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x t e t t m t e n t

PART I.

No. 7,105 —  FRIDAY, MAY 28, 1920.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF MARCH, 1920.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h i s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.,
Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,495 (789 males and 706 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate 
of 26-56 per 1,000, against 27-95 in the preceding month, 28-08 in the corresponding month of last year, and 30-00 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1910. The rate ranged from 2-50.in Ambalangoda to 44-01 in Kalmunai.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 560 (300 males and 260 females), and Were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 22-39 per 1,000, against 22-44 in the preceding month, 22-00 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 24- 98 the average for the corresponding months since 1910. The rate ranged from 10- 94 in Kollupitiya to 
36- 65 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,924 (1,074 males and 850 females). There were 

1,460 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 28-27 per 1,000, against 34-05 in the preceding month, 
28-69 in the corresponding month of last year, and 28-44 the average for the month of March in each year since 
1910. The rate ranged from 95-48 in Mullaitivu to 7- 89 in Hambantota.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 579 (335 males and 244 females). There were 493 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 22-87 per 1,000, against 28-35 in the preceding month, 24-33 in-the corre­
sponding month of last year, and 26-23 the average for the month of March in each year since 1910. The rate ranged 
from 23-13 in Slave Island to 8-13 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 85 (50 males and 35 females), as against 90 in the preceding'month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year o f age was equal to a rate of 255 per 1,000 births registered during the 

twelve months ended March 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 233, 
against $32 in the preceding month, 240 in the corresponding month of last year, and 220 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1910.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 269. per 1,000 births registered during,
the twelve months ended March 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 238, 
against 211 in the preceding month, 264 in the corresponding month of last year, and 237 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1910. ;

Causes of Death.
9. Ten per cent, each (of the total deaths) was due to Pneumonia and Debility, 7 per cent, each to Convulsions, 

Anchylostomiasis, and Diarrhoea, 5 per cent, each to Dysentery, Enteritis, Phthisis, and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia,
3 per cent, each to Enteric Fever and Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 2 per cent, to Influenza, and 1 per cent, each to 
Prematurity and Bronchitis.

10. In Colombo the largest number of deaths was due to Pfieumonia, which caused 13 per cent, of the total 
deaths, 10 per cent, was due to Debility, 9 per cent, to Phthisis, 8 per cent, to Convulsions, 6 per cent, each to Enteritis 
and Enteric Fever, 3 per cent, each to Diarrhoea, Influenza, and Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, and 2 per cent, each to 
Bronchitis, Dysentery, Cancer, and Anchylostomiasis.

11. Three deaths from Plague were registered in Colombo, as against 18 in the preceding month and 4 in the 
corresponding month of last year. There were registered 1 death from Smallpox and 4 from Measles in Colombo.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month Was Measles, of which 
272 cases were reported (215 in Colombo, 27 in Kandy, 7 in Moratuwa). Chickenpox followed with 210 cases (175 in 
Colombo, 10 in Galle, 7 in Hatton and Dikoya), Phthisis 118 (102 in Colombo, 6 in Kandy), Enteric Fever 89 (56 in 
Colombo,-9 in Galle, 5 in Moratuwa), Continued Fever 38 (10 in Colombo, 9 in Galle, 8 each in Moratuwa and Kandy). 
Mumps 8 (4 in Kandy), Dysentery 6 (5 in Kurunegala), Smallpox 5,(in Colombo), Whooping Cough 5 (4 in Mannar), 
Diptheria 4 (in Colombo), Plague 2 (in Colombo), and Acute Diarrhoea 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall.—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (11*66 inches), followed by Kurunegala (10-40 inches). 

In other towns it ranged from 10-34 inches in Negombo to 0-30 of an inch in Mullaittivu. Colombo recorded 
5 ‘ 95 inches.

14. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 58-8° in NuWara Eliya to 84-3° in Trincomalee, and was 
81*4:° in Colombo.

15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, 
in the Appendix.

: .. N. W. Mobqappah, . -
' ; ; - ■ Acting Registrar-General.

f 1 )

Registrar-General’s Office,*; 
Colombo, April 30, 1929-



Ta
bl

e 
I.—

N
um

be
r o

f B
irt

hs
 a

nd
 D

ea
th

s 
re

gi
st

er
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

M
ar

oh
, 1

92
0,

 th
ei

r P
ro

po
rt

io
n 

pe
r 

1,
00

0 
of

 th
e 

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
pe

r 
An

nu
m

, a
nd

 th
e 

St
ill

bi
rt

hs
 a

nd
 t

he
 D

ea
th

s 
of

 
Ch

ild
re

n 
un

de
r O

ne
 Y

ea
r a

nd
 t.

he
ir 

Pr
op

or
tio

n 
pe

r 
1,

00
0 

Re
gi

st
er

ed
 B

irt
hs

, t
og

et
he

r 
w

ith
 th

e 
Av

er
ag

e 
Bi

rt
h-

 a
nd

 D
ea

th
-r

at
es

 in
 th

e 
co

rr
es

po
nd

in
g 

m
on

th
s s

in
ce

 1
91

0,
 

an
d 

th
e 

M
ea

n 
Te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
 a

nd
 R

ai
nf

al
l i

n 
th

e 
M

on
th

 in
 e

ac
h 

To
w

n 
of

 th
e 

Is
la

nd
 p

ro
cl

ai
m

ed
 u

nd
er

 S
ec

tio
ns

 3
1-

36
 o

f t
he

 O
rd

in
an

ce
 N

o.
 1

 o
f 1

89
5.

3.S-§*
5 a

I >0 H HiI 05© I *> |
| © © ©

© «D.® i2-i © i> © 04 b» © © ©
X © © I> © H<

§ a i  S
SS&i

Hi Hi CO © © to 04
8 s  1 1 II  00 1 1 1 1 00 © 1 1 o  1 CO Hi<8 t> to 00 CO CO CO

ga s m—

H 2 o3
s a l i v a

( 2 )

04 CO to 04 Hi |> © to ©4 Hi Hi © 04'© © rH Hi ©00 1 ” | CO rH 04 to ro co © © rH Hi rH 05 CO © tO rH
1> to t© H< rH rH © ©4 rH rH rH © b- © 1> rH CO <o ©rH

© © b- © © X © H © © © © Hi Hi © © COOHHO)^*' 04 —< Hi ©I rH
p-h cC CO H* © CO i—1 t> © CO ©4 r-I pH 04 rH

tD rH 00 H< CO Hi 00 H< tO 00 05 , rH QO04 tO I rH CO H< H« © 04 Hi 04 © rH C4CO CO 1 04 rH 04 CO © © Hi 1 ^ rH

rH © tO Hi CO © © 04 O CO © © to to rH b- © © CO •-* . Hi CO
Hi tO © 04 © © © © 05 © to © © I b- 04 CO rH tO 1 CO rH Zh | tO HirH ©4 rH rH 04 ©4 rH HHC4 CO 04 © CO rH Hi 64 I 04 04 rH rH

CCONOON © rH H< Hi CO r * 1© 1© ©HODtfii©4 08*0 B
I l l 4

© rH © H* © ©4 © © ©4 rH rH CO Hi CO © 04 CO CO <M CO

t- lO © © ©t 00 ©CO ©05©

© © © © © CO © © Hi Hi © © COHi ̂ rH © Hi 04 © CO © 00 © **r»© CO Hi <•*»© 04
05 © © © © 1 04 CO Hi 1 b> »H © 1 Hi ©04 04 rH CO 04 CO © © CO eo Hi CO CO 04 to CO

© H< GO O rH © CO CO © to © 04 HiHi «*-*<© © GO © rH © Hi b» t- W© rH Hi ŝ . Hi CO © CO
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Table IV.— Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of March, 1920, in each Ward and of eaoh Raoe
in the City of Colombo.

Wards. Deaths among all Races.
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All Causes 579 — 10 12 41 ,81 48 180 83 55 38 31 2 29 316 94 92 17 29

I.— Infantile Mortality 133 — 2 7 15 17 17 16 27 13 9 10 2 H 65 18 33 2 2

A . -—One Week and under.
21.

2.
3.

Prematurity .. 
Debility 
Convulsions ..

' 6
16
13

—
1 
1 
1

2
2
1

4
2

1
2

2
1 4

'1
2
1

2
2
2

1

2

i

i

2
5
7

4
2

6
3

1

I
I
I

4. Diarrhoea —
4a. Enteritis — —

1s. Tetanus 2 — — — -- 1 7” 1 1 1
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia — .-- — — — — - "
8, Other Causes .. 1* — — — — — ~~ 1

B .— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year
i. Prematurity .. . .

5 3 14 82. Debility . . 28 1 2 3 5 4 4 — 1 — 3 3 ——
2° 3. Convulsions .. • • 28 — 1 1 7 1 4 — 10 2 2 — — 1 10 3 12 —

4. Diarrhoea . • 2 — — — — ■-- — — 1 — — 1 — — — 1 — 1 —
4a. Enteritis . . . . . 14 — — — — 1 3 3 2 3 — 2 — 3 9 1 i — —
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis

2 2 17. Pneumonia , , 12 — — — 1 3 1 1 1 — 2 8 1 i — —
8. Other Causes .. iot — --. 2 . 1 — 2 3 1 — — 1 — — 6 2 2 — ■ —

II.--General Mortality (1 Tear and
31over) •• 446 — 8 5 26 64 164 56 42 29 21 — 18 251 76 59 15 27

1. Plague , , 3 — 1 — 1 — 1 - ' -■ — — 3 — -- .
2. Smallpox . • 1 1
3. Chickenpox ..

34. . Measles .. • . 4 --- — — — 1 — — — — — — — 4 — — — —
8. Influenza .. • • 15 — 2 — 1 5 2 1 1 1 1 1 — 1 8 2 2 1 1

. 8. Pyrexia or Fever • . 2 — — — 1 — — — 1 — — — — — 1 1 — — —
7. Enteric Fever.. . . 31 •- — — 3 3 4 13 4 2 — 2 — 3 16 3 5 2 2
8. Malaria 4 — — — — — — 3 1 — — — — 1 1 1 1 — —
9. Malarial Caohexia . •
10. Cholera . .
11. Diarrhoea • « 15 — — --' 1 10 i 2 1 9 2 4 — —
11a. Enteritis 20 — — — — — 4 8 4 2 1 1 — — 11 5 2 — 2
12: Dysentery 11 — — 1 2 1 — 4 — 1 2 — — — 5 2 — 1 3
13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochrruus

10Duodenalis .. • • 10 — — — — — — — — — — — 7 3 — — —
14. Cancer . , 11 — — — — 1 — 8 1 • -- 1 — — 2 7 . 1 — — 1
18. Phthisis 50 — — — 3 4 4 27 4 2 4 2 — 1 34 8 4 1 2
16. Other Tnberoulous Diseases • . 2 — 1 1 — 1-- — — — — — — — .-- 1 — 1 — —
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus t : 3 — — — — 2 1 — — — — — --- — 2 — . 1 — —
19. Convulsions .. 8 ,- _ — — 1 2 '-- 3 2 — — — 5 — 3 —
20. Tetanus * . 4 __ — — 1 — — 2 1 — — -! — — 1 2 — — 1
21. Bronchitis 9 — 1 __ 1 3 2 1 -- — 1 — — — 3 3 1 1 1
?2. Pneumonia ., . , 64 •r- 1 — 5 7 — 28 10 8 3 2 — 1 28 14 9 4 8
23. Other Diseases of the Respira-

1tory System
Bright’s Disease and Nephr

5 — — 1 1 1 1 — — “ 2 3 —“ _•

24. itis 14 — — — 1 — 5 1 3 4 — — — 7 4 2 1 —

25.
26.

Puerperal Eclampsia 
Puerperal Septicaemia

* *
5 — — — — 1 — 3 — — — 1 — — 2 2 1 — —

27. Miscarriage .. • •
28, Other undefined Aooidents of -

Childbirth .. .. 1
29. Starvation

530. Aooidents or Negligence • • 8 — — — — 1 1 ““ 1 7 1
31. Homioide . • 2 — — — — 1 1

1
—

1
— 1 1 mmmm “““

32. Suioide • • 2 — — — — — — — --' 1 1 — ‘
33. Execution — — — — — — — — — — ““ 1 —
34. All.Other Causes • • 142J 2 3 5 22 10 42 21 17 12 8 8 88 18 19 4 3

t
Enteric i

t

Due to Atelectasis.
Three deaths from Syphilis, 2 from Riokets, and 1 eaoh from Bright’s Disease, Influenza, Celluhtis, Sarcoma, and 
Here are included 40 deaths from Old Age, 12 from Debility, 10 from Marasmus, 7 from Worms, and 6 from Paralysis.

H. R. COTTLE, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.


