
VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CETLON IN THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST, 1918.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the V ital Statistics o f the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

o f the Ordinance N o. 1 o f 1895.
Births.

2. The number o f births registered was 1,445 (748 males and 697 females), and was equivalent to  an annual rate 
o f 26*82 per 1,000, against 25*19 in the preceding month, 25*46 in the corresponding m onth o f last year, and 26*16 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from  8* 78 in Nawalapitiya to 76* 64 in Lunugala.

3. In  the city  o f Colombo the births registered numbered 510 (261 males and 249 females), and were equivalent
to  an annual rate* o f 21*70 per 1,000, against 17*03 in the preceding month, 21*62 in the corresponding month o f last 
year, and 21*06 tile average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from  7*17 in Kollupitiya to  25*84 
in W ellawatta. i

Deaths. !
. 4. The total deaths registered during the m onth numbered 1.295 (710 males and 585 females). There were 1,057

deaths o f residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 21 * 38 per 1,000, against 24 * 60 in the preceding month, 25 * 65 
in  the corresponding m onth o f last year, and 29* 16 the average for the month o f August in each year since 1908. The 
rate ranged from  50* 12 in Mannar to 4*01 in  Kegalla.

5. In  the city o f Colombo the deaths numbered 456 (263 males and 193 females). Them were 393 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* o f 19*40 per 1,000, against 24*69 in the preceding month, 22*84 in the 
corresponding month o f last year, and 29 * 56 the average for the month o f August in each year since 1908. The rate 
ranged frbm 21 * 76 in W ellawatta to  5 * 61 in  K ollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 74 (40 males and 34 females), as against 99 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The m ortality o f infants under one year o f age was equal to a rate of 203 per 1,000 births registered during the 

twelve months ended August 31,1918. Beckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 206, against 
256 in the preceding month, 232 in the corresponding month o f last year, and 257 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1908.

8. In  the oity of Colombo the m ortality o f infants was equal to  a rate o f 197 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended August 31, 1918, Beckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
192, against 358 in the preceding month, 209 in the corresponding month o f last year, and 296 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1908.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest m ortality was attributed to Pneumonia, to which 15 per cent, o f the total deaths was due, 10 per 

cent, was due to Debility, 7 per cent, to Convulsions, 6 per cent, to Phthisis, 5 percent, to  Diarrhoea, 4 per cent, eacluto 
Anchylostomiasis and Dysentery, 3 per cent, each to Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Enteric Fever, Malaria and Malarial 
Cachexia, and Enteritis, 2 percent, each to Bronchitis and Prematurity, and 1 per cent, to Cancer.

10. In Colombo, too, the highest m ortality was from  Pneumonia, to which 14 per cent, o f the deaths was due.
10 per cent, was due to Phthisis, 8 per cent, to  Debility, 5 per cent, each to Convulsions, Enteric Fever, and Enteritis, 4 per 
cent, to Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 3 per cent, each to Bronchitis and Dysentery, 2 per cent, each to Diarrhoea and Cancer, 
and 1 per cent, to Anchylostomiasis.

11. One death from  Plague was registered (in Colom bo), as against 11 in the preceding month and 2 in the 
corresponding m onth o f last year. One death from  Smallpox was registered in Mannar.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Phthisis, of which 
134 cases were reported (129 in Colombo, 3 in Gallo), followed by  Enteric Fever 64 (45 in Colom bo, 7 in Kandy), Chickenpox 
58 (32 in Colom bo, 11 in Kandy, 6 in  Kalutara), Meades 25 (14 in Nuwara Eliya, 10 in Kandy), Dysentery 3  (in Moratuwa), 
Whooping Cough 3 (in Colom bo), Diphtheria 1 (in Galle), Plague 1 (in Colombo), Mumps 1 (in Galle), Smallpox 1 (in Mannar), -■ 
and Septicsemia 1 (in Badulla).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall.— H atton recorded the highest rainfall (16 * 87 inches), followed by Batna pura (12*53 inches). In the 

other towns the rainfall ranged from  9 * 07 inches in Matara to  0 * 03 inch in  Chilaw and Jaffna respectively. Colombo 
recorded 2*09 inches.

14. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 60*0° in Nuwara Eliya to 86*4° in Trincomalee, and 
was 81 • 4° in Colombo.

15. F or detailed statistics, see Tables I . and n .  for all towns, and Tables III . and IV . for the city o f Colombo,
In the Appendix.

Begistrar-General’ s Office, N. W . M oboappah,
Colombo, September 25, 1918. for Reeistrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, to., not assignable 
towards.
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1 I  -- ôloso P T  I I P  " P  II  II 111_LLLU ___I-L1_LLL!!_ •§
1 I  --- 0̂*2 |-p p ?p p «  ™ lOH I P  112 rt II  I I I 11 MS I

__________  ■"■" _u ................... "" f-H fh i-t ~~ 7'^"'.' . . ", '~<N ~ih d  O
•§, •ampwrej 1 J M 11 M M M M I I I I  II | I .3

|  j  ^  T T T T r 1 1  w i r i r i r j 1 1 r i  m r T * ~ ®
I  I  — iT " m i i " " ^ i r * r 5 r " 1 1  " r ^ n 2 |
1 §   ------— — —s-T̂ r—̂  P P  » O ̂ ■§ ’otiraoBoK l I I I  I I  M I I 11 1 g
g f ------------—---------  ffioo'oo COG0 05-H U5CO<NÔ « “ -1 M . *5~P~p^S "
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>> S  ̂ ® § d ® 's 'SB © a 5 d * -SS l l  i s g^ScgSMiSaa swfe ■«* - 3

( 5 )



(  e  )

T able IV .— Causes o f  D eaths registered during the M onth o f  August, 1918, in  each W ard and o f  each R ace
in  the City o f  Colombo.

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

t  1  j . i  r ~& fe *2, 5  3 *
Causes of Death. *1 a  S . 8  § 3  .

o Jg •« §  H *5 ss *5 tA
S. :| . c S S i a § o J J “ ' s i a s ?

"  s' 1 & 1  -S 3  S & S ̂ * I s * 1 £ § g1 | 1 I -3 5
_________________ ________  S g l i m  M _fc ___ i M ^ l w l  n W a o

All Causes . .  456 —  2 18 89 60 88 185 75 36 30 32 1 86 848 92 62 18 19

I.—Infantile Mortality . .  98 —  —  7 5 18 12 18 23 11 1 13 — 8 55 14 15 4 7
4 .—One Week and tinder.

1. Prematurity •. - . 2  —  — —  1 1 —  —  — —  —  — „—  —  1 1 —  —  —
2. Debility . .  . . 8  —  — —  — 1 1 2 4 —  — — — — 6 —  1 — l
3. Convulsions . .  . . 4  — —  —  —  1 1 1 —  —  —  1 —  —  3 1 — — —
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . . — —  — — — — —  — —  — / — — —  — ■— —  — — —

8. Tetanus . .  . . 1  — —  — — —  —  —  — —  —  1 —  — 1 —  — —  —
6. Bronchitis ■ • . . . — —  — —  — —  —  —  — —  — — ■—■ — —  — — — —
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  -— —  — — — — — —  -— —  —  — —  — — —  — — —
8. Other Causes. .  . . 2 *  —  —  —  — —  — 1 •— 1 —  — — — 1 — — 1 —
8 .—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity . .  . .  __ —  — — — __: —  __  — __ __ — —  — —  —  — —  —
2. Debility . .  . * 1 9  —  —  —  — l  3 1 9 1 — 4 —  —  9 3 5 — 2 '
3. Convulsions . .  . - 1 5  —  —  3 2 1 2  __ 4 1  __ 2 —  —  5 3 3 1  *
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . 2  —  —  —  1 1 — ___  —    ____ __ — —  2 — — —  —
4a. Enteritis . .  . .  15 —  —  3 —  —  —  3 3 3 —  3 — 1 9 2 1 1 1
5. Tetanus . .  . .  ___ __ __ __ __ „  __  __ __ __ __ __ —  —  —  —  —
6. Bronchitis . .  . .  7 _  —    — — 3 —  —  3    1 —  —  3 1 3 —  —
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  10 •— —  —  — 4 1 1 1 2 —  1 —  1 7 1 1  —  —
8. Other Causes. .  . .  13f —  —  1 1 3 1 4 2  — 1 —  — 1 3 2 1 1  —

II.—General Mortality (1 Fear and
W>r) . .  . .  358 _  2 11 25 47 26 122 52 85 29 19 1 23 188 78 47 9 12.

1. Plague , .  . - 1  —  —  —  —    — ___  —  1 __ —  — — 1 — —  —  —
2. Smallpox . .    _  —                    —  —  —  —  —  —  —

4. Measles . .  ! J __ __ _  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ “  ___ __ __ —  —  —  —  —
6. Influenza . .  . .  __                             —  —  —  —  —
6. Pyrexia or Fever . . 4  __ __ __ 1 1 __ __ __ 1 1 __ —  1 2 1 —  —  —
7. Enteric Fever.. . .  25 —  — — 1 4 3 10 —  4 2 1 1 2 13 5 3 —  1
8. Malaria . .  . .  x __ _ _  __ __ __ __ j  __ __ __ __ __ —  —  —  1 —
9. Malarial Cachexia . ,  __ __ __ __ _  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ —  —  —  .__

10. Cholera . .  . .  __ __ _  __ _, __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ —  —  _
11. Diarrhea . .  . .  9 —  —  _ - ~ i l x i 2 3 — —  — 6 1 2  1 —
11a. Enteritis . .  . .  8 —  — — — 1 —  3 1 — 2 1 — — 4 3 — —  1

?y*«n*®ry . .  13 — — -  1 _  3 3 2 —  3 1 —  1 6 4 — 1 1
13. Ancaylostonuasia or Doohxmus

Duodenal is . .  . . 6  —  — — — — — s -r  — x —   ____ 5 — — — 1
f e f .  "  . .  8 —  — 1 — — — 5 1 -  _  1 — 1 5 1 — —  1

??■ . . .  49 —  2 4 3 6 1  1?  8 2 4 2 — 1 20 15 10 —  3
18. Other Tuberculous Diseases •. 1 __ —  __ __ __ __ 1 __ __ ,_ _ __ _  1 —  — —  ~
17. Anemia . .  __ __ _  __ __ __ __ __ __ _  __ __ __ — — —  —
18. DJabetesMellitus . . 5  —  __  __ __ X 1 1 1 1 _____ —  — 1 |3 1 —  —
19. Convulsions . .  . . 6  —  __ 1 1 —   ___  2   1 1 —  — 2 “ 2 2 —  —
20. Tetanus , .  . . 2  — __ __ __ __ — 2 __ __ __ — — —  2 —  — —  —
21. Bronchitis . .  ... 7 —  _ _  3 x     1 2 — — —  — 1 2 3 1 —
22. Pneumonia . .  . .  54 —  — 1 6 6 2  29 3 4 1  2 —  5 . 27 H  8 — &
23. Other Diseases of the Respira­

tory System . . 5  — — — —  1 —  3 1 —  ____— —  4 1  — — —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 18 — —  — — 1 1 10 1 — 2 3 —  2 13 2 —  1 —
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . . 1  —  —  —  —  — 1 —  — __  __ __ — — —  — 1 — —
26. Puerperal Septicemia . . 3  —   1 __ — — 2 —     —  — —  3 —  —  — —

28. Other undefined Accidents of
Childbirth . .  . . 2  —  — __  —  —  — 2 — __  __ — —  —  2 —  —  —  —

29. Starvation . .  . .  —  — — — —  — — — — — — — — —  — —  —  —
30. Accidents or Negligence . . 6  —  — — 1 1 — 4 — — — — — — 4 2 — —  —
31. Homicide . .  . .  — — — — —  — — — — — — — — — — —  —  —
32. Suicide . .  . . 1  — — — — — —  1 —  .— — — —  — 1 — —
33. Execution . .  . . 2  — — — — — — — 2 — — — —  —  ' I  ” 7 ~
34. Ail Other Causes . .  121J — — 3 8 23 13 23 27 8 9 7 — 10 64 25 17 4 1

* One due to Intestinal Obstruction and the other to Atelectasis. .
t Four deaths from Syphilis, 2 from Rickets, 2 from Worms, and 1 each from Hyperpyrexia, Intussusception, Tabes

II esent erica, Thrush, and Appendicitis.
J Here are included 31 deaths from Old Age, 11 from Paralysis, 10 from Rickets, 10 from Debility, and 8 from Worms.
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