
SUPPLEMENT
TO THE

No. 7,101 —  FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 1920.

VITAL STATISTICS OF CEYLON.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS
FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER OF 1919.

, I.—Population.
T h e  estimated population of the Island on the last day of the quarter was 4,757,596. There was an increase of 

13,924 persons during the quarter, as the result of an excess of 6,654 births over deaths and of 7,270 arrivals over departures 
of Indian coolies. - . r

2. Indian Coolies.—The total number of Indian coolies who arrived in the Island during the quarter was 12 031 
and the number which left was 4,761, as against averages of 18,008, 10,529, respectively, for the fourth quarters ofthe’past 
decade. ‘

II.— Marriages.
3. 4,932 marriages (3,851 General and 1,081 Kandyan) were registered during the quarter, as against 5,401 in the

previous quarter, 4,724 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, and 6,133 the average for the fourth quarters 
of the years 1909—1918. Table I. in the Appendix gives the distribution of the marriages registered duiing the quarter by 
Provinces and Districts.

III. —Births.
4. The number of births registered during the quarter was 38,716 (19,853 males and 18,863 females), that is, 7,551 

more than in the previous quarter. The birth-rate per 1,000 of the estimated population was 32-4, as against 26'2 in the 
preceding quarter, 38-1 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, and 37'9 the average rate for the fourth 
quarters of the past ten years. The highest birth-rate (52-3), as in the three previous quarters of the year, 
was recorded in Ratnapura District. The next highest rate (47 • 1) was in Badulla. Puttalam recorded the lowest 
rate, viz , 18 • 5. On the estates the number of births registered was 6,510, and was equivalent-to a' rate of 50 • 9 per 1,000 
of the population, as against 37'3 in the previous quarter, 51-5 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, and 
38 • 7 the average for the fourth quarters of the past ten years. ■ The rate ranged from 93 • 9 on the.estates of Galle District 
to 25 * 9 on those of Kurunegala. In the principal towns 4,276 biiths were registered, corresponding to a fate of 26 • 1 per
1,000, as against 19-8 in the previous quarter and 28 -5 the average for the fourth quarters of the decade 1909-1918. The 
town of Kalmunai recorded the highest rate, viz., 56 • 0, and Vavuniya the lowest, 7*3. In the city of Colombo 1,487 births 
were registered, corresponding to a rate of 20'6per 1,000, as against 16 • 5 in the previous quarter and 23 • 8 the average for 
the fourth quarters of the decade 1909-1918. (For detailed statistics see Tables I.-V. in the Appendix.) There were 
registered 286 births of twins and 6 of triplets, as against 284 and 3, respectively, in the previous quarter.

IV. —Deaths.
5. The deaths of 32,062 persons (16,601 males and 15,461 females) were registered during the quarter, that is, 

5,450 less than in the previous quarter. The births outnumbered the deaths in twelve districts of the Island. In the 
other districts, viz., Matara, Hambantota, Mannar, Mullaittivu, Kurunegala, Puttalam, and Anuradhapura, the reverse 
was the case. The death-rate per 1,000 of the estimated population was 26-8 lower than in any of tl e three previous 
quarters of the year, and less than 1 alf the rate of the fourth quarter of 1918. It was also 4 -0 per 1,000 less -than the 
average rate for the fourth quarters of the past ten years. The most unhealthy district during the quarter was Badulla, 
whose rate was 46 • 6. Mannar came next with a rate of 38'1. In the other districts the rate ranged from 37 • 8 in 
Mullaittivu to 19 ■ 7 in Negombo. The deaths registered on the estates numbered 5,570, corresponding to a rate of 43'5, 
as against 55 • 7 in the previous quarter and 45 • 1 the average. The highest rate was 56 • 8 on the estates of Badulla, and the 
lowest 23 • 1 on those of Colombo. In the principal towns 5,691 deaths were registered. There were 4,330 deaths o



\

residents, equivalent to a standardized rate of 28 • 8, as against 27 • 7 in the previous quarter and 31'5 the average. The 
highest rate was 52 • 7in Chilaw, and the lowest 8 • 4 in Nuwara Eliya. In the city of Colombo 2,120 deaths were registered, 
1,818 of these being of residents. The death-rate was 29'3, as against 24• 7 in the previous quarter and 30'2 the average. 
The number of stillbirths registered in the 33 principal towns was 264 (153 males, 110 females, and 1 whose sex was 
not distinguishable), as against 210 in the previous quarter. (For detailed statistics see Tables I.-V. in the Appendix.)

( 2 )

V.— Infant Mortality.

6. The deaths of children below the age of one year to every 1,000 births registered during the year ended the last 
day of the quarter was equal to a rate of 187for all races, as against 165 in the previous quarter and 240 in the corresponding 
quarter of the previous year. The highest rate of infant mortality among the Sinhalese was 400, among the Tamils 435, 
and among the Moors 341 in Puttalam. The lowest infant mortality rate for Sinhalese was 117 in Kalutara, for the Tamils 
188 in Jaffna, and for the Moors 190 in Batticaloa. On the estates the infant mortality rate was 287, and ranged from 
340 in Kandy to 159 in Colombo. In the principal towns there were 268 deaths of children under one year to every 1,000 
births, the town of Vavuniya recording the highest rate, viz., 794, and Panadure the lowest, viz., 116. The rate for the 
city of Colombo was 284. ■

VI.— Causes of Death.

7. Of the 32,062 deaths registered in the Island during the quarter. 3,736 or 12 per cent, were due to Pyrexia 
The number of deaths attributed to Influenza and Pneumonia was 1,095 and 1,797, respectively, showing in each case a 
considerable decrease since the outbreak of the Influenza Epidemic. The following statement-shows the deaths registered 
from Influenza and Pneumonia during the quarter as compared with the two preceding quarters of the year :—

Deaths from Influenza. Deaths from Pneumonia.
District.. Fourth Quarter, Third Quarter, Second Fourth Quarter, Third Quarter, ’ Second

1919. 1919. Quarter, 1919. 1919. 1919.- Quarter, 1919.
Colombo 221 394 965 332 260 461
Negombo 68 100 - 175 27 17 18
Kalutara .,. 30 150 480 33 - 121 112
Kandy ..  . 166 325 224 295 591 - • 506
Matale . . '  23 85 30 51 191 101
Nuwara Eliya 41 347 126 ! 155 899 236
Galle 115 405 414 13 23 41
Matara 31 223 127 11 24 11
Hambantota 14 69 128 19 . 14 25
Jaffna 77 82 87 169 183 ' . . 202
Mannar r 1 2 21 20 ; 26
Mullaittivu — I 2 . . ' 36 49 58
Batticaloa 58 668 914 120 119 201
Trincomalee — — 8 45 36 19
Kurunegala 34 .8 6 786 61 95 148
Puttalam — — 99 . 46 . 24 63
Chilaw 1 6 . 90 29 . . 18 34.
Anuradhapura 12 ..  51. 331 .. 18 14 v, .. 38
Badulla .164. 690 222 194 • 481 268
Ratnapura .21 143 216 35 114 104
Kegalla 18 71 72 87 126 30
CEYLON ..  1,095 ..  3,897 5,498 . 1,797 3,419 2,702

Among the other causes of deaths registered during the quarter, Diarrhoea and Infantile Convulsions accounted for 
10 per cent, each of the deaths, Debility 7 percent., Diseases of Skin and Cellular Tissue 6 per cent., Pickets 5 per cent., 
Senibty and Ansemia 4 per cent, each, Dysentery and Intestinal Parasites 3 per cent, each, Phthisis, Anchylostomiasis, 
Dropsy, and Diseases or Accidents of Pregnancy or Childbirth 2 per cent, each, and Premature Birth and Enteritis 1 per 
cent. each. 84 deaths from Cholera (63 in Badulla, 19 in Hambantota, and 1 each in Kandy and Nuwara Eliya) were 
registered during the quarter, as against 327 in the previous one. 67 deaths from Plague (66 in Colombo and l.in Mannar) 
were registered, as against 7 in the previous quarter.

8. Affections produced by external causes :—

(d) Suicide.—;71 deaths were attributed to suicide, as against 45 in the previous quarter and 63 in the corresponding 
quarter of the previous year.

(5) Homicide.-—Forty-five deaths were due to homicide, as against 58 in the previous quarter and 57 in the 
corresponding quarter of the previous year.

.(c) Executions.-—There were 7 judicial executions during the quarter, as against 16 in the previous quarter and 12 
in the corresponding quarter of the previous year.



(d) Accidents.— Of the 583 deaths attributed to accidents and other affections produced by external causes, 143 
were due to drowning, of Which 46 were in wells and 7 in pits, 106 to fall from trees, 48 to burns (11 of these having been 
due to the upsetting of bottle lamps), 78 deaths were caused by snake-bite, and 28 by injuries by animals. 29 deaths were 
due to fall of heavy substances. 11 were caused by having been run over by carts, 8 by railway trains, and 5 by motor 
vehicles. 3 deaths resulted from landslides.

9. Causes of Death on Estates.—The largest number of deaths on estates during the quarter was from Debility
(of children under three months), which accounted for 16 per cent, of the total deaths. Pneumonia accounted for 13 per cent.. 
Dysentery 10 per cent., Anchylostomiasis 9 per cent., Infantile Convulsions 7 per cent., Debility (over three months) 
6 per cent., Senility 4 per cent., Influenza and Premature Birth 3 per cent, each, Enteritis, Diseases or Accidents of 
Pregnancy or of Childbirth, and Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 2 per cent, each, and Bronchitis and Phthisis 1 per cent, 
each. (See Table VII. for detailed statistics.) 1

10. Causes of Death in the Towns.—Eleven per cent, of the deaths registered in theprincipal towns was due to 
Pneumonia, 7 per cent, each to Convulsions and Diarrhoea, 6 percent, each to Phthisis, Debility, and Anchylostomiasis,
5 per cent, to Dysentery, 4 per cent, to Enteritis, 3 per cent, each to Malaria and Malarial Cachexia,’Enteric Eever, Bright’s' 
Disease, and Nephritis, and 2 per cent, each to Influenza, Bronchitis, and Premature Birth. (See Table VIII. for detailed 
statistics.) ' • *

Registrar-General’s Office,  ̂ N. W. Mobgabpah
Colombo, March 5, 1920. Acting Registrar-General.
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Table I.— Area, Estimated Population, and the Number o f Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered
in the Fourth Quarter o f 1919.

IB4) _ 05 1 Marriages. Births. _ Deaths.S3a©
'ri °0>
© a ^

;

Provi ace and Distriot, 1
CO • wS —J

. S 3  * §
$
iM.

mfl
a©
<

m 3 £  a  g<o
Owo r

■£
1o 1 I3

i•as© t ■aa

s■as©

Ceylon .. 25,481 4,743,671 4,93: 3,851 1,081 38,71( 19,851 18,862 32,069 16,601 15,461

Western 1,432 1,209,741 1,59, 1,595 9,79' 5,07' 4,717 7,56! 4.07C 3,493
Central 2,279 716,358 39' 156 239 7,91' 4,069 3,84£ 6,46't 3,228 3,236
Southern 2,1464 694,24£ 78S 77' £ 5,548 2,75' 2,791 5,209 2,60£ 2,603
Northern 3,519 382,076 57 i 57St _ 3,241 1,65( 1,591 2,359 1,21( 1,149
Eastern 3,8481 193,738 88 73 1£ 1,89£ 989 906 1,36 72( 635
North-Western 3,016 440,578 745 449 296 2,449 1,27( 1,173 2,82( l',55£ 1,261
North-Central 4,068 84,591 123 24 99 439 228 211 67C 359 311
Uva .. 3,2711 219,749 141 52 89 2,608 1,308 1,300 2,583 1,322 1,261
Sabaragamuwa 1,901 434,972 492 154 338 4,828 2,499 2,329 3,034 1,522 1,512

Western. 
Colombo • • 560f 705,355 913 913 5,326 2,761 2,565 4,626 2,495 2,131
Negombo ..  
Kalutara ..

2471 191,536 236 236 ---- 1,353 705 648 951 545 406
623| 312,852 446 446 3,115 1,611 1,504 1,986 1,030 956

Central. 
Kandy . . . 911 439,979 242 89 153 4,815 2,472 2,343 4,126 2,067 2.059
Matale 9051 107,065 86 32 54 1,184 587 597 965 479 486
Nuwara Eliya 462J 169,314 66 34 32 1915 1010 905 1,373 682 694

Southern. 1,400 1,454 2,280 1,126Galle 6521 325,572 401 398 3 . 2,854 1,154
Matara .. 48l| 257,240 227 225 2 1,863 937 926] 1,998 1,012 986
Hambantota 1.012J 111,433 154 154 831 420 411 930 467 463

Northern.
I,147| 342,316 498 498 2,962 1,503 1,459 1,979 1,006 973

Mannar • • A 9041 22,816 56 56 .--- 168 91 77 219 124 95
Mullaittivu . . . 1,4661 16,944 18 18 —— 111 56 55 161 80 81

Eastern.
2,8001 163,166 59 45 14 1,613 847 766 1,165 612 553

Trincomalee 1 048 1
1

30,572 29 28 1 282 142 140 196 114 82

North-Western. 
Kurunegala 
Puttalam ... 
Chilaw

1,8431
9091
2621

306,781
37,608
96,189

536
43

166

247
36

166

289
7

1,668
175
606

872
88

316

796
87

290

2,050
275
495

1,116
168[
285

934
117
210

North-Central.
Anuradhapura 4,068 84,591 123 24 99 439 228 211 670 35911

311

Eva.
Badulla 3,2711 219,749 141 52 89

2,608 1,308 1,300 2,683 1,322 1,261

Sabaragamuwa.
Ratnapura - .. 
Kevafla

1,269
642

172,270
262,702

224
268

81
73

143
195

2,272
2,556

1,1-72
1.327

1,100
1,229

1,499
1,535|

735;
787

764
74S
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Table II -B ir t h -  and Death-rates in the Fourth Quarter of 1919, the Corresponding Quarter of 1918, the 

Third Quarter o f 1919, and the Mean Rates for the Fourth Quarters of 1909-1918.

Birth-rate per Mille per Annum.

Province and District* Fourth 1 
Quarter, 

1919.

Third
Quarter,

1919.

Fourth 
Quarter, 

1918.

Average for 
4th Quarters, 

1909-1918.

Fourth
Quarter

1919.

Third 1 
Quarter* 

1019. 1

Fourth
Quarter,

1918.

Average for 
1th Quarters, 
1909-1918.

Ceylon 32-4 26-2 38-1 37-9' 26-8 31-5 57-6 30-8

Western
Central
Southern
Northern
E astern
North-Western
North-Central
TJva
Sabaragamawa

Western.
Colombo
Negombo
Kalutara

32- 1
43- 8 
31-7
33- 7 
38-8 
22-1 
20-6 
47-1
44- 0

24-6
32-7
26-8
24-5
35-4
26-3

'27-9
30-6
34-3

O
O

O
M

1

35-4
40- 8 
41 ’ 7 
38-2 
45-1 
36’8
41- 0 
44-9 
43-1

24- 8 
35-8 
29-8 
24*5 
27 "9
25- 4 
31-4 
46-6 
27-7

254
44-9
38-0
22-3
46-6
31*3
34-4
54-4
32*9

38-9 
90-5 
45‘ 2 
70-5 
55-5 
58-3 
81-0 

109-8 
70-0

24-9
36- 8 
29-6
32- 3
33- 1 
31-4
37- 6 
46-8 
35-8

30-0
28-0
39-5

23-2
23-6
28-3

29-8
29-1
35-6

32-5
37-8
40-5

26-0
19-7
25-2

24-7
22-2
28-6

37-7
27-4
48-9

24-7
22-3
27-0

Central.
Kandy
Matale
Nuwara Eliya

43-4
43-9

'44-8

31-6
28-9
38-0

41-5
49-5
47-8

39-8
42-5
42-1

37’ 2 
35*8 
32-1

38-6 
48-2 

. 59-1

73-4
133-1
93-7

34-3
49-2
33-6

Southern.
Galls
Matara
Hambantota

34-8
28- 7
29- 6

24- 8
25- 9 
3L-6

33-5
37-0
52-0

43-0
-42-7
40-2

27-8
30-8
331

30-3
380
47-9

40-2
37-5
77-4

28-4
27-1
38-3

Northern.
Jaffna
Mannar
Mullaittivu

34-3 
. 29-4 

26-1

25-7
18-3
21-5

40-9
52-1
54-3

37- 2
38- 9 
41-6

22 9 
38-1 
37-8

211
39-6
36-2

62-5
157-5
107-7

30-4 
50-5 
44-g

Eastern.
Batticaloa
Trinoomalee

39-2
36-6

370
26-4

51-5
57-8

45-1
45-1

28-3
25-4

51-2
21-6

49-4
88-2

31-9
39-5

North-Western.
Kurunegala
Puttalam
Chilaw

21-6
18-5
25-0

2i-8
17-8
21-9

42-8
34-1
34-9

38-3
29-4
35-0

26-5 
29 0 
20-4

35-8
25-6
19'4

67-3
54-6
29-8

34-4
31-5
21-3

North-Central.
Anuradhapura 20-6 27-9 50-9 41-0 31-4 344 81-0 37-6

Uva.
Badulla 47-1 30-6 49-3 44-9 46-6 54-4 109-8 43-8

Sabaragamuwa,
Ratnapura
Kegalla

52-3
38-6

410
29-9

50-4
53-1

45-2
41-5

34-5
23-2

40-1
281

75-3
66-5

41-4
31-9

[For Table I II . see page 5.]

Table IV .— Births, Deaths, and their Rates on Estates, Fourth Quarter, 1919, &e., and Average Rates, 1909 1918

Distriot.
Population 

at the 
Census 

of March 
10, 1911.

Births 
registered 

daring 
the Fourth 
Quarter, 

1919.

Deaths 
registered 

during 
the Fourth 
Quarter, 

1919.

Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. Death-rate per Mine per Annum.

Fourth
Quarter,

1919,
Third

Quarter,
1919

Fourth
Quarter,

1918.

Average,
Fourth

Quarters,
1909-1918.

Fourth
Quarter,

1919.
Third

Quarter,
1919.

Fourth
Quarter,

1918.

Average,
Fourth

Quarters,
1909-1918.

147,738 . 1,822 1,817 48-9 354 43-7 39-2 48-8 45-5 125-2 42-3
31,186 399 336 '50-8 31-2 49-5 38-6 42-7 59-5 211-6 62*5

N uw ara E liy a 100,393 1,246 972 49-2 42-9 48-9 42-1 38-4 74-4 129-8 38-8
B adulla 71,957 996 1,031 51-9 31-6 46-4 37-5 56-8 66-9 134-9 45-0
ttatnapu ra 30,455 508 374 63-2 68-7 55 *4 44-0 43-7 70-2 157-6 72-0
K egalla 62,518 645 505 40-9 20-8 82-6 33-2 32*1 33-8 147-8 38-4
C olom b o 13,377 125 78 37-1 39-4 42-4 30-5 23-1 29-4 87-8 45-1
K alu ta ra 30,768 508 271 65*5 47-7 50-5 40-8 34-9 55-1 138-3 46-6
G alle . . 6,295 149 69 93-9 , 53*5 44-1 39-4 43-5 46*6 183-4 56-8
M atara . . 3,191' 48 39 59-7 58-4 58-4 48-3 48-5 i 74-6 136-8 60-7
K u ru uegala 9,789 64 78 25-9 21-9 42-2 3.0-1 31-6 j 52-3 201-8 58-3

T ota l ■ ■ 507,667 6,510 ' 5,570 50-9 37-3 51-5 ] 38-7 43-5 55-7 139-6 45-1
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Table VII.ip wit (Vuses ol Death Registered on  Estates in the Central, Ova, and Sabaragamuwa P rov in ces.in  the 
‘J o ^ o ^ a n d L lu ia r a D is t r ic t s  of the Western Province, Galle and Matara of the Southern Province,

_  ii._ viTAnVAnn D r m r l n n a  A n r m t f  fVia TTniirfh QliaTtfiT O f  1 9 1 9 i

Causes of Death.

All Causes

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20. 
21. 
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

32.
33.
34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

50.
51.

52.

53. 

54

55-
56.
57.
58.
59.
60. 
61. 
62. 
63.

-64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.

Enterio Fever . .  . •
Malaria and Malarial Cachexia . 
Smallpox 
Measles
Whooping Cough 
Cholera 
Dysentery 
Plague
Chiokenpox . . .
Other Epidemio Diseasos 
Septiosemia 
Other Septic. Diseases 
Hydrophobia . .
Tetanus
Phthisis
Other Tuberculous Diseases
Rickets
Parangi
Cancer . • •
Aoiite Rheumatio Fever
Diabetes
Ansemia . .
Alooholism
Other General Diseases 
Meningitis . ..
CerebralHsemorrhage or Apople: 
Paralysis 
Epilepsy . .
Convulsions (non-puerpera!) 
Infantile Convulsions 
Other Diseases of the Nerve 

System • •
Organic Diseases of the Heart 
Hscmorrhoids . .
Other Diseases of the Circulate 

System 
Bronohitis
Pneumonia . • ,
Pulmonary Congestion 
Asthma
Other Diseases of the Respirate 

System
Thrush, Stomatitis 
Infantile Diarrhoea 
Diarrhoea undefined 
Enteritis 
Anohylostomiasis 
Intestinal Parasites 
Appendicitis and Typhilitis 
Diseases of the Liver 
Peritonitis

System

theOther Diseases of 
Urinary System 

Diseases or Aooidents oi 
nanoy or of Childbirth 

Diseasos of the Skin or ( 
Tissue

Diseases of the Bones and 
Organs of Locomotion 

Congenital" Malformations 
Premature Birth
InfantileDebility(under3 n---------
Other Diseases of Early Infancy 
Senility 
Suicide 
Homioide 
Execution
Aooidents and other affecti 

produced by external causes 
Dropsy
Heart Failure . .
Debility (3 months and ove-1 
Pyrexia . . .
Diseases not specified ot ill- 

defined . .
Ot’ -r-r Ill-defined diseases
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