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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF AUGUST, 1920.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

Tris report deals with the Vital Statlstlcs of the 33 prmmpa.l towns in the Tsland proolalmed under sections 31—36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births. 4

2. The number of bu‘ths reglstered was 1,438 (765 males and 673 fema.les), and was equlva.lent to an annual rate of
25°54 per 1,000, against 2867 iri the preceding month, 18-91 in the -corresponding month of last year, and 25-30 the
average for the correspondmg months since 1910. The rate ranged from 7-02 in Nuwara Eliya to 556°10 in Lunugala.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 531 (286 males and 245 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate of 21-23 per 1,000, against 25-15 in the preceding month, 17+18 in the corresponding month of last year,
and 20°44 the average for the cortespondmg months,since 1910, The rate ranged from 757 in Kollupltlya to 34+12in
Wellawatta.

Deaths.

4. The total deaths reglstered during the month nurnbered 1,837 (964 males and 873 females) There were 1,412
deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 27°34 per 1,000, against 29:06 in the preceding month, 27-64
in the corresponding month of last year, and 28*16 the average for the month of August in each year since 1910. The
rate ranged from 8540 in Vavuniya to 8-89 in Nuwara Eliya,

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 692 (365 males and 327 females). There were 602 deaths. of
residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 27+ 92 per 1,000, against 28-62 in the preceding month, 2638 in the corre-
sponding month of last year, and 27-64 the average for the month of August in each year since 1910. ~ The rate ranged
from 25°27 in Wellawatta to 1428 in St. Paul’s.

6. The stillbirths reglstered numbered 99 ( 46 males and 53 females), as against 91 in the precedmg month

Infant Mortality.

7. The mortality of infants under-one year of age was equal to & rate of 226 per 1,000 births registered during

the twelve months ended August 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 234,
against 226 in the preceding month, 285 in the corresponding month of last year,and 254 the average for the corresponding
months since 1910,

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to'a rate of 299 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ended August 31, 1920. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 309, against
229 in the preceding month, 202 in the corresponding month of last year, and 279 the average for the correspondmg
months since 1910. S

vy

Causes of Death.

. 9. The h1ghest mortality was from Preumonia, to which 11 per cent, of the t.otal deaths was due, 8 per cent. each
was due to Convulsions and Debility, 7 per cent. to Anchylostomiasis, 6 per cent. to Diarrhea, 5§ per cent, each’ to
Dysentery, Enteritis, and Phthisis, 4 per cent. to Influenza, 3.per cent. each to Enteric Fever, Bright's D@,aea.se and, N eplmm
and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 2 per cent. to Plague, and 1 per cent. to Prematurity.

10. In Colombo too the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 13 per oent of $he deaths was due,
11 per cent. was due to Convulsions, 7 per cent. each to Enterizis and Phthisis, 6 per cent. to Debility, 5 per ‘cent, to
Influenza, 4 per cent. to Enieric Fever, 3 per cent. each to Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Dysentery and Anchrylostomwszs, !
2 per cent. to Diarrhaa, and 1 per cent. each to Plague and Bronchitis.

11. Of the Thu‘by-sxx deaths regxstered from’ Plague, 27 were in Kandy, 8 in Oolombo, and 1 in Nawalapitiya, as
against 41 in the preceding month, and 2 in the corresponding month of last year.

12. Infectious Diseases reported —The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthzszs, of which
118 cases were reported (108 in. Colombo). Enteric Fever followed with 90 cases (52 in Colombo, 18 in Galle, 6 in
Mannar, & in Kalutara), Plague 43 (38 in Kandy, 4 in ‘Colombo, 1 in Navva.la.pmya.), Measles 36 (27 in C‘olombo),
Continued Fever 36 (17 in Colombo, 9 in Moratuwa, 5 in Kandy), Chickenpox 25 (18 in Colombo), Dysentery 9 (5 in
Panadure), Diphtheria 3 (2 in Kandy), Mumps 2 (1 in Colombo, 1 in Kandy), Whoopmg Cough 2 (1 in Moratuwa, 1 in
Mannar), and Acute Digrrheea (1 in Colombo). )

"~ Meteorology.

13. Ramfall —Na.wa.lapmya. recorded the highest rainfall (2469 inches), followed by. Hatton (1109 ‘inches).
In the other towns the mmfall ranged from 6'17 inches in Ratnapura to 0-05 of an inch in Chilaw. Colombo recorded
0°94 of an inch.

14, Temperature.—The mean temperatul'e varied from 59-4° in Nuwara Eliya to 84-6%in Trincomalee,. and"
was 80°8° in Colombo,

15. For detailedstatistics, see Tables L and II. for all towns, and Tables II1. and IV. for the city of Ooloinbo, in
the Appendlx

Registrar-General’s Office, - ‘ : I ' ' F. Bapmaers,
Colombo, September 21, 1920 ‘ : » . Registrar- Genera;- ‘
v : T )
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R S in the City of Colombo.
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* One each from Heart-failure, Ophthalmia Ne

t Seven deaths from Influenza, 2 each from Ne

1 Here are included 51 deaths Erom Old Age,
frdﬂi Deblhty and Heart-failure.

onatorum, and Atelectasis.
phritis and Stomatatis, and 1 each from Meningitis and Dysentery-
20 from Worms, 16 Marasmus, 7 each from Paralysis and Rickets, end 6 each:

H. R. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, OOLOMBO, CEYLON.
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