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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN ‘THE
_ MONTH OF MARCH 1919. -

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL

' Tais report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 38 principal towns m the Island proclalmed under sections 3136
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
- Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,549 (782 malesand 767 females), and was equlvalent to an annual rate of
2808 per’l,000, against 30°61 in the precedmg month, 2821 in the correspondmg month of last year, and 3038 the
average for the correspondmg months since 1909. The rate ranged from 11-24 in Mannar to 72°06 in Kalmunai.

3. In the city of Colombo the births reglstered numbered 534 (2382 males and 252 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate® of 22°00 per 1,000, against 25°77 in the preceding month, 2328 in the ocorresponding month of last
year, and 2560 the average for the correspondmg months since 1909. The rate ra,nged from 10+ 03 in Kollupitiya to 3404
in- Wellawatta.

’ Deaths.

4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,849 (1,016 males and 8§33 females). There were
11,452 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 28+69 per1,000, against 35 09 in the preceding month,
2414 in the corresponding month 6f last year, and 28-53 the average for the month of Ma,rch in each year sinte 1909.
The’rate ranged from 88°23 in Anuradhapura to 876 in Weligama.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 594 (322 males and 272 females) There were 509 deathé of
residents, equivalent to an annual rate® of 24°33 per 1,000, against 2953 in the preeeding month, 2118 in, the
corresponding month of last year, and 26°52, the average for the month of March in each year since 1909 The rate
ranged from 22° 37 in New Bazaar to 856 in Kollupitiya.

8. .The stillbirths registeréd numbered 97 (45 males and 52 females), as against 98 in the preoedmg month.

Infant Mortality.

- 7. The mortahty of infants under one year of age was equal to & rate of 261 per 1,000 births registered durmg -
the twelve months ended March 31, 1919, Reckoned on the births registered during: the month only the rate was"
240, against 250 in the preceding month, 190 in the correspondmg month of last year, and 225-the average for the -
correspondmg months since 1909,

8.. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal toa rate of 279 per 1,000 bn'ths regnsbered during
the twelve months ended March 31, 1919, Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate ‘was
264, against 250 in the preceding month, 194 in the correspondmg month -of last year, and 241 the average for the
eorresponding months since 1909. .. ‘

- Causes.of Death.

9. The hlghest mortality was attributed to Pneumonia, to which 14 per-eent. of the total deaths was due,
9 per cent, was due to Debzhty, 7. per cent. each to Malaria and Malarial Cachexia and Convulsions, 6 per cent. each
to Diarrhoea and Influenza, 5 per cent. to Phthisis, 4 per cent. each to Igsentwy, Anchylostomiasis, and Hnteritis, 3 per
cent. to Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 2 per cent. each to Enferic Fever and Bronchms, and 1 per cent. each to,
Prematurity, Tetanus, and Puerperal Septicemia. -

. 10. In Colombo too the highest mortality was from Preumonia, to which 16 per cent. of the total deaths was
due, 9 per cent. was due to Phthjsis, 7 per cent. each to Debility, O‘onvulmm, ‘and Influenza, 4 per cent. each to Enteritis
and Enteric Fever, 3 per oent. to Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 2 per cent, each to Dysentery, Diarrheea, Tetanus, &nd
Bronchitis, and 1 per cent. each to Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Cancer, Prematurity, and Anchylostomiasis.

11. Three deaths from Plague were registered in Colombo, against 1-in:the precedmg month and 11 m the
corresponding month of last year. -~

. 12, Infectious Diseases reported. ——The infectious disease most prevalent durmg the month was Phthaszs, of whlch
117 cases were reported (106 in Colombo, 7 in Galle), followed by Chickenpoxs 78 (54 in Colombo, 8 in Kandy, 5 in
Gampola), Enteric Fever 53 (42 in Colombo, 4 in Batticaloa), Continuéd Fever 25 (13 in Colombo, 5 in- Moratuwa, 5 in
Kandy), Measles 20 (13 in Matale), Mumps 6 (in Kandy), Whooping Cough 4 (2 in Colombo and 2 in Kandy), Smallpoa;
4 (in Colombo) Plague 3 (in Colombo), and szhthema 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology. -

" 13. Ramfall.-—Ratnapma recorded the highest rainfall (1277 mches), £ollowed by Kegalla (9°87 inches) and
ﬁaxlllapola, (9+33 inches). In the other towns the ramfall ra,nged from 7-92 inches in Kurunegala-to 0°73 of an inch in
ullaittivu.

616 1‘40 lTenbmerature.-—The mean temperature varied from 57-7° inNuwa.ra Ehya to 83-0° in Ratnapura, and was
in (olompo, =

: 15. For detailed statisties, see Tables I. and IIL. for all towns, and Tables III and IV, for the clty of Colombo, lﬂ”
the Appendix.

Registrar-General’'s Office, : . A w. L. KINDERSLEY,
~ Colombo, April 24, 1919. T Regmtmr-Gﬁn""""l

. ard' The city-rate is worked differontly from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &0 not assignable
owards. .
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Table IV. ——Oauses of Dea.ths reglstered -during the Month of March, 1919, in each Ward’ a.nd of each Race
in the City of Colombo..

~ Wards. . . Deaths among all Raoces.
. . s (@
- o B .
- I é g,: ’
g | &= . =)
Causes of Death. A d R-EEX -
S 1EE T EHE *
o s T - o - ] 3B
- $13), (25 8 4 5182 2]8[8]5818sl,!s
SHE IR R SRR I
. sle/8|lé&|la|a|2|89 |a/ M |E|la|a|d |8 |5 (5|3
All Causes ..594 1 — | 6/19 (53|89 (52179 {84 |48 |37 {271 3|24 /329 (123 | 84 | 12 | 19
I.—Intantile Mortality - a1 | — | 1| 7|17 |28 17|23 |22|13| 6| 7| 1| 6|80 |28 (20| 4| 2
A.—One Week and under. . -
1. Prematurity .. wof Bl— === |—| ¢|—=|—1—] Y} —~{—= ¢| 1| =] ==
2. Debility - — e 10— =] == 4]"2| 2] B3| — | —]|—1]~— 11 6] 1 2| — | -
3. Convulsions .. . el 9 —f—] 1| 2)—} 2] 2] 1 =i~ 1}—|=]| 8] 8|-1|—]|—
4.. Diarrhea ... et =l -] ~l=i—/--t— -1/t —1—|—|-|~-| |-
4a. Enteritis ) el = e || e | — = —] = — | w ] —— m | mm | — | — | — ] ——
8. Tetanus oo ) —m -] —= - |- — | - — =] — | =] = =] —
- 6. Bronchitis . o — ||~ -~ -] == == === — | = = | =
7. Pneumonia .. el —m =] === ] - = — — | — | —m = — | =
8. Ot.her Causes .. esf 6 =] —)| —| — | — | — 4 1 — 1f—f— 2 4| — | —| =] —
“B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year,

1. Prematurity .. ool 1] —l— =] — | === =] - 1| —f— | — | 1| == = =
2. Debility ° .e ee) 31| — | — 1 5 5 1 7.|] 8 4 | — | —)— | — 1|14 ] 10 5 2| —
3. Convulsions .. o[ 27} — | — ("4 5] 4} 6} —1] 3| 1 2 2] —|—116) 6| 5] — | —
4. . Diarrhea~ .. et ===l 1l 2l=]|1]—=|—=]=|=0—|=] 2| 1|—|<1] 1
4a. Enteritis. - .. eef T} —l—=j—7 1} 1} 2} —1{f 3| —f—|—{—1{| 1| 4! —1 1 1| —
8. Tetanus .e el I —] = =] = === — 1y —{—1|— 1| —] —] = -
6. Bronohitis . eef G~ —| 1| —|—| 1{— 1 — — | =} —|—] 2] —] 1| —=]—
. Pneumonia .. I8 — | — | —( 1 5] 3| 38 2 2 1 1 1 2 8 2 4 — 1
8. Other Causes .. ef 1O — | 1 f—4 2 T|— ]| Lj—1} 6]|— L2l — 11— 13| 4/ 1| 1|—

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and .
over) A .. -.458 | —1 5| 12186 |61 |85 (156 | 62 ) 85 | 31 | 20 2| 18 249 | 95 | 64 8 | 17
1. Plague - .o el 3| = |—]—| 3| —| =] =—|—|— |~ —=] — | — 111 1| — | —
2. Smallpox . of———_— = — === = ===t — = | = = = -
3. Chickenpox .. ° f—fp——-- ===~~~ —_] == == = =1 =
4. Measles .o of -] = =] =] = =
8. Influenza .. oo 38 | — 2 2 8 4 3 3 6 5 5| — [ — 2112 | 17 5 1 1
8. Pyrexia or Fever vl 4} —| -] - =[] 4| -] —=]—=]—]|=—! 4| =] — | —=| =
7. Enteric Fever.. qj21]—=|=]—|—| 3 3112 1! — 1 11— 2¢13 3 2| — 1
8. Malaria . of 6]—|—|—={—} 1| ¢ 1| —]| = =) —y—|[—] 2]c1] B3| — |
9. Malarial Cachexia - e 22—} = = - 1| —= | —l—f == — 1f—|—1 2| —|—|— | —

10. Cholers .. el —— -] =] === =] = =] =] — = | — ] = = = —
11. Diarrhoea .. o 8}—|—| 1l 1] 1|—|—=|~|—|—=]—|~}| 4| 8] 2| —|—
lia, Enteritis .. sl —|—|—=| =] 2| 1| 7! 3| 38| —|2|—=| 1| 9| 4| 3| 1|—
12. Dysentery .. et M — ] — 1 1 1 41— 31 1 1 3| —|—|—| 8| & 1 —|—
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius . ' )

Duodenalis .. ol 6} — | — —|—|—|—| B|=—|=—1—{—]—|~—] B 1| —]—}—

14. Cancer .e - o T —-| -] === =1 B8] 1|—!—! 1]—11 5 1| —|—|—
18. Ph i . el B3 | — | — 1 1 [ 8119 7 4 6 4|1 —'| 3§28 11 9| — 2
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases ..[ 1 | — | — 1| —— | — |~ | = =] — =] 1] = = =] —
17. Anmmia el 4] —)— | =] — 1|—| 2| —|—|—] 1f—|—1] 2 1| — | — 1
18. Diabetes Melhtus ol 22—~} ]— | — 11— == — 1 1| — | =] -
19, Convulsions .. ' el 9] —|—} 1|2 B8]} | —]|—|—|=—|——~|—]| 6] 83| —|—]|—
20. Tetanus . o= ==l 1|—| 1|8} 1] 1) =]—=0—i—135] 1] 1] 1| %
21. Bronchitis .. i 6] — | — 15— 2 1| —|— 2|l —|—f—|—1{ 3 1 1 1 —

- 22, Pneumonia .. .]80¢t—1{ 1{ 3| 6 3| 6(39] 9 8/ 3| 2] —| 8141 |16/14| 1| &
28. Other Diseases of the Resplra— N :

, tory System 10| —|—|—| 2|—]| 2| 6|]—{ 1|—]—8—|—| 5] 8] 2]—|—
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephntls 21| — | —|— | 1| 4] 2| 9} 1 1 2 1{—] 1|16 1| 38| —|~—
28. Puerperal Eclampsia 3|l — | —|=—|— | =] — l1f— (1| —| 1}|—]—] 1| 1| —|—| 1
'26. Puerperal Septicemia o A~} —] ] V] =] —} S| — ] === -] 2 2| - =] —
27. Miscarriage - -] === =] =] -] - -} - - - =] = | = =
28. Other undeﬁned Agcidents of )

Childbirth .. W b= =] =] 1= 2] 2] 1|~ —]—|—=]| 4] 1| —]| 2| —
29, Starvation .. I e el el e I N e B e B e e e el el el e e e
30.. Accidents or Negligence w|l B d—| ==~ 1|—}| 2| =|—}—| 2]—|—! B6|—| —]|—1—=
31. Homicide e el 1~ 1|~ —_f]= =] =] -]~} —}~| = L= = — ] —
32. Suicide . e 1) — | =t — ] | — | — | — ] — 1| —f— | — 1] —| — | — | —
.33. Execution .. ° e M= === == =)= —] 3| == = | =
34. A;lOther Causey souloff —| 1) 1| o|18] 6{30 (25| 6 10| 4 2/ 5/61|17[18| 2| 5

* Two deaths from Atelectams and 1 éach from Hsemorrhagé, Malformation, Jaundice, and Cystic Disease of the Kidney. .
+ Six deaths from Influenza, 5 from Want of Breast Milk, 2 each from Sn)hlhs Nephritis, and Thrush, and 1 each from -

I tinal Parasites and Riekets.
s IE&Here are included 21 deaths from Semhty, 17 from Intestinal Parasites, 9 from Paralysis, 7 from Marasmus, 5 from-

Rlokeb;, 4 from Debl.hty, and 3 ﬁ'om Syphilis.

- H. O. COTTLH, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.
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