
No. 7,217 —  FRID AY, OCTOBER 14, 1921.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST, 1921.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

o f the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The number of births registered was 1,711 (858 males and 853 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate 
o f 29 • 58 per 1,000, against 30 ‘ 03 in the preceding month, 25 • 54 in the corresponding month of last year, and 25‘ 17 the 
average for the corresponding months sinoe 1911. The rate ranged from 14-61 in Ambalangoda to 61 • 79 in Kalpitiya.

3. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 647 (328 males and 319 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 24-96 per 1,000, against 26'11 in the preceding month, 21 -23 in the corresponding monthof last year, 
and 20 • 37 the average for the corresponding months since 1911. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, 
ranged from 8-48 in Kollupitiya to 36*38 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,833 (954 males and 879 females). There were 

1,433 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 27*00 per 1,000, against 27*"26 in the ■ 
preceding month, 27*34 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27*90 the average for the month of August in. 
each year since 1911. The rate ranged from 67*57 in Badulla to 6*21 in Nuwara Eliya.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 607 (324 males and 283 females). There were 501 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 22*42 per 1,000, against 24 *57 in the preceding month, 27*92 in the- 
corresponding month of last year, and 27*18 the average for the month of August in each year since 1911. The rats, 
exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 23*25 in Kotahena to 6*63 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 139 (74 males and 65 females), as against 121 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 241 per 1,000 births registered during 

the twelve months ended August 31, 192i. Beckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was; 
248, against 257 in the preceding month, 234 in the corresponding month of last year, and 250 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1911.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 230 per 1,000 births registered during the 
twelve months ended Au gust 31, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 246, against 
266 in the preceding month, 309 in the corresponding month of last year, and 282 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1911.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 11 per cent, of the total deaths -was due, Debility 

caused 10 per cent., Convulsions 8 per cent., Phthisis and Diarrhoea 6 per cent, each, Dysentery, Anchylostomiasis, and. 
Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 5 per cent, each, Enteritis and Bright's Disease and Nephritis 4 per cent, each, Puerperal' 
Septicsemia, Enteric Fever, and Influenza 2 per cent, each, and Bronchitis and Prematurity 1 per cent. each.

10. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Phthisis and Debility, each cf them causing 11 per cent, of the 
toted deaths, Convulsions and Pneumonia caused 9 per cent, each, Dysentery 4 per cent., Anchylostomiasis and Bright's>, 
Disease and Nephritis 3 per cent, each, Diarrhoea, Enteritis, Influenza, Malariaand Malarial Cachexia, Puerperal Septicsemia, 
and Bronchitis 2 per cent, each, and Prematurity, Enteric Fever, and Cancer 1 per cent.,each.

11. Tliree deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), same as in the preceding month, and against 36 in 
the corresponding month of last year.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which 
109 cases were reported (97 in Colombo), Chickenpox followed with 81 cases (54 in Colombo, 11 in Nuwara Eliya* 
8 in Ratnapura), Enteric Fever 50 (36 in Colombo), Continued Fever 20(12 in Colombo), Measles 10 (9 in Colombo)* 
Dysentery 6 (4 in Panadure), Diphtheria 3 (in Colombo), Plague 2 (in Colombo), and Acute Diarrhoea 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall.—Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (27*82 inches), followed by Ratnapura (18*29 inches). 

In  the other towns it ranged from 16 *29 inches in Hatton to 0*01 of an inch in Jaffna and-Mannar. Colombo recorded 
3*44 inches.

14. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 61 *1° in Nuwara Eliya to 85'2° in Trinccmalee, and was 
81 *2° in Colombo.

15. For detailed statistics see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, 
~in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, _ G. F. Fokbkst,
Colombo, September 23, 1921. Acting Registrar-General.
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T able I V .— C au ses o f  D e a th s  registered during the M onth  o l A u gu st, 1921 , in each W ard  and  of each  Raoe
in th e  CSty o f Colom bo.

-  I Wards. Deaths among all Baces.

I  i ! .  ■* o' _ S, M g
Causes of Death. g £  3  *• J  j

5 3  *5 S W -S-'g, 3  a a
r ? 2  8 - ®  S i S S S j  • £ * § - * ©
•m ® ® Jj ai • £ s S

S h h u S i d z I s  t 3 ( § &  a | f l l H a a O  

All Causes . .  607 3 3 12 46 99 56 201 88 38 31 30 3  27 321 118 97 15 26

I. -Infantile Mortality . .  159 —  1 6 20 24 22 23 27 15 10 11 1 9 77 30 29 7 6

4 .— One Week and under.
1. Prematurity . .  . .  .8  —  —  —  I —  —  —  8 —  —  —  —  —  —  7 1 —  —  —
2. Debility . .  . .  15 —  —  —  3 4 1 —  4 2  1 —  —  1 5 4 4  —  1
3. Convulsions . .  . . 1 1 — 1 —  3 2 —  1 —  1 l  2 —  —  3 7 —  —  1
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —
4a. Enteritis . .  .  - —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  ' —  —  —  —  —
5. Tetanus . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —
6. Bronchitis . .  . . 1  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —
7. Pneumonia . .  .  - —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  _ _  —  —  —  —  —  —  —
8. Other Causes. .  . . 4 *  —  —  —  1 —  —  2 —  —  1 —  1 —  1 2 —  —  —  ,

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear.
1. Prematurity . .  . . 1  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  •—■ —  —  1 —• —  —  —
2. Debility . .  . .  31 —  —  1 4 4 4 3 9 4 1  1 —  2 17 1 7 3  1
3. Convulsions . .  . . 3 9  —  —  3 6 3 9  —  7 5 4 2  —  —  16 7 13 1 2
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . 5  —  —  —  —  2 —  —  —  —  —  3 —  —  4 1 —  —  —
4a. Enteritis . .  . . 6  —  —  —  —  1 '  —  —  3 —  1 1 —  —  4 1 —  1 —
5. Tetanus . .  . . 1  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —
6. Rtonohitia . .  . . 4  —  —• —  1 —  2 —  1 —  —  —  —  1 1 2 —  —• —
7. Pneumonia . .  . .  14 —  —  1 —  2 3 3 2 1 —  2 —  2 7 2 3 —  —
8. Other Causes . .  . .  19f —  —  1 2 4 2 6 1 2 1 —  —  2 11 1 2 2 1

II — General Mortality (1 Year and
over) ... . .  448 8 2 8 26 75 34 178 61 23 21 19 2 18 244 88 68 8 20

1. Plague . .  . . 3  —  —  —  1 —  —  X —  —  — . 1 —  —  ( l  1 —  —  1
2. Smallpox . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —    —  —  —  —  —  —  —
3. Chiokenpox . .  . .  —  —  —  — —  —  —  —  —  —  —    —  —  —  —  —  —  —
4. Measles . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —    ____  —  —  —  —  —  —  -
3. Influenza . .  - . 1 0  —  —  —  5 —  2 1 2 —  —. —  —  —  6 1 3 —  —
6. Pyrexia or Fever . .  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  __ —  —  —  —  1 —  —
7. Enterio F ever.. 9 —  —  —  —  —  —  8 —  1 —  __  —  —  7 1 —  —  l .
8. Malaria . .  . . 7  —  —  —  —  2 1 2  —  —  1 1  __  1 2 2 1  —  1
9. Malarial'Caohexia . . 5  1 —  —  —  —  1 3 —  —  __  —  __  ' __  3 —  1 —  l

10. Cholera . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  ■— —  —  —  —  —    —  _ —  —  —  —  —
1!. Diarrhoea . .  j . 11 —  —  —  —  5 —  2 2 —  —  2 __  1 7 3 —  —  —
lla . Enteritis . .  . . 9  —  —  —  —  2 —  3 1 2  __  1     4  2 2 1 —
12. Dysentery . .  . .  23 —  —  1 4 7  —  6 1 1 2 1  __ 1 1 1 7 3  —  l '
13. Aaohylostomiasis or Dochmius

Duodenal is . .  . .  2 1 —  —  —  —  —  —  18 2 —  —  1     15 4 1 —  1
14. Cancer . .  . .  7 —  —  —  —  1 —  4 2 —  _    —  1 3  3 —  —  —
13. PhthlsU . .  . .  68 —  —  1 2 9 6  36 6 1 4 3 — 1 45 10 9 1  2
18. OtherTubereulonsDiseases . . 1  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  . —  1         —  I —  —  —
17. Amentia . .  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 __  __  1 —  —  —  —  —
18. Diabetes Mellitus . . 6  —  —  —  —  —  —  2 —  3 __  1 __  __  3 2 —  1
19. Convulsions . .  . . 6  —  —  —  2 2 —  —  2           2 2 2   —

"  20. Tetanus . .  . .  4 —  —  1 —  —  —  3 —  —  —  —  —  —  3 1 —  —  —f -
2 1« Bronchitis . .  . .  5 —  —  —  1 2 2  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  3 1 1  —  - J
22. ;  Pneumonia . .  . .  39 —  2 1 2 5. 3 14 10 1 —  1 —  1 18 11 6 —
23. Other Diseases of the Reapira-

tory System . . 7  —  —  —  —  1 —  4 1 —  1 —  —  —  4 1 —  —  2
24. Brignt’e Disease and Nephritis 17 —  —  —  —  I 4 9 2 1 —  —  —  2 7 5 3 — ■ —

' 23. Puerperal Eclampsia . . 1  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  ■—  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —.
26. Puerperal Septicaemia - . 1 1  —  —  —  1 3 3 3 1 —  —  —  —  —  3 3 2 2 1
27. Misoamage . .  . .  1 —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —
28. Other undefined Aceictents of

Childbirth . .  . . 4  —  —  1 —  —  1 —  2 —  —  —  —  —  —  3 1 —  —
29. Starvation . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —
30. Aooidenta or Negligence . . 9  1 —  —  —  —  —  6 1 1 —  —  —  —  8 —  1 —  —
31. Homicide . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  __  __  __ __  —  ___ —  —  —.
32. Suicide . .  —  —  —  —  _  —  —  —  —  __  —  —  __  —  —  —  —
33. Execution . .  . .  1 I —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  __ —  __ __  1 —  —  —  —
14. All Other Causes ..161JJ 1 —  1 7 35 11 52 24 11 12 7 2 9 87 23 31 3 6

• One death each from Hydrocephalus, Congenital Malformation, Peritonitis, and Respiratory Failure.
t  Four deaths from-Syphilis, 3 each from Influenza and Dysentery, 2 from Worms, and 1 each from Nephritis, Inflammation 

of Vulva, Erysipelas, Malaria, Pyaemia, Phthisis, and Rickets.
t  Here are included 40 deaths from Old Age, 18 from Debility, 12 from Rickets, XI from Worms, 9 from Marasmus, and.

6 each from Septicaemia,. Cerebral Haemorrhage, and Gangrene.

- ----  ~ ■■-■■■ - - jl -  . — ■—- ■ - —1 1 —— —■■ ■ =•- ""•= 1 ■ ■ =rr=.. tj —Z",=;=a«
. H. B. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.
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