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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE MONTH OF JULY, 1919.
REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

Tars report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under seotions 31-36# 
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. Births.

2. The number of births registered was 977 (502 males and 475 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate of 
17-71 per 1,000, against 22‘ 03 in the preceding month, 25-19 in the corresponding month of last year, and 25-07 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 6'54 in Kalmunai to 43-80 in Batticaloa.

• 3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 329 (168 males and 161 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate* of 13-55 per 1,000, against 18-65 in the preceding month, 17-03 in the corresponding month of last 
-year, and 20-19 the average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 6*50 in Kollupitiya to 15*89 
in Kotahena.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,062 (1,133 males and 929 females)’. There were 

1,673 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 33 -06 per 1,000, against 31 • 98 in the preceding month,
■ 24-60 in the corresponding month of- last year, and 29-28 the average for the month of July in each year since 1909 '  
The rate ranged from 738-05 in Hambantota to 15-79 in Matara, the abnormal high rate in Hambantota being due to 
the Cholera epidemic (vide paragraph 11).

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 592 (321 males and 271 females). There were 524 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 25"04-per 1,000, against 31-26 in the preceding month, 24-69 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 29" 18 the average for the month of July in eaoh year since 1909. The rate 
ranged from 30* 12 in Wellawatta to 6-79 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 57 (31 males and 26 females), against 48 in the preceding month.
Infant Mortality.

7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 240 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended July 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
353, against 270 in the preceding month, 256 in the corresponding month of last year, and 269 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1909.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 267 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended July 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the .month only the rate was 
413, against 274 in the preceding month, 358 in the corresponding month of lasf year, and 334 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1909.. Causes of Death.

-9. The highest mortality was attributed to Pneumonia, to which 16 per cent, of the total deaths was. due,
9 per cent., was due to Cholera, 8 per cent, to Debility, 6 per centi to Influenza, 5'per oent. each to Convulsions, Diarrhoea, t 
Anchylostomiasis, Enteritis, and Phthisis, 4 per cent, to Dysentery, 3 per cent, each to Malaria and Malarial Cachexia. . 
and Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 2 per cent, to Enteric Fever, and 1 per cent, to Bronchitis.

10. In the city of Colombo too the highest mortality wasattributed to Pneumonia, to which 14 per oent. of the total 
deaths was due, 10 per cent, was due to Phthisis, 8 per cent, to Debility, 7 per cent, to Enteritis, 6 per cent, to Influenza,
5 per cent, to Convulsions, 4 per cent, each to Enteric Fever and Dysentery, 3 per cent, each to Diarrhoea and Bright’s 
Disease and Nephritis, 2 per cent, to Anchylostomiasis, and 1 per cent, to Bronchitis. One death from Smallpox and 1

, from Measles were registered in Colombo.
11. Cholera— 105 deaths were registered as due to Cholera, 171 of which occurred at Hambantota, 21 at 

Tangalla, 2 at Nwwara Eliya, and 1 at Matara. The first case was of a resident of Hambantota town on July 6, 1919. 
The origin of the epidemic has not yet been traced, but is believed to be due to infection from some Indian pilgrims.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Cholera, of which 
321 cases were reported (295 in Hambantota, 21 in Tangalla, 2 in Nuwara Eliya, and 1 each in Galle Matara. and ' 
Weligama), followed by Phthisis 112 (97 in Colombo, 5 in Galle), Enteric Fever 60 (45 in Colombo), Chiclcenpox 47 (35 in 
Colombo, 4 in Nuwara Eliya), Measles 28 (25 in Colombo), Continued Fever 23 (11 in Moratuwa 8 in Colombo, 4 in 
.Kandy), Mumps 23 (12 in Kandy and 11 in Colombo), Dysentery 8 (4 in Moratuwa, 3 in Kurunegala), Acute Diarrhoea 2

' (1 in Colombo, 1 in Negombo), and Smallpox 2 (in Colombo). .
Meteorology.

13. Rainfall.—Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (32*92 inches), followed bv H a t to n  /2 « -64 inches) 
In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 18 • 85 inches in Ratnapura to 0 • 10 of an inch in K alp it^a! Colornbo recorded 
4-26 inches.

14. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 60 • 5° in Nuwara Eliva to ar.oo 
81-0° in Colombo. «ya  io  so 2 in Trincomalee, and was

15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables II I  
the Appendix..

Regigtrar-General’s Office,
Colombo, August 28, 1919. ,

nd TV frti* fto  .itu  nf Colombo, ln-

W. L. Kestdekslev,
Registrar-General.

’ * The city-rate is worked differently from 
to  waraS. the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &e„ not assignable,
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of July,' 1919, in each Ward and of each Race

'  in the City of Colombo.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.— Infantile Mortality
A .— One W eek and under. .

1. Prematurity ..
2. Debility ..
3. Convulsions ..
4. Diarrhoea ..
4a. Enteritis
5. „  Tetanus
6. Bronohitis ..
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes ..
B .— Over 1 W eek  and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity ..
2. Debility ..
3. Convulsions ..
4. Diarrhoea . . .
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronohitis
7. Pneumonia ...
8. Other Causes ..

136

II.—General Mortality (1 Tear and over)

592

28
21
5

10
1
1

20
28f

456
1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chiokenpox ..
4. Measles
5. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. . Enteric Fever..
8. Malaria,
0. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera .; . .
11. Diarrhoea 
11a. Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochmius

Duodenalis ..
14. Cancer . ..
16. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Ansemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. . Convulsions ..
20. Tetanus ..
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia ..
23. Other Diseases of the Respira

tory System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eolampsia 

. 26. Puerperal Septicemia
27. Misoarriage ..
28. Other undefined Aooidents of

Childbirth ..
29. Starvation ' ..
30. Accidents or Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

4
14

140t

* From Atelectasis.

Wards. Deaths among all Raoes.
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82 44 158 114 46 33 46 6 22 310 I l l 103 18 22

— 1 8 11 29 11 14 32 10 7 13 2 5 67 26 27 6 3
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and othor1G(w^d\lis^o^and^'eac^f™m^nfa'riV?(i'tfĈV̂1'0?1- ?yP“ Hs and Want 0f Breast Milk, 2 each from Colitis, Nephritis. + tt—  _—:—i.-j—j An. j— - —  Jntantioido, Gastritis, Bmpyaemia, Bright’s Disease, and Dysentery. -
5 from !

t Here are included 49 deaths fromOld A™ lor.  ’ ~astntis, Empysemia, Bright’s Disease, and Dysentery. -
Syphilis, and 4 from Paralysis. g6’ 19 trom Iatestmal Parasites, 10 from Rickets, 9 from Marasmus, 7 from Debihty,

H. R. COTTLE, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.




