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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
. MONTH OP FEBRUARY, 1919.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENIAL.
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

gt the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,525 (788 males and 737 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate of 
30-61 per 1,000, against 31 ‘ 85 in the preceding month, 30-99 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31 -25 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 9'48 in Nuwara Eliyato 82-97 in Lunugala.

3. In the city of Colombo the births;registered numbered 565 ( 305 males and 260 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate* of 25*77 per 1,000, against 26-16 in the preceding month, 26-20 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 27-18 the average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 8-17 in Kollupitiya to 29-00 
in Wellawatta. ' '

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,028 (1,106 males and 922 females). There were 

1,604 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 35-09 per 1,000, against 33-59 in the preceding month, 
27" 44 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31 ‘ 94 the average for the month of February in each year since 1909. 
The rate ranged from 123" 73 in Anuradhapura to 13-23 in Kegalla.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 653 (373 males and 280 females). There were 558 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 29*53 per 1,000, against 28-01 in the preceding month, 24-71 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 30-06 the average for the month of February in each, year since 1909. The 
rate ranged from 31-21 in San Sebastian to 9*48 in Kollupitiya. '

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 98 (47 males and-51 females), against 101 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
• 7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 289 per 1,000 births registered during the

twelve months ended February 28, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 250, 
against 273 in the preceding month, 232 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 260 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1909.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a r^pe of 308 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended February 28, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
3507 against 265 in the preceding month, 216 in the corresponding month of the previous year, and 283 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1909. - -

' Causes of Death.
9 . The highest mortality was attributed to P neum onia, to whioh 15 per cent, of the total deaths was due,

8 per cent, was due to D ebility , 7 per cent, each to M a la ria  arid M alaria l C ach exia  and Convulsions, 5 per cent, each to 
P h th isis, Diarrhoea, In fluenza , and D ysentery , 4 per cent, each to E n teritis  and Anchylostom iasis, 3 per cent, to Bright's 
D isease and N ep h ritis , 2 per cent, each to E n teric  F ever  and B ronchitis, and 1 per cent, each P rem aturity  and P u erp era l  
Septicsem ia.

10. In Colombo too the highest mortality was from P n eu m on ia , to whioh 12 per-cent, of the total deaths was 
due, 10 per cent, was due to P hthisis, 8 per cent, to Convulsions, 7 per cent, each to D ebility  and E nteritis, 5 per cent. to 
In fluenza , 3 per cent, each to B right's D isea se  and N eph ritis  and D ysen tery , 2 per cent, each to Diarrhoea, Enteric F ever, 
and B ron ch itis , and 1 per cent, each to T etanu s,: P rem aturity, and A nchylostom iasis. One death from P la gu e  was 
registered (in Colombo).

11. In fec tiou s  D iseases reported.—The infectious' disease most prevalent during the month was P h th isis, of which
101 cases were reported (91 in Colombo, 6 in Galle), followed by E n teric  56 (33 in Colombo, 7 in Panadure, 5 p S  
Batticaloa), G hickenpox  51 (36 in Colombo), Continued F ever  34 (21 in Colombo, 7 in Moratuwa), D ysen tery  6  j /d n  
Moratuwa), M ea sles  -4 (3 in Colombo), D iphtheria  2 (in Colombo), M u m p s  1 (in Colombo), S m allpox 1 (in Gal!<d> and 
P lague 1 (in Colombo). . / S ‘

■ Meteorology.
12. B a in fa ll.—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (3 "09 inches), followed by TrincomaJee (2-90 inches) and /

Kalutara (2-65 inches). In the other towns it ranged from 2-43 inches in Galle to 0-02 of an inch in Kurunegala,- 
Puttalam, and Jaffna, respectively. Colombo^recorded O' 34 of an inch. ,/ /

13. Tem perature.—The mean temperature varied from 59-4° in Nuwara Eliyato 82-3° in Ratnapura, and was
81-6° in Colombo, /

14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and H. for all towns and Tables III. and TV. for the city of Colombo.
Registrar-General’s Office, . a - W. L. K indebslev,

Colombo, March 25, 1919. ' ' Registrar-General.

t * The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, Ac., not assignable 
to wards. /  , . ,
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Table IV.— Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of February, 1919, in eaoh Ward and of each Raoe
in the City of Colombo,. '

Wards. '  | Deaths among all Races.
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( . All Causes • •653 i 7 33 51 76 64 188 116 55 39 33 7- 24 360 133 91 14 24

I.—Infantile Mortality 141 — 2 11 17 20 18 16 24 16 10 7 1 4 76 26 23 6 5

A ,— One Week and under.
1 2

21. Prematurity ... 
3. Debility 
3. Convulsions ..

• • 8
18
10

— 1 1
3

3
2

.4
2 1

1
1
1

1
3

8
2

1
1
1

2 —
2

10
6

2
3

3
2
2

2

4. . Diarrhoea 
4a . Enteritis 
0. Tetanus

••
2

— — / • . — — _ 2 __ — — ' __ 2
—

— — —

8. Bronchitis — — — — — “7*
7. Pneumonia ...
8. Other Causes .. . >
J5,— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
I. Prematurity .. 
S. Debility 18 ___ 2 1 2 __ 7- 2 1 1 2 — — 14 2 1 1 —
3. Convulsions ..  . , . 30 — 1 3 8 1 8 1 6 1 1 — — — 13 8 7 s
4. Diarrhoea „ .. . . 3 — — — — 1 1 — 1 — — — — — 2 1 ■
4a. Enteritis • • 14 — ;— 1 — 4 1 — 0 1 1 1 — 1 9 2 2
0. Tetanus . . 1
8. Bronchitis • . 6 — — --- ' — 1 1 1 2 — — 1 i 1 3 — 1 — —
7. Pneumonia .. * , 9 — — — 2 2 2 2 — — 1 — — — 5 3 1 — —
8. Other Causes .. •• 22* — — 1 1 3 4 2 4 3 3 1 — 1 12 4 3 1 , ]

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and
5 107 68 8 19over) i .. 512 i 22 34 56 36 172 92 89 29 26 6 20 284

S. Smallpox
3. Chiokenpox ..
4. Measles

• * — “ “ -***
10 5 9

—
0. Influenza , • 32 — 2 4 6 0 10 1 1 2 --- / 1 — 4 —* 4
6. Pyrexia or Fever • , 5 — — — 1 — 1 — 3 — — — — 5 — — — —
7. Enteric Fever.. . 14 — — — — 1 — 8 1 3 — 1 — — 10 1 1 1 1
8. Malaria 
0. Malarial Caohexia

3 — —- ” ” 1 1 1 2 1

10. Cholera • #
511. Diarrhoea , . 11 _, — — 1 5 2 — 1 ---- i 1 — 1 2 2 1 —

11a. Enteritis ' , , 29 __ — — 1 3 2 13 3 3 i 3 — — 18 6 5 —
12. Dysentery • • 18 — — 1 2 1 — 7 4 1 2 — 1 1 1 2 3 — 1
13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochimus

6Puodenalis ., • , 7 —̂ — — — — ---. 7 — — — — — — 1 1

14. Cancer , , 5 — — --- — — — 6 — — — — — — 3 2 —
10. Phthisis • . 64 — 1 1 2 8 3 28 11 5 4 1 — 2 40 17 5 ■—
10. Other Tuberoulous Diseases « • 3 — — ---- — — — 1 1 — 1 — — — 1 2 “ —
17. Anaemia • . 2 — — 1 — — — — —-* — 1 — — — 1 1

18. Diabetes Mellitus IJ ---„ — — — — — — — — *— — — —
19. Convulsions ..
20. Tetanus _
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia

••
14

6
5

72 i

1

1

2

1

2

4

1

1
8

.2
2

2

29

2
3
2

11

5
1

3 6

1

6 1

1

■ 2

6
2
3

,40

3
2
1

16

4
1
1
7 «

23. Other Diseases of the Respira
tory System

24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 
20. Puerperal Eolampsia
26. Puerperal Septicaemia

.8
18
4
6

—
2

1
2

1

1
2
1

1 4
11
3
1 3 1

1,
i

1 1
4

10
3
3

3
3
1
1

2

2
—

i

27. Miscarriage .. • •
28, Other undefined Accidents 

Childbirth ..
of

3 _ — — — — — 2 1 — — — — — 1 2 — — —
Starvation .. r

30. Aooidents or Negligence • • 6 — — — ” “ 1 1 3 1

31. Homioide
32. Suioide ; ; l

l — --- —
1

— — — 1 — — — — 1 — — —
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes ••

2
17 If

r
10 10 17 12

45
41 J 14 12 10 4 8 95 30 25 4 5

* 4 deaths from Want of Breast Milk, 3 from Worms, 2 each from Syphilis and Dysentery, and 1 each from Influenza, Rickets, 
Furunculosis, Meningitis, Pyrexia, Dyphtheria, Pericarditis, Thrush, Gastritis, Dentition, and Nephritis. .

t Sere are inoluded 50 deaths from Old Age, 22 from Worms, 12 from Paralysis, 10 from Marasmus, 7 from Peritonitis, and 
7 from Debility. >

h. o. ootxiiB, aovKamstuwr pbuttbb, Colombo, cexlon.
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