
VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1919.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

oi the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The number of births registered Was 1,441 (729 males and 712 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate 
of 26-12 per 1,000, against 26*62 in the preceding month, 26*58 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 
28*67 the average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 10*38 in Panadure to 55*70 in 
Kalpitiya.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 523 (267 males and 256 females), and were equivalent 
to Ian annual rate of 21*55 per 1,000, against 20*60 in the preceding month, 21*70 in the corresponding month of the 
previous year, and 23*86 the averago for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 6*79 in Kollupitiya 
to 22 ■ 26 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,245 (1,210 males and 1,035 females). There were 

1,730 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 34* 18 per 1,000, against 28* 89 in the preceding month, 
35* 16 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 32*55 the average for the month of December in each year 
since 1909. The rate ranged from 82* 75 in Chilaw to 10* 60 in Panadure.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 831 (451 males and 380 females). There were 731 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an 'annual rate of 34*94 per 1,000, against 30*96 in the preceding month, 28*88 in the 
corresponding month of the previous year, and 31*57 the average for the month of December in each year since 1909. 
The rate ranged from 34*66 in St. Paul’s to 10*33 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 100 (57 males, 42 females, and one whose sex was undistinguishable), as 
against 77 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 325 per 1,000 births registered during the 

twelve months ended December 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 316, 
against 270 in the preceding month, 328 in the corresponding month of last year, and 301 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1909.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 382 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended December 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
367, against 291 in the preceding month, 300 in the corresponding month of last year, and 330 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1909.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 12 per cent, of the total deaths was due, 8 per cent, was 

due to Debility, 7 per cent, each to Convulsions and Diarrhoea, 6 per cent, each to Dysentery and Phthisis, 5 per cent, to 
Anchyloslomiasis, 4 per cent, each to Influenza and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 3 per cent, each to Enteritis, Bright's 
Disease and Nephritis, and Enteric Fever, and 1 per cent, to Bronchitis.

10. In Colombo too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 16 per cent, of the deaths was due, 
10 per cent, was due to Phthisis, 8 per cent, each to Debility and Convulsions, 6 per cent, to Influenza, 5 per cent, to Enteritis, 
4 per cent, to Enteric Fever, 3 per cent, each to Dysentery and Diarrhoea, and 2 per cent, each to Anchyloslomiasis, Bronchitis, 
Plague, and Bright's Disease and Nephritis.

11. Nineteen deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against 30 in the preceding month and 1 in the 
corresponding month of last year. There were registered 2 deaths from Cholera and 3 from Measles.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Measles, of which 
128 cases were reported (113 in Colombo, 8 in Kandy), followed by Enteric Fever 113 (75 in Colombo, 11 in Kandy, 10 in 
Mannar, 6 in Moratuwa), Phthisis 109 (96 in Colombo), Chickenpox 68 (47 in Colombo, 11 in Kandy, 5 in Nuwara Eliya), 
Plague 24 (in Colombo), Continued Fever 18 (8 in Colombo, 6 in Moratuwa), Mumps 7 (5 in Kandy), Dysentery 3 (in 
Kurunegala), Cholera 3 (2 in Badulla and 1 in Hambantota), Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo), Acute Diarrhoea 1 (in Batticaloa), 
and Smallpox 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
13. Bainfalh—Vavuniya recorded the highest rainfall (25*54 inches), followed by Mullaittivu (22*30 inches). 

In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 20 • 33 inches in Trineomalee to 5 • 26 inches in Puttalam. Colombo recorded 
9*28 inches.

14. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 59-9° in Nuwara Eliya to 79*6° in Ratnapura, and was 
79*4° in Colombo.

15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, 
in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, N. W. M oboappah ,
Colombo, January 26, 1920. Acting Registrar-General.
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\ )



( 5 )
H O jgra Jain'S ̂  ^

ea a 10 <m  t> | * °  00 2  £  .S
„  9  H t4.$ii"s s  I I S 8 8 8 1 S S 3 2 ?
s, | i  C l i l l l i l ____________________________________________________________ __ I
a i  ,a« . j

.2  'S  i  I S *  l a ^ ' »  ®  o  n e- ®
■ g o  J g  I S g l l l S  8  I ! ig S  8  S  I S  S  5 . §  *

I l  i l _ O l l l _ ___________ ______________________________________________________ —  ~
t-i , 2  S  e  , _  sr - . e

"  ' i ' S S ' c S S  05 I | O  o  r- ®  so -* t- .2
U l l f i S  S  I I ~  «o <* «  e* k> ~  •§

•g •g t s ”  ___________________________________________________________ ____  2

i f  l i j j l  1  f ! !  I I I I 1 I I I I I
C8 © S  ® 2  ”  M 3

^  —------------------------------------------------------------------------ --------- — = ~  * 8
»  © ?© os »o f~< t> ®  t- co n  g  'O -
© *g ^© °Q 0  *** t- 05 l© CO CO CO I ^  CO ^  3 g

^  _*  . * q j^ScS JO 05 JO ID 1> ID -̂t 01 <» , 2a  4 > * § 3  N  <M <N <M <N 0* —t c<» © 3
□ 3  3  5  *}£* ®  g

O fe  § f  — —— — ---------------------------------------------------------------  I. <] 5  CQ «© CD ©> CD t> 50 CO 05 CO «-< £*J cafej-- 2  a  r • o  o© <n  s© c* <m  » c o o c o 0 5  .a T*
• o o  ft S  ® a  o  o  t» «  -* <N ®  «  to ©  N  C 3g  g  jg f l S  ro i-i ( F i e o e o i M  e t r t r t i M  3  g

p g ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  — ,*3 O
«a oo (g I s 5 ®  00 ?* ?  ?  <? ?  S" | ®  ?  ^  5

I s  «• S ® I S  8  "* «  2  £  8  S  2  8  3  3  I S 1 §
6 ^  I  ^ L _ _ _ _ _ _ _____________ _______________________________________________ s'M I
•JS ■+» 4  in o o ^ i o t o  o « 5 ost£>  o -g ®
° a  I  c T r f 10 I | «  T  «  ®  | ?• ?  *T ^  3  g
2 0  W VH lO CD 05 GO ID i-4 CD 05 <5 *_ 05

t g »  O S n  o< o  r* -  N  N l . - g g
§   ̂ ______ ____ ______ __ _ _  1q CJ -«
ft s 3\J X °+Z V< C O C D C O C D C M pM O O  C O C 5 i O «  -P^3 jq© C* mg CO C O O Q C O C O l O ' - t f C O C O C O  O "
.p  a  g-§ *■* ^  -f <-« A o  "o

f ! ______? !________________________________________ n  1
®  H  S a S  O  i 2 ^  5a? 3 s § 8  o  < ^ l l l ! l ' °  f <N o  I ^ - 3  ■•*
Cb ® G'ttrn PhP w

-*» ■ ■ ...... , , u ■ ■ ■■■ »"■: .................................... ■■ ■' ■—1— —i.!■»■!■—. — o © ©U S  3\2 50 CD CO <D c<* —• *«# CO r-f io 50 ^  ® S© 7  -snogj^ co c o o o e o c o ^ ^ r p ^ c o ^ g c )
I t  00 N -?3  I

S  "§ § O *  ---- — --- ---------- ----------------------------------------- ------------- 4§ *M W
© © ’s a ‘3  ______ O  l < H C O C O G O O > 0  BO rH CO O  f l °  ®© /s ‘soretn®^ 00 i - i r H i o c n o 5  t> oi c<i © a  2
© W  !§ « «  CO > o ^

| | § -------------------------- -------------------------------------------------^ ’-g o
«t-< p  5 ?  VI XO ^ O C O tH ^ G O  QO O  <05 j o d i S  □O flS ] gg 09I^H IO (M ^  I> CO ^  C D D 3 < ^ , - J  p S B d, ©/3 O Qj m
«a a  ______________________  ______________________________________________________________ o o ' §
rt •** ++ *m * ^  Q« a
g . B  -TOo^a 3

„• __________ _________ _______________________________ _________  3
J  f  I  *wpnMa £  I ! i I ^  S  05 | -  ^  8 „- |
e o S  g _______________________________________________________________________________________ , ?•d >• «  ----- -p x  .5?•8*4 -89 m  8  - , < * « [  . g ^ J

-------------------------- L ----------------------—--------------------------------------- ------  ~ 3  g
rCJ _  __ 03 , I-C 00 o  TH ^ H » M C 0 r^ § 2  2© ^p *en08J9<T <tt { H  1i CO ^  r t .  C 5 1 D C M M  -P 'S  °49 iO l >—l aS 2  60

■g a  . ^ ?  .3

2  •«9! t̂n9a S  | ,~ ' S 2 o t 8 ®  w n ^ S  3

s ?  I®  . s i  S s
^  tp  &< ' ’ ......  ‘ ‘ -P S  <* o>"SO t~ | S CD i-H CD 00 t '  1C3 LO W  A 05 rHg  «*• *gei8K  CO I ( M ^ r - i C D  8  5  6Di
£  -T _____________________0 3 __________________________________ ___________________________  l i  I S
5 ^  e ~-8 H 1 «» «» ^  -oS
S - U  g i l l s ’ / 8  S S S 2 S S  S  S S S ^ ’S  -5 c
J 2 .  # !!§ !§  5 S’ S  S  S* S  S  S  S  S  S  H  oM

W . S  *,^,"8 ■ o J ' d ' i o ®
0  §> I S i i .  S  2 S S 8 S § . §  8  2  3  | “ l | S oU f c i i J  S  jo <» *5 i> »  «o o ,  ®  n< «  %j* ^ - 9 ^  m
© ^  3 § s ® »  o> e o t > « - T ^ c > N  oo" » - ? 5 o c o  B* o o JJ2 © |e|2©?S r-C W W ^ N e * * 4d PaS a , W l  M f i c g^Sgc  ^3 _ j, __ g  » -p S  2
p  eL, ^  © 43 © 2 . 2  So " • © • •» * • ©• * • •1 o • s • * • n • i  • • • • ? a« s-S-s

g S  . I  |  §  §  g |  , - - s s p a i
o  I  §  1  j  § «  . 1 1  i  «  «  | S « S i i

°  8 «  «  <s !  1  |  | °  !  ,1 1  §

( 0 )



I J )
lab le  l  y.— Causes of Deaths registered during the Month ol December, 1919, in each Ward and o f each R a c e

in the City of Colombo.

| Wards. Deaths among all R aces.

 ̂ y  r | |
o fe 9* 5s '

Causes of Death, S s  fl 8 1 8 sg .3 a m  .£.•« *o j  „•

3 I  ■ 1 g I  1 1 !  I  I f  i f  t .■8 S 4 i  1  I  »  I  | 5  2 |  I  I  i  -3 .-3 S R, g
I ' l l  g *  f  I  !  1 0 £ 3  1  | S’. $  § § - I J

S 3 M ^ H W S B 8 S S  O

All Causes ..831 5 6 33 86 132 61 244 143 41 45 35 5 46 433 ,167 113 25 3 9

i
I. —Infantile Mortality ..192 — — 10 30 27 21 21 56 16 , 4 7 — 11 97 28 87 8 1 1

4 .—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity . .  . . 4    ___  — — 1 __  1 ___ 2 __ __ _ 1 1 1 1   ____
2. Debility . .  ... 21 — — — .8 l  — 6 6 — — — — 1 12 3 1 2 2
3. Convulsions . .  . .  1 4 _ _ . 1 1 5 _ 1 5 _ 1 _ . _ _  6 4 3 __ 7
4. Diarrhoea . .  . .  — — — __ —  __ — _ — _ _ __ __ __ _  __ __ _
ia. Enteritis . .  . .  — __ — — — __ ■__ __ — _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 7
5. Tetanus . .  . .  — — — _ — __ — __ — — __ __ _  __ __ __ __ __ '
6. Bronchitis . .  .. — __ — __ — __ ______— — __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ _
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  — — — _ — _ — _ — __ _ _  __ _  ,_ __ __ __ TUT
8. Other Causes . .  . . 1* — ,—   —   —   — 1             1   ' ~
B ,—Over 1  Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity .• . > 1  _ _ __ 1 __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ X __
2. Debility ..  . .  32 — — x 1 6 3 2 16 1 ~  2 — 3 14 1 10 2 a
. g®0™ 810110 • • ..  42 — — 2 8 3 13 — 12 1 — 3 — 2 16 5 12 2 a
4. Diarrhoea . .  . .  7 __ __ 1 4  __ 1 _ 1 __ __ _ __ 1 2 3  1 __ 0
4a. Enteritis . .  ..' u  — — 1 1 5 1 — 4 1 1 — _  1 11 1 l _  IT
6. Tetanus . .  .. __ __ _  _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
6. Bronchitis ..  . . 5  __ — __ _ 1 __ __ 2 2 __ __ __ __ 4 1 __ __
l- Pneumonia ..  ••26 — — 2 4 4 1 4 6 1 2 2 — 2 16 4 2 2  __
8. Other Causes ..  .. 25f — — 2 2 1 2 7 4 7 — — — — 15 5 4 _

II. —General Mortality (1 Pear and
0V8r) •• --639 5 6 23 58 105 40 228 87 25 41 28 5 35 , 339139 76 17 28

1. Plague ..  . .  1 9 — 2 — 10 1 1 2  1 — — 2 — — 3 13 3 ~  ___
2. Smallpox . .  . .  — .— — — _ _ . __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
3. Chickenpox . .  . .  — ,— — — — __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
4. Measles . .  • . . 1  — — — — __ __ __ 1 __ __ __ __ __ 1 __ __, __ __
B. Influenza . .  . .  4 9 — 1 i  18 11 8 2 2 1 2 — — 1 22 16 8 ~  a
6. Pyrexia or Fever . . 3  — — — — 1 __ __ 1 X __ __ __ __ 2 __ I __ __
7. Enteric Fever.. . .  30 —. 1 2 — 2 — 16 2 2 l  4 2 2 20 2 1 — a
8. Malaria . .  , . 3  — — _ __ 1 __ 1 __ __ X __ __ _  3 __ __ __ __
fl. Malarial Cachexia . .  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ •

10. Cholera . .  . .                                      TIT
11. Diarrhoea . .  . . 1 4  — — — — 12 — 1 — 1 — — — 1 X1 1    1 ___
11a. Enteritis . .  .* 27 — — 1 2 5 3 8 2 1 3 2  — 1 17 5 3    1
12. Dysentery . .  , . • •  25 — — — 2 2 — 13 1 4 3 — — X 11 8 — 1 a
13. Anobylostomiasis or Doehmius

Duodenal is . .  . . 2 0  — — — — — — 19 l — — __  __ 1 1 4  4 1 __ __
14. Cancer . .  . . 5  — — — — 1 — 4 — — —   ___  __ 2 2 1   ___ '
15- Phthisis . .  . .  79 2 — 3 5 7 3 36 7 4 10 2 1 4 42 16 6 3 7
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases ..  — — —. — — — — — — — — — __ __ __ __ __ __ _
#. Anaemia . .  . . 2  — — — — — — 1 — — 1 — — — 1 1 — __ ___
. DiabetesMellitus . . 1  — — — — — — 1 — — — — — — 1 — __ __ __

Convulsions ..  -  . . 9  — — 1 1 2 1 — 3 — — 1 — .— 8 — — 1 _______
. Tetanus ..  . . 1  — — ( — — — — 1 — — — — __  __ 1   — __

Bronchitis ., , . .  14 — — — 4 2 1 1 — 3 2 1 — 2 6 3 3 — — *
Pneumonia .. . .  105 1 — 5 4 18 7 46 13 2 4 6 — 8 47 30 12 1 7

■=. Other Diseases of the Respira- j
tory System . . 7  1 — — —  — 1 2 2 — 1 — — — 4 1 1 — 1

Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 16 — 1 — 3 2 2 7 — — 1 — — — 9 5 2 — __
Puerperal Eclampsia . . 1  — — — — — — 1 — — — — — — — 1 — __  ,

S~ sral Septic ®mia .. 6 — — — — 1 — 3 — — — 1 — — 5 — — —  
riage .. .. __ __ __ __ — — — ,— — — — __ __ — __ __ __ __ __

Other undefined Accidents of
Childbirth .. , . 2  — — — — — — 1 — — I — — — 2 — — — —

\ SfoWYfttiQS .. 1 — — — — — — 1 — — — — — — 1 — —
Aooidents or Negligence . . 8  — — — 1 — — 5 1 — 1 — — ■— 4 1 2 — 1
Homicide .. ,. — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —1 — — —

. Execution . .  .. — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
All Other Causes ..  192J 1 1 7 6 37 13 51 50 6 10 10 2 14 102 30 32 10 2

'__________ _________________________________J____________ _________________________________ !_____________________ .
* From Atelectasis. _ *
t Six deaths from Syphilis, 5 from Influenza, 3 from Want of Breast Milk, 2 each from Worms, Malformation and 

. „ontery and 1 each from Gangrene, Measles, General Tuberculosis, Rickets, and continued Fever.
% Here are included 53 deaths from Old Age, 17 from Worms, 15 from Marasmus, 13 from Debility, 10 from Paralysis, and 

->m Rickets.

H. R. COTTLE, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.


