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VITAL STATISTICS OF CEYLON.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS
FOR THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1918.

1.—Population.

TRE estimated population of the Island on the last day of the quarter was 4,652,353, There was an excess of
22,484 births over deaths, but a decrease of 2,514 in immigration during the quarter under review.
2. Indian Codlies.—There were 5,490 arrivals and 8,004 departures of Indian coolies, as against averages of 12,826

and 19,077 respectively in the corresponding quarters of the past decade.

I1.—Marriages.
8. 5,988 marringes (4,353 Qeneral and 1,635 Kandyan) wore registered during the quarter, as against 6,734 in the
preceding quarter, 6,150 in the corresponding quarter of last year, and 5,622 the average for the corresponding quarters
of the past ten years. Table I. in the Appendix gives their distribution by Provinces and districta.

I1L—Births.

4. The births registered during the quarter numbered 52,623, and were in the proportion of 46-1 per 1,000
persons living, as against 44-2 the rate in the preceding quarter and 422 the average for the first quarters of 1908 to
1917. 'The birth-rate was thus both above the rate in the previous quarter and the average. It varied from 63°5 in
Kegalla to 34*4 in Batticaloa. The increase in the birth-rate over the last quarter was noticeable in all the distriots,
except those in the Northern and Eastern Provinces and in Nuwara Eliya and Ratnapura. The births registered in the
estates numbered 6,852 and corresponded to a rate of 54-7"per 1,000 of the estate population. Therate ranged from
76 '8 in tha estates of Matara to 45° 0 in those of Nuwara Eliya, In the 33 principal towns the number of births registered
was 4,764, corresponding to a rate of 30°5. Kalmunai recorded the highest rate, viz., 54:0, and Vavuniya the lowest,
viz., 39, In the city of Colombo the births numbered 1,706, and were equal to a rate of 25°0. (For detailed statistics
seo Tables I. to V,) There were 862 births of twins and 15 of triplets registered during the quarter, as against 602 and

15 respectively in the previous quarter.
IV.—~Deaths.

5. 30,139 deaths were registered in the Island during the quarter. The number corresponded to a rate of 26-4
per 1,000 persons living, as against 25° 2 in the previous quarter and 333 the average for the first quarters of the past
ten years. The highest death.rate in the Provinces was 38'3 in Uva, and in the districts §8°5 in Mannar. The lowest
rate in the Provinces was 244 in the Western, and in the districts 21°7 in Chilaw. Compared with the Island rate of
mortality, the rate in the districts of Mannar, Mullaittivu, Matale, Hambantota, Puttalam, and Badulla are digtinctly high.
The number of deaths regstered in the estates during the quarter was ¢,463. and corresponded to a rate of 357
per 1,000, The rate rangod from 648 per 1,000 in the estates of Matara to 284 in those of Nuwara Eliya. In the 33

-

principal towns the number of deaths registered during the quarter was 4,614. Of these, 3,791 were of residents in towns.
t quarters of 1908

and corresponded to a standardized rate of 264 per 1,000, as against an average of 31 ‘9 for the
to 1017. As in the previous quarter the highest rate of mortality (104) was recorded in the town of SRwalapitiya. The
rate is excessively high, being more than four times the average rate (24*2) and about six times the rate recorded in the
first quarter of 1917. The lowest rate, 6'7, was recorded in the town of Nuwara Eliya. In the city of Colombo the
death-rate during the quarter was 24°2, (For detailed statistics see Tables I. to V.),

266 still births (142 males and 124 females were registered in the 83 principal towns, as against 350 in the previous

quarter.
V.—Intant Mortality.

8. The deaths of children below the age of one year to every 1,000 births registered during the year ended the
last day of the quarter was equal to a rate of 211 for all races, as against 177 in the previous yuarter and 200 in the first
guarter of 1917. The highest rate among the Sinhalese was 8349 in the Puttalam District, among the Tamils 470 in the Manner
District, and among the Moors 3840 in the Puttalam District. The lowest rate was 130 for Sinhalese in the Kalutara
District, for the Tamils 212 in the Trincomalee District, and for the Moors 173 in the Batticaloa District. The estate
infant mortality rate was 238 per 1,000, and was higher than the Islandrate. It ranged from 385 per 1,000 births in the
estates of Galle District to 160 in those of Kalutara District. In the towns the infant mortality was 247 per 1,000 births
registered, as against an average of 261. Vavuniya recorded the highest rate, viz., 477, and Panadure the lowest, viz., 77.
In the city of Colombo the deaths of infants under one year corresponded to a rate ef 261, as against an average of 200.

VL —Causes of Death.

7. Of the total deaths 80,139 registered during the quarter, nearly 13 per cent. were reported as due to Pyrexia.
Among the other causes which coniributed to a high rate of mortality were Infantile Convulsions 12 per cent., Diseases
of Skin and Cellular Tissue 11 per cent. Diarrhoea 8 per cent., Debility (of children under three months) 5 per cent.,
Rickets, Pneumonia, Senility, and Anmmia each 4 per cent., Diseases or Accidents of Pregn.ncy and of Childbirth and
Phthisis each 3 per cent., Dropsy, Anchylostomiasis, Intestinal Parasites, Dysentery, and Promature Birth each 2 per oent.
44 deaths from Plague were registered (43 in Colombo and 1 in Kandy), as against 20 in the previous quarter and 124 m
the first quarter of 1917. 1 death from Smellpox. 13 deaths from Measles, and 7 from Chickenpox were also reglsﬂ’”d'

. 8, Affections produced by external causes :— .

(a) Sutoide.~~Fifty-seven deaths were attributed to suicide,

quarter of 1917, :

as against 47 in the previous quarter andm“'ﬂﬂt
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(b) Homicide.~TForty-one deaths were due to homicide during the quarter, as against 45 in the preceding quarter
and 41 in the corresponding quarter of last yeéar. . .

(c) Barecutions.—There were 7 judicial executions registered during the quarter, as against 12 in the previous
quarter and 7 in the corresponding quarter of last year.

- (@) Acoidents ~Of the 447 deaths atiributed to accidents and affections produced by external causes, 112 deaths
were due to drowning (46 in wells, 3 in pits), 93 to burns, 84 to fall from trees, and 24 to fall of heavy substances. 84
deaths were caused by snake-bite, and 14 by injuries by animals, 6 deaths were due to being run over by railway
trains, 4 by carts, and 4 by motor cars.

9.. Causes of Deaths on Estates.—~The heaviest mortality on estates was from Debility (of children under three
months), to which 17 per cent. of the total deaths wasdue, 10 per cent. each was due to Pneumonia, Anchylostomiesis, and
Infantile Convulsions, 9 per cent. to Diarrhcea, 7 per cent. to Dysentery, 4 per cent. each to Debility (three months and
over), Senility, and Premature Birth, 8 per cent. each to Diseases of Pregnancy : nd of Childbirth and Bronchitis, 2 per
oent, to Phthisis, and 1 per cent. to Entoritis. (For detailed statistics see Table VII.)

10, Causes of Death in the Towns.—In the 33 principal towns in the Island 10 per cent. of the total deaths was due
to Pneumonia, 8 per cent. to Convulsions, 7 per cent. to Debility (under one year), 6 per cent. each to Phthisis and
Anchylostomiagis, 5 per cent, to Diarrhewa, 4 per cent. to Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 3 pér cent. each to Enteritis,
Prematurity, Bright’s Disease, Nepbritis, and Dysentery, 2 per cent. each to Enteric Fover and Bronchitis, and 1 per cent.
each to Puerperal Septicsamia and Tetanus. (For detailed statistics see Table VIIL.)

Registrar-General’s Office, . W. L. KiNpERSLEY,
Colombo, July §, 1918, N - ] Registrar-General.

APPENDIX,

——

Table L—Area, Estimated Population, and the Number ot Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered
in the First Quarter of 1918.

éo gg Macriages, Births, Deaths,
32 S I T
Provigee and Distziot, é 837 ! i g ; i :
2892 R : . I ' |
P ﬁ°‘§ ! i > . X . !
B AERE R A B P
g s & o B & &« | = o=
f , ! ! i
Ceylon .. f 95,481 | 4,682,383, 5988 4,358 1,635 52,623 26,120, 25,003) 30,189 15,172 14,967
oo e | y ', ] .
Western .. .| 1,432 | 1,198,876 1,888 1,888/ — 13,063! 6,733 ¢33 7,203 3,700 3,603
Contral .. Lo22me ) TSLT G4 2y 40l B 4,442, 4373 5117 25200 2,597
Southern .. 1 2,146} Segass LTy 1,167 4 9,2341 4,690 4 54 4,901 2,350, 2,661
Northern .. . 3,613 104 927 75 380 §' 3,403) 1,766 1,64 2,665 1,401 1,264
Eastern . . 3,346t 46 oea '1311 82 1 1,707, 863 819 1,316 698, 618
North-Western . 3,01 I 352) 379 8,953 2,095 2,95 3,343 1,683 1,660
North-Central . 4008 86, 50{ 67 23 144 1173  “se3  'bgs| 668 364 308
Uva . .. 8,2H} 42§-2982 2221 45/ 2771 2,853 1,440‘ 1,413 1,831 915 918
Sabaragamuwa _ 1,801 ) 28 2131 415 6,412 3,203] 3,200 3,004 1,541 1,653
Western, l ) I
Colombo .. .| B60F 698161 1,02 1026 — 7,2011  3,740]  8,461] 4,269' 2,276, 1,904
Negombo .. o 247 ;gg-gg %3‘;% 254 — 2,185, 1,118) 1,037] 1,002 530, 562
Kalutara .. ] 623 , 608 — 3,707 1,375' 1,832 1,842 805, 947
Central, | i
R ST (0 B B R T RS R
.é . Ton ! 3 96
Nuwere Eliya .| a02f 169,263 8 39  so| 1817 867  gg0] 1,033 538 500
Southern. !
Galle .. . es2l 322,333 695 692 4036 2,074 1,082 173]  1,038' 1,137
Meatara .. Ul 481y 252,031 836 335 W 3546 1,775 1771 f'?és 098 "008
Hambantota . 1,0128 11,418 140 140 — 1,662 841 811 ‘830 479, 511
Northern, ' I
e ’ 4 — 7 31,
Mullaittiva 14683 1728 10 8 302! }i’ﬁi s %g lgi' lgili
Eastern, . 'i
Battisalon. . g,001 163739 57l 46l wl| ;498 699.
v - 2, ! , 99. 689 076 58l 496
Trincomales o] 1,048 30,598 18 16 319 159, 1’60 1’24 117, 123
Nolnith-Wesf:l:n. ;
s 314,630 - :
Patialas o» e+ e B L I E RS et It
Chilaw .. > 95,508 ; 33 161;
.| 262} ) 137 137] — 963 498 465! 510‘ 270 240
North-Central. i
Anuradhapurs 86,805 v !
hap .| 4,068 187 23l 1ed 1178 593 585 669, 364[ 308
Uva, ’ ; t
Badulla .. o BT B0 322 45 2 2858 1400 pag gsm o5 016
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Table II.—Birth- and Death-rates in the First Quarter of 1918, the corresponding Quarter of 1917, the
Fourth Quarter of 1917, and the Mean Rates for the First Quarters of 1908-1917.

) Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. Death-rate per Mille per Annum.
Province and Distriets First Fourth First Average for First Fourth First Average tot
) arter 1st Quarters, , ., ,
iyt Quacter, | Qugner | oo-torn | Yiar | DI | e |Netne
Ceylon 46°1 42 43-1 422 26:4 282 265 333
Western 44°3 411 449 430 24-4 23-8 24-1 25-9
Central 500 498 4740 4240 290 286 31-4 31-9
Southern 8§48 487 51-8 479 29-1 27-3 260 39-6
Northern 36-2 394 39-6 361 28-3 282 31-8 35-8
Eastern 35-6 42+4 384 35-8 276 30°6 31-1 35-2
North-Wastern . 53-8 51°9 466 431 302 24°8 28-2 39-2
North-Central R 550 627 61-7 445 81-2 29°3 36-0 48:6
Uva . 51+9 476 433 43-1 33-3 34°2 34-4 39-0
Sabaragamuwa 611 586 444 465 208 272 27-8 37-3
Westorn.
Colombo . 41-8 378 430 406 24-8 230 24-0 25-8
Negombo . 464 450 46-3 471 235 22-3 20-2 23-8
utara . 48-7 46-9 484 460 24 25-6 26-8 274
Contral, .
Kandy . 504 46-9 478 43-2 28-9 28+9 31-3 31°1
Matale . 883 477 437 4383 - 86-1 34-8 369 43-8
Nuwara Eliya . 438 588 470 | 381 24- 237 28-2 261
Southern
811 -3 64-1 47- 278 27-4 25-8 80-1
Matara 871 498 51-6 49-3 280 26-3 23-4 34-4
Hambantots ‘1 3-8 45-6 457 36-0 29-2 32-7 8§72
Northern.
Jafina 362 38-6 39-3 35-6 26-0 27-1 29-4 399
Mannar 417 44-8 42-1 386 53-5 4] -4 59-4 56-0
Mullaittiva 47°4 48-8 43-9 42-4 376 31-8 346 49-
Fastorn, i
Batticaloa 344 40-6 36-4 35-2 26-7 30-8 80°4 308
Trincomalee 42:3 52-2 49-5 39-3 81-8 30-4 348 406
North-Western, I '|
Kurunegala . 896 57:0 484 447 32-2 27-1 30-2 42-9
Puttalam .l 38-7 884 30-2 346 35-0 23-4 34-5 42-2
Chilaw E 409 407 43°8 414 217 18°0 189 25-
North-Central, f ’ .
Anuradhapura .| 550 827 61-7 44°8 812 29-3 380 486
Uva. .
Badulla g 519 476 433 431 33°3 342 84-4 890
Sabaragamuwa, |
Ratnapura e 878 645 46-0 46°'8 318 884 36-3 453
Keoga . 838 545 433 465 27-9 231 22-0 33:2
‘ : : -

[For Table JII. see page 4.]

Table IV.—Births, Deaths, and their Rates on Estates, First Quarter, 1918, &o., and Average Rates, 1208-1917,

pop \xlationj mg‘ :g.red “D:::hr:d Birth-rate per Mille per Annum, Death-rate per Mille per Aunum.
£ th
District, o§il{m£h during luring Qmm Fourtn QFigi!t Ayerage: ] Firat Q},’gggggl Qs Al
arc uarter uarter, uarter ) T,
10, 1911, | Quarter, | Quacter, | T3gig," | Cypiz | “1017, | Juarters | Quarter, | “1017." | “1017. " |{Jarvany,
- l .
Kandy 147,728 | 1,863 | 1,274 | 50°9) 543 46:6| 36-0f 350 37-3| 407 83:5
Matale ..| 31,186 448 301 | 5837 48-3| 38-3| 830 891} 436, 498 45-0
Nuwara Eliys ..{100,393 | 1,114 703 | 450 | 70-9| 33| 84-7]| 28-4| 26-9| 350/ 3278
Badulla ..] 71,957 978 675 | 651 | 428 45°1| 36:7| 380 3531 43-7| 40-8
Ratnapura .| 30,455 483 | 366 | 643| 805 502 | 40°6| 487 Bl1| 605 734
Kegalla | 62,518 1,035 52| 67-1| 387| 30.7| 32:0| 939 17-5] 243 887
Colombo luarr! Tiss! 21| o685 489 358 824 867 83.¢) 382:1) 43°0
Kalutars .| 30768 488, 2831 64:3| 69:5| 42:3| 38-2| 373 465 886 9?.
Galle .. .| 6,205 97 | 78 | 62-5| .59-2| 586 39:6| 803! 617 535 go-
Matara, , o] 3,191 60 | 51| 76-3| D547 80:1| d4g:4) 64:8) 59:7 ) 1030 g
Kurunegala .| 9,789 us | 89 468 47+0 282 263 3649 32-¢ f 29:8
Total ..[507,667 | 6,852 @ 4,463 | O54-7| 66°6| 44:7| 3853 387 4
- {
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Table VIL—Causes of Death Registered on Estates in the Central, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Proviness, in the
Colombo and Kalutara Distriets of the Western Province, Galle and Matara of the Southern Provinee,

and Kurunegala in the North-Western Provinee, during the First Quarter of 1918,

1 'Province) Pg):;’i:rc; ot Western Southern North-
i 3 es
Oenteal Province. of Uva.] gamuwa. | Province. Province, EY;'OV;?;:
4
Causes of Death, g 4 g
] . o & g [N g 5 3
d 23 o .
Sk HERIIE L RE IR A
— J— 3 -
: 3 g 27| & |8 |84 |g 3]+
All Csuses . 4,463 1,274] 301 703 65| 366 59y 121 283) 78 8 89

1. Enterio Fever .. . 9 5 ~ i _ } —_ 2

2. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia -. 48 2 7 4 3 2 1 4

3. Smallpox .o ee] - - — - — -— —_ —

R RO I B = =12z 12 =

o 00! s S— ~— —— —— — —~——

- 8. Cholﬂrpalng .o X3 - —_~ el — -— - —— —

'81. 2 tery . .o 817 98 17, 4 11 7 8l 3.

9, wakonpox . . 4 4 — - — — — _
}o. Other Epidemio Disoages . 22 l(l) 1 — - — — —_

1, . - — -1 —- = —
12, or Septio Discoses - .. 5 — -— - — — — 1
13, Hydrophobm - e 1 — — = = - _
14, 'retanus . .o 8! 4 ~— - — — — —
15, .e 70, 1 2 2 8 1l — 3
16, Other Tnbereulous Diséages ..| — - ~— — — — - —
17. Rio . RIS | 1 A =121 =

8. Pata.ng\ .. ] = -] - 18-z -
10, Canocer . 8 2 — — - . - 1
20, Aoute Rheumatic Fever . 9 3 1 1 — — — —
21. Diabetes . .- 3 — — - e - - .
22. Anemis .o - 2 8 1 1 ) . — __
23, Alooholism .. . 2 2 — _ _ - _ s
24. Other General Discases .- 30 8 1 - I —

_ 28, Meningitis 10 1~ 2 1 - 1
26, OarebralHaamorrhageorApoplexy 17 5 — _ H - —

. 27. Paralysis S 18 8 2 - - | = —
28. Erilepsy I} 4 — Jd 4 = | = -
29. Convnlalons (non-puerpersl) e 17 4 1 _ - ) 1
30. Infantile Convulsions 435 1200 21 s0] a7l 20 8% 7
381. Other Diseases of the Nervoul

System S - 11 2 — — .

32. Organio Diseases of the Heert ..| 17 7 1 - 3 — N -

33. H=morrhoids .. 1 y — | - -

34. Other Diseases of the meulatory - -~ — -

System . RAREES || 2 - _ _
35. Bronchitis . o 123 26, 10 1 - - 2
36, Ppeumonia .. .| 460 131 33 0 5@ 1 10
37. Pulmonary Congestion N 1 1) - 17 1 3
38. Asthma 18, 6 1 - 1 - - - -
39. Other Diseases of the Eespimtory - — - -
System o 7 2 1
40. Thrush, Stomatitis . | - — - 1 — - -
41. Infantile Diarrhes .o 46 12 3 - - - - -
42. Diarrhea undefined o] 348 102 26 3 I — — h ~ e
43. Enteritis ¥ o oBe 12— o 28 T 4 ¢
44. Anchylostomiasis .| 488 149 37 1 ; 5 — 1 13
45. Intestinal Parasites . 28’ 8 1 4 11 1
46. Appendicitis and Typhilitis .. R 21 3 — - -
47. D of the Liver . 14 ] — - - —_ - -
48. Peritonitia . 14) 3 2 1 &) 1 — -
49 Other Diseasges of the Dlgestxve ' - - - —
System 39 o 2 1
50. Bright's Diseass and Nephritis . . 50 13 2 1 2 1 1
51. Other Diseases of the Genito- : 1 3 ] —
Urinary System 9; 2 — 1 1
52. Diseases orf%%oﬁg%nta of Preg- i 24 9 - 1 2 — — -
nanoy or o irth 143 14
53. Disoases of the Skin and Cellular| | 12 b IEEUNEE L R Y B A 8
Tisgue 18, 4 1 3 1 1‘ L
84. Diseases of the Bones and of the i i - B — !
Organs of Locomotion 1 — — ] — —_
55. Congenital Malformations 1! ) R — - — - - — _ —_ -
56. Premature Birth 169’ 68, 3 33J 30 1 - - — — .

57. InfantileDebility(underd monthu) 7, 247 87 175 101 e A ? 5 6 1 1

gs. é)th?irtmseasas of Early Infa.ncy 4 gg 1 2L a8 /,]: 9. 37 7 4
9. Senility e 170: 42 14 ' A - ! - - — -

60. Suicide . 9| 5! 1 3513‘ - 2 1? z 310 3 1 1

61. Homicide o 3 — | - 1 - _ - —i=1-1- -—

62. IExecution . _— —_] - — — I - g — 1 - —

63. Acc1dentsd abnd cxt'.her1 aﬂeetmns‘ 21} .- - - —_ - —

produced by external causes .. 54 ! 3 o i =

64. Dropsy . 56 10, 9 11 7 ‘,; & 'l\ i 3 1 1

65. Heart Failure .. . 18 2 -~ | 1 3 7 3, - | -

66. Debility (3 months and over) . L 200 ) 10! 29 3 2 3g ﬂ g‘; - 1 — - 4

87. Pyrexia 27 3- 2 1 7 1 . A 19 — 2 ]

58, Disease: not epeoxﬁed or lll- ] ‘ : N — —
deﬁﬂed oo . 13 1! - — — -— 1 —_ . 1 —
. Other ill-defined diseas s 0 2 | U ) - ) 2 - - -
- —
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