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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF MARCH, 1921. ’ .

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

Tu1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,628 (834 males and 794 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate
of 2814 per 1,000, against 29°97 in the preceding month, 2656 in the corresponding month of last year, and 2975 the
average for the corresponding months since 1911, The rate ranged from 1089 in Nuwara Eliya to 65°086 in Chilaw.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 541 (271 males and 270 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate of 20° 87 per 1,000, against 22 *85in the preceding month, 2239 in the corresponding month of last year,
and 2466 the average for the corresponding months since1911. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards,
ranged from 7-95 in Kollupitiya to 3759 in Wellawatta.

-

Deaths.

4. Thetotal deathsregistered during the month numbered 2,282 (1,216 males and 1,066 females), There were 1,788
deaths of residents intowns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 33°69 per 1,000, against 37°23 in the preceding
month, 28:27 in the corresponding month of last year, and 28°86 the average for the month of March in each year
since 1911. The rate ranged from 11632 in Anuradhapura to 853 in Hatton and Dikoya.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 714 (384 males and 330 females). There were 617 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual stendardized rate of 2761 per 1,000, against 3225 in the preceding month, 22 -87 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 2621 the average for the month of Marchin each yearsince 1911. Excluding the
Fort and the Pettah Wards, the rate ranged from 2581 in New Bazaar to 610 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 180 (73 males and 57 females), as against 122 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.

7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 263 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ended March 31, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 264
as against 295 in the preceding month, 233 in the corresponding month of last year, and 222 the average for the corre-
sponding months since 1911,

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 258 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ended March 31, 1921, Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 294, as
against 318 in the preceding month, 238 in the corresponding month of last year, and 235 the average for the correspond-
ing months since 1911,

Causes of Death.

9. The highest mortality was from Preumonria, to which 12 per cent. of the total deaths was due, Debility caused
8 per cent., Convulsions 7 per cent., Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 6 per cent., Dysentery, Enteritis, Anchylostomiasis,
Driarrhoa,and Phihisis b per cent. each, Bright's Disease and Nephritis 4 per cent., Enteric Fever 3 per cent., Prematurity
Bronchitis, Puerperal Septicamia, and Influenza 2 per cent. each, and Pyrexia 1 per cent.

10. In Colombo too the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 11 per cent. of the deaths,
Convulsions caused 10 per cent., Debility, 9 per cent., Phthisis, 7 per cent. Enieritis, §per cent., Enteric Fever, Bright's
Disease and Nephritis, and Plague, 4 per cent. each, Dysentery, 8 per cent., Bronchitis, Anchylostomiasis, Influenza, and
Diarrheea, 2 per cent. each, and Molaria and Malarial Cachexia and Puerperal Septiceemiv, 1 per cent. each. N

11. Twenty-seven deaths from Plague were registered (26 in Colombo and 1 in Moratuwa), as against 53 in the
preceding month and 3 in the corresponding month of last year. .

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chickenpox, of
which 206 cases were reported (149 in Colombo, 18 in Nuwara Eliya, 8 in Kandy, 7 in Galle, 7 in Chilaw), Phthisis
followed with 126 ceses (110 in Colombo, 5 in Galle), Enferic Fever 73 (45 in Colombo,11 in Moratuwa, 6 in Galle, bin
Batticaloa), Continued Fever 49 (31 in Colombo, 12 in Moratuwa), Measles 41 (35 in Colombo), Plague 28 (in Colombo),
Dysentery 5 (3 in Weligama), Diphtheria 2 (1 in Colombo and 1 in Kandy), Mumps 2 (in Colombo), Whooping Cough 1
(in Colombo). .

Meteorology.

13. Rainfall.—Kegalla rgcorde(_ﬂ. the highqsp rainfall (7-29 inches), followed by Ratnapura (679 inches). In

other towns it ranged from 6 *48 inches in Nawalapitiyato 0:06 of aninch in Mullaittive, Colombo recorded 4°90 inches.

14. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 57°5° in Nuwara Eliya to 83°6°in Trincomalee, and was
80 9° in Colombo.
. 15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables IT1. and IV. for the city of Colombo,
m the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, F. BARTLETT,
Colombo, April 22, 1921, Registr&r—GeneraL
(1)
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* Here are included 125 deaths from Old Age, 71 from Debility, 69 from Totesimal Parasites, and 22 from Paralysis.




Table I11.—Number of Births and Deaths registered during the Month of March, 1921, and the Deaths of Children under One Year, and their Proportion per 1,000

of the Registered Births, together with the Average Birth- and Death-rates for March, 1911 o 1920, in each Ward of the City of Colombo.
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Kollupitiya j 25,410 44,430 | 13 17 30 1 31 4] 15 10| 25 2 | 23 7:95 6-10 | 10°13 | — 3 | 100 i 9L
Wellawatta ; 13,223 19,419 . 28| 34, 62 2| 1 f 3y 17| 20 37 1 { 36t 3750 21-83 | 26-10§) — 10 ﬁ 161 | 169
. { { { !
* The sity-rate is worked differently from the ward-rates, and takes into

death-rates cannot be calounlated.

account events in hospitals, &o., not assignable to wards.

f For explanation of the *‘standardized death-rate ’ see note g, Table I. The population of the several wards of the city not being available by age-and sex-constitution, their standardized

I The population of these two wards being a fluctuating one, their population cannot be estimated to the middle of 1921. Henoe the Census figures are Tetained.
§ Average for the raonths of March, 19131920,



Table [V.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of March, 1921, in each Ward and of each Race

(6 )

in the City of Colombo.

[ Wards, Deaths among all Races.
[ - ] 1 o :
e =0 ‘
18 l { 215 |
2 ; 2332 i
Causes of Death. e g | | & (%E| |
513 4 Hi123 914 1 .1
319 a4 § sigg &2 18 4
Sl181la1213) 8 CRELICHRIE- S-S N N
518 e8! RigiBule Ela{eisl9 2 8|8 E
HEHEE IR I I I
slald &la di=2 (8@ & dlefs & & &5 |33
Ali Causes ..f714 1] 8 J( 19 51 ( 84 | 63 ;247 121 J 58 | 26 ’ 37| 4 ‘[ 25 (367 ¥148 105 | 84 | 31
' ' ! | : i
Fol N |
L—Infantile Mortallty 69| — | 2] 516312719 38] 18] 3 I 10| —| 8|66|36 32|13] 4
A.—One Wesk and under. ‘ f ] i : ! |
1. Prematarity .. 4= === 3 === 1= 1! 2 J 1| — ] —| —
2. Debility y” Bl—1—= -—{ 3’ 1) 1y—1( 21| 4 l’ 1 --{-——- 3! 4{ 4| 2| —
3. Convulsions Hi—— 1 4] 1 T 2 - — =] —1—{—<] 38! a4l 5] 1] 1
4. Diarrhea o =0 J il B ] —_—— |~ ===~ -] | =~ —
4a. Enteritis STl Bt el Rl B et Bt Bl et el et Bl Bl Bt et Bl Bt el e
3. Tetanus -l — ] —_— = 1 === == ==
6. Bronchitis —_-q{ l el e B R e e e e el e e R e e e
7. Pneumonia — - === = === == — | - ’ RO, (U | N —
8. Other Causes .. 2% — ’ | — — { —_— | — P — 1 — 1 — [ 1 ’ [ 1 I R
B.—Qver 1 Week and under 1 Year. ; l ] \ 1 ! } | i
I. Prematuriby .. o] — »—-]—~ —_— == == = = = - _.]_.l_,._.__g_
2. Debility 4Bl — = —{—=i 5, 2 6 x 110 61 1/ —{—: 2012 7| 6| 4| —
3. Convaulsions Jaed— 21 2 70 5] 8] 2113 21 1| 2]—~!—121] 9l10! 2 |2
¢. Diarrhees 48— — 1——\—-‘—- -1 —-—qil ...]111|_,_ 1) ~ | —
4a. Enteritis a9l == 23— = 2 = -~ ] [ I B Y
5. Tetanus — —_] e — | - -’— — = === = == ] —
6. Bronchitis 3| — | — | —| =1 2 J — = - 1| — | —1— 1 |1 1| e | — ] —
7. Preumonia et —1 11 1) 5] 3 2 ‘ 4 ——: gl—| 1!/l 3] 3] 1]—
8. Other Causes ., AT - = 1 = —-} 3 4!‘ 71 2 — | —f—] 2i106] 2] 3| — —
{ | . , | . |
II.—General Mortality (1 Year an ] 1 ; | ]
over) 8881 1 8 1435 63 | 36 228 ] 83|40 22 27| 4|17 301|112 |78 | 21 | 27
1. Plague 26f ) 4, 1| 1) 1 1{ 1| 1) 2 1/ 13)~|— 18 4] 6 —| 3
2, Smallpox el el B B B e B e B B B R _._]’%___.___
3. Chickenpox J=]—]=l~1 =] == === ==~ = == =] —
4. Meansles d—=l—=l=~=|—=l==|= — - == - = e =
5. Influenza 13— —] 1] 4] 2/ 2} 2] —1 1} 1 —)=1ct! 4l 3] 4| 1|1
6. Pyrexia or Fever Bl—|—|—1i 1]~ i — = 4= = e 3 1 1 -
7. Enteric Fever.. 288 —t— | 1| 2| 3, 1|14} 4 \‘ 2 — | tf—| 11151 5) 3| —1| 4
8. Malaria . Tl—] =1~ 1| 2=~ 2]—] 2 —| ] 1= 2 3( 1{— | —
8, Malarial Cachexis 2l | =] === =] 2| === ==~ 1| =1 1 ==
18. GCholera . e Bt Bl Bat B — e e e | e e | e |
1i. Diarrhoea 9~ ==~ 4| —] 4] — J — | ] —3—=1 1 7] 1= =]
114, Enteritis L24 — = 1| 2]—{18] 4] 2| — | —}—|—110 720 2] 3
12. Dysentery .. e 21 — -1 1! 3] 1| 9, 4 J 2] 1)l —]—| <17 | 6 el 31| 3
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius 3 ‘ > | l,
Duodenalis .. B === =] =4 1 == 12| 2] 1]~ —
14. Cancer o 6= ==~ == =15 1[——-(— — == 4] 2= =
15. Phthlsis . 83 — |~ —] 1| 8, 5|28] 6! 2. 8] —1—1 1138 8. 5| 2| 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases - == =1 =] 1= i — = === — : e — ] —
i7. Ansmia .. 1 ———)—- — == =~ — == = 1= — =] =
18. Diabetes Mellitus 2 | =~ 1| =] =] 1= === 1= 1]~
19. Convulsions Ml =i 1] 3 4 1) 2y — 8] 2] 2] —1—1| 1] 4i 1 8] 1] 1
20. Tetanus 4t~ ==l == 3| === == —! 4 \ —_t e | — | —
21. Bronchitis Bl —l—=]—=i 2] 1] ¢) 1]—=1 41 —| 1{—"'—~1 6| 3" 4)— | —
22. Pneumonia .. L6l — 1 f 2 2 i 9 3] 34 71 1] — 21— 343116 3 1 7
23 Other Diseases of the Respira-| \ i |
tory System .. — === i ] 2| 5~ === —| 2! 4] 1=
24. Bright's Disease and Nephritis| 27 | — | — | 1| —| 21 1/14| 4| 3| 1| 1{— — 16" 7| 2| 1
25. Puerperal Eclampsia = = = 1 == = = = e =] -
2¢. Puerperal Septicmmia il Tl L = L B~ =] 21— =1 4] 2 1| — —
27. Misearriage ., e | e = = e = = = — | — |~ | —
28. Other undefined Accidents of ;" |
Childbirth ., sl = 1 == == 2 -~ =
46, Statvation .. QLI RS SO RN (DU IO IO (DU el IV DI ey QU RS p I O N
30. Accidents or Negligence Sl = 1~ =] =] 7] 1] —] 1} 1]—]— 8 2| l|—~]|—
31. Homicide .. 1 gl —t—|—{ 1] 2|—| 2| 1|~ —|=}—|—1 8][—| 1|~ —
32, Suiside . L ST (U S IO (N ORI AN I U IUU B T (NN S T U S A A
33. Execution ., gl ===l =] 8] =l =1 —=1=1= 3 IR R S
34. All Other Causes Js2g 1 — ) 6|14 21 1462|3217 20 5f 3| 996 134127 10 i 3
1 H

* One death from Ateloctagis and 1 from A -xi i i i int epit
sphyxia by being accidentally dropped into & cesspib. .
¥ Two deaths each from Worms, Syphilis, Dyseyntery, and Pyrexia, and 1 each from Rickets, Starvation, Dochmius, Cerebral,

Coneussion, Sores, Jaundice,

Heart Disease, and 8 from Rickets.

¢ 3 Nephritis, Strangulati f Bowels, and Influenza.
{ Here are included 35 de?aths from Orllgu A Detitt

Age, 17 from Debility, 14 from Worms, 13 from Marasmus, 11 from Paralysis, 8 from

H. B. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.



