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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1918.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

Tris report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.

2, The number of births registered was 1,508 (794 males and 714 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate
of 30°99 per 1,000, againsi 32'22 in the preceding month, 3251 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31°40 the
average for the corresponding months since 1908, The rate ranged from 17:41 in Ambalangoda to 51-84 in Badulla.

3. 1In the ity of Colombo the births registersd numbered 556 (276 males and 280 females), and were equal to an
annual rate* of 2620 per 1,000, against 2566 in the preceding month, 2603 in tho corresponding month of last year,
and 2733 the average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 10-36 in Kollupitiya to 30°11
in Wellawatta. ‘

Deaths,

4, The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,477 (784 males and 693 females). There wero 1,225
deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 2744 per 1,000, against 28- 02 in the preceding month, 2902
in the corresponding month of last year, and 32+47 the average for the month of February in each year since 1908. The
rate ranged from 10561 in Nawalapitiya to 8* 14 in Panadure,

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 530 (301 males and 229 females). There were 452 deaths of
vesidents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 24'71 per 1,000, against 26:66 in the preceding month, 29°07 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 31-13 the average for the month of February in each year since 1908. The rate
ranged from 2246 in New Bazaar to 7°94 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 89 (53 males and 36 females), against 94 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.

7. 'The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 266 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ending February 28, 1918. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 232, same
as in }t;he preoggirég month, 229 in the corresponding month of last year, and 280 the average for the corresponding
months since 1908.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to & rate of 270 per 1,000 births registered during
the twelve months ending February 28, 1918. Calculated on the births registered during the month only the rate was
2186, against 242 in the preceding month, 249 in the corresponding month of last year, and 289 the average for the
corresponding months since 1908. .

Causes of Death.

9. The highest mortality was attributed to Debility, to which 12 per cent. of the total deaths was due, 9%1'
cent. each was due to Pneumonia and Convulsions, 6 per cent. to Phthisis, 5 per cent. to Anchylostomiasts, 4 per cent. each to
Diarrhaes, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Enteritis, 3 per cent. each to Prematurity and Bright's Disease and Nephritis.
2 por cent. each to Enteric Fever and Dysentery, and 1 per cent. each to Bronchitis, Puerperal Septicemia, and Tetanus.

10. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Debility and Phthisis, to each of which 10 jer cent. of the total
deaths was due, Convulsions caused 8 per cent., Pneumonia 7 per cent., Enferitis 5 per cent.. Enteric Fever 4 per cent.,
Bright's Disease and Nephritis 3 per cent , Anchylostomiasis, Prematurity, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Dysentery, and
Bronchitig 2 per cent, each, and Puerperal Septiceemia 1 per cent. 18 deaths from Plague were registered, as against 15 in
the preceding month and 36 in the corresponding month of last year.

11. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chickenpox, of which

240 cases were reported (61 in Colombo, 74 in Mannar, 33 in Galle, 24 in Kandy, 11 in Mazale), followed by Entersc Fever 80

J(”"1"1 in Colombo, 13 in Galle), Phthisis 79 (72 in Colombo, 3 in Galle), Measles 55 (36 in Kandy, 12 in Colombo). Continued

ever 25 (10 in Colombo, 7 i Galle), Plague 21 (in Colombo), Mumps 5 (4 in Colombo), Diphtheria 2 (in Colombo).
Dysentery 2 (in M‘oratuwa), Whooping Oough 2 (in Colombo), Digrrhas 1 (in Moratuwa), and Leprosy 1 (in Wel.gama).

Meteorology.

12. Rainfall—Kegalia vecorded the highest rainfall (4:33 inches), followed by Ratnapura (4:26 inches).
In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 1:°62 inches in Hambantota to 0-02 of an inch in Matara. Colombo
recorded 0°10 inch,

13. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 64-2° in Nuwara Eliya to 78:8° in Ratnapura, and was
77-3° in Colombo,

14, For detailed statistics, see Tables I, and IL. for all towns, and Tables I11. and IV. for the city of Colombo,
in the Appendix,

Registrar-General’s Office, N. W. MORGAPPAH,
Colombo, March 20, 1918. for Registrar-General.

* The oity-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &c., not assignable
to wards, =
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of February, 1918, in each Ward and of each Race
in the City of Colombo.

Wards, Deaths among all Raoes,
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Slave Island.

Maradana (exclusive
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Maradana Hospitals.

City of Colombeo.
Fort and Galle Face.
Pettah.
San Sebastian.
Burghers.

} Othars.

Kollupitiya.

% ' | New Bazaar.
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I.—Infantile Mortality e ‘ ‘
A.—One Week and under. ‘ . ! : |
1. Prematurity .. . !
2. Debility .
3. Convulsions
¢. Diarrhes
4a. Enteritis
8. Tetanus « .
6. Bronchitis .. .
7. Pneumonia .. ,
8, Other Causes .. -

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity .. R
2. Debility e~ .. 91
3, Convulsions .. .. 28
4. Diarrhea .. Sl
4a. Enteritis . i
5, Tetanus e el
. -6. Bronohitis .. e
7. Pneumonia .. vl T
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1. Plague . |
2. Smallpox .
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5. Influenza . .
8. Pyrexia or Fever e
7. Enterio Fever.. .
8- M&]ﬂ"’a oo 4
9. Malarial Cachexia .
10. Cholera . .
11. Diarrhea .. .
11a, Enteritis .
12. Dysent . .
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius
Duodenalis .. c .
14, Cancer . ..
15. Phthisis e .
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases ..
17.  Ansemia . .
18. Diabetes Mellitus .
19. Convulsions ..
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22/ Pneumonia ..
23. Other Diseases of the Respira-
tory System ‘oo
24, Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .
26. Puerperal Beptigeemia .
27, Miscarriage .. v
28, Other undefied Accidents of|
Childbirth .. .e
29. Starvation .. ..
30. Accidents or Negligence .
31. Homiocide ve ..
32. Suicide .e .
33. Execution .. .
34. Al other causes e
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* One due to Cerebral Hmmorrhage and the other to Gastritis.

+ This includes 4 deaths from Congenital Syphilis, 8 from Improper Feeding, 2 from Nephritis, and 1 each from Dysentery
Rickets, and Gastritis.

t Here are included 55 deaths from Old Age, 13 from Rickets, 11 from Debility, and 9 each from Paralysis and Worins.
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