
N o . 6 ,9 77 —  T H U R S D A Y , N O V E M B E R  1 4 , 19 18 ,

—  V I T A L  S T A T IS T IC S  O F  T O W N S  IN  C E Y L O N  IN  THE 
M O N T H  O F  S E P T E M B E R , 19 18 .

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
Thts report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

o f the Ordinance No. 1 o f 1895.
Births.

2. The number o f births registered was 1,315 (698 males and 617 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate 
of 25*22 pe# 1,000, against 26*82 in the preceding month, 22*27 in the corresponding month o f last year, and 26*96 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 12*09 in Nawalapitiya to 53'17 in Batticaloa.

3. In  the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 454 (242 males and 212 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate* of 19*97 per 1,000, against 21*70 in the preceding month, 17*99 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 22* 29 the average for the corresponding months since 1908. Theraterangedfrom8*12inSt. Sebastiaq to 20 *38 
in Wellawatta. i

Deaths.
4 . The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,073 (1,138 males and 935 females). There were 1,680 

deaths o f residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 35 * 12 per 1 ,0 0 0 , against 21 * 38 in the preceding month, 21 • 90 
in the corresponding month of last year, and 27*84 the average for the month o f  September in each year since 1908. The 
rate ranged from 78*53 in Ratnapura to 12 40 in Hambantota.

5. In the city o f Colombo the deaths numbered 741 (405 males and 336 females). There were 650 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* o f 3 3 ' 1 6  per 1 ,000 , against 19*40 in th e  preceding month, 17*28 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 28 * 03 the average for the month of September in each year since 1908. The rate 
ranged from 32*21 in Kotahena to 8*70 in KoIIupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 90 (44 males and 46 females), as against 74 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 240 per 1,000 births registered during the 

twelve months ended September 30,1918. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 267, against 
206 in the preceding month, 217 in the corresponding month of last year, and 238 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1908.

8. In  the city of Colombo the mortality o f infants was equal to a rate o f  288 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended September 30.1918. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
308, against 192 in the preceding month, 210 in the corresponding month of last year, and 262 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1908.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was attributed to P n eu m on ia , to which 29 per cent, o f the total deaths was due. 

Probably most o f these deaths were due to the recent outbreak of In flu e n z a , the monthly average o f deaths from. 
P n eu m o n ia  being not more than 10 per cent. 5 pw  cent of the total deaths was actually attributed to In flu e n z a  7 per 
cent., was due to D eb ility , 6 per oent. to C on vu lsion s, 5 per cent, to P h th is is , 3 per cent, each to  M a la r ia  and M a la ria l 
C a c h ex ia , A n ch y lo s to m ia sis . D iarrhoea, E n ter ic  F e v er , and D y sen tery . 2 per Oent. each to E n te r itis , B r ig h t’ s  D isea se  and  
N e p h r itis , P rem a tu rity , and B ro n ch itis , and 1 per cent, to P u erp era l S ep tica em ia .

10. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from P n eu m on ia , t o  which 25 per cent, o f the total deaths was due 
(against f\n. average of 10 per oent), 10 per cent, was due to In flu en z a , 7 per cent, each to  D e b ility  and P h th is is , 5 per cent, 
to  C on v u lsion s, 3 per oent. each to E n teric  F ev er, B r ig h ts  D isease a n d  N e p h r itis , a n d  E n te r itis , 2 percent, each to B ro n ch itis  
and D y sen tery , and 1 per cent, each to D ia rrh oea , A n ch ylos.om ia sis, and P r em a tu r ity . Two deaths from S m a llp ox  were 
registered in Minnar.

11. In fe c tio u s  D isea ses  rep orted .—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was P h th is is , of which 
123 cases were reported (103 in Colombo, 7 in G lie, 4 in B itticaloa), followed b y  E n ter ic  F e v e r  5S (43 in Colombo), 
C h ic k e n p o x  47 (27 in Colombo, 7 in Krndy, 5 in Netware Eliya), C on tin u ed  F e v e r  19 (11 inColom bo), M ea sles  17 (11 in 
Nuwara Eliya), D ip h th eria  4 (2 in Panadure), D ysen tery  4 (2 in Kalutara), M u m p s  2, and W h oop in g  C ou gh  1.

Meteorology.
12. R a in fa ll.—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (6*33 inches), followed b y  Tangalla (3*75 inches). In the 

other towns it ranged from 3*58 inches in Hatton to O' 04 inch in Putt a, lam. Colombo recorded 1 *06 inches.
13. T em p era tu re,—The mean temperature varied from 60*4° in Nuwara Eliya to 86*6° in Trincomalee and 

w as 81 * 7° in Colombo.
14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II, for all towns, and 

In the Appendix.
Registrar-General’ s Office,

Colombo, October 30, 1918.

Tables I I I . and IV . for the city of Colombo,

N. W. M orgappah, 
for Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates 
to wards. , and takes into account hospital events, &o„ not assignable
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T a b le  IV .— Causes o f  Deaths registered during th e  Month o f September, 1918, in each W ard and o f  e a o h  R a t e ©
in the City of Colombo.

j I Wards. Deaths among all R a c e s ,

I ~ jT  ~o -g, J -y
Causes of Death. S 4  9 3 §"«

■I g '•jf . 8 * 'a'!*  ̂ S. -2 a
<5 1  . J  £  § I  I  I I  ^  £  f  1 s 1
■ s S - 9 , g 2 | f 3 | 1 5 o g > l | 4 l S a ^ .  e

__ J3̂  a tu J w j  Us s S S3 D a n i i l  | ^
All Causes ..7 4 ,1  3 5 21 66 125 46 203 138 59 36 39 5 39 369 167 115 2 2  2 4

I. —Infantile Mortality . .  140 — — 3 28 25 12 16 84 12 8 7 — 8 64 35 32 4  a
Week and under.

1. Prematurity . .  . . 9  — — — 1 3 1 1 2 1 — — — — 4 3 2 _ ___
2. Debility . .  ..  2 1 — — — 4 1 2 4 7 1 1 1 — —  7 9 4  1  ___
3. Convulsions . .  . . 7  — —  —  3 2 —  1 —  —  — 1 — — 3 4   ____  ___

4 a . Enteritis . .  . .  — — — — — —• •— —  — —  — —  — — — __ __ __  T
6. Tetanus . .  . . 1  — — — — —  —- —  — 1 — —  —. — 1        ~
6. Bronchitis . .  . .  — — — I — — —  — —  — — — —  — — —  — __ ___ ___
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  —  —  — — — —  — — — —  — — — — —       ~
8. Other Causes . .  . . 4 *  — — —  1 — — 1 — 1 1 — — 1 1 —    j  ~ ^
B.—Over l  Week and under 1 Tear.
1. Prematurity . .  . .  — — — —  — — — — — — __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __  ___
2. Debility . .  . .  23 —  — 1 4  1 1 3  1 2 — 1 — — 1 8 8 5 1
3 , Convulsions . .  . . 2 2  — — 2 4 4 4  — 3 1 2 2  — —  8 6  s __
4, Diarrhoea -. . . 1  — — — — 1 — — — —     — — 1     ___  *
4a. Enteritis . .  . . 3  — — — 1 — — 1 — 1 — — — — 2 __ 1 —  ~ ~
6, Tetanus . .  . * 1  — — — — —  —   — 1   — — — — __ 1 __  ___
6. Bronohitis . .  . .  10 —  — — _  % 1 _  4 3 — — — 1 4 —  4 1 _
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  21 — — — 2 7 1 i 3 4 1 — 3 —  — 16 3 3 _
8. Other Causes . .  . .  17f — — — 3 4 2 j 2 2 1 3 — — — 10 2 4 —

II. —General Mortality (1 Tear and
over) . .  ..601 3 5 18 43 100 34 137 104 47 28 32 5 36 305 132 83 18 2 S

4. Measles^ . .  . .  — — — — — — — — — — —  — — — — — —.  ________ _________ ' 1--
5. Influenza . .  . .  66 —  2 6  10 12 6 —  20 5 4  2 — 7 23 17 15 3  j
6. Pyrexia or Fever . . 3  —  —  —  1 1 —  — — 1 —  — — 2 —  1     r
7. Enteric Fever.. . .  23 1 —  — 2 4 1 8 1 5 1 —  1 2 11 1 4 2  »  «*.
8. Malaria . .  . . 4  —  —  1 1 —  1 1 —  —  — —  ■— — 2 — 1 —  i f 1';
9 . Malarial Cachexia . . 2  —  —  — — ' — —  — 1 1 — —  ■— 1 — —  —  1 _ _  %

10. Cholera . .  . .  —  —  — —  — — — — —  —  — — —  —  —  — —  —  ___
11. Diarrhoea . .  . . 1 0  —  — — 1 4 — 1 2 1 1 —  — — 4 5 1 —
11a. Enteritis . .  . .  16 —  —  — 1 2 2 7 1 1  —  2 — 1 6 3 5  —  a
12. Dysentery . .  . .  13 — — — 1 4 — 3 1 2 2 — —  — 10 2 —  1 —.
13. Anohylosfcomiasis or Doohmius

Duodenalis . .  . . 1 1  —  — — 1 —  —  10 —  —  •— —  —  —  8 3 — —  —
14. Cancer . .  . . 5  —  — — —  1 —  3 — 1 —  —  —  1 3 1 —  —  —
IB.  Phthisis . .  . .  49 —  — 3 3  10 2 18 7 1 5 —  1 —  29 8 7  —  4
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases . . 2  — — — 1 1 — — 1 —  — •— — — — 1 1 —• —  ■—
17. Axuemia . .  . . 4  — — —  2 — —  —  — —  — 2 —  — 1 — 3 —  —
18. Diabetes Meilitus . . 5  —  — — 1 2 — — — 1 1 — — — 2 1 2 —  —
19. Convulsions . .  . . 1 1 — 1 — — 2 —  — 3 — — 5 ' — 3 7 —  1 —  -r-t
20 . Tetanus . .  . . 3  — — — — 1 1 —  — 1 — — — — 1 1 1 —  — l
21. Bronchitis . .  . . 8  —  — — 1 2  — — 3 1  — 1 — — 3 4  — 1 — 1
22. Pneumonia . .  . ? 1 6 5  1 1 3 4 26 6 81 19 11 2 11 1 11 92 41 8 4 a
23. Other Diseases ol the Respira­

tory System . . 1 3  — — — — 1 2 6 2 1 — 1 — ”  ® 5 i  —  1
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 22 —  — 1 ■— — 2 15 2 —  2 —  — 1 12 6 2 —  1
25. PuerperalEclampsia . . 1  —  — —  —  — —  1 — — — — — — 1 ' —  —  —
26. Puerperal Septicaemia . . 3  — — — — —  1 — — 2 —  —  — —  1 2 —

28. Other undefined Accidents of
Childbirth . .  . .  3 — — 1 — — —  1 — 1 — — — —  1 1 1  —  _ _

29. Starvation . .  . .  —  — — —  —  — — — —  — — — — — ~  ~~ —  —
30. Accidents or Negligence . . 6  —  —  —  — —  —  4 —  —  1 1 1 —  3 1 1 —  —
31. Homicide . .  . . 1  — —  —  — — —  —  — — 1 —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —
32 Suioide . .  . . 1  — — —  — —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  1 —  — —  —
33 Execution . .  . . 4  — —  — — — — — 4 — — —  —  —  4 —  — — —

. 34. All Other Causes . .  U7$ 1 1 4 13 28 10 27 37 11 8 7 1 9 73 29 28 4 3

* Two deaths from Atelectasis and 1 each from Injuries at Birth and Malformation.
t  Six deaths from Influenza, 5 from Rickets, and 1 each from Thrush, Whooping Cough, Intestinal Obstruction, Enteric 

Fever, PysBmia, and Want of Breast Milk.
$ Here are included 44 deaths from Old Age, 13 from Paralysis, 12 from Debility, 8 from Rickets, and 7 from Worms.

x. o. cottle, government fbottsb, Colombo, cbsxow.
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