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REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
. T h is  report deals -with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2 . The number of births registered was 1,176 (623 males and 553 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate of 
22*03 per 1,000, against 27*03 in the preceding month, 24*57 in the corresponding month of last year, and 25*50 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 5* 29 in Ambalangoda to 60*35 in Batticaloa.

3. In the oity of Gfolombo the births registered'numbered 438 (233 males and 205 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate* of 18*65 per 1,000, against 22*78 in the preceding month, 18*34 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 20*96 the average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 6*41 inKollupitiya to 24*36 
in Wellawatta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,940 (1,067 males and 873 females). There were 

1,566 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 31 * 98 per 1,000, against 31 * 62 in the preceding month, 
22*56 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27*02 the average for the month of June in each year since 1909- 
The rate ranged from 99 * 90 in Batticaloa to 12 * 84 in Nuwara Eliya.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 706 (398 males and 308 females). There were 633 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 31*26 per 1,000, against 30*44 in the preceding month, 20*56 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 27*43 the average for the month of June in each year since 1909. The rate 
ranged from 32*47 in Wellawatta to 11*90 in Kollupitiya.

6 . The stillbirths registered numbered 48 (22 males and 26 females), against 62 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one-year of age was equal to a rate of 223 per 1,000 births registered during

the twelve months ended June 30, 1919. Beckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
270, against 235 in the preceding month, 232 in the corresponding month of last year, and 257 the average for the* 
corresponding months since 1909. I,

8. In the city of .Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 241 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended June 30, 1919. Beckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
274, against 237 in the preceding month, 271 in the corresponding month of last year, and 302 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1909.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was attributed to P n eu m o n ia , to which 22 per cent, of the total deaths was due,

10 per cent, was due t o  In flu e n z a , 7 per cent, to D e b ility , 6 per cent, to C o n v u ls io n s , 5 per cent, each to D ia rrh oea  and 
P h th is is , 4 per cent, each to E n te r itis  and A n ch y lo s to m ia s is , 3 per cent, each to D y s e n te r y  and M a la r ia  a n d  M a la r ia l . 
C a ch ex ia , 2 per cent, to B rig h t’ s  D isea se  a n d -N e p h r itis , and 1 per cent, each to E n te r ic  F e v e r , B r o n c h itis , P u e r p e r a l  
S ep tic tem ia , and P r em a tu r ity . .

10. In the city of Colombo too the highest mortality wasattributed to P n eu m o n ia , to which 21 der .cent. of the total
deaths was due, 15 per cent, was due to In flu en z a , 7 per cent, each to D e b ility  and P h th is is , o per cent, each to 
C on v u lsion s and E n te r itis , 3 per cent, to D y s e n te r y , 2  per cent, each to D ia rrh oea  and E n teric  F e v e r , and 1 per .cent, each 
to B r o n c h itis  and P r em a tu r ity . ’

11. I n fe c tio u s  D isea ses  rep orted .-—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was P h th is is ,  of which 
113 eases weTe. reported (103 in Colombo), followed by E n te r ic  F e v e r  52 (41 in Colombo); C h ick en p o x  35.(22 in Colombo,
5 in Gampola), C on tin u ed  F e v e r  14 (7 in Colombo, 6 in Kandy), M u m p s  12 (8  in Colombo), M e a d e s  9 (8 in Colombo), : 
D ip h th er ia  5  (in Colombo), A cu te  D ia rrh oea  4 (3 in Batticaloa), D y s e n te r y  1  (in Moratuwa), and W h o o p in g  C ou gh  1 (in > 
Batticaloa). "■

Meteorology.
12. B a in fa U .—Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (29*76 inches), followed by Hatton (26*55 inches).

In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 11*12 inches in Gampola to 0*35 of an inch in Lunugala. Colombo recorded 
3*59 inches. ’ ..

13. T em p era tu re .— The mean temperature varied from 60*6° in Nuwara-Eliya to 85*6° in Batticaloa. and was 
81 • 9° in Colombo.

14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and H . for all towns, and Tables III. and TV. for the city of Colombo, in 
the Appendix. ** * . ’ 

Registrar-General’s Office, W. L. Kindeesley,
Colombo, July 23, 1919. Begistrar-General.

. * The oity-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, & c., not assignable 
to words. ,
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Table IV .—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of June, 1919, in each Ward and of each Race
in the City of Colombo.

I «  )

Wards. Deaths among all Raoes.

Causes of Death.

\ Ci
ty

 o
f C

ol
om

bo
,.

Fo
rt

 an
d 

Ga
lle

 F
ac

e.

Pe
tta

h.

Sa
n 

Se
ba

st
ia

n.

St
. P

au
l’s

.

1

£ Ne
w

 B
az

aa
r.

M
ar

ad
an

a 
H

os
pi

ta
ls.

M
ar

ad
an

a 
(e

xo
lu

siv
e 

of
 H

os
pi

ta
ls)

.
Sl

av
e 

Is
la

nd
.

Eo
llu

pi
tiy

a.

W
el

la
w

at
ta

.

Eu
ro

pe
an

s.

Bu
rg

he
rs

. ©
§

. JS
.aM Ta

m
ils

.

M
oo

rs
.

M
al

ay
s.

Ot
he

rs
.

All Causes 706 1 2 23 52 103 54 216 107 56 44 48 8 34 358 143 110 28 25

I.—Infantile Mortality
A .— One W eek  and  under.

120 — — 7 9 24 11 14 21 12 7 15 — 3 60 22 22 9 • 4

1. Prematurity . .  •. 6 — — 1 — — — 2 — 2 1 — — — 2 3 — __ 1
2. Debility 10 '■-- — — 1 1 2 1 3 1 — 1 ‘ --- — 4 4 — 1 1
3. Convulsions .. .. 9 — — 2 2 3 — 1 — — — 1 — --- 2 1 6 __ —
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis ..
5. Tetanus ..
6. Bronchitis —
7. Pneumonia . .  ,
8. Other Causes ..
B.— O ver 1 W eek  an d  under 1 Y ear.
1. Prematurity ..
2. Debility 25 — — — — 7 3 2 8 3 — 2 __ — 13 2 6 4 _
3. Convulsions . .  .. 16 — — 1 1 3 3 — 4 --/ 1 3 1 . 7 2 5 1
4. Diarrhoea 2 _ __ __ _  ' _ __ 1 __ __ 1 _ __ 2 -■ -
4a. Enteritis .. 4 _ 1 2 _ __ __ __ 1 i-.. — 1 3 - - ____ .
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis ..  .. 3 _ __ _ — __. _ 2 __ 1 — __ 1 _ _ 1 1
7. Pneumonia .. 20 — — 1 _ 6 1 2 2 4 2 2 _ 1 13 3 1 2 _
8. Other Causes ..

II.—General Mortality (1 Tear and
2 It 2 4 2 2 3 3 3 2 1 11 4 4 1

over) .. 586 1 2 16 43 79 43 202 86 44 37 33 8 31 298 121 88 19 21

1. Plague
2. Smallpox

4. Measles
5. Influenza .. 96 — 1 7 17 21 10 4 12 4 12 8 — 5 52 14 19 1 5
6. Pyrexia or Fever 2 — — — — — — 1 1 -- . — — — — 1 — 1 _
7. Enteric Fever.. 13 — — — _ — 11 1 — 1 — 1 2 ,7 1 1 1,-
8. Malaria .. 5 — __ 1 1 3 — — — — _ — 2 2 1 _
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera — _ _ _ — -- . — — — — — — — — _ __ __ _
11. Diarrhoea 11 __ __' __ 1 5 2 1 — — 1 1 _ 1 3 5 2 - __
11a. Enteritis 30 __ __ __ _ 3 2 21 1 1 2 — ' 1 16 8 4' __ 1
12. Dysentery
13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochmius

18 — — 1 — 2 1 2 4 3 4 1 1 ■ 2 . 8 4 3 — —
Duodenalis ..  .. 6 — — — 1 — — 5 — — — — — — 4 1 1 _ —

14. Canoer 4 . __ — — — 3 — — 1 — 1 — 2 1 — — - —
13. Phthisis 46 — 1 1 3 8 4 18 3 5 1 2 — 1 28 9 4 1 3
16, Other Tuberculous Diseases .. 2 — — — — 1 — 1 — — ---. — — — 2 — — — —
17. Ansemia . . 3 — — 1 — 1 --- — — 1 — — — 1 — 2 — —
18. Diabetes Mellitus 5 — — — — 1 2 — 2 — — — — 1 3 — — 1 —
19. Convulsions . .  . ... 12 — — 1 2 2 3 — 1 1 1 1 .--- 1 8 2 1 — —
20. Tetanus 1 __ — — — — — — — — 1 — — — 1 — — — —
21. Bronchitis 8 _ — — ■_ ' 3 — __ 2 1 1 1 -- - 1 3 2 1 1 —
22. Pneumonia ..
23. Other Diseases of the Respira-

127 — — 3 5 14 5 68 19 9 1 3 1 6 54 36 16 6 8

tory System 9 — _ — 1 — — 6 — 1 1 — 1 — 5 2 — — 1
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 5 — — — 1 — 1 3 — — — — — — 4 1 — — —
25. Puerperal Eclampsia
26. Puerperal Septiotemia 2 — —- — — 1 —- — — — 1 — — — — 1 1 — —
27. Misoarriage . .
28. Other undefined Aooidents oi - *V

Childbirth ...
29. Starvation . .
30. Aooidents or Negligence 11 — — — __ 2 7 • — — — 2 — 1 5 5 — — —
31. Homioide . . 4 — — _ _ __ 1 3 — — — — --- ’ — 2 — 1 — 1
32. Suioide 2 — ,__ — 1 1 — — — — 1 1 —• — —
33. Exeoution . . — ___ — — _ __v — _* — — — — — — — —
34. All Other Causes 1623 1 — 2 11 16 9

44
40 17 8 14 3 9 850 25 31 8 1

* Two deaths from Malformation and 1 from Cancer. '
t  Ten deaths from Influenza, 3 from Syphilis; 2 from Riokets, and I each from Gonococcus Infection, Starvation, Meningitis, 

TJloer, other General Diseases, and Catarrh.'
i t  Here are included 55 deathsfrom Old Age, 9 from Intestinal Parasites, 12 from Paralysis, II from Marasmus, 5 from Riokets, 

16 from Debility, and 1 from Syphilis.

H . O. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.


