
N o. 7 ,002  —  F R ID A Y , M A R C H  21 , 1919 .

V IT A L  STA TISTIC S O F  T O W N S  IN  C E Y LO N  IN  T H E  
M O N T H  OF J A N U A R Y , 1919 .

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
TSis report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

o! the Ordinance’No. 1 o f 1895.
Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,757 (921 males and 836 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate of 
31'86.per 1,000, against 26*58 in the preceding month, 32*22 in the corresponding month o f last year, and 32*31 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 10*83 in V avuniyato 110*85 in Kalmunai.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 635 ( 339 males and 296 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate* of 26*16 per 1,000, against 21*70 in the preceding month, 25*66 in the corresponding month o f last 
year, and 27*14 the average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 9 * 74 in Kollupitiya to 41 * 25

Deaths.
’ 4, .The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,216 (1,193 males and 1,023 females). There were 

1,700 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 33*59 per 1,000, against 35* 16 in the preceding month, 
88'02 itt the corresponding month of the previous year, and 33*54 the average for the month o f January in each year 
linos 1909. The rate ranged from 103*53 in Kurunegala to 9*86 in Weligama.

6. In the oity of Colombo the deaths numbered 676 (380 males and 296 females). There were 586 deaths of 
reiiclentBi equivalent to an annual rate* of 28*01 per 1,000, against 28*88 in the preceding month, 26*66 in the 
corresponding month of the previous year, and 30*83 the average for the month of January in each year since 1909. 
The Sate ranged from 24 * 44 in Kotahena to 7 * 68 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 101 (55 males and 46 females), same as in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. . The mortality of infants under one year o f age was equal to a rate o f 329 per 1,000 births registered during the 

twelve months ended January 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 273, 
against 328 in the preceding month, 232 in the corresponding month o f the previous year, and 281 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1909.

■ ; 8, In the city of Colombo the mortality o f infants was equal to  a rate o f 332 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended January 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
865. against 300 in the preoeding month, 242 in the corresponding month o f the previous year, and 298 the average for the 
oorndponding months sinoe 1909.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was attributed to Pneumonia, to which 14 per cent, o f the total deaths was due, 

11 Kit Cent, was due to Debility, 7 per cent, to Convulsions, 6 per oent. each to Influenza and M alaria  and M alarial 
Oacmxia, 5 per cent, each to Diarrhoea, Anchylostomiasis, and Dysentery. 4 per cent, each to Phthisis and Enteritis, 2 
percent. each to Bright's Disease and Nephritis and Prematurity, and 1 per oent. each to P uerperal Septicsem ia, 
Bronchitis, and Enteric Fever.

’ 10. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Phthisis, to  which 10 per cent, o f the total deaths was due. 
9per oent. each was due to Debility, Pneumonia, and Convulsions, 6 per cent, each to  Influenza and Enteritis, 3 per 
cent.] each to Bright a Disease and Nephritis, Diarrhoea, and Dysentery, 2 per cent, each to Anchylostomiasis and 
Pwriaturity, and 1 per cent, each to Enteric Fever and Puerperal Septicsemia.

• 11.. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, o f  which 
131 eases Were reported (122 in Colombo, 4 in Batticaloa), followed by  Chickenpox 61 (51 in Colombo), Enteric Fever 46 
(24 ini Colombo, 6 in Panadure, 5 in Jaffna), Continued Fever 31 (19 in Colombo, 6 in Moratuwa), Dysentery 20 (15 in 
Badnlla), Meades 14 (9 in Nuwara Eliya), Mumps 2 (1 in Colombo and 1 in Nuwara Eliya), Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo). 
Diarrhoea 1 (in Galle), Pneumonia 1 (in Moratuwa), Whooping Cough 1 (in Colombo), and Smallpox 1 (in Colombo).

9 Meteorology.
12. Rainfall.—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (8*62 inches), followed%y Trincomalee (8*44 inches) and 

Batticaloa (8*08 inches). In the other towns it ranged from 6*63 inches in Kalutara to  0*38 of an in ch in  Tangalla. 
Colombo recorded 4* 33 inches.

13. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 58*6® in Nuwara Eliya to 81*2° in Ratnapura, and was 
89*5® in Colombo.

, 14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and U . for all towns, and Tables III. and IV . for the city, o f  Colombo,
In the Appendix.

Registrar-General's Office, C. S. Vaughan,
Colombo, February 27, 1919. R egistrar-G eneral.

* The oity-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and tak»3 into account hospital events, &o., not assignable to wards. , - .
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^ o. a o  s i l 9 * s |  ^  " A S© oa 3 ** a® 2 ® ® ■«h

t-i d  p» |f* «*'§&»*13 Sfftt . , © 00 d CO ® CO O d CO d CO O ® p- *  pM CO ® <“« CO CO pH OO O H © © CO © © l> rM © JO O £<m ►<
•g gTs 3 I l lg S  5  w -  *» ~ ^  ~ 0,0 °s|«d u o  1- 3.S35® ®ô o
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T able  IV .— Causes o f  D eaths registered during the Month o f  Jan naty , 1919, in  each W ard and o f  each Raoe 
„ in  the City of XDoiombo.

^ Wards. Deaths among all Races.

1 : i i ' '
i f .  I  I s  ;•

Causes of Death. S !§ § tl m S 1  -a
i  1 I  -  * 1 s I f  1 £■ i  I ,

t i l s  ^ 1 1 1'o £ (S <s _m_ w tn a a g M is I  m bs h a  ___

All Causes ..076  5 5 19 59 100 44 224 104 51 29 36 3 j 45 339 186 107 19 27

|.__Infantile Mortality . .  168 — 1 10 15 33 15 32 31 14 j 6 11 —  12 95 ; 26 30 4 1
A .—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity . .  . . 1 1  — — —  ~~ —  —  £ ~  £ — 1 —  2 7 | 1 4 — —
2. Debility . .  . . 2 1  —  —  —  2 1 2 10 5 1 —  —  _  —  12 , 5 2 2 —
3. Convulsions . .  . .  16 —  1 3  3 5 1 —* ; 1 2 —  [ —  7 4 5 —
4. Diarrhoea . .  . .  — — — —  —  —  — — — —  • — —  ; — ■— — —4a. Enteritis . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  ' —  —  —  , —  —  —  —  —  —
5. Tetanus . .  • • — — — — — — — —  —  j —  —  j —  — — —
6. Bronohitis . .  — — —  — —  —  — — 1 —  —  ! — — — —
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  —  —  — — — — — — — —  —  1 — ! —  ! — — — —
8. Other Causes. .  . . 4 *  — — — —  2 — 2 — — —  —  — 1 — 3 1  — — —
B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear. I
1. Prematurity . .  . .  — —  — — — —  — —  — — — — — — 1 —  j —  — — —
2. Debility . .  •• 33 —  —  1 — 9 1 3 11 4 1 3 — ; l ! 23 1 5 3 1 -
3. Convulsions . .  . .  35 — — 5 5 6 7 1 6 — 3 2 — ' 2 ! 17 , 4 12 ■—■ —
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . 5  —  — — — 1 2 — 1 — 1 — — — ] 3 ' 1 1 — —
4o. Enteritis . .  * . 9  — — — 2 3 — — — 2 — 2 — 2 4 3 — — —

6. Bronohitis . .  . . 2  — — —  — 1 — — 1 — — — — — , 2 1  — ! —■ — —
7. Pneumonia . .  . . 7  — — —  — 2 1 | —  3 — —  1 _  —  7 j — — — —
8. Other Causee . .  . • 24f — — 1 3 3 2 7 4 4 — —  _  5 10 i 2 . 6 1 1

II.—Genera! Mortality (1 Tear and ‘ j
over) . .  ..508 5 4 9 44 07 29 192 73 37 23 25 3 33 244 >110 1 77 15 26I

1 PlfkgU
2. Smallpox . .  . .  —  — — —  —  —  — ! —  —  —  —  —  —  —  : —  i —  ; —  — —
3. Chiekenpox . .  . .  —  — —  — —  — —  . —  —  — —  — ■— —  —  — — —
4. Measles . .  . .  —  — — — —  —  — : —  — —  —  — — ' —  ■ —  —  , —  — —
5. Tnllnente . .  •• 36 — — — 14 3 3 1 7 7 — 1 — 3 j 7 ■ 16 9 — 1
6. Pyrexia or Fever . . 6  — —  —  —  —  1 —  2 1 1 —  — ■— ) 3 ! 1 1 — —
7. Enteric F over. .  8 — —• — i —  —  1 4 — 2 1 — — —  j 4 j 2 1 — 1
8. Malaria . .  . 2  — — — ; —  1 —  —  j 1 — — —  — 1 i —  , — 1 — —
9. Malarial Cachexia .. 2 — — — ' — — j — 1 ]  1 — I — — — —  1 I 1 —  — —

10. Cholera . .  •. — — — j —• 1 — — — — — — — — — —  —  i —  —  — —
11. Diarrhoea . .  . 1 4 — 2 1 3 6 | — — — j 1 1 ! — — 2 7 : 3  2 —  -
11a. Enteritis . .  . .  30 — — —  2 6 i 3 13 2 2 1 | 1 — : 2 ' 16 | 7 5 — -
12. Dysentery . .  . . 1 9  — — —  3 1 > — 6 2 | 4  3 ; — — ; 1 ; 8 I 6 1 2 1
13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochmius i >

Duodenal is . .  . . 1 2  — — — — 2 i —  10 —  ! —  j — —  —  ! — 10 2 —  — —
14. Canoer . .  . . 6  — — —  — l !  —  3 1 — ; — 1 —  • i ; 4 — —  — 1
15. Phthisis . .  . .  65 — —  j — 4 4 ;  3 34 4 > 3 8 5 1 4 t 35 15 8 1 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases . .  3 1 — . — —  — ; — . 2  — . —  1 — —  1 —  , l —  — — 1
17. Annmia . .  *  - . .  1 - j - ; -  -  -  j —  ! -  1 -  -  _  l  _
18. Diabetes Mellitas • • 2 —  i — ; — ~  } —  j “  | 1 —  i — 1 1 > — 1 ~  ~
19. Convulsions . .  . .  !) — I —  . — j 2 4 3 : 1  , —  : 1 , 1  — 1 | 5 — 1 l l
20. Tetanus . .  . .  4 — j — — —  —  ; — ' 3 — ] 1 ; — — — 1 , — 1 — 2
21. Bronchitis . .  . . 4  —  — — — — 1 1 — 4 i J j 4 I — — — l - l  1 J —
22. Pneumonia . .  . .  55 l j —■ 1 j 2 8 , 4 j 30 3 i 1 , 1 1 4 1 4 24 13 6 1 6
23. Other Diseases of the Respire- j .

tory System . . 7  1 | — — i 1 — 1 “  £ — ; 1  — 1 —  — — > 2  3 1 — 1
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 21 — | — j 2 — I — i ? i  — i 1 — 5 ~  l l l 3  5 1 — 1
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . .  5 — ! — ! —  — I — > — 1 t  ~7 ~  ! 1 — — ■ 3 1 ~Z 4 —
26. Puerperal Septicemia . . 8  — ! — 1 — ! — — 5 l i  — — , — — —  2 , 3  3 — —
27. Miscarriage . .  . .  —  — — — —  — — —  — 1 — — 1 — — j — —' —  —  — —
28. Other undefined Accidents of i

Childbirth . .  4 —  — : —  - 2 — — 1 1 ! — ■ -  ; —  — j —  i — 1 — 1
29. Starvation . .  . .  — — — ■ —  —  — — — — | — — ■ —  — ! — ; — i — — — —
30. Aooidenta or Negligence . . 1 0  — —  , —  ■ — 2 —• 5 2 , 1 — — —  : —  5 i 2 1 — 2
31. Homicide . .  . . 2  1 —  s —  —  1 —  ; — — — — — ! — —^ 4  — — 1
32. Suicide . .  . .    —  — 1 —  — ! —  —  = —  —  . — — ; — —  ' — — | — — — . —
SE. Execution . .  . .  1 —  — ■ — — — • — —  1 .  —  — ! —  —  —  , 1 — — — —
34. All Other Causes . .  l73} 1 2 | 5 11 j 28 9 i 49 44 10 5 : 9 —  13 | 88 j 28 32 7 6
______________________________  ! I__________________ |___________________ I _____________

'* 3 deaths from Atelectasis and 1 from H&morrhage.
t  5 each from, Influenza and Syphilis, 3 from Want of Breast Milk, 2eaoh from Worms, Stomatitis, and Rickets, and 1 each 

from Pemphigus, Whooping Cough, Intussusception, Pulmonary Tuberculosis, and Colitis.
t  Here are included 50 deaths from Old Age, 21 from Worms, 12 from Paralysis, 10 from Debility, and 6 from Rickets.

H. 0. COTTU5, OOVBSmiXMT PRINTSR, COLOMBO, CEYLON.
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