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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF MARCH, 1920.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL -
- Ta1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 pnnclpal towns in the Island proclalmed under sectxons 31—36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. .
Bn‘ths.

2. The number of births registered was 1,495 (7 89 males and 706 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate
of 26-56 per 1,000, against 27-95 in the _preceding month, 2808 in the corresponding month of last year, and 30-00 the
average for the correspondmg months since 1910. The rate ranged from'2-50 in Ambalangoda to 44+01 in Kalmunai.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 560 (300 males and 260 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate of 22+39 per 1,000, against 22-44 in the preceding month, 22-00 in the corresponding month of last
year, and 24- 98 the average for the correspondmg months since 1910. The rate ranged from 10 94 in Kollupitiya to
36+ 65 in Wellawatta. _ . .

Deaths.

4. The total deaths reglst;ered during the month numbered 1,924 (1,074 males and 850 females) There were
1,460 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 2827 per 1,000, against 3405 in the preceding month,
28-69 in the corresponding month of lagt year, and 28-44 the average for the month of Mérch in each year since
1910. The rate ranged from 95-48 in Mullaitiva to 7-89 in Hambantota.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 579 (335 males and 244 females) Theére were 493 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 2287 per 1,000, against 28-35 in the preceding month, 24-33 in. the corre-
sponding month of last year, and 26-23 the average for the month of March in each year since 1910. The rate ranged
from 2313 in Slave Island to 8-13 in Kollupltlya.

6. The stillbirfhs registered numbered 85 (50 males and 35 females), as against 90 in the precedlng ‘month.

Infant Mortality.

7. The mortahty of infants under one year of age was equal to'a rate of 255 per 1,000 births reglstered durmg the
twelve months ended March 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 233,
against 232 in the precedmg month 240 in- the correspondmg month of last year, and 220 the average for bhe
corresponding months since 1910.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 269, per 1,000 births registered durmg
the twelve months ended -March 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month ‘only thé rate was 238,
against 211 in the preceding month, 264 in the corresponding month of last year, and 237 the average for the correspondmg
months since 1910, L

Causes of Death.

9. Ten per cent. each (of the total deaths) was due to Pneumonia and Debility, 7 per cent. each to C’orwulmons
Anchylostomiasis, and Diarrhea, 5 per cent. each to Dysentery, Enteritis, Phihisis, and Malaria and Malarial Oachema,
3 per cent. each to Enteric Fever am,d Bright's Disease and Nephrms, 2 per cent. to In_ﬂuenza, and 1 per cent. each to
Premaiurity and Bronchitis.

10. In Colombo the large:t number of deaths was due to Pheumonia, which caused 13 per cent. of the total
deaths, 10 per cent. was due to Debility, 9 per cent. to Phthisis, 8 per cent. to Comvulsions, 6 per cent. each to Enferitis .
and Enteric Fever, 3 per cent. each to Diarrheea, Influenza, and Bright's Disease and Nephritis, and 2 per-cent. each to -
Bronchitis, Dysentery, Cancer, and Anchylostomiasis. .

11. Three deaths from Plague were registered in Colombo, as agamst 18 in the preceding month and 4in the
correspondmg month of last year. There were registered 1 death from Smallpox and 4 from Measles in Colombo.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Measles, of which

272 cases were reported (215 in Colombo, 27 in Kandy, 7 in MoratuWa) thkenpoz followed with 210 cases (175 in
Colombo, 10 in Galle, 7 in Hatton and Dikoya), Phthists 118 (102 in Colombo, 6 in Kandy) Enteric Fever 89 (56 in -
Colombo, 9 in (Galle, 5 in Moratuwa), Continued Fever 38 (10 in-Colombo, 9 in Galle, 8 each in Moratuwa and Kandy),
Mumps 8 (4 in Kandy) Dysentery 6 (5 in Kurunegala), Smallpox 5.(in Colombo), Whooping Cough 5 (4 in Mannar),
Diptheria 4 (in Colombo), Plague 2 (in Colombo), and Acute Diarrhea 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology. *
* 18. Rainfall—Ratnapura recorded the hlghest rainfall (11+66 inches), followed by Kurunegala (10-40 inches).
In other towns it ranged from 10-34 inches in Negombo to 0:30 of an inch in Mullaittivu. Colombo recorded

5° 95 inches.
14. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 58°8° in Nuwara Eliya to 84-3° in Trincomalee, and was

81 +4° in Colombo.
15. _For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables ITI. and IV, for the city of Colombo,

in the Appendlx
Reglstrar -General’s Ofﬁce, S DU RN T s s N 'W--*MWPAH, .
. Colombo, April 30, 1920, TR R e e sen s i L Acting Registrar-General.
. (1)
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Table 1V.—Causes of Deaths tegxstered durmg the Month of March, 1920 in ea.ch Ward a.nd of each Raoe )
in the City of Colombo -

°

Wards. Deaths among all Races,
. T - e
. g . >
| 315
- alEa P
Causes of Death, —a 2 d Ll Eigel . ,
. 2 8 : HieEld | 45| 4 .
215 s . . g s = 9 g‘ -8 I .
S1= d 813|988 g 285868
|8 lg18!38 o BlEl&g| 2|8 |9
B § B |8 A §- ol Bl &8 5 g | -5 £
slE 8155 8|5 8 8%8)2 2(5(8/2 8|8 3 3
Bl |2 3|l = g 25 (@ | M| B|la|la|a |83 3
All Causes 579 | — | 10| 12| 41| 81|48 [180 | 83 |55 | 88 | 31| 2| 29318 | 94 | 92 | 17 | 29
I.—Intantile. Morta“ty 133 — | 2| 715 17|17 |16 {27 |13 | 9|10} 2|11 | 65| 1833} 2| 2
A.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity .. Wl === === 2] —=]|~] 2| 1]2] 1] 2[—|~|—|—
2. Debility . el —=1—|—] 2] ¢| 1| 1] 4| 2| 2| =) —|—| 5| 4| 6| 1|—
3. Convulsions .. 18— —] 2] 1 2 21— 1|1 1 2 21— 1 7 2 3| — | —
4, Diarrhcea . e — === ===~~~ ¢t~ |~ |||~ || '
4a. Enteritis .o e = |~} === — =~
8. Tetanus v el 2| —|—{—1— 1f{— 1| —|—-|—{—{—|— i 1| — | =— | —
6. Bronchitis B e — === -] — =]
7. Pneumonia .. === === == =}— === = |
8, Other Causes .. 1M — | — ]| —j]—]| = 1} — | — 1| — | =) — | —
B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity .. JRU AN NS IUNUR I U I I N T I IPE I [ [ G R R B
2, Debility .e 28]~ 1 2 3 5 4| 4 5| 3| — 11 —| 8|14 8 8| == | —
3. Convulsions .. o281 —1 1 1} 71 1 4} — |10 2| 21 —]—| 1]10]| 8112 | —}| 2
4. Diarrhoa .. v 2l — = -] = — = — 1= — 1 — | = = 1] —| 1| —
40. Enteritis .- J1al—|—|—j—1 2] 8| 3| 2| 3} —{| 2}—]| 8] 9} 1} 1|—|—
8. Tetanus .. JR [P I e B B e B R o B B e T I e B e Il P
6. Bronchitis .. gl === =] ==} 2|—==]=]—1—| 2| —={—|—1—=
7. Pneumonia .. 12— —{—1| 1) 8| 1]- 2} 1] 2| 1 1] —| 2| 8 1 1| = | =
8. Other Causes .. . Sdio—t—) 2t —y 2] 30 1 — —} 1}—1—1} 68| 2] 2|—|—
I.—General Mortality (1 Yeat and
over) . 446 | —-| 8| 5| 26|64 |31[164 |56 |42 |20 |21) — |18 251 76 | 59 | 15 | 27
1. Plague .o : ol 8] — Y] -l 1 |- —f~|—| I} === — 83| ——
2. Smallpox .o - Jil—-l=— -l == -] == =] 1] -] - =] — | =] =11
3. Chickenpox .. e - —— | =] === =] === — | = | — ] =] —
4. .Measles . eof ¢ )—|~=]=]=11]—|—=]—| 8| —=}—=—}—|—| ¢|—| =] —=|—
8. Influenza .o 18]l —1 21— 1 51 2 1 1 1 1 11— 1 8 2 2 1 1
8. Pyrexia’or Fever dogl=]=]—=] 1| ===} 1= =|—=]=1—=11 T U I
7. Enteric Fever.. e 81— —|—1 38| 38| 4|13 4! 2| —1| 2] —1{ 8116 3 51 2| 9
8. Malaria e 4l—j—-| =] —=]—1 8 1| —| — | — — 1 1 1 1| — | —
9. Malarial Caehexxa. e —m - e[ = === - == === =] = =
10. Cholera e e - == =] = =] - | = — = =] = —
11. Diarrhoea .. edsl—]—1f—1 1t10] 1| 2| 1] —=|—|—0—|—1!| 9| 2| ¢|—|~—
lla. Enteritis o 20|l —|—|—|—|—1 ¢} 8] 4] 2 1 11— — 11 5| 2|—1| 2
12. Dysentery . o1t —| 1] 2| 21 |—| 4|—=| 1} 2|—}—|—| 8] 2|—| 1] 8
13. Anohylostom:asls or Dochmius ,
Duodenalis .. e 10 —f{ — |~ — | —}— 10— | = — | ——|—| T g | —| —| —
14. Cancer . - -|—-]/—/ 1{—7 8y 1= 1|—y—f 2! 7| 1]~|—=11
15. Phthisis v 50| —{—|—1| 38| 4| 4|27 4| 2| 4| 2| —| 1|84 8| 4| 1] 2
16. Other Tuberoulous Dlseases el 2=~ 11| —fj—|—f—=] === — |- 1| — 1] = —
- 17. Ansemia. el — - =] —ml = =] =] = === =] = =] =] =] —
18. Diabotes Mellitus e 3l—l -t} —f 2} 1l}|—}—=— = — =] 2] —= [ 1=
19, Convulsions .. . e 8] =] === 1| 2}{—}| 3| 2|—|—})—|—]| B]|—| 8| —]—
20. Tetanus . Sl == 1 == 2|l Y- =] =)=~ 1] 2]—=]=1]1
21. Bronchitis .. el 9]—| ¥ —1 1} 8| 2} 1| —t—| 1l —]—|—] 3| 3| 1] 1} 1
$2, Pneumonia ., 6al—1| 1{—=1| 5/ 7| — {2810 8| 3| 2] —| 1|28 |14| 9| 4| 8
%3, Other Diseases of the Respxra- I ) -
tory System sl—i{—|—| 1] 1}—} 1 1} 1}—t—0—}— 2| 3| —|—/|=—
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephntxs M- —]— 1| ==|=1| 5 1{ 3 4| ——=1—1| 7 4| 2 1| —
25. Puerperal Eola.mpsla === === === === ==
26. Puerperal Septio@mia ds]l=f—-{-{—11]|— | 83| —-|—|{—t 1}—I—] 2 2 Y] —|—
27. Miscarriage === "~ |||
28. Other undeﬁned Accidents of 1 E ‘ )
Childbirth .. dilt—-—l—-|—-1=l—-]=—-|1|—=|—=]—1—{——|—| 1]|=|—
29, Starvation .. A=l == ===~ =]~ ==} =]~
30, Accidents or Neglxgence Wegl—=—l—|—=]—] 11 1| B|=j—|—} 1}—|~—~: T 1]—=|——]—
31. Homicide .. del—-l—l=]=—]1]—-] 1| =|—|—]=]—|—1| 1 1| = e |
32. Suicide . e 2l —} = —_|—=—|—1— 1| —| —| 11—} 1] 1} =] —]=]=
33.  Exeoution .. dee=l === —=t= == === —=| === —|—
34. All Other Caunses ..j142%f — 2 3 gl22]10 42|21 |17 | 12 81—'| 8188|1819 4 8

* Due to Atelectasis. . . ' :
t Three deaths from .Syphilis, 2 from Rickets, and 1 each from Bright's Disease, Influenza, Cellulitis, Sarcoma, and

Enteric,
1 Here are included 40 deaths from Old Age, 12 from Debth,y, 10 from Marasmus, 7 from Worms, and 6 from Paralysis.

s T H. R. OOTTLE, ACTING GOVERNMENT mm:mn, COLOMBO, CEYLON.



