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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF MAY, 1921.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed tinder sections 31 -36  

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,837 (915 males and 922 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate 
of 3 1 - 75 per 1,000, against 29• 35 in the preceding month, 2 8 "4 0  in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 2 7 ‘ 00 the 
average for the corresponding months.since 1911. The rate ranged from 10 ‘ 11 in Nuwara Eliya to 81 ‘ 90 in Mullaittiyu. -

3. In  the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 744 (369 males and 375 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 28 ■ 70 per 1,000, against 24 • 03 in the preceding m onth, 26 • 51 in the corresponding m onth of last year, 
and 21 • 94 the average for the corresponding months since 1911. The rate, exclusive of the Bort and the Pettah W ards, 
ranged from 9 '5 4  in Kollupitiya to 4 3 '6 6  in Wellawatta.

o

Deaths. ®
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,230 (1,187 males and 1,043 females). There were 

1,811 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 3 4 '1 2  per 1,000, against 31 • 13 in the 
preceding month, 2 7 '8 4  in the corresponding month of last year, and 2 6 ‘ 99 the average for the m onth of M ay in 
each year since 1911. The rate ranged from 170 ’ 19 in Trincomalee to 12 -39  in Nawalapitiya.

5. In  the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 696 (395 males and 301 females). There were 611 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 27 • 34 per 1,000, against 2 8 -9 0  in the preceding month, 2 5 '7 9  in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 25 -77  the average for the m onth of M ay in each year since 1911. The rate, 
exclusive of the Bort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 27-28  in W ellaw atta to 8 /2 2  in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 121 (66 males and 55 females), as against 124 in the preceding month.

f)
Infant Mortality.

7. The m ortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 274 per -1,000 births rejgistered during 
the twelve months ended May 31, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was1 
250, against 256 in the preceding month, 183 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 236 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1911.

8. In  the city of Colombo the m ortality of infants was equal to a rate of 294 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ended May 31,1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 249, against' 
280 in the preceding m onth, 167 in the corresponding r&onth of last year, and 268 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1911. •

Causes of Death. .
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 16 per cent, of the total deaths was due, Convulsions

and Debility caused 8 per cent. each. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Enteritis, Phthisis, Diarrhoea, and Dysentery 5 per 
cent, each, Anchylostomiasis and Influenza 4 per cent, each, Bright's Disease and Nephritis 3 per cent., and Enteric Fever, 
Puerperal Septicsemia, Prematurity, and Bronchitis, 2 per cent. each. _ j

10. In  Colombo too the highest m ortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 17 per cent, of the deaths,
Convulsions caused 11 per cent., Phthisis, 9 per cent., Debility, 7 per cent., Influenza, 5 per cent., Enteritis, 4 per cent., 
Enteric Fever, 3 per cent.. Bronchitis, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Dysentery, and Anchylostomiasis, 2 per cent, each, 
and Cancer, Diarrhoea, Puerperal Septicsemia, and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 1 per cent. each. "

11. Four deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against 9 in the preceding m onth and 9 in the 
corresponding month of last year. One death from Measles was also registered in (Negombo).

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the m onth was Phthisis; of which 
18,7/cases were reported (170 in Colombo, 5 in Galle), Chickenpox followed with 102 cases (52 in Colombo, 18 in K andy, 
8 in Nuwara E liya, 6 in Galle), Enteric Fever 65 (33 in Colombo, 7 in Galle), Continued Fever 31 (16 in Colombo, 8 in 
Moratuwa, 5 in Galle), Measles 17 (10 in Colombo, 5 in Badulla), Dysentery 12 (10 in Moratuwa), Diphtheria 5 (4 in 
Colombo), Whooping Cough 4 (3 in Moratuwa), Plague 2 (in Colombo), Mumps 2 (in Lunugala), and Acute Diarrhoea 1 
(in Colombo).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall. — Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (17*10 inches), followed b y  Ratnapura (12-93  inches). 

In other towns it ranged from 11 • 42 inches in- Galle to 0 • 01 of an inch m  Anuradhapura. Colombo recorded 5*09 inches.
14. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 63 • 3° in Nuwara Eliya to  87 • 4° in Trincomalee, and was

83*8° in Colombo. . _ . .. .
15. For detailed statistics see Tables I. and II . for all towns, and Tables I I I .  and IV . for the city  of Colombo,

ia the Appendix. ,

Registrar-General’s Office, “ G. F. F orbest,
Colombo, June 24, 1921. Acting Registrar-General.
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T ab le  I V .— Causes o f  D eaths registered darin g  th e  M onth o f May, 1921, in  each W ard  and of each R aoe 
•' , in  th e  Gity o f  Colom bo.

Wards.

Causes of Death.
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E
i
o

All Causes 696 4 6 31 68 81 58 199 115 53 35 46 5 29 364 132 116 24 26

«
I.— Infantile Mortality , . . 185 — 1 9 23 31 20 20 37 18 7 19 6 99 33 31 10 6

• A .— One W eek and under °
1. Prematurity . . 6 — — — 1 __ — __ — 2 __ 3 2 2 22. Debility 15 — — 4 2 1 1 2 3 2 1 s 3 4 x
3. Convulsions . .  . . 13 — 1 — 4 4 1 — 2 __ __ 1 5 7 x
4. Diarrhoea . .  
4a. Enteritis . ,
5. Tetanus l :
6. Bronchitis

— — — — — — — — — —

7. Pneumonia 
8 Other Causes . .

V-3- e
B .— Over l  W eek and under l %Tear. 
I. Prematurity . .

1
2* — — • — — —

1
1 — — — 1 —

1
2 — — —

2. Debility . .  ,
3. Convulsions . .
4. Diarrhoea . .  •

22
47

3
— — 5

2
9

3
5

3
6
1

3

1
3

17
3
2

3 2
3

— 1
1

11
28

5
6

i
i 0

2
1

2
1

4a. Enteritis 
5. Tetanus

12 — — 1 — 1 1 2 4 2 — 1 — 1 3 1 1 1 —
6. Bronchitis 8 __ __ " __ 1 2 2 2 1
7. Pneumonia 
'8. Other Causes . .

32
24f

--- -
—

2
1

1
1

8
6

3
2

3
8

7 3
2 2

5
2

— 2
3

19
12

4
3

3
6
5 3

1
1

II.— General Mortality (1 Year and
over) 511 4 5 22 45 50 38 179 78 35 28 27 5 23 265 99 85 14 20

1. Plague ... . . 12. Smallpox
3. Chiokenpox ...
4. Measles

— — ---- — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
5, Influenza . . .
6. -' Pyrexia or Fever

30
6

— 1 4 8 4
1

2 2 2
4

3 2
1

2 — — 6 12 9 1 2
7 . ' • Enterio F e v e r ..-
8. Malaria , .  S
9. Malarial Caohexia

19
6
1

— =
1
2

1
1

4 
. 2

3 9
1

1
—

1 3 13
3

1
1

i
__ 2

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea 
11a. Enteritis'
12. Dysentery

6
16
12

— —
3
1
3

1
1

2
1

1
8
2

1 1
2
2

2
2 1

— 21
3
73

2
4
5

2
1

1
1,13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochmius

Duodenal is . . 12 — — 1 1 ' _ 9 1 - 7 4 1
14. Cancer 10 — — _ 1 __ 7 1 1 2 A
15. Phthisis 64 — — 3 3 5 2 36 5 2 6 2 1 31 12 1216. Other Tuberoulous Diseases . .
17. Anaemia 1 __ _ 1 118. Diabetes Mellitus 3 . __ _ 1 1 —
19. Convulsions . .
20. Tetanus ...

18
1

— 1 3 . 5 • — — 4
1

3 2 1 2 7
1

1
5 3 — —

21. Bronchitis . . 7 _ 1 1 4 u 1 ""O22. Pneumonia
23, Other Diseases of the Bespira-

86 — 1 1 4 .9 6 32 19 5 2 7 — 5 49 16
4

13 1 2
tory System 9 :— 1 __ 2 2 __ 3 __, _ ‘__ 1 4 2 2

24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 13 — __ 1 1 2 6 1 1 1 x 525. Puerperal Eolampsia 1 1 i
i26. Puerperal Septic sepoia 9 __ 1 2 2 2 2 5 x 0

27. Misoarriage . .
28. Other undefined Aooidents of * —

Childbirth . .
29. Starvation
30. Aooidents or Negligence
31. Homioide
32. Suicide . .
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

5

8
3
3

157) 4 2

* _

1

6 11

1

12

1

1

12

2

6
1
1

49

1
1

34

1

1
11

1

9 7 2

1

4

3

6
3
1

93

i

i

i

20

i

i

26 4 8

Deaths among all Baoes.

• One death each from Imperforate Anns and Atelectasis

A cu te  : .. .  „
Anchylostomiaeis, — , — —

8 ^ £ 1 “  40 d0AthB fr0m ° ld * *  14 Jr0m Debait*  13 W «  11 from Bickets, 11 from Heart Disease, and

H . E . COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.


