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No. 7,087 — FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1920.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1919.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

Tars report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 88 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895, :
Births.

2. 'The number of births registered was 1,441 (729 males and 712 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate
of 26+12 per 1,000, against 26+ 62 in the preceding month, 26-58 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and
%{88-‘67 the average for the corresponding months since 1909, The rate ranged from 1038 in Panadure to 55:70 in

Ipitiya.

P 3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 523 (267 males and 256 females), and were equivalent
to hn annual rate of 2155 per 1,000, against 20-60 in the preceding month, 21-70 in the corresponding month of the
previous year, and 23+ 86 the average for the corresponding months since 1909.  The rate ranged from 6+79 in Kollupitiya
to 22+26 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.

4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,245 (1,210 males and 1,035 females). There were
1,780 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 3418 per 1,000, against 28+ 89 in the preceding month,
35+16 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 32+ 55 the average for the month of December in each year
since 1909. The rate ranged from 82- 75 in Chilaw to 10-60 in Panadure. -

5, In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 831 (451 males and 380 females). There were 731 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an hnnual rate of 34-94 per 1,000, against 30-96 in the preceding month, 28-88 in the
corresponding month of the previous year, and 31-57 the average for the month of December in each year since 1909.
The rate ranged from 34-66 in St. Paul’s to 10- 33 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 100 (57 males, 42 females, and one whose sex was undistinguishable), as
against 77 in the preceding month.

- Infant Mortality.

7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to & rate of 325 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ended December 31, 1919, Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 316,
against 270 in the preceding month, 328 in the corresponding month of last year, and 301 the average for the corresponding
months since 1909,

8. 1In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 382 per 1,000 births registered during
the twelve months ended December 31, 1919, Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was
367, against 291 in the preceding month, 300 in the corresponding month of last year, and 330 the average for the
corresponding months since 1909,

Causes of Death.

9. 'The highest mortality was from Pnreumonia, to which 12 per cent. of the total deaths was due, 8 per cent. was
" - due to Debility, 7 per cent. each to Convulsions and Diarrhea, 6 per cent. each to Dysentery and Phthisis, 5 per cent, to
Anchylostomiasis, 4 per cent. each to Influenza and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 3 per cent. each to Enteritis, Bright's
Disease and Nephritis, and Enteric Fever, and 1 per cent. to Bronchitis.

10. In Colombo too, the highest mortality was from Preumonia, to which 18 per cent. of the deaths was due,
10 per cent. was due to Phthisis, 8 per cent. each to Debility and Convulsions, 6 per cent. to Influenza, 5 per cent. to Enteriiis,
4 per cent. to Enteric Fever, 3 per cent. each to Dysentery and Diarrhea, and 2 per cent. each to Anchylostomiasis, Bronchitis,
Plague, and Bright’s Disease and Nephritis. :

11. Nineteen deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against 30 in the preceding month and 1 in the
corresponding month of last year. There were registerod 2 deaths from Cholera and 3 from Measles.

- 12, Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Measles, of which
128 cases were reported (113 in Colombo, 8 in Kandy), followed by Enteric Fever 113 (75 in Colombo, 11 in Kandy, 10 in
Marmar, 6 in Moratuwa), Phthisis 109 (96 in Colombo), Ohickenpoxz 68 (47 in Colombo, 11 in Kandy, 5 in Nuwara Eliya),
Plague 24 (in Colombo), Oontinued Fever 18 (8 in Colombo, 6 in Moratuwa), Mumps 7 (5 in Kandy), Dysentery 8 (in
Kurunegala), Cholera 8 (2 in Badulla and 1 in Hambantota), Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo), Acute Diarrheen 1 (in Batticaloa),
and Smallpoz 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.

) 13. Rainfoll—Vavuniya recorded the highest rainfall (25+54 inches), followed by Mullaittiva (22-30 inches).
gn 2{‘,;19 ot}‘:lher towns the rainfall ranged from 20+ 33 inches in Trincomalee to 5+26 inches in Pattalam. Colombo recorded
*28 inches.
14, Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 59-9° in Nuwara Eliya to 79-6° in Ratnapura, and was
79+4° in Colombo.
15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables I1I. and IV. for the city of Colombo,
in the Appendix. .

Registrar-General’s Office, N. W. MORGAPPAH,
Colombo, January 26, 1920. Acting Registrar-General, -
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1able 1y .~Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of December, 1919, in each Ward and of each Race

in the City of Colombo.
Wards. Deaths among all Races.
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* From Atelectasis. o

1 Rix deaths from Syphilis, 5 from Iunfluenza, 3 from Want of Breast Milk, 2 each from Worms, Malformation and
.wontery and L each from Gangrene, Measles, General Tuberculosis, Rickets, and continued Fever. .

1 Here are included 53 deaths from Old Age, 17 from Worms, 15 from Marasmus, 13 from Debility, 10 from Paralysis, and
" om Rickets. . .

H, B. COTTLE, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER, QOLOMBO, CEYLON.



