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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CE_YLON IN THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1920.

- REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL. - . e
THIS report deals with the Vital Statlstlcs of the 33 principal towns in the Isla.nd proclalmed under section 31-36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

> Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,701 (838 males and 863 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate
of 3021 per 1,000, against 31:83 in the preceding month, 26°12 in the corresponding month of 1919, and 28-27 the
average fqr the corresponding months since 1910. The rate ranged from 17-64 in Hambantota to 6260 in Hatton and
Dikoya:

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 623 (312 males and 311 females), and were equivalent
to an annuak rate of 24+ 91 per 1,000, against 29°91in the precedmg month, 2155 in the corresponding month of 1919,
and 23-33 the average for the, corresponding months since 1910. Excluding the Fort and the Pettah Wazrds the rate

-ranged from 8:98 in Kollupltlya. to 40-44 in Wellawatta
. i

Deaths.

4. " Thetotal deaths registered dul ing the month numbered 2,352 (1,220 males and 1 ,062 females) There were 1,821
deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 3526 per 1,000, against 2729 in the precedmg month
34-18 in the corresponding month of 1919, and 32;99 the average fof the month of December in each’ year since 1910.
The rate ranged from 12871 in A.nuradha.pura. to 3'55 in Nuwara Eliya. _ e

5. In the city. of Colombo the deathg numbered 869 (504 males and 365 fema.les) There were 760 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 3525 per 1,000, against 27+99 in the precedmg month, 3494 in the
corresponding month of 1919, and 31 ‘74 the average for the month of Dacember in each year since 1910. Excluding the
Fort and the Pettah Wards the rate ranged from 40°44 in Wellawatta to 841 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stlllbu-ths registered numbered 114 (62 males and 52 females), g8 against 118 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.

" 7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 311 per 1,000 births registered during tre
twelve months ended December 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 291.
against 243 in the preceding month 316 in the corresponding month of 1919, and 304 the average for the corresponding
months since 1910:

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 343 per 1,000 births registered during the
twélve months ended December 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 335,
against 249 in the preceding month 367 in the corresponding month of 1919, and 330 the average for the corresponding

months gince 1910. -
causes of Death.

9. . The highest mortality was from Pnreumonia, to which 11 per cent. of the total deaths was due, Debility caused
10 per cont., Convulsions 8 per cent., Enteritis and Diarrhaa 6 per cent. each, Phthisis, Malaria and Malarial Cachezia.,.
and Anchylostommsw 5 per cent. ea.ch Bright’s Disease and, Nephritis and Dysentery 4 per cent. each, Bronchitis, Enteric -
" Fever, and Influenza 2 per cent. each, and Prematurity and Puerperal Septicemia 1 per cent. each.
10. In Colombo too the highest mortality was from Pnreumonia, to which 11 per cent. of the deaths was due,
Convulsions caused 10 per cent., Debility 9 per cent., Plague and Phthisis T per cent. each, Enteritis 5 per-cent., Influenza
4 per cont., Bright's Disease and N ephmtw and Dysentery 3 per cent. each, Diarrheea, Enteric Fever, and B'ro'nch’bt'ls

2 per cent. eaeh and Puerperal Septiczemia 1 per cent.
Sixty-five deaths from Plague, the largest number for ths year, were reglstered (in Colombo), as agamst 28 in

11.
the preceding month a.nd 19 in the corresponding month of 1919. Tlrree deaths from Smalbpom were also registered in
Colombo. ‘e

12.° Infectious Dzseases reported —The mfectlous dlsea.se most prevalent durmg the month was Phthisis, of which
78 cases were-reported (72-in Colombo),. Enteric Fever followed with 68 cases (39 in Colombo, 10 in Moratuws, 6 in
Galle), Plague 67 (in Colombo), Measles 38 (19 in Ratnapura, 14 in Colombo), Chickenpox 32 (21 in Colombo),
Continued Fever 21 (9 in Penadure, 8 in Colombo), Dysentery 7 (4 in Puttalam), Smallppm 7 (m Colombo), and Acute

Diarrheea 1 (in Moratuwa). .
Meteorology.

13. Rainfall.—Gaealle recorded the hlghest rainfall (12-16 inches), followed by Kalutara (11-17 inches). .In the -
other towns the rainfall ranged from 1087 inches in Lunugsala to 2- 45 inches in Hatton. Colombo recorded 4+42 inches.
Temperature.—The mean temperature va.ned from 58°2° in Nuwara, Ehya to 80°1°in Ra.tnapura, and was

14.
78+6° in Colombo.
15. For detailed statistics, see’ Tables I.'and II. for all towns and Tablés III. and.IV. for the clty of Colombo,
in the Appendix. .
~.Registrar-General’s Office, o . F. BABTLET‘J‘,
-t . . Registrar-General.

“Colombo, -January 28, 1921. o
" A . . (1)
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' Tablo IV.—Cataes of Deaths registersd. during the Month of December, 1920, in each Ward and of each Raoe
' o . . in the City of Colombo. . .

»

-

- . - Wards, : Deaths among all Races.
o™ T
D hd >
. . & g g . e
L - F- B . glga
Causes of Death, g 13 | B (HE .
813 5 S IPISEI Bl 484
= (&} g & . & @ g | . s
Slg| . (2158 JEAEER IR AR AN
- 2 HIGER-RR: gl i | &1 &
- HEEIEE S T e A
5 Q. -
5|8 & 5 % | M= 2 2|9 | gl|la|a|# | [R|[H|3
All Causes 8691 & 4 {"29 | 72 |114 | 66 {254 {158 | 63 | 38 | 66 6 | 88 {436 |198 |136 | 26 | 29
L—Infantile Mortality 209 1 8122|4426 (24|50 18 [ 9 14}11 (101 ] 49 | 33 ] 5
A.—One Week and under. :
1. Prematurity .. 6| —j — | — | — 1§ — 1| —]—1] 1 3} — 1 3 1] — 1| —
2. Debility .. el —|—|—| 2! 5| 2| 4| 8|—|—|—=]—=|—| 7| 8| Li—{—
- 3. Convulsions 18} — | — 1 4 4 3 2 1 I 1 1]—|— 6 5 T | = =
4. Diarrhoea .. ===l == === === === |=1— =
4a. Enteritis .o N TR S U I I (o R B B el el Tl Bt Bt Bl Bl B B
5. Tetanus .. il -l = ===~ |—] Y= =]} 1 |—| ] =]~
6. Bronchitis <. il ==} ==~
7. Pneumonia .. ===l ===]=l— ===} |—i=1 "1~ =
8. Other Causes .. i =] =} =] -] =} B = —]— 5| —| —{—|—
B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. ’ )
1. Prematurity .. ot | ===~ === = =1
> 2. Debility .. 45l =1 —1 2] —1 8 1 6121} .5| — 2l — i 31812 7 2 3
~ .3. Convulsions .. el =1 1l 1)12] 9|11 | —j10]| 5] 1| 2]—| 2j29(12| 6} 2} 1
4. Diarrhoea .. vl 8l —| =i —1} 1 2| | —| | — = —=}— 1 1l =7 1) =] =
4a. Enteritis . disl 1] =] —]= 4| 1| 8} 8! 38| —|—|] L 2| 9|—1} 29 1}—
5. Tetanus .o I T (ORI R U R S N 1 — — e = — | — | — 1} =} —
6. Bronohitis e - o el= =] 1] 2]=|=1—=] 2] L|—|—}—— 21 12 1] —
7. Pneumonia .. J1rl—=1—=1 1 1{ 8| 3| —] 8| 1} —| —}—|—|10| 3] 2 1 1
8. Other Causes .. et 2] —}—f 2{—1} 3 5 3 6 17 81 1] — 21|10 7 4 1| —
f1.—Genera! Mortality (1 Year and
_over) . - ..|eeol 4| 321 |50}70 |40 230|108 | 45 | 32 | 57| 5| 27 (335 |149 | 103( 17 | 24
1. Plague .. S desl —1—1| 3] of 1| —| 6| 8] 7| 1|83]—| 1|12|26] 200 —| 6
2. Smallpox e . .. 8t ===~ =] -] = — 3 1]~ 2=} —1=1—
3. Chickenpox .. AR ot (S VS U R UV JPNULS DG RS G L e I ol Bl B Bl BEonlll Bt
. 4. Measles .- -l -] === =] === = === =1
. 5. Influenza .. iogl—1 2| —1 8| —1| 1| 8| 6 4| 3| 2]—| 2|10 6|-8]—| 2
6. Pyrexia or Fever : v gl —l =] 2| =] — =] 1= =} =11 2]l 1| —|—
7. Enteric Fever.. el 20] — | — | 2 2 5 1|9} — | —| 1l — 1113 2| 2 1 1
.~8. Malaria .o . 5l —| — ] — 1 |l —j ] — | — [ — o2 — | —1 4 1| —=1 —=] —
9.  Malarial Cachexia gl —j=l—j—=1 1l 2]t} 1|=|—=]—=}—]—] 2] 2|—i— |}
10. Cholera . b= === === ==~ |=|= ]| === |
11. Diarrhcea .o 18— | —|— | 3 9 3| — 1 1) — 1) — 2 9 (] 1} — | —
11a. Enteritis . .. At | —|—=1—1| 3| 1]16] B8} 2] 2} 2} 1| 1|20} &5 3] 1| —
12. Dysentery .o : el 24— — | — 2! 3| — 12 1 1 5| — | — 14} 13 T7{—1— 3
13. Anochylostomiasis or Dochmi , . .
Duodenalis .. S B =t =) === 4 1| | | = — | — 4| — 1| =] —
14. Cancer .o R Y J [ R e A A 5 1| | e | =] —T & 1| — | — ] —
15. Phthisis .o : ..} 68| —< — | 3 3|11 8|21} 9| 6] 8 1§—77 13124 7 2| —
6 Other Tuberoulous Diseases ..] 8 — | — | — | —| 1| —| & 2} —) —|—}— 1] 4] 2 1| — 1 —
17. Anmmia .e el 2= -] 1]|—]|—|— 1| —] =] — | —f—f—] 1} — 1| —i—
18. Diabetes Mellitus deole|l—-|=]l=l=l—] 2]|—=]|—|—]|=}—|—|—} Y |—1|— 1
19, Convulsions .. el —|—|—={ 2| 1| 2/—| 2| 6] 1|]—|—|—| 4] 81 4/ 3 —
20. Tetanus Ces el B—|—1—1] 1 1= 2| —|—]|—)—|=] 8| 2|—|—|—
21. Bronchitis 12— = -] 4| — 2 3 1{ 1 1| —§ ~— 1,1 4 3 4| | —
22. Pneumonia .. .78 8} — 1 1 7 413518 | 2 1 6|l —| 14319 8 2 8
23. Other Diseases of the Respira- ’ . .
tory System : el == == 1 2 5 1| —f — |~ - — 4 3 2| = | —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis| 20 | — | — 1 "1 2 1 316 3 1 1 11—} 1] 19 ] 3| — | —
25. Puerperal Eclampsia del—=]==T—=|=]—=1 2|=|—1—1—| 1 1=} = — | —
26. Puerperal Septio®mia - 8= — ] = 1| - il 5] 1| —}|—|—)—1|—] 6] 1 1| — ] —
27. Miscarriage .. ) 1=l === === ===~
28 Other undefined ‘Accidents of| —_
Childbirth .. ool el i<l vy =y | == — 8} 2|—]|—
20, Stadvation .. 2| D L —j = === === == ===~
36, Aocoidents or Negligence duul—t—=l—l1}—=|—jBB|—{—]=]—1— | 9| 2| 2| —| ¢
31, Homicide .. el === == 1|=|=| === Y|—=|— ||}
82. Suicide .. S el == ===y === Y= 1
83. Exeoxtion ... el =] =|—=|—] 2|=I=|—]=1|ZI|3 1} —|—1—=
34. Al Other Causes 18751 — | 1} 8 9|22|156(62.|45 (13| 7| & 313106 12382 8 2

-+ Two deaths from Cerebral Compression, and 1 each from Congenital Defor.mity, Syphilis, and- z.&telectasis.
§ Four desths from Influenza, 3 from Syphilis, 2 each from Thrush, Gastritis, Worms, and Scabies, and 1 each from Starva-

ion, Rickets, Chorea, Dysente-y, Continued Fever, Burns, Septicemia, Sores, and Nephritis. . . .
tion 1 Here are included 37 deaths from Olg Age, 17 from Debility, 14 from Marasmus, 13 from Paralysis, 9 from Rlck_etg and 8

each from Worms and Peritonitis. .

JH- B COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.



