - - - - - -

9. Chickenpox . — ~— _ — —_— -— - - - - b -
10. Other Epidemic Diseases 21 11 2 4 3 — - — — — I -
11. Septicemia .. 7 2 — 1 9 - - 1 y - - -

12, Other Septic Diseases 1] — — n — —_ - - —_ ~ - —
13. Hydrophobia 4] 2 — - —_ 2 — — — -~ - —
14. Tetanus 16, 4 3 — 3 — 1 1 3 — | — 1
15. Phthisis . 69| 13 5 121. i 7 10 2 4 3 3 3
16, Other Tuberculous Diseages .. 51 — —_ 5 — — - — — — -— -
17. Rickets .. 27 9 1 6 4 1 1 1 1 3 — —
18, Parangi —_ — -— — — —_— — — —_ — — —
19, Cancer .. 7 4 — 1 Y = — —_ i} — — —
20, Aoute Rheumatxo Fever oo 10; 5 2 1 1 — - - n — — -
21. Diabetes .. .. 1] — —_— 9l — - — — -— — -_
22. Anmmia . 2 5 1 3 1l 7 3 1 2A I — -
23. Alcoholism .. .  — — )| B — —_ — —_ — — -—

24. Other General Diceases . ! 3 6 3 7 10 5 1 2 i} — — —_

25. Meningitis .e . _— —_— 2 1 1 2 — — _— _— -,

26. CerebralHwmorrhage orApoplexy 21 13 2 2 1 1 I — i — — -

27. Paralysis . ’ 1 4 — 6 2 — N — 1 ) R— —

28. Epilepsy . do22 6 — 5 5 2 1 2 ] — - —

29. Convulsions (non-puerperal) . 23 2 2 4 1 . 3 1 4 2 — 1

30. Infantile Convulsions . 413 126 31 70] 49 34 38 17 34 8 24 4

3l. Other Diseases of the Nervous

System Vel 3 i — y — | = -} =] =1-1- 1

32. Organic Diseases of the Heart . i 21 7 1 8’ 1 1 2) — i — _— —

33. Heemorrhoids .. o= —_ — — . _— —_— — —_ -— —

34. Other Diseases of the Cu'eu]utory,

System ; PAR— _— 1 — H - _— — 1 —_

35. Bronechitis . .; 110} 34 6 20 23 15 4 ~ 6 2l — —

36. Pneumonia . 491  131| 38; 135 94 24 26 5 18 7 4 9

37. Pulmonary Congestion N 2 1 1 — — — — —_— -— —_— - —

38. Asthma T 3 2 o 3l 3r 1 iy — | — 2

39, Other Diseases of the Reepxr&tory, F

System . g 8 2 1 i — 1 1 y — -] - 1

40. Thrush, Stomatxtxs . ! — — — — — . —_ -— — — -— —_ .

41, Infantile Diarrhcea . 59 i8 2 12 16 3 1 2 3 1 — 2

42. Diarrhes undefined ©589] 170 40, 136 103 583 27 7 24 4 13 12

43. Enteritis .. 67 18 — 20 5 19, 3ﬂ -— -— — ) —

44. Anchylostomiasis 5511 184] 38 72 wol 37 2 120 48] 14 20 8

45. Intestinal Parasites . 38 11] — 5 8 4 1 4 1 1 i

46. Appendioitis and Typhilitis 2l 1 — —_ 1 — — _— - —_ -— —

47. Diseases of the Liver 9 3 - 2 g| — — - —_— ] —

48. Peritonitis . 8 L] J— 3 oo — — — — J— — —
49. Other Diseases of the ngestn o !

System .38 10 1’ 7 9 4 ﬂ 2 ﬂ - 2 —

50. Bngh'r,’s DISG&BG n.nd Nephritis . 60 24/ — | 10 12 2 —_— i - 3
51. Other Diseases of the Gembo- '

Urinary System I — - 1 1 i — 1 1 — —_

52. Diseases or Acgcidents of Precr- i

nangy or of Childbirth 126 40 16 14 16 9 18 — n — 1 &
53. Diseases of the Skin and Cellularl ] I
Tissue 22 5| 4 ] 9 5 1 I — 3] — - 1
54. Diseases of the Bones and of the !
Or_ans of Locomotion [ . U R — — — —_ —_— —_ —_ —_
56. Congemta.l Malformations f i . —_ il — - - [ -— _ - -
56. Premature Birth 148 59 3 36 23 18 5 3! 2 2 2 2
57, InfantileDebility(under3 months) 804l 260 52 216 120 4 48 8: 38 7 3 8
38. Other Diseases of Early Infancy i 2 T — y — ! — —_ — - | — —
59. Semhty 189 70" 6 43 24 20 11 4 6 1 2 2
60. Suicide 17 - 2’ 3 2 I — — 1 i —
61, Homicide o j _ _— 9| ~- — et — _ - —_
62. Execution _ | - . —_— — — _ -— — _ —
3. Accidents nnd other affections : &
produced by external causes ..' 4] 131 12 6 2 2 — A 1 - 2
B, Dropsv . . 77 19* g 19 19 % 2 ) 1 1 1] — :;
5. Heart Failure .. 13 1 4 P — — - _— -
. Debility (3 months and over) 274 8%’ 12, 52 36 35 2§ 3 23 :;l _ 2‘ ;
n7,  Pirexia . .. 45| 1 5 1 13 3 4 ,
i~, Disease- not specified or ill- f g — i — _
dedned . 7 1 — i 1 3l — — _ = .
<3, QOther i A—:Ieﬁned diseases .l 2 5 5 4 4 1 3 2 1 |
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