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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF JUNE, 1921.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31 -36  

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The number of births registered was 2 ,153 (1,078 males and 1,075 fem ales), and was equivalent to an annual rate 
of 38 • 46 per 1,000, against 31 • 75 in the preceding month, 27 • 53 in the corresponding month of last year, and 25 • 20 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1911. The rate ranged from 7 ' 21  in Hambantota, to 65• 10 in Mullaittivu.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 1,102 (540 males and 562 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 43-92*  per 1,000, against 28 • 70 in the preceding month, 22 • 68 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 20*13 the average for the corresponding months since 1911. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, 
ranged from 10-95 in Kollupitiya to 35-71 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,899 (1 ,025 males and 874 females). There were 

1,476 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 28 -7 4  per 1,000, against 34-12 in the 
preceding month, 27-79 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27-50  the average for the month of June in 
each year since 1911. The rate ranged from 112-19 in-Mullaittivu to 13 '99  in Ratnapura.

5. In the city of Colombo the depths numbered 607 (336 males and 271 females). There were 507 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 23 -44 per 1,000, against 27 -3 4  in the preceding month, 26 -27 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 27 "07 the average for the m onth of June in each year since 1911. The rate, 
exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 21 -93 in W ellaw atta to  4 -38  in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 116 (62 males and 54 females), as against 121 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 246 per 1,000 births registered during 

the twelve months ended June 30, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
191, against 250 in the preceding month, 241 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 264 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1911.

8. In  the city of Colombo the m ortality of infants was equal to a rate of 254 per 1,000 births registered during the  
twelve months ended June 30, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 151, against 
249 in the preceding month, 259 in the corresponding month of last year, and 307 the average for the corresponding 
months'since 1911.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 13 per cent, of the total deaths was due, Debility 

caused 9 per cent, Convulsions 8 per cent-, Diarrhoea 6 per cent., Dysentery, Phthisis, Enteritis and Bright's Disease and 
Nephritis 5 per cent, each, Anchylostomiasis, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Influenza 4 per cent, each, Puerperal 
Septicaemia, Bronchitis, and Enteric Fever 2 per cent, each, and Prematurity 1 per cent.

10. In  Colombo too the, highest mortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 13 per cent, of the deaths, 
Convulsions caused 10 per cent., Phthisis 9 per cent., Debility 8 per cent., Influenza, Enteritis, Bright's Disease and 
Nephritis, and Anchylostomiasis 4 per cent, each, Diarrhoea 3 per cent., Bronchitis, Enteric Fever, Dysentery, and Puerperal 
Septicsemia 2 per cent, each, and Cancer, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Prematurity 1 per cent. each.

11. One death from Plague was registered (in Colbmbo), as against 4 in the preceding month and 11 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease most prevalent during the m onth was Phthisis, of which 
121 causes were reported (113 in Colombo, 6 in Galle), Measles followed with 54 cases (42 in Colombo, 7 in K andy), Enteric 
Fever 37 (24 in Colombo, 6 in Galle), Chickenpox 25 (14 in Colombo), Continued Fever 12 (5 in Colombo), Dysentery 4 (2  in 
Matale and 2 in Puttalam), Whooping Cough 2 (in Moratuwa), Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo), Plague 1 (in Colombo), and 
Mumps 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
13. Bainfall.— Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall ( 29 - 76  inches), followed b y  Hatton (15-72 inches). 

In the other towns it ranged from 13-05 mches in Ratnapur a to 0 • 22 of an inch in Jaffna. Colombo recorded 1 • 50 inches.
14. Temperature. - T h e  mean temperature varied from 61 • 6° in Nuw ara E liya to 86 • 2° in Trincomalee, and was

8 3 -0°  in Colombo. , ,  T , TT .
15. For detailed statistics see Tables I . and I I . for all towns, and Tables I I I .  and IV . for the city of Colombo, 

in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, , q  f  F o r r e s t ,
Colombo, July to , •___________________ ______ ________________ ____ Acting Registrar-General.
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T able IV .— Causes o f Deaths registered during the Month of June, 1921, in each W ard and of eaoh Raoe
in the City of Colombo.

Wards. Deaths among all Raoes.
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All Causes 607 2 7 23 41 66 50 212 101 51 19 35 2 19 349 106 92 22 17

I.— Infantile Mortality 166 __ 1 7 20 23 15 22 29 23 6 20 __ 4 91 32 26 10 3
A .— One Week and under.

1. Prematurity . . ° 5 — — — — 1 — — — 1 — 3 __ __ 3 2 __ _ —
2. Debility 14 — — — 1 2 1 3 4 3 — — — — 8 4 1 1
3. Convulsions . . 15 — — 1 5 4 2 1 — — __ 2 __ __ 6 6 2 __ I
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronohitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes . . 2* — — — 1 — — — — — — 1 — — — 1 1 — —
B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear. 
I. Prematurity . . 1
2. Debility 29 ---* — — — 4 3 4 7 4 4 3 __ __ 14 4 8 1 2
3. Convulsions . . 37 — — 4 9 3 1 __ 9 5 2 4 __ __ 22 7 5 3
4. Diarrhoea 2 — __ 1 __ 1 __ — __ __ __ 2 __
4a. Enteritis 12 — — —; 2 2 — 1 3 2 — 2 __ _ 9 '2 1 __ ___
6. Tetanus 1
6. Bronchitis . .  . . . 7 — — — __ 1 2 1 1 1 __ 1 __ i 4 1 1 __
7. Pneumonia 22 — 1 — 1 3 4 4 5 1 3 . i 15 2 3 i '
8 Other Causes . . 18$ — l 1 2 1 6 — 6 — 1 — i 8 3 3 3 —

II.— General Mortality (1 Year snd *
over) 441 2 6 16 21 43 85 190 72 28 13 15 2 15 258 74 66 12 14

1. Plague
2. Sm allpox
3. Chiokenpox . .
4. Measles
5. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever

20 3 3 2 1 1 3 2 5 — — — — 9' 6 2 3 —

7. Enteric F e v e r .. 13 — 1 — 1 __ __ 9 2 __ __ _ _ 10 1 2 _ . . . _

8. Malaria 6 — — — 1 1 1 2 — _ __ 1 __ __ 2 1 2 __ 1
9. Malarial Caohexia 

10. Cholera
1 1 1 —

11. Diarrhoea 15 — — — 1 7 1 3 1 1 1 . _ 10 1 4 __ __
11a. Enteritis 13 — — 1 __ 2 3 3 — 2 2 __, 1 6 2 4 __ __
12. Dysentery . .
13. Anohylostom iasis or Dochmius

10 ---- — — 1 1 1 4 3 — — — 1 7- 2 — —
Duodenalis . . 22 — — __ _ __ __ ’ 20 — 2 __ _ . . 13 6 2 _ . . . 1

14. Canoer 9 — __ _ 2 _ 6 1 _ _ _ - 1 8
15. Phthisis 57 __ —. 2 __ 3 4 31 5 7 4 1 1 2 36 9 8 1
16. Other Tuberoulous Diseases . .
17. Anssmia
18. Diabetes Mellitus 3 1 1 1 2 1
19. Convulsions . . .11 _ - 1 4 1 4 1 6 3 1 1
20. Tetanus 2 2 _ __ 1 1
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia . .  , .
23. Other Diseases of the Bespira-
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4
8 5 2

tory System 11 _ __ _ _ 3 6 2 __ g 3
24. Bright’ s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eolampsia

23 — — 1 1 1 3 10 5 1 1 — — 1 12 .5 5 — —
26. Puerperal Septicemia 10 _ 1 __ 1 2 3 3 8 \ 127. Misoarriage
28. Other undefined Aeoidents of

1
Childbirth . .

29. Starvation
30. Aeoidents or Negligenoe
31. Homioide . . 12 1 — — — 3 — 4 — — . 2 2 1 — 4 3 1 1 2
32. Suicide 2

2
125$

33. Execution
34. All Other Causes — 1 5 6 10 11 51

1
2

26 7 4

1

4
—

7

1
2

73

1

19 20 2 4

. * One death each from Aneuria and Asphyxia

Heart F a ille ! D yM n te^^^ Nephritis and Dochmius, and 1 each from Syphilis, Abscess, Intussusception,

6 from  Marasmus. ** dsathsIrom 0 ld Age. 13 from Paralysis, 11 from Worms, 8 from Debility, 7 from Peritonitis, and

H. B. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.


