
No. 6,996 —  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1919.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1918.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics o f the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31 -36 

ot the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,432 (750 males and 682 females,), and was equivalent to an annual rate of 
26*58 per 1,000, against 26 *-93 in the preceding month, 28*70 in the corresponding month o f ihe previous year, and 29*05 
the average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from  8*77inN aw alapitiyato 66 00 in Kalmunai.

' 3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 510 (279 males and 231 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate* of 21 * 70 per 1,000, against 22*65 in the preceding month, 22 * 24 in the corresponding month o f the 
previous year, and 24*06 the average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 7*48 in K oll upitiya 
to 34 * 68 inWellawatta.

^  Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,077 (1,046 males and 1,031 females). There were 

1,738 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 35*16 per 1,000, against 41 *24 in the preceding month, 
27*37 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 33*22 the average for the month o f December in each year 
sinoe 1908, The rate ranged from 128*30 in Anuradhapura to 17*36 in Hatton and Dikoya.

• 51 In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 687 (355 males and 332 females). There wore 585 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* o f 28*88 per 1,000, against 35*56 in the preceding month, 28*04 in the 
Corresponding month of the previous year, and 33 * 24 the average for the month of December in each year since 1908. 
The rate ranged from 29 *98 in New Bazaar to 8*73 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 101 (50 males and 51 females), as against 98 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year o f age was equal to a rate of 322 per 1,000 births registered during the 

twelve, months ended Oecember 31, 1918. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 328, 
against 339 in the preceding month, 247 in the corresponding month of the previous year, aud 304 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1908.

8, In the city of Colombo the mortality o f infants was equal to a rate o f 304 ppr 1,000 births registered during
the twelve months ended December 31, 1918. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
800, against, 336 in the preceding month, 283 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 347 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1908. . •

„ • Causes of Death. '
9; The highest mortality was attributed to Pneumonia, to which 14 per cent, o f the total deaths was due, 

10 per cent, was due to Debility, 8 per cent, to  Influenza, 7 per cent, to Convulsions, 6 p  er cent, to Phthisis, 
5 per- Cent, each to Dysentery, Diarrhoea, and Enteritis, 4 per cent, to  M alaria and Malarial Cachexia, 3 per c, nt. to 
inehylostomiasis, 2 per cent, each to Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Bronchitis, and Prematurity, and 1 per cent, each 
\Q Puerperal Septicaemia and Enteric Fever.

■ ‘10. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 13 per cent, o f the total deaths was 
due, 11 per cent, was due to Phthisis, 9 per cent, to  Debility, 7 per cent, to Enteritis, 6 per cent, each to Convulsions 
and Influenza, 3 per cent, to Dysentery, 2 per cent, each to Bright's Disease and N ephritis, Bronchitis, Diarrhoea, and 
Puerperal Septicaemia, and 1 per cent, each to Enteric Fever and Anchylostomiasis.

11. One death from Plague was registered (in Colombo), as against 2 in the preceding month and 6 in the 
corresponding month of the previous year.

' 12. Infectious Diseases reported,— The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, o f which
84cases were reported (75 in Colombo, 4 in Galle), followed by  Dysentery 40 (in B dulle), Chickenpox 31 (15 in Colombo, 
9 in Nuwara Eliya, 5 in Ratnapura), Enteric Fever 25 (15 in Colombo, 3 in Kalutara, 3 in Jaffna), M easles 12 (7 in 
Nuwara Eliya and 6 in Colombo), Continued Fever 11 (6 in Colombo, 4 in Panadure), Plague 2 (in Colombo), Diarrhoea 1 
(in Colombo), and Mumps 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall.—£Satticaloa r e c o r ^ l h e  highest rainfall'(22*38 inches), followed by Kegalla (18*80 inches), and

Mannar (If*21 inches^ |h the other JSWiged from 13*82 inohes in Trincomalee to 2*26 inches in Hambantota.
14. T em peratt^—Tlhe mean temphn^oir® varied from 58* 5* in Nuwara Eliya to  79*4° in Colombo.

. 15. F o r -d e h ^ ^  statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III . and IV . for the city o f Colombo, 
In the Appendix. , . . . .

Registrar-GehdraEf|(0fl6ce, ' N. W . Morgappah ,
Colombo, JanuSir^130, 1919. for Registrar-General.

awards.
* The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital evonts, &c., nop assignable : 
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T ab le  IV .— Causes o f Deaths registered during the Month o f  Decem ber, 1918, in each W ard and o f  eaoh Race

in the City of Colom bo.

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

«  js | > i

j? * t  hCauses of Death. |  |  j  |  | |  ^

11 i j 11j | j*! ! !  1111 ill
__________________  s  & £  1 a £  I  I  j  s  a 1 I  a ii_ H I  3

All Causes ..687  1 6 23 45 93 68 237 106 37 34 38 2 30 3S8 '151 j 96 22 18
____________________________________ : ________________________ |_____________________ I________ _
I. — Infantile Mortality . .  153 —  — 7 16 21 32 23 82 8 6 9 — I 8 80 ' 27 | 28 9 1

A .—One Week and under. |
l .  Prematurity . .  . . 5  — — — — 3 —  1 —■ 1 — —  —  i —  5 1 — .— — —
8. Debility . .  . .  21 — —  — 3 — 2 3 8 1 1 1 — —  9 ! 6 5 1 —
3. Convulsions . .  . . 1 1  —  —  1 3 1 3 —  1 —  1 1 —  ' —  5 ] 5 1 — —
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . —  — — —  — — — — —  — — — — — — ' — — — —
4a. Enteritis . .  . . —  — —  — —■ —  —  —  — —  — —  — —  ! __ ___ — — — •
5. Tetanus _ . .  . . 1  —  — — — 1 —. —  — —  —  — —  — i l !  —  — — —
6. Bronchitis . .  . .  —  — — — — — —  —  I — —  —  — — — 1 —  i — — — —
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  —  — — — — — — —  I — —  —  — —  . _  j —  ; — — — —
8. Other Causes. .  . .  —  — — — —  —  — —  j —  —  —  — — —  ■ .— : __ 1 — — —
B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear. j j
1. Prematurity . .  . . 1  — — — — —  — 1 I — —  __  —   , __ ' 1 : __i ___ __ —
8. Debility . .  . .  29 —  — 2 — 3 «i 0 1 10 1 _  1 — ' 4 1 11 ‘ 4 i S 2 I —
3. Convulsions . .  . .  25 — — 4 2 2 10 —  i 5 — — 2 — —  12 4 : 6 2 1
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . 2 - — —  — 1 1 —  — —  —  __ — __ __ __ —
4a. Enteritis . .  . . 1 3  — — — 2 l 3 4 2 — __ 1 • 1 ; X1 __ - 1 — —
5. Tetanus . .  . .  — — — — — — ' — — — — ___ __ __ __ ; ______ _ _ _ _ _
fl. Bronchitis . .  . . 6  — —  — 1 i l l  — 2 — ___ 1   ' 2  3 1 —    —
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  lit — _ _ _ _ _  6 1  4 3 — —  I 2 —  ' T 10 -4 1 — — /
8. Other Causes . .  ..  23* — —  — 3 2 0 2 1 5 4 — — I —  l l  3 5 4 —

| I

II, —General Mortality (1 Tear and \
over) . .  ..534 1 5 16 80 72 j 36 214 j 74 j 29 28 23 2 j 22 288 124 68 13 i f

2. Smallpox . .  . .  —  — — — — — — — ' — — — I — — 1           _
3, Chickenpox . .  . .  — — — — — — — ' — I — — — 1 — — I __  : __ __ __ __ _
4, Measles . .  . .  —  — — — — —  _  — i — — __ — __ | __ __ __ __ __ _.
8. Influenza . .  . .  40 — 2 4 7 6 4 — ! 7 I 3 l I 6 — i 2 15 11 10 2 —
6. Pyrexia or Fever . .  « —  —* •— I —  _  1 — ' 4  l > — | — — ! __  ;t l ,  ___  1 1
7. Enteric Fever.. . . 9  — — — ' l  1 — 4 !  — 2 j I — — j 2 2 1 1 —
8. Malaria . .  . . 3  — —  — — —- 1 2 — — j — — — I . . l j — 1 1 —
9. Malarial Cachexia . .  1 — — — — — — — 1 — l — —  ;   __ . * _ — i  —

10. Cholera . .  . .  — —  — — — i — — — 1 — — —  j — —    ____ I — I — — _
11. Diarrhoea . .  . . 9  —  — — 1 6  1 — ; 2 — . — — — 2 :: , 1 i 2 — 1
11a. Enteritis . .  . .  38 — — 1 — ; — 1 »  ; 5 1 1 — —  i 2 • | 1 -s 1 — 4
12. Dysentery . .  . .  19 — — 2 2 - 4  1 ,7  | 1 1 1 -  —  l  j 9 | 5 3 — 1
13. Anohyloetomiasis or Dochmiu? ' , | ;

* Duodenalia . .  . . 9  —  ! — — —  j — — 1 ° !  — • —  — — — —_ i 7 I l 1 — —
14. Cancer . .  . .  « —  — —  —  ' l . — ‘ 4 1 1 — — — — — i s  i — — —
16. Phthisis . .  . .  78 — —  2 4 I 10 j 5 ' 10 7 2 1! 2 1 5 j v.t : 2 i 7 — 3
16. Otbor Tuberculous Diseases . .  5 —  —  — 1 — — , 2 1 — 1 — — 2 -  j — 4 . — J — —
17. An semis . .  . . 2  — —  — j l — — I - " 1 — ! 1 — — — i — 1 ! — — 1 —
J8. Diabetes Meilitue . .  4 —  — 1 j — 2 — 1 — \ —  — — — 1 - ! :> — 1 — —
19. Convulsions . .  . . 1  — 1 — , 2  2 l j  — j l  — — 1 — 4 l _ _
20. Tetanus . .  •• 2 — ! — — ' — 1 ! — ! 1 !  — ; — ■ — — — - - I  1 — 1 — —<
21. Bronchitis . .  . .  9 — j — — ' 2 | 1 , 2 ; 1 — 1 1 2 — — - - | 2 2 5 — —
22. Pneumonia . .  . . 7 4  1 i — 2 j .— 12 J — J 49 5 2 —• i 3 — 2 ; 16 , 18 2 1 6
23. Other Diseases of the Respira ; ! i

tory System . . 7  — j — — ; 1 ■— i 1 1 — ' 1  l i 2 1 — 1 5 — — —•
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 15 —  • — — r 2 l  — ; t [  7 3 1 1 j — —  1 3 3 3 — —
25. PuerperalEolampsia .. 4 — j — — s — j — : — 3 1 , — , — ; — — — 2 . 1 1 — —
26. PuerperalSeptioeemia . . 1 1 — , — 1 — | 1 ' 1 5  —  — 1 2  — 1 8 i — 1 1 —
27. Misoarriage . .  . .  1 — — — — i l l  — ' — — — — — — — —  1 — — —
23. Other undefined Accidents of j

Childbirth . .  . .  1 — — — —  — —  — —  1 — — ------------------! 1 -  — —
29. Starvation . .  . . 1  —  — —  —  — — 1 —  —  —  —  — — l j  —  — — —
80. Accidents or Negligence . .  5 —  —  —  1 —  —  2 1 1 —- — — i — 3 j 2  — — —
31. Homicide — —  —  — ; —  —  —  —  —  — —> 1 — — — —  — —
32. Suicide . .  . . I  — —  —  — —  i —  j —  —  —  i —  1 —  | —  1 | — —  — —
33. Execution . .  . . 8  —  —  — — — i — 1 —  2 —  , — : — —  —  2\ — — — —
34. All Other Causes . .  163-f — 2 3 5 25 j 16 ' 47 33 10 1 13 9 —  6 97 ! 23 26 4 2

________ ____________  1 !_____________  < I
* 7 Death from Rickets, 3 each from Influenza, Syphilis, and Want of Breast Milk, 2 from Worms, and 1 each from Thrush, 

Malaria, Nephritis, Whooping-Cough and Dysentery.
t  Here are included 47 deaths from Old Age, 11 from Apoplexy, 11 from Paralysis’, 10 from Debility, 7 from Rickets, and 

7 from Worms.

U- 0. c o m * , aovxajnnsrr pbixter, Colombo, ceyloit.


