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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
| MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1922. o

. REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL. .
THIS report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 - -
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. » ‘
, Marriages. . _
2. The marriages of residents in proclaimed towns numbered 341 (277 General, 6 Kandyan, and 58 Muhdmmadan),
as against 405 in the preceding month. In Colombo the marriages of residents numbered 121 (86 General and 35-
Mubhammadan), as against 131 in the preceding month. Births ) : o

3. The births registered numbered 1,741 (884 males and 857 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of
33-89 per 1,000, against 32°29 in the preceding month, 3639 in the correspond§ng month of 192‘1, and 2}) 22 the
average for the corresponding months since 1912. The rate ranged from 19-96 in Hatton and Dikoya #- 7,262 in
Kegalla. : et :
4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 654 (332 males and 322 females), and were equivalent
- to an anpual rate of 31-09 per 1,000, against 28+ 30 in the preceding month, 31°54 in the corresponding month of 1921,
and 28° 83 the average for the corresponding months since 1912. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards,:
ranged from 15° 16 in Kollupitiya to 29° 72 in Maradana East. . o :
Deaths. | A T
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2 %28 (1,170 malesand 958f_emales). 'I_.'here were 1,709
deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual standardized 3{??; of 36+ 26 per 1,000, against 29- 67 in the preceding
month, 34-95 in the corresponding month of the previous year, &t 3285 the average for the month of December in
each year since 1912. The rate ranged from 120° 19 in, Anuradhapura to 1741 in Karunegsla. _ "
6. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 782 (440 males anfi 342 fem:'a.les). There _were 660 deaths of .
residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 36- 40 per 1,000, against 29°92 in the preceding month, 33-35'in_
the corresponding month of the previous year, and 31-22 the average for the month of December in each year since 1912.
The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 36 80 in New Bazaar to 13-69 in Kollupitiya. )
7. . The stillbirths registéred:;/lumbered 146 (84 males and 62 females), as against 139 in the preceding month... = .
o ' Infant Mortality. ' L
8. "The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of-304 per 1,000 births registered during
the twelve months ended December 31, 1922. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 282,
against 224 in, the preceding month, 277 in the corresponding month of last year, and 288 the average for the corresponding: -
months since 1912. o
9. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 270 per 1,000 births registered during
the twelve months ended December 31, 1922. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 242,
against 234 in the preceding month, 324 in the corresponding month of last year, and 313 the average for the corresponding
months since 1912. - ' T . :

- Causes of Death. . o
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia; to which 13 per cent. of the total deaths was due, Debility caused
. 11 per cent., Convulsions 7 per cent., Phthisis, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Diarrhea, 5 per cent. each, Dysentery
and Enteritis 4 per cent. each, Anchylostomiasis, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, and Prematurity 3 per cent. each, Influenza
2 per cent., and Bronchitis, Plague, Enteric Fever, and Puerperal Septiceemia 1 per cent. each. . St
11. Ir Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Preumonia, which caused 12 per cent. of the deaths, Phthisis .
caused 8 per cent., Debility and Conwvulsions 7 per cent. each, Plague and Enieritis 4 per cent. each, Prematurity and - -
Diarrhoa 3 per cent. each, Enteric Fever, Dysentery, Influenza, Anchylostomiasis, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Bron- .

" chitis, Cancer, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Teianus 2 per cent. each, and Puerperal Septiceemia 1 per.cent. ,
12. Thirty deaths from Plague, the highest number for the year, were registered (in Colombo), as against 16 in
the preceding month, and 9 in the corresponding month of the previous year. Three deaths from Smallpor (1 in -
Colombo and 2 in, Kandy), 1 from Chickenpox (in Kalutara), and 1 from Measles (in Colombo), were also regisiered.
13. Infectvqus Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which
80 cases were reported (65 in Colombo, 7 in Galle), Enieric Fever followed with 60 cases (41 in Colombo, 7 in Jafina,
5 in Galle), Measles 57_(45 in_Colombo, 5 in Nuwara Eliya), Chickenpox 53 (40 in Colombo), Plague 32 (in Colombo),
Smallpox 22 (20 in Kandy and 2} in Colombo), Dysentery 5 (3'in Puttalam), Diphtheria 4 (in Colombo), Mumps 3 (2 in
Batticaloa), and Continued Fever 2 (in Colombo), . ’ s
’ Meteorology. - e
) 14. Rainfall.—Mullaittfiva recorded the highest rainfall (14:37 in.), followed by Trincomalee (14°11 in.). - In the
other towns it ranged from 10y°02 in. in Batticaloa to 1* 40 in. in Jaffna. Colombo recorded 356 in. oo
15. . Temperature—Tfhe mean temperature varied from 56:9° in Nuwara Eliya to 79:1° in Ratnapura~
and was 78 0° in Colombo. A ) , : . : CoaEL ey
) 18. TFor detailed stfatistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo,
in the Appendix. . . o ’ S ' : o
Registrar-General’s Office, . ‘ L M. S. SRESETA, .
Colombo, February 15, 1923. ‘ T ) ) Registrar-aener’fl{
(1)
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of December, 1922, in each Ward and of
. each Race in the City of Colombo.

Wards.
o s . -
) 3 §
City of Colombo. <] o § ‘- o
Causes of h. g . . = =i =}
Deat gg F 8 2 2% | 3%
' 18 | 2 & 2 | 88 | 23
S ® PEy & S o
By &y 7] ©w %} M
M b P M F M ¥ M F M ¥ M r M ¥
All Causes . . .. 440 342 782 2| —| 9| —|36,27 |10 |11 |22 21| 28| 37
I.—Infantile Mortality ,e . 86 - 72 58 § —| —~|—]— {12 5| 4} 2| 3| 8| 710
A.—One Week and under. )
1. Prematurity . . 12 7 9 |l— === —|— = —] 1] 4
2. Debility - .. (] 6 12 | —{—=|—=] 2| —=|—=| 1| —{ —] —] —
3. Convulsions s : .. 5 2 7 |l—| —|—|—11 1 1| — | — | — 1| —
4. Diarrhoea .e o= _— — e | — = — ] = — = — ] — ] =] —
4a. Enteritis . — — — | e —— = — | | — | — | — | —
5. Tetanus ; —_— _— _— e —] = — =] — | = =] =
8. Bronchitis T — — — == - = === = = | —
7. Pneumonia - . — — — e —m | —m | — | = — | — ] — ] — | -] —
8. Other Causes e 4% 6t 10 f— | — | - - == — | =] == 1
B.—OQver 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity . 2 — 2 ) e e — | ] = = —
2. Debility .. .. 18 18 6 | -] - —] —] =] —1{— 1| — 1| — 1
8. Convulsions .. . .. 16 12 28 | —| —1—|—] 6] 2l —{—| 2 2 3! 2
4. Diarrhcea .. 1 3 4 | — ] — | = 1| — | — | — | — 1| — 1
4a. Enteritis . 5 4 9 | - - —| —]—] —] —} =] — 1 1| —
6. Tetanus .. .. 2 1 8 | —} - - = — — — ] — — ] = =] -
6. Bronchitis .. .. 2 3 § | —1 —|— | —1 1 1) e | — | — 21 | —
7. Pneumonia 6 © 2 8 b = — 1| — 1| — 1] — 1 — | —
8. Other Causes 71 8§ 15 | — | —| —| —|—} 1] 2] —!—1 1 1 1
I11.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over). 354 | 270 624 20— 9| —|24]22| 6| 9|19 13| 16 | 27
1. Plague . .e ve 26 4 30 ] —]—| 41— B — 1 1 | = | — | =
2. Smallpox B .. 1 — 1 - = = - =} = =] — | — ] = -
3. Chickenpox . el — — — e = —— ] — - = — | — | — | —
4, Measles .. R 1 1 |- - — | = =] —} = = = — ] — | —
6. Influenza . . 9 6 15 f— | — | —|[—1] 2] 1 1| — | —| 1 1 1
8, Pyrexia or Fever .. .. 3 —_ 3 - - - —— e = — | =] = | —
-7. Enterie Fever e .o 7 12 19 f—§ —{ — | — 1| —t—1—1] 1 2 — 2
8. Malaria .. .. 7 6 PES (PN S R (U - S I B A At O
9. Malarial Cachexia .. I — — e — === =] — ] — | — ] — | —
10. Cholera . N — — ——_ ] = - = —m | = ] =] — ] —
11. Diarrhea .. .. 11 51 16 |—| —|—|—]| ¢l —]—|—] 2]—] 2711
1la. Enteritis L e ’ 11 9 20 | —{ —|—~|—}|—] Y| —|—| 4| 2] 1| 3
12. Dysentery L . 1 6 17 | — | — | — | —] 8} 1| —|—] 2] 1}—| 1
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-
denalis . .o 6 10 188 | —| -] -] == == —|—}|—=1]1
14. Cancer : .o .o 3 10 13 —_——_— =] = — | — — | — — 1
15. Phthisia . . 36 29 66 | —| — | —|—|—] 2| —} 1| 3| —|—| 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases .o 1 3 4 —|—-l—]—} =] - == — ] =] — | —
_17. Ansemia o L ee 2 — 2 ]l 1= | — = = — | — | =] -
18. Diabetes Mellitus o .. 2 1 S l—|—!l ]| —]—| = — | — ] = | =] —
19. Convulsions . e - o -10-- 7 17 § —|—d—]—] 2] ¥} 1|—}—=—| 2] 2
20. Tetanus . .. D e 3 6 9 j—|—|—|—] 2] —=]|—=|—]—]—|—|-
21. Bronchitis A ) .. 3 6 T = 2 3l | — | = = —
22. Pneumonia . .| &0 37 87 } — | — | 1| —1| 1| det:1 | —1| 2] 2| 2] 3
23, Other Disesses of the Respiratory . - Ay ‘
, System e Sl sl Bl -] 1= === === 1|—=
34, Bright's Disease and Nephritis .. 10 4 4 j— -] =] —=}—=] td—t—f 1}=!—=]—
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. o - — — - - === -] — | — ] = =] —
26. Puerperal Septicemia . ol — 8 8 | —| —{ — | — ] —} 1] —f —} — | — — 1 —
27. Miscarriage s o —_ _— _ | —_—l = = e | — = | — | =
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth | — 5 5l —f - —— = =} 2 = -} — 1 —
29, Starvation .. o o— —_— —_— === = == =T 2 =] = =] —
80. Accidents and Negligence 13 3 16 it — 1| — b —
31. Homiocide . . 1 —_— . 1| -] - -] —] =] =1 =] —
32. S8uicide .- ool T — - ——f— === === -] ==
33. Execution e el 0 2 —_ 2 -l — | === = === =] =] —
34. All Other Caises . 114 899 203 Yi—t Y — 1t 1] 7y 21 8| 4 6] 7|11

N o . '}
* One death each from Phthisis, Meningitis, Asphyxia, and Syphilis. ) T
+ Two deaths from Intrg-(_}rama.l Ha=morrhage and 1 each from, under development, Asphyxia allida, Patent, Ductus
Artoriosis, and Shook due to an injury on heagl, p ; e B :
1 Two deaths each from Syphilis and Bickets, and 1 each from Umbilical Infection, Bright’s Disease, and Influenza.
§ Two deaths each'from Syphilis and Want of Breast Milk, and 1 each from Gastritis, Worms, Sto; atitis, and Umbilical
Infection. . ST
Here are included 23 deaths from Qld Age, 10 from Worms, 8 each from Paralysis and Marasmus, and.& fros ili
'1|[ Hore are included 28 deaths from Old Age, 11 from Marasmaus, 10 from WOm’E, and 4 from neb’iﬁfﬁ - f§°!,2 Debility.




( 9)

Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of December, 1922, in each Wa.rd and of
each Racein the City of Colombo——contmued

‘Wards.
) N =
® 3 S o
=] 20 . :
-] H é R0 2 g 8 S
& &g & e LR 8 = s .
Causes of Death. 3 83 d.d R 3 B g4
~ a 35 | 35 58| @ g | &3
3 g 5% g qeoH 2 icl 3=,
=z - = £ = Z M. =3
M F M ¥ M FiM b3 M F|M F| M Fiu
All Causes .e .| 42| 832|163 (104 31| 25|12 520} 10 27 | 28 | 12 | 28\ 26
1.—Intantile Mortality .- 4 121 el 19| 15| 10| 5| 3| 8| 8| 2| 64 4| —1 215
A.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity —_ —_— 8 3 — ] —_— | — — ] -] — i} —}—} — 1 -
2. Debility vl 2 el i el | = —{—) 22— |—|—
3. Convulsions 1 1 — —_ 1| —|—j—|=|—]—1—{—{—|—|—
4. Diarrhoes — — — — === === =] =i
4a. Enteritis - - =] == =] === === =1
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