SUPPLEMENT

TO THE

Oltglnn Government Gajetfe

PART L

No. 6,994 — FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1919,

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
- MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1918.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL,

Tms report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895,

Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,405 (728 malesand 677 females, and was equivalent to an annual rate of
26+93 per 1,000, against 26°26 in the preceding month, 27+ 65 in the corresponding month of ‘he previous year, and 30°32
the average for the corresponding months since 1908, The rate ranged from 13°57 in Kegalla to 7765 in Hambantota.

: 3. In the city of Colombo the births registersd numbered 515 (286 males and 229 feraales), and were equivalent
to an annual rate* of 2265 per 1,000, against 13- 34 in the preceding month, 19°£9 in the corresponding month of tho
previous year, and 25°46 the average for the corresponding monthssince 1908. The rate ranged from 10+ 62 in Kollupitiya
to 27°40 in Wellawatta.

‘ Deaths,

4." The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,369 (1,259 males and 1,110 females). There were
1,974 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 4124 per 1,000, against 7698 in the preceding month,
25-97 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 30-27 the average for the month of November in each year
sinco 1908, The rate ranged from 287-81 in Mullaittivu to 2431 in Ratn:pura.

- 8, In the city of Colombo thedeaths registerd were 782 (440 males and 342 females). Of those, 697 deaths were
of residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 35'568 per 1,000, against 56°68 in the preceding month, 24°45 in the
aorresponding month of tho previous year, and 3070 the average for the month of November in each year since 1908.
The rate ranged from 3424 in Slave Islani to 966 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 98 (47 males and 51 females), as against 104 in the preceding month.

. Infant Mortality.

7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 336 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ended November 30, 1918, Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 339,
against 343 in the preceding month, 242 in the corresponding month of tho previous year, and 269 the average for the
torresponding months since 1908.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 356 per 1,000 births registered during
the twelve months ended November 30, 1918, Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was
336, egaingt 408 in the preceding month, 322 in the corresponding month of tho previous year, and 818 the average for the
corresponding months since 1908.
) Causes of Death.

9. The highest mortality was attributed to Influsnza, to which 24 per cent. of the tobal deaths was due.
20 per cent, was due to Preumonia, 8 per cent. to Debility, 5 per cent. each to Convulsions end Phthisis, 4 pcent. to
Diarrheea, 3 per cent. to Dysentery, 2 per cent. each to Hnteritis, Anchylostomiasis, and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia.
and 1 per cent. each to Bronchitis, Prematurity, Puerperal Septicemia, and Bright's Disease and Nephritis.

10, In Colombo the highest mortality was from Pneumonis, to which 21 per cent. of the deaths was due,
16 per cent. was due to Influenza, 9 per cent. to Phihisis, 8 per cent. to Debility, 5 per cent. to Convulsions, 4 per cont, to
Dnieritis, 2 per cent. to Bronchitis, and 1 per cent. each to Diarrhaa, Enteric Pever, Pucrperal Septiczemia, Dysentery,
Anchylostomiasis, Bright' s Disease and Nephritis, and Pyrexia.

11. Two deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against nil in the preceding month and 9 in the
correzponding month of the previous year.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Phthisis, of which
160 cases were reported (150 in Colombo. 5 in Gialle), followed by Enteric Fever 84 (25in Colombo, 6in J:fina), Dysentery 31
{30 in Badulla), Chickenpox 28 (15 in Colombo), Continued Fever 14 (10 in Colombo), Measles 8 (6 in Kandy), Mumps 4
(in Colombo), Plague 2 (in Colombo), Whooping Cough 1 (in Colombo), and Cholera 1 (in Colombo).

Metoorology.

13. Rainfoll.—Jafina recorded the highest rainfall (32-64 inches), followed by Kurunegala (20°69 inches), and
Mannar (1841 inches). In the other towns it ranged from 17°67 inches in Gampola to 288 inches in Tangalla,

14. Temperature.~The mean temperature varied from 60°4° in Nuwara Eliya to 81-6° in Mannar and
Anuradhapura respectively, and was 80°4° in Colombo,

18. For dotailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III, and IV, for the city of Colombeo,
in the Appendix. :

Registrar-General’s Office, N. W. MORGAPPAH,
Colombo, January 13, 1919. for Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into accouns hospital events, &o., not assignable
to wards. Lt (1)
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of November, 1918, in each Ward and of each Race

in the City of Colombo.
| Wards. Deaths among all Races.
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® Death from Atelectasis.

t Sixteen deaths from Influenza, 3 from Want of Breast Milk, 2 each from Syphilis, Jaundice, Fateric Fever, and Rickets, and
1 each from Pyroxia, Dysentery, Intestinal Obstruction, Dilatation of Colon, Catarrh, Cystic Kidney, and Buraa.
1 Hero are inoluded ¥7 deaths from Old Age, 14 from Worms, 13 from Debility, 8 from Rickots, and 7 each from Paralysis

and Pyrexin.
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