
VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF JANUARY, 1920.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.
2. The number of births registered Was 1,576 (808 males and 768 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate 

of 27*99 per 1,000, against 26*12 in the preceding month, 31* 85 in the corresponding month of last year, and 32*09 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1910. The rate ranged from 7*06 in Hambantota to 91 * 84 in Lunugala.

3. In thecity  of Colombo the births registered numbered 563 (278 males and 285 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 22* 51 per 1,000, against 21*55 in the preceding month, 26* 16 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and-27* 05 the average for the corresponding months since 1910. The rate ranged from 10*66 in Kollupitiya to 
27 * 80 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.
1 4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,512 (1,422 males and 1,090 females). There were

1,892 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 36* 63 per 1,000, against 34* 18 in the preceding month, 
33*59 in the corresponding month of last year, and 33*05 the average for the month of January in each year since 
1910. The rate ranged from 83*20 in Chilaw to 6*27 in Nawalapitiya.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 887 (513 males and 374 females). There were 745 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 34*56 per 1,000, against 34*94 in the preceding month, 28*01 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 29*47 the average for the month of January in each year since 1910. The rate 
ranged from 28* 13 in St. Paul’s to 10*10 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 83 (49 males and 34 females), as against 100 in the preceding month.
Infant Mortality. *

7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 288 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ended January 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate Whs 254, 
against 316 in the preceding month, 273 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 285 the averhg^icw'tlie 
corresponding months since 1910. ’

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 256 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended January 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the. rate was 
226, against 367 in the preceding month, 265 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 295 the average 
for the corresponding months since 1910.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 13 per cent, of the total deaths was due, 8 per cent, was 

due to Debility, 7 per cent, to Diarrhoea, 6 per cent, each to Convulsions, Anchylostomiasis, and Phthisis, 5 percent, each 
to Dysentery and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 4 per cent, each to Influenza and Enteritis, 3 per cent, each to Bright’s 
Disease and Nephritis, 2 per cent, each to Enteric Never and Prematurity, and 1 per cent, to Bronchitis.

10. In Colombo too the largest number of deaths Was due to Pneumonia, to  which 16 per cent, of the total 
deaths was due, 10 per cent, was due to Phthisis, 6 per cent, each to Influenza and Debility, 5 per cent, to Convulsions, 4 per 
cent, each to Enteritis, Dysentery, and Enteric Fever, 3 per cent, each to Bright's Disease and Nephritis, and Plague, 2 per 
cent, each to Anchylostomiasis, Dia/rrhcea, and Bronchitis, and 1 per cent, to Cancer.

11. Twenty-six deaths from Plague were registered (25 in Colombo and 1 in Kalutara), as against 19 in the 
preceding month. There Were registered 3 deaths from Measles and 1 from Smallpox.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Measles, of which 
263 cases were reported (223 in Colombo, 13 in Kandy, 13 in Galle, 5 in Moratuwa). Phthisis followed with 1*75 cases 
(163 in Colombo), Enteric Fever 113 (75 in Colombo, 12 in Panadure, 9 in Moratuwa), Chickenpox 104 (62 in Colombo, 16 
in Moratuwa, 8 in Kandy, 7 in Gampola, 6 in Galle), Continued Fever 41 (23 in Colombo, 7 in Moratuwa, 5 in Kandy), 
Plague 26 (25 in Colombo and 1 in Kalutara), Mumps 10 (7 in Colombo), Dysentery 4 (,3 in Moratuwa), Smallpox 4 (in 
Colombo), Acute Diarrhoea 3, and Diptheria (1 in Kant^y).

Meteorology.
13. BainfaU.— Kalmunai recorded the highest rainfall (11*65 inches), followed by Lunugala (10*25 inches). 

In the other towns it ranged from 7*19 inches in Badulla to 0*47 of an inch, in Negombo. Colombo recorded 0 *83 of 
an inch.

14. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 57*4° in Nuwara Eliya to 79*8° in Ratnapura, and was
79 *0? in Colombo. N _

15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and TablEMJI. and IV. for the city of Colombo*
in the Appendix. '

Registrar-General’s Office, , * N. W. Moboattab,
Colombo, February 23, 1920. Acting Registrar-General. *
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Wards. Deaths among all R a ce s .

* § |  .1
o - l  l i ~. f i r ? .  . S* "S *3

Causes of Death. a a  9 ;  |  J S  *5 05 >3 . 5 CD T3 • i  . *
3  ® 8 - ® g i s S § , S . f c * 1 t 3 r i ®O "3 -a a 3 ' 9 9,2 *3 -€ a 8 E S
v  i  -9 S  i  I  «  |  -0 M "  'S. g i  5  -I a  * s,  a

a O k ® s 3 Q 3 o  5̂8
__________________________5___&__Pn__J___ W__M _ j2i___ ________ 53_ M & _m__ ®__ ff_  3  £  o

All Causes ..887 6 9 31 71 115 53 808 139 55 57 43 3 30 485 185 125 2 3  3 0

I. —Infantile Mortality .. 127 — 2 6 13 21 12 23 23 15 5 7 l  5 60 24 27 8  3
A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity . .  . . 4  — — — — — — 3 — — —■ 1 i — 2 1 —  _£. ___
2. Debility . .  . .  14 — 1 — 2 1 3 3 2 2 — — _  — 6 4 3 1 ___

- 3. Convulsions .. 4 — — 1 2 — — — 1 — — — __ — 2 2   ____  _
in. Enteritis . .  . . . — — — — — — — — — — — — — •— — — _______  '
5 Tetanus . .  ' . . 1  — — — ' — 1 — ,— — — 1 —  __  ___
6. Bronchitis . .  .. — — — — — — — — ■ — — — —. _  — — __ ,__  ___

S Other Causes. .  : . .  — — — — — — — — — — —. — __  — —   ____  __  2H1
^ ‘ B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity . .  . .  3 — — — — — — 1 __ __ __ 2 __ __ 2 __ 1 __
2. Debility . .  . .  19 — 1 — 1 4 3 2 6 — 1 1  __ 1 6 3 7    m
3. Convulsions . .  . .  25 — — 3 .. ¥  3 2 " — lo  — 2 1 — 1 12 S 6 l
4. Diarrhoea . .  . .  3 — — — ' 1 l  — — —   ___  1   j  i    .
4a. Enteritis . .  . . 7  —  — — — 2 — 1 — 3 — 1 — — 5 — _  ®
6. Tetanus . .  . .  — — — — — — — __ — __  __ i  __  __ __ __ ___ _
0. Bronchitis . .  . . 3  — — — — — —■ 1   2 __ __ __ — 2 __ __ 1
7. Pneumonia . .  . . 1 7  — — 1 — 6 2 0 l  i  j  __ __ 1 9 3 3  1
8. Other Causes . .  . .  27* — — 1 3 4 2 7 3 7 , _  __ __ 1 13 5 6 2

II, —General Mortality (1 Tear and
®wr) ..  . .  760 6 7 25 58 94 41 285 116 40 52 36 2 25 425161 98 15 3 4

I Blague . .  . .  25 — — 1 6 — 7 4 — — — 7 — — 4 6 14   ,
2. Smallpox . .  . . 1  — — — — — — — — — __ 1 __ __ __ __ __ __  ,

, 3. Chiokenpox . .  . .  — — — — — — — — — _       _  __ __ __ __  1
4, Measles . . 3  — — —  — 2 — — — __ 1 — jl. __ 3 __ __ __
5 Influenza . .  . .  50 1 3 5  13 5 6 2  10 1 2 2  __  2 17 24 5 1 ~T
6 Pyrexia or Fever . . 6  — — — — — 1 — 3 1 1 — __ ___ 4 2 __ __  -
7. Enteric Fever.. . .  32 — — 2 2 4 1 19 2 1 1   ___  __ 25 1 1 1 -

. 8. Malaria . .  5 — — — 1 — 1 2 2 __ __ __ __ __ 3 2 1 * *
9. Malarial Caohexia . .  — — — — — — — —         .      S-    *

10. Cholera . .  '  . .  — — — — — — — __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
11. Diarrhoea . .  . . 1 6  — — — 2 6  — 4 1 3  __ __ __ __ 9 B 2 —.
11a. Enteritis . .  26 — — 2 2 1 1 12 1 2 4 1 __ — 14 5 4   *  4
12. Dysentery . .  ••32 — — — T 3 — 15 3 3 6 1 — — 22 9 1 __13. Anobylostomiasis or Dochmius \

Duodenalis . .  . . 2 0  — — — — — — 19 — — 1 — __ __ 16 3 1  _______
14. Cancer . .  . . 1 0  — — — — — — 8 — 1 — 1 __  1 6 3   ___
10. -Phthisis . .  . .  91 2 — 2 2 8 4 41 8 4 16 4 — 4 46 26 7 4 - T s
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases . . 2  — — —  — — — 1 1 —   —   _  j  ,_ j  ____ ;

< 17. Anaemia . .  . . 4  — — 1 — 1 — — — — __ 2 __ __ 3 '__ j  __
18. Diabetes Mellitus . . . 4 ' — — —  1 1 — 1 1 — — __    1 % 1      4
19. Convulsions . .  . .  18 — — — 5 4 2 — 5 1 1 — ___  __ 10 2 5 __
SO. Tetanus . .  . . 3  — — — — — — 3 — — — — __ __ 2 '__ —

, 21. Bronchitis . .  . . 1 3  — — — 3 4 1 1 2 1 — 1   ___  6 1 6 —  M
22. Pneumonia . .  . .  121 1 2 5 2 13 3 56 20 7 5 7 1 . 1 68 34 6 4 Tjl
23. Other Diseases of the Rospira- la

tory System . . 9  — — — — — — 7 1 — — 1 __ 1 4 3 \ __ ' JfiB
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 26 — —' 2  2 4  5 6 2 2 3 —   1 14 4 6 —. J9B
25. PuerperalEolampsia . . 1  — —• — — — — 1 — — — — __  ._ __ >1 ___ __ 3 SH
26. j^ ^m lS eptkam ia  . . 3  — —• — — —. — 3 — —   —     3     __  -JMM
28. Other undefined Accidents of ' ^ 9

ChUdhitth , ,  . .  3 — — 1 — — — 1 — 1 _  — _  __ 1 i i  __
20, Starvation , ,  . .  2 — — — — — — 2 — — — — — — 2 — — —  I jS fl
36. Aooidents or Negligence . . 1 3  1 — — 1 — — 11 — — — — — — 10 2 — —  ' «§1H
31. Homioide . .  . . 2  — — — — 1 — 1 — — — — — — 1 1 — —  |||H
32. Suicide . .  . .  —. — — — — — — — — — — — — —' — — — —  l l j H
33. Execution ..  ». 1 — — — — — — — 1 — — — — — 1 —' — — '
31. All Other Causes _ ..217f 1 2 4 15 37 9 65 53 12 11 8 1 14 128 ^25 35 ,  5';

* Seven deaths from Syphilis, 3 from Rickets, 2 each from Worms, Want of Breast Milk, and Influenza; and 1 eaehjajBp' 
Nephritis, Dysentery, Abscess, Gastritis, Thrust, Meningitis, Asthma, Impetigo, Pyaemia, Phthisis, and Doohmius.

t Here are included 53 deaths from Old Age, 19 from Worms, 17 from Debility, 16 from Marasmus, 12* from RicketsGHBd M
10 from Paralysis.  ̂ \  ̂ J j

H. R. COTTLE, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.
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Table IV.__Causes of Death® registered during the Month of January, 1920, in each Ward and of each E a o e
ih, the City of Colombo. v  - *


