
NO. 6,923 —  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1918.

VITAL STATISTICS OF 
MONTH OF

TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
DECEMBER, 1917. '

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics o f the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

o f the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The number o f births registered was 1,507 (770 males and 737 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate 
of 28 • 70 per 1,000, against 27*65 in the preceding month, 31*32 in the corresponding month of last year, and 29*09 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 13*29 in Nuwara Eliya to 64*57 in Kurunegala.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 506 (253 males and 253 females), and were equal to an 
annual rate* of 22*24 per 1,000, against 19*89 in the preceding month, 24*21 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 24*26 the average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 11*84 in Kollupitiya to  25*42 
in Wellawatta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,575 (845 males and 730 females). There were 1,325 

deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 27*37 per 1,000, against 25*97 in the preceding month, 29*92 
in the corresponding month of last year, and 33*87 the average for the month o f December in each year since 1908. The 
rate ranged from 93 * 03 in Nawalapitiya to 5 * 35 in Nuwara Eliya.

5. In the city of Colombo the number of deaths registered was 618 (338 males and 280 females). There were 550 
deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 28 * 04 per 1,000, against 24 * 45 in the preceding month, 29 * 93 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 33*82 the average for the month of December in each year since 1908. The rate 
ranged from 23 • 92 in Kotahena to 6 * 58 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 105 (50 males and 55 females), against 129 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants was equal to a rate o f 254 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ending 

December 31,1917. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 247, against 242 in the preceding 
month, 251 in the corresponding month of last year, and 309 the average for the corresponding months since 1908.

8. In the city  of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to  a rate o f 288 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ending December 31, 1917. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
283, against 322 in the preceding month, 265 in the corresponding month of last year, and 353 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1908.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest death-rate was attributed to D eb ility , to which 10 per cent, o f the total deaths was due, 8 per 

cent, was due to P n eu m on ia , 7 per cent, to C onvulsions, 6 per cent, each to A n ch ylostom ia sis  and P h th isis, 5 per cent, 
each to  E n teritis  and D iarrhoea, 4 per cent, each to M a laria  and M ala ria l C achexia  and D ysen tery , 3 per cent, each to 
B righ t's  D isease and N ep h ritis  and P rem a tu rity , 2 per cent, to P u erp era l S epticsem ia, and 1 per cent, each to E n teric  
F ev er  and T etanus.

10. In Colombo too the highest death-rate was from D eb ility , to which 11 per cent, o f the total deaths was due, 
P h th is is  caused 10 per cent., E n teritis  and P neum onia  9 per cent, each, C onvulsions 5 per cent., B righ t’s D isea se and  
N ep h ritis  4 per cent., D iarrhoea  and D ysen tery  3 per cent, each, B ron ch itis, A n ch ylostom ia sis, and E nteric F ever, 2 per 
cent, each, and P rem a tu rity  and P u erp era l S epticsem ia  1 per cent each. Six deaths from P lague w ere  registered, against 
9 in the preceding month and 23 in the corresponding month of last year.

11. In fectiou s D isea ses reported .— The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was C h icken pox, of which
124 cases were reported (43 in Trincomalee, 22in Colombo, 15 in Galle, 14 inPanadure, 12 in Kandy), followed by P h th isis  
67 (48 in Colombo, 11 in Galle), E n teric F ever  59(37 in Colombo, 7 in Kandy, 6 in Galle), M easles 53 (47 in Kandy and 
6 in Colombo), C ontinued  F ever  26 (10 in Colombo, 6 in Galle), P lague 6 (in Colombo), M u m p s  6 (4 in Colombo), 
D ip h th eria  4 (in Colombo), D ysen tery  3 (1 each in Kalutara, Panadure, and Galle), P a ra n g i 1 (in Galle), and L ep rosy  
1 (in Galle)-. |

Meteorology.
12. R a in fa ll,— Batticaloa recorded the highest rainfall (14*93 inches), followed by Hambantota (8*13 inches). 

In  the other towns the rainfall ranged from 7*94 inches in Badulla to 2*20 inches in Negombo. Colombo recorded 
4 * 30 inches.

13. T em perature.— The mean temperature varied from 57*8° in Nuwara Eliya to 78*4° in Ratnapura, and was
77*6° in Colombo. $

14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and U . for all towns, and Tables III . and TV. for the city of Colombo, 
in  the Appendix.

Registrar-General’ s Office, W . L K indersley.
Colombo, January 23, 1918. Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &c., not assignable 
to wards.
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T a b le  I V .— C a u ses o f  D e a th s  reg is tered  d u rin g  th e  M on th  o f  D ecem b er , 1917, in  each  W a rd  a n d  o f  each R a ce
in  th e  C ity  o f  C o lom b o .

Wards. ' Deaths among all Races.

s I 4 I | I
2‘  *  I  J -

Causes o f Deaths. 'g & g  8 * 8  *
.£ rt S ^  '“ ''S, T? £ i f  m >

l l i * 2 ! ; t l " s ! l  I  i  I  I  i i sB > n s  a w -s & s 5 0 ■ *9 *3 ft S T ’S § S Jaa* r° Jp 3  -w ' .o £  3  £  J  . 2 is- 3  3  .s «  £  ,« S______________________________________g  fa »< «  <a w f c g g  s w ^ h m m e -i a  a  o

All Causes - . 6 1 8  1 4 19 46 94 47 179 126 46 25 81 3 82 314 120 109 11 29

I. — Infantile Mortality . .  143 —  —  7 12 27 20 17 39 10 4  . 7 —  12 73 29 25 2 2
A .—One Week and under.0

1. Prematurity . .  • • 7 —  —  —  1 _  —  5  —  1 _ _ _ _  5  1 __  —  X
2. Debility . .  - 2 3  —  —  —  3 7  1 2 9 —  —  1 _  _  1 5  7 1 —  —
3. Convulsions . .  7 —  —  3 1 2  I __  I __ __ __ _  __ 3  3   ̂ __  __
4. Diarrhoea . .  . .  —  __ — —  __ __- __ __ __ __ __ __ ______ ,____  __ __ __ __
4a. Enteritis . .  —  __ —  —  —  __ __  ___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  __
8 . Tetanus . .  . .  —  __ —  —  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  ___
6 . .Bronchitis . .  . .  —  __ —  —  __ __ __ __ __ _  —  __ __ _  __  __ _  __
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  __ __ __ __ __ __  _  __ __ __ __ __ __ __
8 . Other Causes . .  . . 2 *  __ —  —  __ __ __ 2 __ __ __ __ __ [ __ 1 __ 1 __  __
B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity . .  " I  __ __ __ __ ,__ 1 __ __ __ __ __ __ X __ __ __ __ __
2. Debility . .  • • 3 4  —  —  2 l  5 5 2 13 6  —  —  —  2 11 7 12 2 —

4. Diarrhoea*18 I  I  l |  | 2 —  —  1 —  _ I  —  H  —  * 2  —  2 —  —

£  Tetanus8 :: :: xa6 :  :  J  i  J  ±  ±  ±  ±  j  \ :  j  »  • -  :  :
6 . Bronchitis . .  3  __ __ j  __ __ , __ . __ __ __  __ * . . __  __
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  X l _ _ _ _ _ 2 , o q  1 0  0 9 1 1
8 . O therC auses.. . .  16-f —  —  —  1 4 3 3 4 -  -  1 ~  3 6  6  2 -  _

II.— General Mortality (1 Tear and
0TO> •• ••475 1 t  12 34 67 27 162 87 36 21 24 3  20 241 91 84 9 27

o ! >Iag,T  •' . . 6  —  —  —  —  —  —  _  4  I —  . 1  —  —  2  1 1 —  2

3. Chickenpox . .  . .  —  __ —  __ __ __ _  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
4. Measles . .  . . 1  __ —  __ __ X __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ j  __  __ __ __
0 . Influenza . .  . .  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  __ __
6 . Pyrexia or Fever . .  2  __ __ __ ___ __  __ __ 1 x __ __ __ __ __ __ X __ I
7. Enteric F ever.. . .  10 —  —  —  1 —  —  6  3 —  _  —  _  2  4 2 1 —  1

> .  8 . Malaria . .  . • 0  —. 2  —  —  w  ___ q       1     0 1 9  __
j  \ 9. Malarial Cachexia . .  __ __ __ __ __ __ _  __ __ __ __ d

10. Cholera . .  . .  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
I I . Diarrhoea X 0 ■— —  —  —  7 - 2 1 3 1  1 1 __  l a s. q 1 1
11a. Enteritis . .  • • 4 1 —• —  2 2 4  —  21 6 2 3 1 —  2  2 0  7 7 —  S
12. Dysentery . .  . .  1 6 —  1 —  4 2  —  6 —  I i l _ - f  25 4 5 —  f
13. Anohylostonuasis or Dochmtus

_ Duodenal is . .  . .  12 —  — '  —  —  —  —  H  1 _ _ _ _ _  _  a 4  x _  1
14. Cancer . .  . .  5  —  —  —  —  _  _  5  _  __ _      _  3  2    —
1®* Phthisis . .  . , 6 1  —  —  —  6 11  5 22 9 3 ' 8  2 __ 3 2 0  19  7  —  3
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases . .  3  —  —  __ __ X __ 2 __ __ —  __ 1 __ 2  __ __ __ —
17. AnsBmia . .  1 __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  j  __ __ , __ __ __ __
18. Diabetes Mellitus . . ( 5  —  __ __ 2 j l  1 1 __ __ __ __ 1 __ 3  1 __  __ _
J9, _ Convulsions . .  . .  7 —  —  —  1 1 3  —  —  —  1 1 —  1 6 1  —  —  —
20. Tetanus . .  . . 3  —  —  —  —  —  —  2 1 __  —  __ __ __ 3  __ __ __ __
21. Bronchitis . .  . .  9  —  —  —  2 3 —  —  3 1 _  —  —  —  3  2  3  l —
22. Pneumonia . .  . . 4 3 —  1 —  4  8  —  14 8  . 5  4 -2  —  2  28 S 5 —  3
23. Other Diseases of the Respira­

tory System . . 1 0  1 — —  1 —  1 3  2  1 —  1 —  1 6  2 1 _  —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 22 —  —  —  2 1 1 13 2 1 1 1 * __ __ , 6  11 3 1 1
28, Puerperal Eclampsia . .  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  1 ___  __ __ __ __ __ 1 __  __ __ _
26. Puerperal Septieremia . . 7  —  —  —  —  1 1 3 —  2  __  —  __ __ 5  1 1 __ __

28. Other undefined Aooidents of
Childbirth . .  . . 6  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  4 1 —  —  —  —  2 1 2  __  1

29. Starvation . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  •— —  —  —  —  —  —  —
30. Accidents or Negligence . . 8  —  —  —  —  —  1 2 —  1 —  1 —  —  4  —  1 ___ —
31. H om icide . . 1  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —
32. Suicide . .  . . 1  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  1 —  —  —  —
33. Execution . .  . . 1  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —
34. A ll other causes . .  174 —  —  10 j 9 26 11 45 42 18 7 9 1 8 90 23 40 6  6
_______________________________________________________ j_______________________________________________________________________

* One due to  Congestion of the Brain and the other due to Post-operative Shock.
t  'fhirt in clu d es  3 deaths each from Thrush and Dysentery, 2 each from Worms and Rickets,and 1 each fromEnteric, Bums, 

C/cer, .4-f ire-, ic te ru s  Neonatorum, and Bright’s Disease.
1 i in clu d es  51 deaths from Old ^ge, 14 from Debility,-12 from Paralysis, 10 from Worms, and 5 from Rickets.

H. C. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.
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