
No. 7,229 —  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1921.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1921.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. The toted population, exclusive of the military and the shipping of the towns at the 
Census of March 18, 1921, was 577,913.

Births.
2. The number of births registered was 2,099 (1,089 males and 1,010 females), and was equivalent to an annual rate 

of 44-19 per 1,000, against 29-58 in the preceding month, 28-98 in the corresponding month of last year, and 26-01 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1911. The rate ranged from 13-00 in Vavuniya to 62*62 in Moratuwa.

3. In the city of Colombo the b’irths registered numbered 1,060 (544 males and 5l6females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 52 • 82 * per 1,000, against 24 • 96in the preceding month, 27 -56 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 21-80 the average for the corresponding months sinoe 1911. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, 
ranged from 13-84 in Kollupitiya to 31-10 in Kotahena.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,702 (888 males and 814 females). There were 

1,343 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 30-82 per 1,000, agaihst 27-00 in the: 
preceding month, 24 - 55 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27 ■ 36 the average for the month of September in • 
each year since 1011. The rate ranged from 66 • 88 in Hambantota to 9 • 83 in Ratnapura.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 605 (316 males and 289 females). There were 50X.deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 29 ■ 31 per 1,000, against 22 * 42 in the preceding month, 21 • 95 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 26 • 25 the average for the month' of September in each year since 1911. The rate, 
exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 29 • 71 in New Bazaar to 5 • 12 in Kollupitiya.

6. The stillbirths registered numbered 131 (60 males and 71 females), as against 139 in the preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
7. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 219 per 1,000 births registered during 

the twelve months ended September 30, 1921. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 
182, against 248 in the preceding month, 165 in the corresponding month of last year, and 235 the leverage for the 
corresponding months since 1911.

8. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 207 per 1,000 births registered during the 
twelve months ended September 30, 1921. Reckoned on the' births registered during the month only the rate was 137, 
against 246 in the preceding month, 138 in the corresponding month of last year, and 246the average for the corresponding 
months since 1911.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia and Debility, each of them causing 10 per cent, of the total deaths, 

Convulsions caused 9 per cent., D ysentery, Phthisis, and Diarrhoea 6 per cent, each, Enteritis  5 per cent., M alaria and 
M alarial Cachexia, Anchylostom iasis, and Bright's D isease and N ephritis  4 per cent, each, Enteric Fever  3 per cent., 
Puerperal Septicaemia  2 per cent., and Prem aturity ,  Bronchitis, and Influenza  1 per cent. each.

10. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Debility, which caused 11 per cent, of the deaths, Phthisis and 
Convulsions caused 10 per cent, each, Pneumonia 7 per cent., Enteritis, Enteric Fever, and Dysentery 4 per cent, each, 
Bright's Disease and Nephritis 3 per cent., Diarrhoea, Anchylostomiasis, and Influenza 2 per cent, each, and Cancer, 
Puerperal SepUcsemia, and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 1 per cent. each.

11. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which 
112 cases were reported (107 in Colombo), Ghickenpox followed with 71 cases (44 in Colombo, 8 in Kandy, 6 in Galle,
5 in Ratnapura), Enterio Fever 64 (46 in Colombo), Continued Fever 21 (12 in Colombo), Measles 6 (3 in Kandy), Plague 
3 (2 in Colombo and 1 in Kegalla), Mumps 2 (in Colombo), Dysentery 2 (1 in Moratuwa and 1 in Matale), Diphtheria 1 
(in Colombo), and Acute Diarrhoea 1 (in Moratuwa).

Meteorology.
12. Rainfall.—Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (12-61 inches), followed by Ratnapura (6-25 inches). 

In the other towns it ranged from 5-40 inches in Hatton to 0-08 of an inch in .Puttalam. Colombo recorded 0-94 
of an inch.

13. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 60-8° in Nuwara Eliya to 84*8° in Trincomalee, and was 
82*4° in Colombo.

14. For detailed statistics see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colpmbo, 
in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, G. F . F orrest,
Colombo, October 27, 1921. Acting Registrar-General. _

* The high birth-rate is due to the registration during the month of 341 past births. These events occurred at the 
De Soysa Lying-in Home.
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1  III  •[Bnntup.â is ~ m  r 1i  r m  m  s  m  i s i w

g  H  * _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ‘ W W T O  &  2___M M  1 II • I  ̂”  I M "  S  II 1 |S)g-S
*  _______ i m i  I I m ii_______________________* i £s? jf
U If •nAT-mennH I «___"  I I I  I I ___ I M I___________ M J_ •'*§ -S | ®
•S 'JBliaBK 101 °* l w I I I  M i l l  I *• M - r ^
~ 3 ” ”  II M I « | *  S | I l f l
5 —  11 5 I M I I M I I  II “  11 l l  II  ̂ I II I 1<||
O I . ^ a ^ H s 50 I M I I M I I  ”| Ml  f I M I' 05 II II 61 g g
| I ------•crn̂ noM s ”  II m  11 n  I -M i l l  M T 1 T  £§2*
5 3 ~T 5 " M i l l  LLI l l *° M I I M  3 MILL 1 3 "  -
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pQ Ŝ»a « ' ,2 r S § ^ Ci : 5'0 ^  g* 5

&■ I »  o ® § - x5 i5 4 S 4 x2 0 ^ ® i£

( 5 )



4

T a b le  I V .— C a u se s  o f  D e a t h s  re g is te r e d  d a r in g  t h e  M o n th  o f  S e p te m b e r , 1 9 2 1 , in  e a ch  W a r d  a n d  o f  e a c h  R a c e
In  t h e  (S t y  o f  C o lo m b o . ♦

» - - * _____ — >
* W ards. Deaths am ong all R a ce s .

_  -  l V  ' 1

8 -3 |
Causes o f  D eath. •§ ' £  a ?  S j

a is j  s a >8 j
©  J 2  t S  t f H ' w ' A S  j j  {8 • ♦

%■ ~ 1 1 i  i I  1 *  t  g f  j  j  « *rf* I  I  ?  3 “ ■ -1 1* 8 t  | §* ■& I  1 s 1 M
o ^ P M d S o B W f c i - S S  o B a ^ H a d S r - i S S - O  

All Causes . .6 0 5  7 8 22 40 86 57 185 109 41 18 42 3 34 306 128 94 16 2 4

I .  — iDfantile Mortality . .  145 1 —  7 15 24 18 19 34 12 I 2 13 2 5 59 38 84 4 3
A .— One Weeifc and under.

1 .  Prem aturity . .  . . 2  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  1 —  —  —  —  —  I —  —  2  __
2. D ebility  . .  . .  17 —  —  —  2 2 2 6 3 2  —  —  —  —  6 6 5  —  ___

! 3. Convulsions . .  •• 16 —  —  1 4 1 3 1 . 4  —  —  2 —  —  7 5 4  • __
4. Diarrhoea • • —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  __
4a. Enteritis . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  __  __
5. Tetanus . .  - . 1  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  —  —  __  __
6 . Bronchitis . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  _  —  —  —  —    ____
7. P n e u m o n ia # ..  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  ■— —  —  —  —  —  —  _  _    _
8 . O ther C auses. .  . .j 3* —  —  —  —  —  —  2 —  —  1 —  2 —  1 —  __  __. __

B .—Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear.
1. Prem aturity . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  i —  —  —  —  —  —  —  _  __
2. D ebility  . .  . .  31 1 —  1 2 4 2 5  12 1 —  3  —  1 11 11 5 1  2
3. Convulsions . .  . .  32 —  —  1 6 7 4 . — 8 4 1 l  —  —  12 9 10   1
4. DiarrhcBa . .  . . I  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  —  __  __
4a. Enteritis . .  . . 9  —  —  1 —  3 1 —  —  3 —  1 — 1 5  —  2  1 __
5. Tetanns . .  - . 2  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 1 —  —  —  —  —  1  —  1  __  __ _
6. B ronchitis . .  . . 3  —  —  1 —  —  1 —  1 —  —  —  —  1 1 1  —  __ _
7. Pneum onia . .  . . 1 2  —  —  1 —  1 3 t —  2 1  —  4  —  1 7 2 2 __  __
8.  O ther Causes . .  . .  16f —  —  —  1 5 2 | 3 3 —  —  2 —  1 7 3 5 __  __

II. — General Mortality (1 Tear and |
over) ... - .4 6 0  6  3 15 25 62 39 |166 75 29 11 29 1 29 |247 90 60 12 21

1. Plague . ,  - .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —    —  —    ____  __  __  __
2. Sm allpox . .  . .  ■—■ —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  __  __ __  ___ __  __  __  __
3. Chiokenpox . .  . .  —  —  ,—  ■— —  —  —  —  —  —  —                 
4. Measles . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  | —  —  —  —    —  __  _
5. Influenza . .  . .  14 —  3 1 3 2 2 1 1 —  —. i 1 __  2  3 7  2 __  __
6 . Pyrexia or Fever . . 6  —  —  —  i l l  —  —  3 —  —  | l  __  __  t> __  __  __  __
7. Enterio F e v e r .. . .  26 —  —  1 2 7 2 "9 3 —  —  , 2  __  1 18 4  2 1 __
8. Malaria . .  . . 6  1 —  —  1 2 1 —  1 ;  —  —  I __ __ 1 2 __  1 __  2
9. M alarialCaohexia . . 1  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  , __  __  ! __  __ __  __  __ 1  __  __

10. Cholera . .  . .  —  —  —‘ —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  __  __  __  __ __  __  __  __
11. Diarrhoea . .  . . 1 4  —  —  1 —  6 —  4 3 —  —      1  3  3  2 __  __
l l o .  Enteritis . .  . . , 1 8  —  —  1 —  3 1 5  3 1  —  4 —  1 9 -5 3 __  __

*12. Dysentery . .  . . 2 2  —  —  —  —  4 —  14 1 1 1 i  —  1 1 4 4 1  __  2
13, Anohylostomiasis or Dochm ius

Duodenal is . .  . . 1 6  —  —  —  1 —  —  11 1 —  2 —  —  2 9 4 __  __  __
14. Cancer . .  . .  . . 9  —  —  —  —  1 —  8 —  —  —  __  —  1 8 __  __  __  __
16. Phthisis . .  - -  59 —  —  2 1 9 3  22 9 8 3 2 —  3 32 11  8 3  2
16. Other Tuberoulous Diseases . .  —  —  —  —  —  —. —  —  —-   —   .            .  
17. Anaemia . .  - . 1  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —  —  —  __  __  __ —  1 __  __  __
18. Diabetes Mellitas . . 4  —  —  —  —  —  1 2 —  1 —  __  __  __  4  ___ __ __  __
19. Convulsions . .  . . 1 1  —  —  —  2 3 1 1 1  —  1 2  —    7 2 2  __  __
20. Tetanns . .  . .  .—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  __  __  __  __ _ __  __  __  __
21. Bronchitis . .  - . 3  —  —  —  —  1 1 1 —  —  —  __ __ __ 3 __ __ __ __
22. Pneumonia . .  . .  31 —  —  1  —  2 4 14 6 3 —  1 —  5  17 8 1 __  __
23. Other Diseases o f  the Respira­

tory  System . . 5  —  —  —  —  2 —  1 2 —  —  —  —  __  ■ 4 1 —  __  __
24. b i g h t ’s  Disease and Nephritis 15 —  —  1 3  1 1 5 2 2  —  —  —  —  5 3 5 1  1
25. Puerperal Eclam psia . . 1  —  —  —  —  —  1 —  —  —  —    ____  __  __  __  1 __ _ __
28. Puerperal Septicaemia . . , 9  —  —  —  ‘—  —  2 6 1  —  —  — ' —  1 4  2 2 __  __
2 7 . ,  Miscarriage . .  . .  —  —  —  —  —  __ —  — . —  __  —  __  __  __  __ __  __  •__  __
28. Other undefined Accidents o f

Childbirth . .  . . 5 , — —  —  —  —  —  4 1  —  —  —  —  ___ 5  __  __  __  __
29. Starvation . .  , .    _    —,  , _  _  —  —  —  —                 
30. Accidents or Negligence . .  12 —  —  —  1 1 —  7 —  1  —  2 —  1 4 6 1   1
31. H om icide , ,  . .  2 —  —  —  —  —  —  2 —  —  —  —  —  —  2 —  —  —  —
32. Suicide . .  . . 2  —  —  —  —  —  1 1 —• —  —  —  —  ■—  2 —  —  —  —
33. Execution  . .  . . 4  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  4 —  —  —  —  —  4 —  —  —  —
34. A ll Other Causes . .  1651 5 —  7 9 17 17 48 33 12 4 13 1 9 77 30 28 7 13
_________________ ____________________________ I__________________________________________ __________ _

* One death each from  Intussusception, Pylorus Stenosis, and Cerebral Compression during birth.
f  Three deaths from  Stomatitis, 2 each from  Gastritis, Nephritis, and Tuberculous Meningitis, a n d l  each from  Dysentery, 

Syphilis, W orm s, Prolapse o f Rectum , Asthma, Meningitis, and Tuberculosis o f  Bowels. ,<
1 Here are included 48 deaths from Old Age, 18 from  D ebility, 11 from  W orm s, 10 from  Heart Disease, 7 from  Paralysis, and 

6 each from  Rickets and Marasmus.
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