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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN ' THE
MONTH OF JANUARY, 1921. o

.. REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL. ,

THIs report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclalmed under sectlons 31—36

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. . Wl
Births. : o T f

- 2. The number of blrths reglstered was 1,813 (945 males and 868 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate
of 3134 per 1,000, against 3021 in the precedmg month, 27-99 in the correspondmg month of 1920, and 31- 78 the
average for the corresponding months-since 1911. The rate ranged from 1791 in Lunugala to 6099 in Moratuwa.’

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 626 (322 males and 304 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate of 2415 per 1,000, against 24°91 in the preceding month, 2251 in the correspond.mg month of 1920,
and 26°63 the average for the correspondmg months since 1911.  The ra,te ranged from 1246 in Kollupitiya to 36- 99
in Wellawatta.

Deaths. - .

4. Thetotal deaths reglstered during the month numbered 2,508 (1,393 males and 1,115 females). There were 1,937
deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 3650 per 1,000, against 35°26 in the preceding
month, 36:63 in the corresponding month of 1920, and 33-73 the average for the month of January m each year smce
1911. The rate ranged from 15630 in Anuradhapura-to 1153 in Nuwara Eliya.
: 5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 851 (495 males and 356 females) There were 761 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 34-05 per 1,000, against 3525 in the precedmg month, 3456 in the ’
correspondmg month of 1920, and 2984 the average for the month of January in each year since 1911. Excludmg the
Fort and the Pettah Wards the rate ranged from-31-55 in New Bazaar to 1034 in Kollupitiya.. ..

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 109 (62 males and 47 females), as a.gamst 114 in the precedmg month.

Infant Mortality.
‘7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 315 per’ 1 000 blrths regxstered durmg the
twelve months eénded January 31, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the-rate was 280,
against 291 in the preceding month 254 in the corresponding month of 1920, and 273 the average for the correspondmg
months since 1911.
8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 342 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ended January 31, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 837,
against 335 in the preceding month 226 in the correspondmg month of 1920, and 269-the average for the correspondmg
months since 1911.
Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 11 per cent. of the total deaths was due, Debility ca.used
.10 per cent., Convulsions and Enteritis 7 per cent. each, Dysentery, Diarrheea, Malarie and Malarial Cachexia, Phihisis,
and Anckylostomaszs 5 per cent. each, Bright's Disease and N ephritis 4 per cent., Enteric Fever, Prematurity, and Influenza
2 per cent. each, and Bronchitis and Puerperal Septiceemia 1 per cent. each. '

10. In Colombo too the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 12 per cent. of the deaths was due,
Debility caused 10 per cent., Phthisis and Convulsions 9 per cent. each, Plague 6 per cent., Enteritis 5 per cent., Influenza
and Enteric Fever 4 per cent each, Bright's Bisease and Nephritis, Dysentery, and Anchylostomwszs 3 per cent. each,
Diarrhea 2 per cent., and Bro'nchzt'b.s and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 1 per cent. each

11. Fifty-five deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against 65 in the preceding month and 26
in the corresponding month of 1920.. One death from Smallpox was also. registered in Colombo.

12.  Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which
183 cases were reported (172 in Colombo), Chickenpoz followed with 118 cases (69 in Colombo, 17 in Kandy, 8 in
Anuradhapura, 6 in Ratnapura), Enteric Fever 102 (68in Colombo, 13 in Moratuwa), Plague 66 (in Colombo), Measles 45
(30 in Colombo, 8 in Ratnapura), Continued Fever 35 (24 in Colombo, 5 in Moratuwa), Smallpox 10 (in Colombo),
Dysentery 8 (4 in Puttalam), Diphtheria 4 (in Colombo), and Mumps 2 (1 in 'Colombo and 1 in Kandy). -

o Meteorology.
13. Rainfall. —Trincomalee recorded the hlghest rainfall (24-52 mches), followed by Kalmunai (23-64 inches).
In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 2012 inches in Batticaloa to 2- 83 in Matara. Colombo recorded 7+55 inches.
14. Te\mperature —The mean temperature varied from 59°2° in Nuwara Eliya to 80 2° in Ratnapura, and was
79 +8° in Colombo.
15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables IIT. and IV. for the city of Colombo,
in the Appendlx o

N. W MORGAPPAH,
for Reglstrar-GeneraI.

(1)

Registrar-General’s Office,
Colombo, February 24, 1921.
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, _ ( 6 ) .
" Table IV.—Causes of Deaths ‘registered dﬁring the Month of J. anuary; 1921, in each Ward and of each Race

in the City of Colombo.:
L Wards, : L . Deaths among all Races.
. : |o |
8- >
AE N |
2y |=
Causes of Death. -g 2 5 .| & (5 § .
) . o= . FREERAE Bl é| 4 .
3 S0 B a4 g (a8 § > 8 5 ilg
, ?5 g 5| 8 E g ,g .ghi i E E E‘ 2| % ;| g .
s |3 5152 s EEs\2(5 4|82 18 § & %
sgleld|g |2 d|z|s®@ |28 | M EBE|]a|R|Ba|a 2|58
All Causes 8511 2! 524|174 118 | 77 1241-/1563 | 62 | 48 | 47| 4 | 38 {407 |187 157 | 22 | 86
1. —Intantile Mortality 211 — | 2| 8121(36(22|29(57|19| 9 8§} — | 8104|3751 9| 2
" 4.—One Week and under. _ )
1. Prematarity .. g6l === =] —|— 1l —1 2 2 1]—| — 2 2 Qe | —
2. Debility . e 22 — | — 3 4 3 1 5 5 1|{—(—f1—=1{ 1 9 71 8= |—
3. Convulsions .. Juap—1—11 1] 58 4| —| 2| —|—1| 1|—{|— 5] 4 5§ — | —
.4, Diarrhea .o d— === =] === -} =]~ = = =] =]~
4a. Enteritis J—1—-l=|=- -] | === = -] - === = — ] —
.5. Tetanus . : - - - - == =] =] = — =] =] = - 85— =] e |
6. Bronchitis .e R e el e e e B B A B I Bl B Il Bl o
7. Pneumonia ¢ Rt Bl R e e B e I Rl B e el e B Bl B I A I
8, Other Causes .. - === 2| 1| =] —f == 8| = ===
B.—Over 1 Week and undeor 1 Year- ;
L. Prematurity .. s - - - | === — = — =] — | —m | = | — | — | =] —
2. Debility .. el 41— | —| 1} 4/10] 83| 1]16] 4] 1 21— | 8j20f 5|12 1| —
3. Convulsions Jag]{— | 1le2| 6| 5| 8|—|2| a| 2| —}—| 2|20f 7[17]| 2| —
4. Diarrhea Tl—1l—=1l1]| 2 2| 1|——}—|—| 1)]—|—| ¢4]—7 2|—1]1
4a. Enteritis .. J16]—f—|—=|—( 3{ 2 8 4| v | v|—{—1{ 1{ 90| 3| 1] 1|1
5. Tetanus .e W= == — == = 1] e =] —| 1| || —= | —
8. Bronochitis .o ol 3 -] — - = = - 1 1| — 1 — ) — | — 1| — |} — 2|
7. Pneumonia . o198 — 1/ — | 2] ¢ 1 3| 4 3| —| 2] — | 118 3 1 1| —
8 Other Causes .. il — | — | —| 2] 4| 2]11| 4] 4| 2| 2]—|— 17| 6| 6| 2| —
II.—General Mortality (1 Year and ]
over) .o ../640] 2 3 |16 |53 {82 |56 212 | 96| 43 { 39 | 39| 4 | 80 {303 {150 [106 | 18 | 34
1. Plague .. 85— v 21y11| 8] 3! 71 4] 5} 119} —|—|18j190}18) —| 2
2. Smallpox . .o N B B e B B R R e el el el 1| —|— 1—| =] =] —
3. Chickenpox .. . = -]l -] ===} -] =] = =)= —=| = -} = =] —
4. Measles .e el =] === == =] =] = =] =] =] —
5. Influenza . .. w29}y —!l—1} 1} 8| —| 4| B} 6| 2| —| 3] — | 1j14| 9| 4| —1 1
6. Pyrexia or Fever - o 6l—l—| -] =} =] — =1 6} =] — —]—{— 3 2 1| — | —
7. Enterioc Fever.. .. 32 — 1} — 4 5 2114 3| — 3 — 1 6|19 2 4| — | —
8. Malaria os L Bl — 11— 1| — 1 — 3l —| =t —] — ] — 3 2| —|— ] —
9. Malarial Cachexia el 4} —l—t =t =] —=|—11 3| —| = —§—| — 1 3| —|—|—
10. Cholera .. e —— |- -] - = -] === === =] —| —
11, Diarrhoea .o 12— | — | — | — 3 3 4 2| -} —t—=7]— 1 4 3 3| — 1
1la. Enteritis .o : e 26 — | — 1 1 5 212 2 2 1| —]— 2 9 8 8| — 1
12. Dysentery .. . . e 20— —({—| 3! 3| 2{ 4| 3| 1| 4|—§ 1| —( 9[20]—|—|—=
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius .
Duodenalis .. - ief 22 )~ — | — | — 1| — 119 2| —f—| —=1—1 1112 6 1) — 2
14. Cancer ve vl 2] — == —=|— 1 1| — |- | =] —|—1— 2|l = =] —.
15, Phthlsis - . .e] 73 1) — 2 5|10 9| 26 8 7 7| —f§— 6| 41 9 ] 3 8.
16.. Other Tuberculous Diseases .. 3| — | — | — | — | — | — 1 1 1 —| ——|—1! 2 1| — [ =—| —
17. Anmmia .. el 2l - =] -] === =] 1| ==} 1}=|—] 2| =] —]—} —
18, Diabetes Mellitus ol 2 1| === 1|~ === — == —] 2= ===
19. Convulsions .. sef 11 | — | — 1| —111 1] — 4 2 1 1) —|— 6 1 4| — | —
20, Tetanus . el 4} —|— 1 — 1| —|—] 8| —| —}—| =1 —]— 2. — 1) — 1
21, Bronchitis .. L Tl == 1 2| 2| —| 2| —|—|—|—1—|—] 3| 2 11— 1
22. Pneumonia .. .o} 90 | — 1 1 518 7135111 7 7 1 1 2|44 20| 14 1 8
23, Other Diseases of the_ Respira- : .
tory System T ol Bl —|—j 1| =] == 2|—{—] 2] ¥ }—]—]| &4 —={—|—] L
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis| 22 | — | — | — 1| 4 1j14}- 2| —{ — | —}F— 1(11 7 1 — 2
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ol 2} — | —|— | = —|— 2| —|—|—{—1—|— 1 1| —|—1—
26. Puerperal Septioemia - 8= = - 1| —(— 2 1 3 Y| -] —— 2 2 3 1} —
27. rriage .. JRUY (RN [N NI (NSNS (U N QU G P N [ R R el el el e Rl B
28. .Other undefined Aeccidents of] —
Childbirth .. ol 8t —f—|—]| — 1 1| — 6| —|{— | —f§—|— 4 1 27 1} —
29. Starvation .. ] —_ == - = =] =] ===} = === — | —|—
30. Accidents or Negligence Jroj—|—l—}—] 2| =1 7| V| =] —]| Y]—|—1! 4} 2| —|—| 4
31. -Homicide . e =l - -] —=l == =] =] | — ] = = | = —
32, Suicide L e e 1 | — = | e e =] 1 = — ] - — ] = 1| —| —| —| —
33. Execxtion .. == -] <= 1= = =)= =] V===
34. All Other Causes 171yl — 1 —1 6}11 2619483013 183]11) 1|10 |82(38|37] 7| 2

* One death from C‘ongen.it‘tad Deformity, 1 from Atelectasis, and 1 from Influenza.
1 Seven deaths from Syphilis, 4 from Ridkets, 3 from Dysentery, 2 each from Nephritis, Thrush, Gastritis, Influenza, and Heart
Disease, and 1 each from Septicemia, Meningitis, Peritonitis, Diptheria, Dochmius, Intestinal Obstruction; and Worms.
1 Here are included 43 deaths from Old Age, 18 from Debility, 16 from Worms, 14 from Paralysis, and 12 from Rickets.

H. R. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.



