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No. 7,039 —  FRIDAY, JULY 18, 1919.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE MONTH OF MAY, 1919.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T his report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-3® 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. Births. £
2. The number of births registered was 1,491 (761 malesand 730 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate oi 

27*03 per 1,000, against 27“31 in the preceding month, 24*85 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27*02 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 6*96 in Kalpitiya to 5604 in Kegalla.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 553 (297 males and 256 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate* of 22*78 per 1,000, against 21*97 in the preceding month, 19 *28 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 21 ■ 68 the average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 9*67 in St. Paul’s to 28* 15 
in Wellawatta., . , ' .Deaths.

4. The total'deaths registered during the month numbered 1,997 (1,086 males and 911 females). There were 
1,600 deaths of residents Uptowns, equivalent to an annual rate of 35*62 per 1,000, against 26*97 in the preceding month, 
20*86 in the correspondifig month of last year, and 26*39 the average for the month of May in each year since 1909- 
The rate ranged from 88 * 45 in Batticaloa to 12*36 in Panadure.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 716 (410 males and 306 females). There were 637 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 30*44 per 1,000, against 24*1'J> in the preceding month, 18*22 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 25*57 the average for the month of May in each year since 1909. The rate 
ranged from 25*42 in Kotahena to 7*97 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 62 (30 males and 32 females), against 76 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 237 per 1,000 births registered during 

the twelve months ended May 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
235, against 230 in the preceding month, 221 in the corresponding month of last year, and -258 the average |gr the 
corresponding months since 1909.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 255 -per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended May 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
237, against 248 in the preceding month, 243 in the corresponding month of last year, and 299 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1909. Causes of Death.

9. The highest mortality was attributed to Pneumonia, to whioh 21 per cent., of the total deaths was due, 
8 per cent, was due to Influenza, 7 per cent, each to Debility and Convulsions, 6 per cent, to Phthisis, 5 per oent. to 
Anehylostomiasis, 4 per cent, each to Diarrhoea, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Dysentery, 3 per cent, each to 
Enteritis and Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 2 per oent. to Enteric Fever, and 1 per oent. each to Puerperal Septicaemia 
and Prematurity.

10. In the city of Colombo too the highest mortality wasattributed to Pneumonia, to which 22 per cent, of the total 
deaths was due, 10 per cent, was due to Influenza, 9 per oent. to Phthisis, 6 per cent, to Debility, 5 per cent, to 
Convulsions, 3 per cent, each to Anehylostomiasis and Enteritis, 2 per cent, each to Brights Disease and Nephritis and 
Enteric Fever, and 1 per cent, each to Diarrhoea, Prematurity, Dysentery, and Puerperal Septicaemia.

11. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which 
137 cases were reported (118 in Colombo, 8 in Galle), followed by Ghiekenpox 68 (34 in Colombo, 13 in Kandy, 6 in 
Panadure, 6 in Nuwara Eliya), Enteric Fever 46 (34 in Colombo), Measles 19 (13 in Colombo), Dysentery 18 (11 in 
Puttalam and 7 in Moratuwa), Mumps 17 (8 in Colombo, 7 in Kandy), Continued Fever 14 (11 in Colombo), Smallpox 6 
(in Colombo), Acute Diarrhoea 2 (in Batticaloa), Whooping Cough 1 (in Colombo), and Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
12. Rainfall.—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (26*40 inches), followed by Hattoh (23*55 inches). 

In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 20*01 inches in Colombo to 1*03 inches in Hambantota.
13. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 62 * 3° in Nuwara Eliya to 87 * 0? in Trincomalee. Mid was

82 *2° in Colombo. . »
14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III . Mid IV. for the city of Colombo,:

the Appendix.
Registrar-General’s Office, 

Colombo, June 24, 1919.

* The city-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and 
towards. .

W. L. K in d e r s l e y ,
Registrar-General.

takes into account hospital events, See.,. not
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Table IV .—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month ol May, 1919, in each Ward and of eaoh Race
in the City of Colombo.

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

Causes of Death.
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All Causes
(

••716 7 5 20 44 104 49 260 125 37 36 29. 3 25 416 130 100 15 27

1.—Infantile Mortality .. 131 — 1 6 10 26 16 22 26 7 9 8 — 2 77 21 25 4 %

1.
A .—One Week and tinder. 

Prematurity .. 8 1 1 _ 4 . 2 6 ' 2
2. Debility . • • 12 .-- — 1 — 3 2 2 4 — — — *— 2 7 1 2 — —
3. Convulsions .. • 10 — — 1 3 3 1 — i — — 1 — — 1 5 2 1 1 •
4 Diarrhoea • — — — — — — -7 — — --■ — — — — '-- — —
4a. Enteritis •' -- — -- . — ' --- — — — — — -- — — — — — — _
0. Tetanus •
6. Bronohitis •' -- — — --- • — —r — — — ---• — — — — — _
7. Pneumonia

48. Other Causes .. 6* — — 1 -1 — — 4 1 1 —
B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. 
1. Prematurity .. 1
2. Debility . 20 — — — 1 6 2 3 6 1 1 — _ — 14 3 3 _ —
3. Convulsions .. . 27 — 1 1 2 5 6 — 7 1 2 2 _ _ 15 4 7 1 _
4. Diarrhoea . .5 — — --- — 2 — — — — „--- 3 _ _ . 4 _ _ 1
4a. Enteritis • 5 — 1 '--- — 1 2 1 — — — _ 3 2
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis _
7. Pneumonia .. • 19 — — 1 1 3 3 4 , 5 — 1 1 _ _ 11 3 5 _ _
8. Other Causes .. 18f . --- — 1 .2 3 1 2 2 3 4 — — — 11 3 3 1 —

II.- General Mortality (1 Year 
over) ••

and
585 7 4 ’ 14 34 78 33 238- 99 30 27 21 3 23 339 109 75 11 25'

1.
2. Smallpox 1
3. Chiokenpox .. •
4. Measles , . 1 — — -- ' 1 — — — — — — — _ __ 1 _ _ _
6. Influenza • 70 — 2 7 12 16 6 5 7 7 1 7 _ 2 36 23 9 .
6. Pyrexia or Fever . . 4 — — — 1 — — — 1 1 1 ' --- 1 __ 2 1 .
7. Enteric Fever.. . 11 — — 6— — 4 1 4 — 2 — '--- _ 7 1 1 2:
8.
9. Malarial Caohexia • . 1 1

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea . . 5 1 — — 2 1 — — — — r — ,_ 1 4 — ___
11a. Enteritis 16 — — — — 2 1 11 1 — 1 _ _ 1 8 3 3 ___ 1
12. Dysentery . 8 — — — 1 -- , .--- 4 — — 3 — _ __ ’ 7 1 _ __
13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochmius 

Duodenalia .. 23 _ 1 21 1 1 17 4 1
14. Cancer . , 5 2 1 — 1 l 1 1 3 _ .
IS. Phthisis . • 62 2 — i 2 8 6 33 3 2 4 l __ 2 34 15 6 3 2:10. Other Tuberculous Diseases 2 _ __ __ , __ _ 1 _ 1 _ __ — _ 1 1
17. Anaemia

‘18. Diabetes Mellitus , , 4 — 1 — '__ _ —- • _ 3 __ »_ _ . 4 _
19. Convulsions .. , , 2 _ /__ __ 1 __ __ — 1 __ _ • ___ . - 1 1 _
20. Tetanus 3
21. Bronohitis , , 4 _; __ __ 1 _ , _ 1 — i 1 _ 1 __ 2 1
22. Pneumonia . 139 — _ _ 3 14 2 73 37 6 1 3 __ 5 86 27 10 2 923. Other Diseases of the Respira­

tory System 10 i 2 5 1 i 5 2 124. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 17 _ __ — 5 2 6 2 __ 1 1 — 1 13 __ 2 _ 1
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . 1 — _ __ — — _ 1 __ __ _ _ _ __ 1 _ _
26. Puerperal Septicaemia • 7 — _ __ __ 2 1 2 1 1 __ _ . __, 3 1 3 __
27. Misoarriage ..
28. Other undefined Acoidents 

Childbirth ..
of

4 2 1 1 3 _ 1
29. Starvation
30. Acoidents or Negligence , , 11 2 - i . . - , 7 2 __ - _, _ 7 2 1 _ 1!31. Homioide .. . . 4 1
32. Suioide 1
33. Execution _ . 3
34. All Other Causes 161} 1 5 10 22 12 53 33 8 13 4 l 8 87 23 33 5 4

i___
1 j 6a!fe3 *rom and 1 each from Haemorrhage, Umblical Hernia, Enlarged Thymus, and Thrush.

„  * • *SIV° \v + 3 Thrush, 2 from Syphilis, 2 from Worms, and 1 each from Rickets, Dropsy, Nephritis*Enteric Fever, Want of Breast Milk, and Gastritis. v
* mT& are inoluded 39 deaths fr°m °*d Age, 15 from Worms, 14 from Debility, and 11 each from Riokets and Marasmus.

H . O. COTTLE, aOVESMUENT PBINTEB, COLOMBO, QBTLON,




