SUPPLEMENT

TO THE

Ceyglon Goiermment @Gageite

PART I

No. 6,996 — FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1919.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1918.

- REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL,
' - Tr1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36
" of thie Ordinance No. 1 of 1895,

e Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,432 (750 malesand 682 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate of
2688 per 1,000, againsi 2693 in the preceding month, 2870 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 2908
the average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 877 in Nawalapitiya to 66 00 in Ka!munai.
/ 3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 510 (279 males and 231 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate* of 2170 per 1,000, against 22- 65 in the preceding month, 2224 in the eorresponding month of the
previous year, and 24-06 the average for the corresponding months since 1908. The rateranged from 7+ 48 in Kollupitiya
103468 %Wellawatta.
R Deaths,
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,077 (1,046 males and 1,031 females). There were
1,738 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 35°16 per 1,000, against 41°24 in the preceding month,
27-37 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 33-22 the average for the month of December in each year
#inog 1908. The rate ranged from 128-30 in Anuradhapura to 17-36 in Hitton and Dikoya.

- 5. In the city of Colorabo the deaths numbered 687 (355 males and 332 females). There wers 585 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 28-88 per 1,000, against 35-56 in the preceding month, 28-04 in the
sorresponding month of the previous year, and 3324 the average for the month of December in each year since 1908.
The'rate ranged from 29- 98 in New Bazaar to 8*73 in Kollupitiya.

‘6. . The stillbirths registered numbered 101 (50 males and 51 females), as against 98 in the preceding month.

. Infant Mortality.

7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 322 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve. months ended December 31, 1918. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 328,
against 339 in the preceding month, 247 in the corresponding month of the previcus year, and 304 the average for the
corresponding months since 1908,

" 8, In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 304 per 1,000 births registered during
the twelve months ended December 31, 1918. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was
800, against: 836 in the preceding month, 283 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 347 the average for the

vorresponding months since 1908, . °
I ’/ - '

A

Causes of Death.

. 9 The highest mortality was attributed to Preumonia, to which 14 per cent. of the total deaths was due,
10 per cent. was due to Debility, 8 per cent. to Influcnza, 7 per cent. to Conwvulsions, 6 por cent. to Phthisis,
b per: dent. each to Dysentery, Diarrheea, and Enteritis, 4 per cent. to Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 3 per cint. to
Anohylostomiasis, 2 pe: cent. each to Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, Bronchitis, and Prematurity, and 1 per cont. each
o Puérperal Septiceemia and Enteric Fever. .

- #410. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 13 per cent. of the total deaths was
dne, 11 per cent. was due to Phthisis, 9 per cent. to Debility, 7 per cent. to Enteritis, 6 per cent. each to Convulsions
and Titfluenza, 3 per cent. to Dysentery, 2 per cent, each to Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Bronchitis, Diarrheea, and
Pusrperal Septicemia, and 1 per cent. each to Enteric Fever and Anchylostomiasis.

' 1I1. One death from Plague was registered (in Colombo), as against 2 in the preceding month and 6 in the
corresponding month of the previous year.

V12, Infectious Diseases reporied.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which
84 eases were reported (75 in Colombo, £ in Galle), followed by Dysentery 40 (in B dulls), Chickenpox 81 (15 in Colombe,
9 in Nuwara Eliya, 5 in Ratnapura), Bnteric Fever 256 (15 in Colombo, 3 in Kalutara, 3 in Jaffna), Measles 12 (7 in
Nuwars; Eliya and § in Colombo), Oontinued Fever 11 (6 in Colombo, 4 in Panadure), Plague 2 (in Colombo), Diarrhoea 1

(in Colombo ), and Mumps 1 (in Colombo). .

" ' . Meteorology.
.. "13. Rainfall.—~Batticaloa recorffed $he highest rainfall'(22-38 inches), followed by Kegalla (1880 inches), and
Mannar'(14* 21 inchesk.. ¥h the other 4wt sanged from 13°82 inohes in Trincomalee to 2°25 inches in Hambantota.

‘14, Tempemtlﬁ@e-;'rhe riesn tempersbure varied from 58-5° in Nuwara Eliya to 79*4° in Colombo, .
e N - 8
.15. For-dmmﬁstios, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables IIL. and IV. for the city of Colombo,

fn the Appendix. .3 "
Regist: rar-Géﬁémﬂgﬁf" Ao,
. Colombo, Janusiry*30, 1919.

* The city-rate is worked differomtly from
to wards, L .

N. W. MORGAPPAH,
for Registrar-General.

the ward-rates, and takes into acsount hospital events, &c., nop assignsble :
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Table 1V.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of December, 1918, in each Ward and of each Race
in the City of Colombo.
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* 7 Death from Rickets, 3 each from Irfluenza, Syphilis, and Want of Breast Milk, 3 from YWorms, and 1 each from Thrush,
Malaria, Nephritis, Whooping-Cough and Dysentery.

1 Hore are inoluded 47 deaths from Old Age, 11 from Apoplexy, 11 from Paraiysis, 10 from Debility, 7 from Rickets, and
7 from Worms.
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