
No. 6,994 —  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1919.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1918.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics o f the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31 -36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 o f 1895.
Births.

2. The number o f births registered was 1,405 (728 males and 677 females', and was equivalent to an annual rate of 
26*93 per 1,000, against 26*26 in the preceding month, 27*65 in the corresponding month of -heprevious year, and 30*32 
the average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 13 • 57 in Kogalla. to  77 • 65 in Hambentota.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 515 (286 males and 229 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate* of 22*65 per 1,000, against 1S*34 in the preceding month, 19*89 in the corresponding month of the 
previous year, and 25*46 the average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 10* 62 in Kollupitiya 
to 27*40 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,369 (1,259 males and 1,110 females). There were 

1,974 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 41*24 per 1,000, against 76*98 in the preceding month, 
25*97 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 30*27 the average for the month o f November in each year 
since 1908. The rate ranged from 287'81 in Mullaittivu to 24*31 in Ratn^pura.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths register d  were 782 (440 males and 342 females). Of those, 697 deaths were 
of residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 35 ’ 56 per 1,000, against 56*68 in the preceding month, 24*45 in the 
corresponding month of the previous year, and 30 * 70 the average for the month o f November in each year since 1908. 
The rate ranged from 34*24 in Slave Island to 9*66 in. Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 98 (47 males and 51 females), as against 104 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 336 per 1,000 births registered during the 

twelve months ended November 30, 1918. Reokoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 339, 
against 343 in the preceding month, 242 in the corresponding month o f  the previous year, and 269 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1908.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality o f infants was equal to  a rate o f  356 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended November 30, 1918. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
336, against 408 in the preceding month, 322 in the corresponding month o f the previous year, and 318 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1908.

Causes ol Death.
9. The highest mortality was attributed to Influenza, to which 24 per cent, o f the total deaths was due. 

20 per cent, was due to Pneumonia, 8 per cent, to Debility, 5  per cent, each to Convulsions and Phthisis, 4 p  v  cent, to 
XAmhota, 3 per oenfc. to Dysentery, 2 per cent, each to  Enteritis, Arushyloslomiasis. and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia. 
and 1 per cent, each to Bronchitis, Prematurity, Puerperal Septicaemia, and Bright's Disease and Nephritis.

10. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 21 per cent, o f the deaths was due, 
16 per cent, was due to Influenza, 9 per cent, to  Phthisis, 8 per cent, to  Debility, 5 per cent, to  Convulsions, 4 per cent, to 
Enteritis, 2 per cent, to Bronchitis, and 1 per cent, each to Diarrhoea, Enteric Fever, Puerperal Septicaemia, Dysentery, 
Ancylostomiasis, Brights Disease and Nephritis, and Pyrexia.

11. Two deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against nil in the preceding month and 0 in the 
corresponding month of the previous year.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.— The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Phthisis, o f which 
160 cases were reported (150 in Colombo. 5 in Gallo), followed by  Ente ric Fever 34 (26 in Colombo, 6 in J iffna), Dysentery 31 
(30 in Badulla), Chickenpox 28 (15 in Colombo), Continued Fever 14 (10 in Colombo), Measles 8 (6 in Kandy), Mumps 4 
(in Colombo), Plague 2 (in Colombo), Whooping Cough 1 (in Colombo), and Cholera 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
13. Bainfall.—Jaffna recorded the highest rainfall (32*64 inches), followed by Kurumegala (20*69 inches), and 

Mannar (18*41 inches). In the other towns it ranged from 17*67 inches in Gampola to  2*88 inchos in Tangalla.
14. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 60*4° in Nuwara Eliya to 81*6° in Mannar and 

Anuradhapura respectively, mid was 80*4° in Colombo.
15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and H . for all towns, and Tables HI. and IV . for the city o f Colombo, 

in the Appendix.
Registrar-General’ s Office, N. W. Morgappah,

Colombo, January 13, 1919. for Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, nob assignable 
towards. * . . .
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1  i  1  ------------- ^ — s i i ^ T n n " M i r  11 i ^  " i n i  C P  i - - a  >3

M I I I l l I I  ̂ ~l I I I  I “IT L  l~s  ̂ Ll I J  _I I  M I I  I ^
a  i  ^  s t i  i l l ” ! ’- 101 i i r i  i s m m i  " M  r r  *
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T a b le  I V .— C a u se s  o f  D e a t h s  re g is te re d  d u r in g  th e  M on th  o f  N o v e m b e r , 1918 , in  e a c h  W a r d  a n d  o f  ea ch  R a ce
in  th e  C ity  o f  C o lo m b o .

Wards. I D eaths am ong all Races.
. “ ©
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Causes o f  Death * § 3  S il m  8 ^  . • i§ 3  3 . , § w - a  1  $ i  4

' ! 3® <5 3 ! ! 8» ? M  I 9 3 f i l li . A A A i  l a i i a i J I l i
All Causes . .7 8 2  8  1 0  25 73 113 67 219 103 76 42 46 8  44 376 167 132 32 23

I ___  ^  _____ ____ - _____ ̂ ____ __B-_ _ ■ . .

1.  — Infantile Mortality -173 -  1 5 23 27 21 28 29 23 6  10 -  6  85 j 34 31 14 3

A .—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity . .  * • 4 —  —  —  "  —  1 —  1 2 —  —  —  1 2 1 —  —
2. Debility . .  . .  24 —  1 — 2 6 —  8 6 —* 1  —  —  —  12 8 3 1 —
3. Convulsions . .  . . 7  —  —  —  3 1 1 —  1 —  —  1 —  —  3 3 1 —  —
4 Diarrhoea . .  • • —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  *—
4 j. Enteritis . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  *“  —  —  —  •—  —  ■—  ■—  —  —  —  —
5. Tetanus . .  . . 1  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  I j  — ■ ■—  —  —
6. Bronchitis . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —■ —  —  —  —  —
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —- —  —  ■—  —  *—
8. Other Causes . .  . . 1 * —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —■ —  —  I —  —
B —Over 1 Week and under 1  Year.
1. Prematurity . .  . . 2  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  1 —  —  —  ■—  2 —  —  —  —
2. Debility . .  . .  23 —  —  —  —  9 3 4 4 2 1 —  —  —  11  4 5 3 —
3 Convulsions . .  . .  27 —  —  3 7 3 4 2 6 —  —  2 —  1 1 2 | 4  7 2 1
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . 4  —  —  —  1 1 —  —  ■—  1 1 —  —  j —  3 | —  | 1 —  —-
4a. Enteritis . .  - . 1 0  —  —  —  —  1 2 1 2 2 —  2 —  1 6 1  —  j 1 1 1
B. Tetanus •. . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  I —  j —  —  —  —
6. Bronchitis . ,  . . 6  —  —  —  * 1 1 —  2 1 —  1 —  —  —  ! 3 | 2 1 —  —
7. Pneumonia .* - . 3 0  —  —  1 3 4 5 1 5  5 4 —  3 —  3  ? 1 7  f -4 1 4  2 ____
8. Other Causes . .  . .  34f —  —  1 6 —  6 | 4  4 H  —  2 —  1 1 14 I 7 ! 6 5 11 1 •j

II.— General Mortality (1 Year and! j j
over) . .  ..[609 8  9 20 50 86  46 191 74 53 36 36 8  38 291 133 jlO l 18 29

1- Plague . .  *• 2 —  —  —  1 —  —  i  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  i l l  —  —
2. Smallpox . .  - -  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  __ __
3. Chiokeopox . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —• —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  __  __ __  __
4. Measles . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — _________
1  Influenza . .  * .112  2 5 9 15 22 11 4  17 10 6 11 3  7 47 17 31  1 6
6. Pyrexia or Fever - . 7  —  —  —  2 —- —  —  2 2 1  —  —  —  4 1    2 —
7. Enteric F ev er ..  8  —  —  —  —  —  2 4 2 —  —  —  —  1  4 3  __  __ _
8. Malaria . .  - - —  —  -— —  —  —• —  —  —  —  —  —  -—  —  —         
9 Malarial Cachexia . .  —  —  —  —  —  —- —  —  — • —  —  —  —  —  —         

10. Cholera . .  4  —  —  —  —  —  —  2 —  —  —  2 - —  —    3  __  ,__ 1
11. Diarrhoea . .  . - 7 — 1 1 1  —  2 —  1 — 1 —  —  1  1 3 1 1  —
l i e .  Enteritis . .  . .  18 1 —  —  1 —  1 10 2 —  1 2 1  1  1 1  3 2  __ __
12 Dysentery . .  . - 8  —  —  —  —  2 1  2 —  1 2 —  —  1 5  1 1 _______
13 Anehylostomiasis or Dochmius

Duodenalis . .  . . 9  —  —  •— —  — ■ —  9 —  —  —  —  —  —  3 1  __  ,__ __
14. Cancer . .  . . 3  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  1 —  1 —  —  2 1 ___  —    —
15 Phthisis . .  . .  73 —  —  1 4  13 3 27 8 9 6 2 —  3 38 16 10 4 2
16, Other Tuberculous Diseases . .  3 —  —  —  —  —  —  2 —  1 —  —  —  1 2     —  __

• 17. Anaemia . .  . .  2 —  —  —  —  — • —  —  1 —  —  1 —  I j      __  __
18- DiabetesMeHitus . . 4  —  —  1 1 —  1 —  —  1 —  —  X 2  l    ____ __
10. Convulsions . .  - . 7  —  —  —  —  1 2 —  2 1 —  1 —  1 3  2 1   —
20. Tetanus . . 4  —  —  —  —  —> —  4  —  —  —  —  —  ___ 2  1  __  —  1
21. Bronchitis . .  . . 1 2  —  1  —  —  3 2 1 1 * 2 1  1 —  2 3 1 —
22. Pneumonia . .  . .  133 3 1 4  6 18 8 66 5 8 8 6 3 9 64 31 18 2 6
23. Other Diseases o f the Respira­

tory System - . 7  —  —  —  —  —  1 4  —  1 —  1 —  —  1 3  2 1 —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 9 —  —  —  —  1 —  5  1 1 —  1 —  1 4  2 2 —  —
23. Puerperal Eclampsia . .  1  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  1 — . —  —  —
26. Puerperal Septicaemia . .  10 —  1 —  3 2 —  2 2 —  —  —  —  —  4 3 2 1 —
27. Miscarriage . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —
28. Other undefined Aooidente of

Childbirth . .  —  1 1 —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  2 —  1 —  —
29. Starvation . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —
30. AooidentsorNegligenoe . . 4  —  —  —  —  —  —  3 —  —  —  1 —  —  2 —  —  —  2
M . Homicide . .  . . 2  —  —  —  —  —  —  l  —  —  —  1 —  —  2 —  —  —  —
32. Suicide . .  . .  2 —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  2 —  —. —  —
33. Execution . .  . . 2  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  2 —  —  —  —  —  2 —  —  —  —
34. AH Other Causes ..1 5 3 ] 2  —  4  15 21 13 41 27 17 8 5 1 8 72 39 26 5 2

* Death from  Atelectasis.
t  Sixteen deaths from  Influenza, 3 from  W ant o f Breast M ilk, 2 each from  Syphilis, Jaundice, Enteric Fever, and Rickets, and 

1 each from  Pyrexia, Dysentery, Intestinal Obstruction, D ilatation o f Colon, Catarrh, Cystic K idney, and Burns.
t  Here are included 57 deaths from  Old Age, 14 from W orm s, 13 from  Debility, 8 from  R ickets, and 7 each from  Paralysis 

and Pyrexia.

k .  o . o r a u j ,  oorasH ianrr p b o t b b ,  oouokbo,  o sy x o k .


