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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE * 
MONTH OF APRIL, 1921.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. • * *>.
Births. ,

2. The number of births registered was 1,643 (850 males and 793 females), and was equivalent to an annuuifi'ate 
of 29 ■ 35 per 1,000, against 28 * 14 hr the preceding month, 25 • 20 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27-63 tha 
average for the corresponding months since 1911. The rate ranged from 10 "42 in Vavuniya to 61 *63 in Chilaw. '*

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 603 (301 males and 302 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 24 • 03 per 1,000, against 20 * 87 in the preceding month, 21 • 69 in the corresponding month of last year,, 
and 22 ■ 42 the average for the corresponding months since 1911. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, 
ranged from 5'48 in Kollupitiya to 38 "97 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered2,067 (l,124males and 943 females). There were 1 ,^ 9  

deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 31 • 13 per 1,000, against 33 • 69 in the preceding 
month, 25'13 in the corresponding month of last year, and 26*71 the average for the month of April in each year* 
since 1911. The rate ranged from 86*30 in Mullaittivu to I2*24in Ratnapura.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 718 (426 males and 292 females). There were 625'deaths of 
residonte, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of £8 *90 per 1,000, against 27 *61 in the preceding month, 21 *28 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 24*28 the average for the month of April in each year since 1911. The rate, 
exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 27*93 in Saa Sebastian to 7*94 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 124 (61 males and 63 females), as against 130 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 263 per 1,000 births registered during the- 

twelve months ended April 30, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 256, 
as against 264 in the preceding month, 223 in the corresponding month of last yen:, and 225 the average for the corre
sponding months since 1911.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a  rate of 281 per 1,000 births registeredduring the 
twelve months ended April 30, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 280, 
against 294 in the preceding month, 244 in the corresponding month of last year, and 244 the average for the correspond - 
ing months since 1911.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which II per cent, of the total deaths was due, Debility and

Convulsions caused 8 per cent. each, Anchylostomiasis and Dysentery 6 per cent, each, Enteritis, Malaria and Malarial 
Cachexia, Phthisis and Diarrhoea, 5 per cent, each, Bright's Disease atid Nephritis4per cent.,Enteric Fever, Influenza, and 
Bronchitis, 2 per cent, each, and Prematurity and Puerperal Septicaemia, 1 per cent. each. ' *

10. In Colombo too the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, which” caused 12 per cent, of the deaths,^
Convulsions caused 11 per cent., Debility, 9 per cent.. Phthisis, 8 per cent. Dysentery, 5 per cent., Enteritis, Enteric Fever, 
and Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 4 per cent, each, Bronchitis, Influenza, Diarrhoea, and Anchylostomiasis, 3 per cent, 
each, and Prematurity, Plague, and Puerperal Septicaemia, 1 per cent. each. . *

11. Nine deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against 27 in the preceding month and 3 in the
corresponding month of last year. One death from Smallpox, 1 from Chickenpox, and 1 from Measles were also 
registered in Colombo.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chickenpox, of 
which 210 cases were reported (145 in Colombo, 22 in Nuwara Eliya, 21 in Kandy, 7 in Moratuwa), Phthisis followed 
with 155 cases (145 in Colombo), Enteric Fever 64 (44 in Colombo), Measles 36 (30 in Colombo), Continued Fever 30 (14 
in Colombo. 7 in Moratuwa, 5 in Kandy), Dysentery 11 (8 in Moratuwa), Plague 8 (in Colombo), Diphtheria 3 (1 in 
Colombo, 1 in Moratuwa, and 1 in Kandy), Mumps 3 (1 in Colombo, 1 in Nuwara Eliya, and 1 in Amu adhr.pura), Acute 
Diarrhoea 1 (in Moratuwa), Smallpox 1 (in Colombo), and Whooping Cough 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall.—Kalutara recorded the highest rainfall (34*93 inches), followed by Ratr.apura (19*33 inches). 

In other towns it ranged from 18 *57inches inGalleto 1*78 inches in Mullaittivu. Colombo recorded 8*97 inches.
14. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 60 * 6° in Nuwara Eliya to 85 * 0° in Jaffna, ancl was 81*7° 

in Colombo.
15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, 

in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, * ( *r Forrest,
Colombo, May 19, 19*21. Acting Registrar-General.
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Table IV .—Causes of D eaths registered during the M onth of A pril, 1921, in  each Ward and of eaoh -Race
in the C ity of Colombo. '

| Wards. Deaths among all Races.

I <6 I £  %
1  2 l aO P6* °* *o 3

Causes of Death. i  |  4 „• JS 8 |  -d

s l j_ J_j_ a l [ l  j 1  >a s _i «a I a i_j_.j_.v
All Causes ..7 1 8  — 5 88 58 106 57 212 126 56 38 32 8 29 387 138 118 20 23 ‘

I . —Infantile MortilUy ..169  — — 14 14 28 24 16 36 17 9 11 — 11 81 30 36 5 6
4 .—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity . .  9 — — 1 — 2 — ? ~Z l  *  ̂ 1 A 4 —■
2. Debility . .  . . 1 9  — — 2 2 1 2 3 7 2 ■ ■ — 12 3 4 -"
3. Convulsions . .  . . 1 5  — — 3 2 2 -  5 1 2 — ! — 7 2 4 1 1
4. Diarrhoea ..  • • — — — — — ~ !  — — — —
4a. Enteritis .. . .  — — — — — — — — — — j — — — — —
5. Tetanus .. •• — — — — — — — — | — — — — — —
8. Bronchitis . .  • • — — — — — — — '— j — — — — —
7. Pneumonia ..
8. Other Causes.. . . 4 * — — — — — — - 1 — — 1 — ! l  1 1 — — 1

£,—Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear.
1. Prematurity . .  • • — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —1
2. Debility .. . .  25 — — — — 6 4 4 6 3 1 1 — 1 14 0 4 — —
3. Convulsions . . 41 — — 3 7 9 1 1  — 6 2 3 — — 2 19 3 14 — 3 - .
4. Diarrhoea .,  . . 2  — — — 1 — 1 — — — — — — — 1 — 1 — —
4a. Enteritis . . .  . . 1 4  — — — — 2 — 2 3 6 — 1 —- 1- 5 1 4 3 —
5. Tetanus . .  1 — — 1 — — — — — — — — — — — — 1 — —
6. Bronchitis . . 1 1  — — 1 — 4 1 — 4 — — 1 — 2 8 — — — 1
7. Pneumonia . . 1 7  — — 1 2 3 2  — 4 1 2 2  — 1 6 8 1  1 —
8. Other Causes . .  . .  I lf  — — 2 — 1 1 2 — 1 2 2 — 2 4 2 3 — —

II. —General Mortality (1 Year and
over) .. ..5 4 9  — 5 19 44 78 33 196 90 39 24 21 8 18 306 108 77 15 17 .

1. Plague ..  . . 9  — — — — 2 — 2 1 2 — 2 — — _  3 4 1 1
2. Smallpox ..  . . 1 — — — — — — — — — 1 — — 1 — — — —
3. Chiokenpox . ,  . . 1  — — — — 1 — — — — — — — — 1 —, — —
4. Measles . .  . . 1  — — ‘ — ~7 ~  * — — — — — — 1 — — — —
5. Influenza . .  • • 18 — — 3 1 2 6 . 1 3  1 1 — 1 7  1 8 1  —
6. Pyrexia or Fever . . 5  — — “  * ~  * o ~ 7  — T  —‘ — 3 1 — — 1
7. Enteric Fever,. . .  29 — — 1 2 2 2 15 2 4 — 1 — 2 20 3 1 — 3'
8. Malaria . .  . 3  — 1 t *”  ~7 1 ‘ — 2 — — 1 —
9. Malarial Cachexia . . 2  — — I 4 — — — 1 — — 1

10. Cholera . .  . .  — — — ~~ ~  "T ~7 ~  ~  “ — — — — ~  — —
11. Diarrhma ..  . J l 6 — — 6 4 J J 1 1 — 1 8 5 1 1 —
Ho. Enteritis . .  . .  17 — 'T “ * * } 3 * ~ “ 2 2 1 0 3 1 — 1
12. Dysentery . .  34 — 1 1 1 6 2 12 6 2 1 — — — 17 9 6 1 1
13. Anohyloetomiasis or Doohmius

Duodenalis . .  "  17 ~  I  J  I  i  I  |  J  I  I  I  H  ~  14 J  I  “
I t  M toM s :: J  -  ~  3 3 9 1 ^  « 2 4 2 -  1 3? n  4 2 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases . . 6  — 1 4 1  — — —
17. Anemia . .  •• 3 “  — ~  } i Z  ~T ~7 Z  o ~  Z  ~  l  4 l  ~  ~
16. Diabetes MaUitus . . 6  — — ~  , 1 7 s 2 ~  1 “  f  l  * ~  ~~
19. Convulsions . .  • • “ " l i l i l - i : : :  1 3 3 I  1 .
SO. Tetanus . .  5 — 2 — 1 — — 1 — — 3 2  4 — —
IV. l ^ o n t  :: :: 67 -  1 2 4 11 2 23 14 6 3 1 2 4 30 20 6 2 3
23. Other Diseases of the Respiro- __ j j j j 3 3 1  __ _ 1 __ 7 2 1 __ __
24. Brig&vTnS^SB and Nephritis 27 — — 2 — — 20 2 « — —
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . . 1  — — , __  3 2 l _  1 a __  2
26. Puerperal Septicemia . .  9 — — j 1 1 1 3 2 1 6 — 2 — —
57. Miscarriage . .  — — — — — — — —
28. Other Ttude&ned Accidents of | . « , a a

Childbirth . .  . .  4 — — i — 1 — — 2 1 — — 2 2 —
20* Starvation .. . .  1 — — — — — — * , ~  ~  —
30. Aooidents or Neeligenoe . . 7  —1 —■ — — 1 — 4 1 — — 1 — — 4 , 3  — — —
31. Homicide . .  , .    — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
32. Suicide . .  _ __ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
33. Execution ..  1__ _ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
34. *A11 Other Causes . ’.ll68} — 2 5 14 29 13 46 34 10 10 5 2 5 j 94 30 27 6 4

* Three deaths from Malformations and 1 from Atelectasis.
t Three deaths from Whooping Cough, 2 from Influenza, and 1 eaoh from Gastritis, Tuberculosis, Anchylostomiasis, Want of 

Breast Milk, Worms, and Dysentery.
t  Here are included 46 deaths from Old,Age, 21 fronr.Woiins, 20 from Debility, 10 from Marasmus, 9 from Paralysis, and 7 

from Rickets. *_»
----------------- --  ^ - 4 -  - ..... ............-  , .....

H. S. COOTXS, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.
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