
No. 6,938 — FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1918.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1918.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,508 (794 males and 714 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate 
of 30*99 per 1,000, against 32*22 in the preceding month, 32*51 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31 *40 the 
average for the- corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 17*41 in Ambalangoda to 51 *84 in Badulla.

3. In the oity of Colombo the births registered numbered 556 (276 males and 280 females), and were equal to an 
annual rate* of 20*20 per 1,000, against 25*66 in the preceding month, 26*03 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 27*33 the average for the corresponding months sinoe 1908. The rate ranged from 10*36 in Kollupitiya to 30*11 
in Wellawafta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,477 (784 males and 693 females). There were 1,225 

deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 27*44 per 1,000, against 28 02 in the preceding month, 29*02 
in the corresponding month of last year, and 32*47 the average for the month of February in each year since 1908. The 
rate ranged from 105*61 in Nawalapitiya to 8*14 in Panadure.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 530 (301 males and 229 females). There were 452 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 24 71 per 1,000, against 26*60 in the preceding month, 29*07 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 31*13 the average for the month of February in each year sinoe 1908. The rate 
ranged from 22 * 46 in New Bazaar to 7*94 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 89 (53 males and 36 females), against 94 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7- The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 266 per 1,000 births registered during the 

twelve months ending February 28,1918. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 232, same 
as in the preceding month, 229 in the corresponding month of last year, and 260 the average for the corresponding 
months sinoe 1908.

8. In the oity of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate o f 270 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ending February 28, 1918. Calculated on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
216, against 242 in the preceding month, 249 in the corresponding month of last year, and 289 the average for the 
corresponding months sinoe 1908.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was attributed to Debility, to which 12 per cent, of the total deaths was due, 

cent, each was due to Pneumonia and Convulsions, 6 per cent, to Phthisis, 5 per cent, to Anehylostomiasis, 4 per cent, each to 
Diarrhoea, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Enteritis, 3 per cent, each to Prematurity and Bright’s Disease and Nephritis. 
2 per cent, each to Enteric Fever and Dysentery, and 1 per cent, each to Bronchitis, Puerperal Septicaemia, and Tetanus.

10. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Debility and Phthisis, to each of which 10 per cent, of the total 
deaths was due, Convulsions caused 8 per cent., Pneumonia 7 per cent., Enteritis 5 per cent.. Enteric Fever 4 per cen t., 
Bright’ 8 Disease and Nephritis 3 per cen t, Anehylostomiasis, Prematurity, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Dysentery, and 
Bronchitis 2 per cent, each, and Puerperal Septicsemia 1 per cent. 18 deaths from Plague were registered, as against 15 in 
the preceding month and 36 in the corresponding month of last year.

11. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chickenpox, of which 
240 cases were reported (61 in Colombo, 74 in Manna**, 33 in Galle, 24 in Kandy, 11 in Matale), followed by Enteric Fever 80

i47 in Colombo, 13 in Galle), Phthisis 79 (72 in Colombo, 3 in Galle), Measles 55 (36 in Kandy, 12 in Colombo), Continued 
11 ever 25 (10 in Colombo, 7 in Galle), Plague 21 (in Colombo), Mumps 5 (4 in Colombo), Diphtheria 2 (in Colombo). 

Dysentery 2 (in Moratuwa), Whooping Cough 2 (in Colombo), Diarrhoea 1 (in Moratuwa), and Leprosy 1 (in Wel.gama).

Meteorology.

12. Rainfall.— Kegalla recorded the highest rainfall (4*33 inches), followed by Ratnapura (4*26 inches). 
In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 1*62 inches in Hambantota to 0*02 of an inch in Matara. Colombo 
recorded 0* 10 inoh.

13. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 54*2° in Nuwara Eliya to 78*8° in Ratnapura, and was 
77*3" in Colombo.

14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV . for the city of Colombo, 
in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, N. W . M o bo appah ,
Colombo, March 20, 1918. for Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, Ac., not assignable
to wards. ~



I s  ' 1 4  g £ ' I '  f S ' f f f  i ‘ f ' g g  5 S ”  g ' S  S % g  °  S '  5 !  j f j

l j  Jill • "i  111 Sn 111 Si i iS i || n 11 g eg n s s 1 g 1
• 2 g _________ * — ____________________________ ________________________  Sg.2®

•S ® io § Q-sStS® I a Sag
i U o»»e f«® ,ss»asS8SS S?2SS SSS §g£3 § 5| 5g g»!°g|2 a IhlS^IS SSSSt! SSSSlsSS ®52S3ro3 ««M «»«•« -  ® Jg-g

« 8 * 0  ?  g l f f  f a r  ~ I 'S l
| « H  -§ »|gl|SI * §* |§
t « > d g s ns lM i____________________ :------------------------------------------------------ ,------------------------------ »  |&

' 1 1 1 ! I j i l f f s  s s n i  i « i s s  s i s s a i -  » n  i n  H ' s  s i i  « s . l g
i t s  ?-aM!si ________________________________— .............................. .......~ mZst l i f e '  | 833*-( S««—  S10- -  C5“ - ” ” ®| ^  Igtj
s J o  I  J f & s ”  - ............ ................................................i l l i i« . ■ '"■ .......  - ii . t } » »  figp 0 -p- «  j a>*> rSi m c» h  o  C3 © © © i> © © 94 © © © cooooqo 'SwjS !553 2 pv i$ « § 5? «us  ■•-*«« 3| Q i * —i x  t* © ® © ® hi> o  94 tot- © © © ^ w « th © toe* w © ?*** 7“ 7* ^ T5 ^ j ? £ *
S 8 ° «l*g 0*£ N -^© ^  t -^ © x © ©  •-» I 2S ® I «g 3S^S 2 2 x™ &aS 'N ^ ggS  X M M «M « NM^rtW X N N ^N  X CO ,-*<« ^  ^  ^ 03 " >,“ £ i i =3 ©̂**3 ’S-o !S’fih V h  S! S ------- —------- j------------------------------------------------- -------------- ---------------------- -- " *~     ' ~ § £ 0-3
2 i l «  Si'S] ^  I -h i> 05 t* ^ cdhinm® cm 94©9ix 2  SSSf^S v? EZ e*. !2 S a ®« -g  m  S \ % [  ro6 ^  1 t>o oo co i—i x  t* © 94 © 94 toT* t> t- —• « w ia o  oo tox e*© toco *o ^ to © 94 «cq ^
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Table IV .—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of February, 1918, in each Ward and of eaoh Race
in the City of Colombo.

— ——  ----------------------------------------- 1-----------------------— ■ ------ -----------------— ~
Words. Deaths among all Races.

■ 1  ' ' $T ; !
CMMMOfDMttM. |  S  3 - J" I

■8 8 -a I  1  I  & I  |W 3  %  | g. i js | 1  s  ' m 5, j
I  i  I  g 5  o !  1  s '8 I  *3 |  § S’ | g ; 1 ■ I  | I

_____  5  j * __® M a  I  !§ i  i a  I a__

All Causes 580 *— 10 21 47 77 46 142 98 ' 30 I 36 I 28 6 31 '279 108 | 78 12 16
_________________________________________;____________________________ j____;________________ !________ i____|_______

I.—Infantile Mortality - • 120 — 1 4 15 14 13 21 82 j 7 , 5 8 — 6 65 22 22 | 1 4
A.—One Week and under. j I

1. Prematurity .. ■ • 7 — — — — 2 — 3 — l  — 1 — 1 4 I 1 — —
2. Debility .. .. 22 — — 1 8 ' 4 3 3 6 — 1 1 — 1 8 [ 8 t : — 1
3. Convulsions ..  . . 8  — 1 — 4 — 1  — _  2 — i — 2 2 4 — —
4. Diarrhoea ■ • — — — — — __ — _ __ _ _ — — i — — : — i — ; — —

8. Tetanus » .. • • — — — — — _ — _ — _____— — — — ' — : — — j —
6. Bronchitis .. .. — — — — — _ — __— __ I __ — — — — ! — i — — —
7. Pneumonia .. *  .. — — — — — _ _ _ __ __I __  — — | _ — — , — — I —
8. Other Causes .. -  .. 2* — — — — — — 2 — — — — — 1 — 2 — — — ; —
B.—Oner 1 Week and under 1 Tear. ! '
1. Prematurity .. 2 — — _ — _  _ _ 2 _ _ _ _ ! __ 1 1 - — ; — ' —
2. Debility • • -  •• 21 — — 1 1 3 2 2 5 3 2 2 — i 1 11 3 Gi — ! -
3. Convulsions .. ■ • 28 — — 1 |4 3 3 _  13 — — 1 — ] 1 , 17 1 j 4 1 l
4. Diarrhoea .. .. i — _____'____ _ 1 i __ i __ , __ __ i l j — -
4o. Enteritis .. 11 — ‘ — — l 2 I 1 2 3 — 2 ; — — : 2 i 4 ; 3 1 1 — l
6. Tetanus .. i       —.   j       j         ! l .    ! — I   -

. -6. Bronohitis .. .. j _ __ _ _ _ j __ __ 1 _ _ : _ _ ; __ | j __ ■ — . — —
7. Pneumonia .. .. 7' — — 1 _  _  ! _  I n 1 2 _ i 1 _ 1 __ 1 O ' 1 1 — —
8. OtherCauses.. ,.| i2f  — — _  2 — ’ 2 J 7 1 i __ _ j _ _ : __ 9 2 — — j 1

11.—General Mortality (1 Tear and; j i !
over) .. ••! 410 — 9 17 82 63 83 121 66 23 31 j 15 6 j 25 214 86 56 1 11 , 12

1. Plague .. . . 1 8 — 2 1 r  2 1 ' 6 3 1 — I 1 1 I 2 | :t 8 4 ; — —
2. Smallpox .. .. — — — — _ _ _ I _ _ _ _ | _  _ __ : __ __ : —
3. Chickenpox .. . .  — — — — _ _ _  _ _ _ _ j _ _ __ | _  __ _  — —

■ 4. Measles .. .. — — — — _ _  __ ' __ ... _ __ j _  _ __ , __ _  — i —
6. Influenza . .  . .  —  —  —  — . _  __  __  1 __ __ j __  __  __  __  __  ! __  _ __  __ i —
6. Pyrexia or Fever .. — — — — _ _ __ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ —
7. Enterio Fever.. -.! 19 — — 1 2 2 1 6 4 : ] ,  — 2 1 1 1 2  2 3 — —
8. Malaria .. . . - 6  — 1 — 1   — 3 i j __       1 j  4 - __ —
9. Malarial Cachexia . . 3  — — — — 1 __ o i  _ __ __ i __ __ ; __ 2 1 — __ —

10. Cholera ..  — — — _ _  __ _ _ _ I __ _ l  _ _ . __ __ __ _ _ L-
11. Diarrhoea .. . . 4  — — — _ 3̂  __ __ __ _ l j  __ __ : __ 4 __ _ —
llo . Enteritis .. . .  17 — — — _  3 3 7 1 _  2 * 1 — 4 ’ 5 7 — 1
12. Dysentery .. . . 9  — 1 — 1 — 2 2 — — ! l I 2 _  _  : 5 3 — 1
13. Anchylostomiasis or Doohmius I i

Duodenalis .. •• 12 — — — — — — i0 1 — 1 : — — i s ' l ' l  1 -
14. Cancer .. .. 3 — — — — — — 3 — j __* __ j ___ __ __ ; 3 __ ' — — —

7  ..  S3 _  2 3 4 9 3 18 8 ' 4 ! « !  1 1 1 i 28 8 1 4 *
18. Other Tuberoulous Diseases .. 2 — — — _ _ _ _ j j ! _ _ I _ __ __ ! 1 ' __ 1 ... 1 —
17. Anaemia .. . . 2  — — — — __ __ __ 1 i __  I j  | _  __  _  j 1 ! j ! ... _  —
18. Diabetes Mellitus . . 8  — — — _ 1 1 1 1 ! j i _ I _ _____ 5 i __ i __ _ —
19. Convulsions .. . . 1 0 — 1 3 — 2 3 — — 1 | I _  __ _  1 fi i ' __ _ l
20. Tetanus .. .. .3  — — _ _ _ — 3 _ _ [ _  | __ __ l 'l i  -  _ 1
21. Bronchitis .. . . 7  — __  __ 1 1 __ 3 __  l ' l !  __ __ _ > 4 ' 2 ' 1 __ —
22. Pneumonia .. 31 — — — 3 7 2 12 2 — i 3 ! 2 2 3 15 j 6 , 3 1 1
23. Other Diseases of the Respira- i I 1

tory System ... 6 — — — — 1 l l 2 1 — — — __ 2 4 ' ___  —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 17 — — 3 4 1 2 ! 5 — __ 2 ' — 1 _ 9 3 ( 4  _ —
28. Puerperal Eclampsia . . 4  __ — __ _ __ _ 3 i l  _ i  _ _ _ _ 2 2 __ _ I "
20. Puerperal Septiowmia . . 6  — _ __ __ _ _ 4 1 2  _ I __ — _ 1 3  i ' l l  _I —
27. Miseatriage <• — — — — — — __ — __i __  — __ __ __ __ \ __ j — I —
28. Other undefined Aooidents of l ' l  * I !

Childbirth ..  . . 5  — — — 1 — 1 — I 2 i 1 I — — — — 2 1 , l — 1
29. Starvation ..  .. — — — — — — — — — __ j — ' — — J — __ ■ __ — _ \ —
30. Aooidents or Negligenoe . . 3  — 1 — — — — 2 — __ — 1 — — ' l 2 — 1 — _ !  —
31. Homicide .. . . 1  — — — — — — 1 —   — — — — 1   1 — — I —
32. Suicide .. . . 2  — — — — — — 1 —   — 1 — — 1   j — — j I
33. Execution .. . . 2  — — — — — — — 2 — — — — j — 2   I — __ ' —
34. All other oanses ..160J — 1 6 14 30 13 31 33 12 18 5 — 10 89 , 28 27 4 ] *
_____________________________________________________________________ [_ _ _ _ ___________I________ _____________ ! _

* One due to Cerebral Haemorrhage and the other to Gastritis.
t This includes 4 deaths from Congenital Syphilis, 8 from Improper Feeding, 2 from Nephritis, and 1 each from Dysentery) 

Rickets, and Gastritis.
% Here are included 55 deaths from Old Age,12 from Rickets, 11 from Debility, and 9each from Paralysis and Worms.

*

H. C. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO. CEYLON.

( 6 )


