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V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  O F  T O W N S  I N  C E Y L O N  I N  T H E  M O N T H  O F  O C T O B E R , 1 9 1 9 .

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36- 

of the Ordinance Ho. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,415(746 males and 669 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate o f 
25*65 per 1,000, against 23*02 in the preceding month, 26*26 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27*45 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 10* 83, in Vavuniya to 60*97 in Kalmuuai.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 481 (261 males and, 220 females), and were,equivalent - 
to an annual rate of 19*82 per 1,000, against 18 * 73 in the preceding month, 18*34 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 22*84 the average for the corresponding months since 1909. The rate ranged from 10 *25 in San Sebastian to 
28* 15 in WelJawatta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,615 (916 males and 700 females). There were- 

1,202 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 23*75 per 1,000, against 23*26 in the preceding month, 
76*98 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31*71 the average for the month of October in each year since 1909- 
The rate ranged from 69*34 in Nawalapitiya to 3*54 in Nuwara Eliya.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 541 (317 males and 224 females). There were 460 deaths o f 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 21*98 per 1,000, against 22*67 in the preceding-month, 66*68 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 29*20 the average for the month of October in each year since 1909. The rate 
ranged from 22 *26 in Wellawatta to 5*61 in Eollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 87 (55 males and 32 females), as against 79 in the preceding month.

/ Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 196 per 1,000 births registered during 

the twelve months ended October 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
194, against 213 in the preceding month, 343 in the corresponding month of last year, and 244 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1909.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 181 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended October 31, 1919. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
190, against 227 in the preceding month, 408 in the corresponding month of last year, and 267 the. average for the . 
corresponding months since 1909.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which ljO per cent, of the total deaths was due, 8 per cent, 

was due to Debility, 7 per cent, each to Phthisis and Convulsions, 6 per cent, each to Diarrhoea and Anehylostomiasis, 5 per 
cent, to Dysentery, 4- per cent, to Enteritis, 3 per cent, each to Enteric Fever, Malaria and Malarial. Cachexia, and 
Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 2 per oont. each to Bronchitis and' Prematurity, and 1 per cent, each to Influenza, 
Puerperal Septicsemia, and Plague.

10. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Phthisis, to which 11 per cent, of the deaths was due, 10 per " 
cent. Was due'to Pneumonia, 6 per cent, each to Enteritis and Debility, 5 per cent, to Enteric Fever, 4 per cent, to 
Convulsions, 3 per cent, each to Plague, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Influenza, and. Dysentery, 2 per cent. each .to 
Diarrhoea, Anehylostomiasis, and Bronchitis, and 1 per oent. each to Prematurity, Pyrexia, and Cancer.

11. Seventeen deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against 5 in the preceding month. The 
number registered from this cause during the month alone exceeds by five the total number registered during the 
previous nine months of the year. There were registered 10 deaths from Cholera in Badulla.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which 
140 cases were reported (127 in Colombo), followed by Enteric Fever 86 (73 in Colombo,4 in K a n d y ), Ghichenpox 62 
(40 in Colombo, 8 in Nuwara Eliya, 7 in Kandy), Measles 60 (44 in Colombo, 15 in Kandy), Continued Fever 37 (20 in 
Colombo, 12 in Moratuwa), Plague 19 (in Colombo), Cholera 18 (in Badulla), Mumps 8 (6 in Colombo), Dysentery 5 (3 in 
Moratuwa), and Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall.—Gampola recorded the highest rainfall (26*12 inches), followed by Nawalapitiya (25*41 inches). 

In-the other towns the rainfall ranged from 16*64 inches in Lunugala to ,3*17 inches in Hambantota. Colombo 
recorded 12 * 47 inches.

14. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 60 * 6° in Nuwara Eliya to 83 * 5° in Mannar.
15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city.of. Colombo, in 

the Appendix. , . '■ X, , ,, ;
Registrar-General’s Office,; .. ,N. W . M obgappah,

Colombo, November 25,1919. % . ' Acting Registrar-General.
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Tobin TV —Causes o f Deaths registered during the Month of October, 1919, in each W ard and o f each Race
in the City of Colombo.

. - W a r d s . D e a t h s  a m o n g  a ll  R a o e s .
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A ll Causes 5 41 2 9 1 8 3 9 7 6 3 4 1 6 7 8 7 4 3 3 1 3 5 4 2 9 2 8 2 1 1 5 76 I S I T

I .— In fa n tile  M ortality

A.—One Week and under.
91 — 1 5 9 1 3 1 0 11 21 7 7 7 — 4 4 8 1 7 17 4 1

1 . P r e m a tu r ity  . . 5 — — — 1 — — 1 — — 1 2 — — 2 3 — — —
2 . D e b ility 7 — — :---- 1 — 1 — 5 — — — — 3 1 2 1 ----  '
3 . C o n vu lsion s . . 3 — — 1 — 1 — — — — — 1 — * ' — 1 — 1 — 1
4 . D iarrhoea
4 a . E n te r itis  . . —
5 . T e ta n u s
6 . B ro n o h itis
7 . P n e u m o n ia  v . .
8 . O th e r  Causes . .

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
3 *

1
1 i 1 3

1. P r e m a tu r ity  . . 2 — — _ — _ — 2 — — __ _ — 1 1 __ _ ,---
2 . D e b ility 18 — — *---- 2 1 3 9 1 l 1 — 1 7 3 7 — --- -
3 . '  C o n vu lsion s . .  .. 13 — — — 1 5 3 — 3 h — — __ 2 9 1 — 1 —
4 . D iarrhoea 5 — _ 1 2 _ — __ 1 1 ,_ _ _ 1 2. __ 1 1 _

■ 4 a . E n te r itis 5 — _ 1 __ 1 — __ — 1 i 1 __ __ 3 1 __ 1 _
5 . T e ta n u s  ..
6 . B ron oh itis 4 — 1 __ 1 _ ' 2 — — _ _ _ __ __ __ 2 2 __ ._
7. P n e u m o n ia  . .  . . 6 — _ __ 1 2 1 — 1 ,_ l __ 3 2 1 — -
8 . O th e r  Causes . . 2 0 f — — 2 2 2 2 4 2 3 2 1 — — 14 3 3 — —  -

I I .— G eneral M orta lity  (1  T e a r  and
over) 4 5 0 2 8 13 3 0 63 2 4 1 56 6 6 3 6 2 4 2 3 4 2 5 2 3 4 9 8 5 9 1 4 I S

l .  P la g u e 17 — /
5 1 2 1 — 2 __ 1 _ 5 _ 1 9 6 , 1

2 . S m a llp o x
3 . C h iok en p o x . .
4 .  M e a sle s  . .  . .
5 . In flu e n za 13 — 1 3 3 1 __ . __ 2 2 ___ 1 — 4 5 2 1 1
6 . P y r e x ia  or F e v e r 7 — — — .1 '__ __ __ 1 2 2 1 ___ —— 3 2 2 _
7 . E n te r ic  F e v e r .. s . 29 1 — 1 1 3 — 1 2 4 1 2 4 _ 4 2 0 2 1 2  '
8 . M a la r ia  . .  ..
9 . M a la ria l C a ch ex ia

1 0 . C h o lera
1 1 . D iarrhoea 8 _ r __ 4 - ■■ . 2 . - 2 __ __ 5 1 1 ____ 1
1 1 a . E n te r itis 2 9 — _ 1 ___ 5 __ 1 1 4 5 2 2 1 ■ 1 8 7 1 1 1 '
1 2 . D y s e n te r y
1 3 . A n o h y lo sto m ia sis  o r D o c h m iu s

14 — — T“ — 1 1 6 1 1 3 1 — — 9 3 2 — —

D u o d en a lis  . . 13 — — _ ___ __ ___ 1 2 1 _ _ ___ ___ 8 4 ___ 1
1 4 . C a n cer 6 — _ ___ 1 4 1 __ _ _ 2 2 1 1 —
JIB. P h th isis 59 _ 2 9 4 2 5 4 6 6 3 5 37 8 6 3
1 6 . O th e r  T u b ercu lo u s D ise a se s  . . 1
1 7 . A naem ia 3 — — i - ■ ■ __ __ 1 __ 1 — ' __ 1 _ 1 1 _
1 8 . -D ia b e te s  M e llitu s , .. 4 — — _ 1 1 1 1 __ — _ — — --- 2 1 1 —
1 9 . C o n v u lsio n s .. 7 — — _ _ , 1 _ __ 5 1 — — — — 5 — — 2 —
2 0 . T e ta n u s
2 1 . B ro n c h itis 8 — 1 i 2 2 ' __ — 2 — — — --- 2 2 4 — --- •
2 2 . P n e u m o n ia  . .
2 3 .  O th e r  D isea ses o f  th e  R e sp ir a -

50 — — 2 4 6 4 2 2 - 7 3 1 1 — 2 2 5 15 7 1 --- -

to r y  S y ste m
2 4 . ' B r ig h t ’s  D isea se  a n d  N e p h ritis

9 __ _ _ 3 2 __ 3 1 --. — — — — 3 4 ■ 2 — —- -
15 — — 1 1 3 8 2 — — — — — 8 2 3 1 1

2 5 . P u erp eral E o la m p sia 3 — — — — _ — 2 — 1 — — — — 2 V — — --- .
2 6 . P u erp era l Septiesem ia 3 — — — — — — 2 — — 1 — — — .--- 2 1 — --- -
2 7 . M iscarriage ..
2 8 . O th e r  undefined A c e id e n ts  o f

C h ild birth  . . 2 — — __ __ — — 1 1 — — — — — 1 1 — — —
2 9 . S ta r v a tio n 1 — — _ — 1 — — — — — — 1 — — — <--
3 0 . A o o id e n ts  or N eg lig en o e 8 1 _ _ _ _ — •5 — — — 2 --• — 5 2 —- — I ...
3 1 . H o m ic id e 1
32. S u ioide . .  '

3 4 . A l l  O th e r  Causes 138 J — 1 2 1 0 26 9 3 4 27 15 7 5 1 67 2 5 18 7 4

* Two deaths from Imperforate Anus and 1 from Infanticide.
t Seven deaths from Inanition, 2 each from Entero colitis and Influenza, and 1 each from Axillary Absoess, Rickets, 

Gastritis, Meningitis, Cellulitis, Syphilis, Nephritis, Worms, and Accident (run over by a train).
J Here are included, 35 deaths from Old Age, 14 each froin Worms and Marasmus, 8 from Paralysis, 6 each from Rickets 

and Cerebral Haemorrhage, and 5 each from Debility and Peritonitis. -

H. B. COTTLE, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON,


