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VITAL* STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF JANUARY, 1923.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
V  Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in the proclaimed towns numbered314 (261 General,4 Kandyan, and 49 Muhammadan), 
as against 341 in the preceding month, and 397 in the corresponding month of last year. I In the city of Colombo the 
marriages of residents numbered 145 (11 1 General and 34 Muhammadan), as against 121 in the preceding month, and 184 
in the corresponding month of last year. '

. Births.
' 3. The number of births registered was 1,943 (978 males and 965 females), and was equal to an annual rate of 

37*47 per 1,000, as against 33 • 89 in the preceding month, 37*22 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31*59 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1913. The rate ranged from 13*60 in Kalmunai to 61*73 inKegalla.

: 4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numberecT.761 (384 males and 377 females), and were equal to ah 
annual rate of 35*78 per 1,000, as against 31*09 in the preceding month, 31 * 14 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 26* 10 the average for the corresponding months since 1913. The rate, exclusive of!the Fort and the Pettah Wards, 
ranged from 16*43 in Kollupitiya to 38*22 in Wellawatta South.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,430 (1,258 males and 1,172 females). There were 

1,981 deaths of residents in towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 41*31 per 1,000, as against 36*26 in the 
preceding month, 35* 18 in the corresponding month of last year, and 33* 89 the average for the month of January in 
each year since 1913. The rate ranged from 186*32 in Anuradhapura to 13* 13 in Ambalangoda.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 90'1 (476 males and 425 females).' There were 791 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 42 * 82 per 1,000, as against 36 * 40 in ;the preceding month, and in 
the corresponding month of last year, and 30*47 the average for the month of January in each year since 1913. The rate, 
exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 44*24 in Kotahena North to 14'* 86;in Wellawatta South.

7. The stillbirths registered numbered 130 (56 males and 74 females), as against 146 in the preceding month.
Infant Mortality.

8. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 331 per 1,000 births registered during
the twelve months ended January 31, 1923. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 275,as 
against 282 in the preceding month, 266 in the corresponding month of last year, and 275 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1913. . - .

9. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 291 per 1,000 births registered during’ 
the twelve months ended January 31,1923. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was227, as 
against 242 in the preceding month, 297 in the corresponding month of last year, and 278 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1913.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 14 per cent, of the total deaths was due, Debility ('of 

children under one year) caused 8 per cent, of the deaths, Convulsions 7 per cent,, Diarrhoea, 6 per cent., Malarial Fever, 
Phthisis, and Dysentery, 5 per cent, each, Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, 4 per cent., Enteritis, Anchylostomiasis, and 
Prematurity 3 per cent, each, Bronchitis, Influenza, and Enteric Fever, 2 per cent, each, and Puerperal Septicaemia and 
Malarial Cachexia, 1 per cent each.

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 14 per cent; of the deaths, and 
Phthisis 8 per cent., Debility of infants under one year contributed 7 per cent, of the mortality, Convulsions 6 per cent., 
Enteritis 5 per cent., Diarrhoea and Dysentery 4 per cent, each, Enteric Fever, Bright's Disease, and Nephritis and Influenza 
3 per cent, each, Prematurity and Bronchitis, and Malaria 2 per cent, each, and Anchylostomiasis, Cancer, Diabetes, and 
Puerperal Septicaemia 1 per cent. each.

12. Twenty-six deaths (23 males and 3 females) were registered from Plague in the city of Colombo, as against 30 
in the preceding month, and 13 in the corresponding month of last year. Two deaths from Smallpox were registered 
in Kandy. . p

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chickenpox, of 
which 242 cases were reported (162 in Colombo, 30 in Jaffna, 23 in Galle, 6 each in Panadure and Tangalla, 5 in Nuwara 
Eliya), Measles followed with 149 cases (98 in Colombo, 22 in Jaffna, 13 in Galle, 10 in Nuwara Eliya), Phthisis 140 
(125 in Colombo), Enteric Fever 93 (71 in Colombo, 8 in Galle, 5 in Jaffna), Plague 31 (in Colombo), Continued Fever,26 
(12 in Colombo, 6 in Moratuwa, 5 in Kandy), Smallpox 15 (10 in Kandy and 5 in Matale), Mumps 15 (14 in Colombo), ‘ 
Dysentery 9 (5 in Matale), and Diphtheria 3 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
, 14. Rainfall.— Batticaloa recorded the highest rainfall (21 *80 in. ), followed by Anuradhapura (21* 16 m.). In the 

other towns, the rainfall ranged'from 19*97 in. in Mullaittivu to 2*85 in. in Kalutara. Colombo recorded 6*96 in.
15. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 59 *4° in Nuwara Eliya to 80*2° in Ratnapura and was 

79 * 4° in Colombo. T
16. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo,

in the Appendix. - - 1
Registrar-General’s OfficeV N. W. Mobgappah,

Colombo, March 3, 1923. Acting Registrar-General.
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Table IV .— Causes o f Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of January, 1923, in, each W ard and o f

each R ace in the C ity o f Colombo. •

City of Colombo.
©ac8C3 |S

Causes of Death.

or
t a

nd
 

-F
ac

e. §
1

03
1

3eO©00
§

CO
Sr*2 53 .
is o
Sfe ot

ah
en

a
So

ut
h.

A 1h m CO M M

M F Total. M F M F M F M F M F M F
All Causes .. 476 425 901 3 — 12 — 26 80 16 12 25 47 47 54

I.—Infantile Mortality 83 90 173 — T— — — 7 6 2 5 7 12 11 15

A.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity 14 4 18 __ __ — __ 1 1 — _ __ __ 1 __
2. Debility 10 8 18 _ - - — __ 1 1 —— __ 1 __ 1
3. Convulsions .. 6 1 7 - - __ — _ i i __ . __ _
4. Diarrhoea — —
4a. Enteritis .. — — __ __ __ __ _ __ . . . . __ __ __ __
5. Tetanus — — - - _ __ __ __ — __ — __

7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes -- - 2* 2 —

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. 
1. Prematurity 3 3
2. Debility 19 23 42 _ __ __ __ 3 — _ _ 2 4 2 6
3. Convulsions - .. 7 26 33 ___ __ __ __ __ 2 3 1 1 1 3.4. Diarrhoea 2 4 6 __ __ __ _ 2 44a. Enteritis 5 6 11 __ _ ~ 1 __ 1 1 2 1 1
5. Tetanus — — . __
6. Bronchitis' — 3 3 ,_ __ __ - 17. Pneumonia 3 5 8 __ __ _ __ 1 1 1
8. Other Causes 17t 22 — — — — — — 1 .1 6 3

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over). 393 335 728 3 — 12 — 19 .24 14 7 18 35 36 39
1. Plague .. 23 3 26 5 4 1 12. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox .
4. Measles — — — _ _ __ __ __ _ __ ___ __
a. Influenza 15 9 24 — 3 . . 2 1 1 1 1 _ 2 2
6. Pyrexia or Fever 2 5 7
7. Enteric Fever 16 11 27 2 1
8. Malaria 10 10 20 I 1 1 2 19. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera . . . — __ _ _ _ _
11. Diarrhoea 12 15 27 _ _ _ 4 2 1 6 7 211a. Enteritis 18 15 33 , _ _ _ 2 1 4 3 412, Dysentery
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

20 13 33 — ■ — — — 1 i — 2 4 i
^ denalis ' 2 8 10

14. Cancer 5 4 915, Phthisis 44 29 73 _ 1 4 2 2 0 716. Other Tuberoulous Diseases
17. Anaemia

1
1

1
3

2
4 — — — — — —

18. Diabetes MeUitus .. .. 7 2 9 2 i i
i19. Convulsions .. •

20. Tetanus - ..
21. Bronchitis

4
2
7

7
1

11

11
3

18
—

— — i
i
i

1

2
— —

i
6

2
5-22. Pneumonia

23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory
65 57 122 — — 2 — 4 i 3 4 4

System 9 2 11 _
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 14 11 25 2 325. Puerperal Eclampsia .. — 4 4 126. Puerperal Septicaemia .. — 9 9 2 127. Miscarriage __ —
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth __ 2 2 ’
29. Starvation .. ..
30. Accidents and Negligence 7 2 9 1

— --“ — --- —*
31. Homicide 2- 2 1 I '
32. Suicide — — — —
33. Execution 2 _ 2 — — — — —
34. All Other Causes 103§ 1 0 1 1! ' 204 1 — 1 — 3 4 3 1 4 9 6 14

Wards.

. ~ » u u  oypuiiiB.
Rickets, Gartritis^AtelectMis^Empyema, a m i * ' D ysentery’ Stomatitis, and Measles, and 1 each from  N ephritis , 

t  Three deaths from  Syphilis, and 1 eaoh from Stom atitis and Influenza 
f r o m D ^ ^ t ^  Teach from  W orms. Marasmus, and Diseases of the H eart, 6

II Here are included 21 deaths from Old Age, 18 from  W orm ,, 13 from Debility, 10 from  Marasmus, and 7 from  Paralysis.



( 9 )

Table IV .— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month ol January, 1923, in each Ward amid of
’ . each Race in  the City of Colombo— continued.

* - Wards.

M

- - Causes of Death.
Sc3NC6W
*

o
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pi
ta

ls.
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rt
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.1
HcS
!
i ar
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an
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ou
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xc
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siv
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of
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la
ve
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nd
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«8
' :t  

& 
'o

0811
1 No

rth
.

a a a a 0Q £

M F F M F M F M F M F M F M F

All Causes 37 46 153 105 25 46 10 7 33 13 32 32 28 13 22 13

I.—Infantile Mortality 11

-

12 12 < 10

’

6 17 3 — 7 1 6 7 6 2 4 2

A .—One Week and under.

1.
2.

Prematurity .. . ■ • 
Debility

2
1

6
1

2
1 1

1
2 1.

— 1
1

_--- 2
1 1 1

— 1
1 1

3. Convulsions 3 — 1 — —
4. Diarrhoea — — — — — — ” ■* —— .
4a. Enteritis — —
6. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia —
8. Other Causes 2

B,—Over 2 Week and under 1 Year,

X.
2.
3.

Prematurity
Debility
Convulsions

3
1

2
7

2
3

1
2
1

7
5

1
1

— 4
1

— 3
1 2

1
1

I
ll 1

4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis 2 — — — 2 . *““
6. Tetanus — — — — — — — ' ““
0. Bronchitis ..  • • — 2

1 17. Pneumonia — —
i 18. Other Causes .. • • — — 1 1 1 2 2 2

II .--General Mortality (1 Year and Over). 20 34 141 95 19 29 7 7 26 12 26 25 22 11 18 11

1. Plague 1 — 2 — — — — — 2 — — — “ ^ ---. 8 2
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles 1 1 15. Influenza 2 1 1 — — *■“ — 3 ““
0.
7.

Pyrexia or Fever 
Enteric Fever

—
1

1
11 6 —

2 —
1 1

1
1

1 2 — — 1
1
1

8. Malaria — — 2 3 1 2 — ““ 1 1 1 “ “ 1
9. Malarial Cachexia — — — — 2

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea . .  , • • — 2 1

,111a. Enteritis 2 2 8 2 i — — 2 — --- I —
12. Dysentery — 3 10 4 1 — — — 1 — 3 1 1 ----
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo- 1denalis • • — —
14.
15.

Cancer
Phthisis 4 3

3
17

3
7
1

1
2 5 — — 5 — 2 3 l 1 — —

10. Other Tuberculous Diseases — — 1 —— -”“
17. Anaemia — — — 2 1 1
18. Diabetes Mellitus — — 1 1 “ "" —
19. Convulsions 2 2 ■—‘ — 2 1 1 — — —
20. Tetanus — 1 1 —

1
4

1
2

121.
22.

Bronchitis
Pneumonia

2
4 3 30

2
20

1
3 7 2 3 5

3
4 2 1 —

23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory
1
124.

System
Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 1 3

4
6 2

1
1 — — 1 l

2
1 — 1 — —

25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. — 1 1
i26. Puerperal Septicaemia .. - --- 1

27. Miscarriage . .  - — — ■
2 •

28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth. — — — ’
29. Starvation ' -- 4---
30. Accidents and Negligence — — 5 1 — — .--- —
31. Homicide . --- , ' — 1 "
32. Suicide —

2
133.

34.
Execution 
All Other Causes 8 11 34 26 6 10 2 7 6 7 6 16 3 4 .6
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Table IV .— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of January, 1923, in each W ard and o f
each Race in the City of Oolom bo— continued.

Wards.

19.

25.

Deaths among all Races.

Causes of Death.

W
ell

aw
at

ta
So

ut
h.

Eu
ro

pe
 tin

s.

Bu
rg

he
rs

.

Si
nh

ale
se

.

Ta
m

ils
.

M
oo

rs
.

M
al

ay
s. :■ S • 2

*o ,

M F M F M F F M F M F M F M
1

F

All Causes 7 7 3 3 18 22 230 245 104 68 77 67 15 12 29 8

-Infantile Mortality .. 1 1

a

* __ 4 4 48 49 12 19 14 15 3 2 2 1

A.—One Week and under.

Prematurity — 1 __ — — — 10 3 3 1 1 . — __
Debility 1 — — — — 1 7 3 2 3 1 1 __ _. __ __
Convulsions — — — — — — 2 — 3 1 1 _ __ __ __ . _
Diarrhoea .. ..

i. Enteritis
Tetanus .. — — — — — — — — — __ __ _ __ __ _ ■
Bronchitis ..
Pneumonia
Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Yeai.

Prematurity _ '__ __ ._ _ __ __ 3 _
Debility — — — — 2 1 8 12 2 6 7 3 __ _ 1Convulsions . . . . . — ' — — — — 2 5 14 1 5 __ 4 1 1
Diarrhoea — — ._ 1 — 1 4 __• _ _

i. Enteritis .. . . . — — __ • __ 1 — 1 4 __ 1 1 1 __ 2
Bronchitis . • .. — __ __ ___ — — — — 1 2 __
Pneumonia _ __ __ __ --. — 2 2 — _ __ 2 1 1
Other Causes .. — _ --- — — — — 12 3 1 — 3 2 1 — —

I.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over). 6 6 3 3 14 18 182 196 92 49 83 52 12 10 27 7
Plague .. _ __ — __ — — 1 2 11 1 10 _ 1
Chiokenpox .. — — — — — — — — — — — _ _ — _
Measles .. __ — — — — — — — — — __ _ - -- ___ _
Influenza 1 — — — 1 --- ■ 2 3 r> 3 4 2 _ 1 3
Pyrexia or Fever — — — — — —- 1 4 — — _, _ 1 1Enteric Fever .. --- . — --- 2 1 8 9 3 1 1 2
Malaria .. 1 — — — — — 6 6 3 1 1 3
Malarial Cachexia .. __ — — — — — 1 __ 1 —
Cholera ..
Diarrhoea : .. — — — — — 1 5 6 3 2 4 6

. Enteritis . --- - --- — —- — 2 12 8 4 2 1 2 xDysentery .. — — — --- - — 1 11 7 7 1 1 2 __ 1 1 xAnchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-
• denalis — — — — — — 1 3 1 3. __ 1 J
Cancer — --. — 1 :-- — 3 1 2 1 • —. 1
Phthisis ---’ 1 —r 3 3 26 17 8 5 3 4 1 3
Other Tuberculous Diseases — — — —i — — 1 — __ 1
Anaemia — — --: — 1 — — 2 __ 1 .

' Diabetes Mellitus ■ — — --r — 1 — 2 2 2 __ 2 _
Convulsions ---' — — ■--- — 1 2 3 -̂-- — 2 2 __. 1Tetanus • — — — — --- — 2 — — — __ 1
Bronchitis — 1 — — 1 — 5 6 — __ __ 4 1 xPneumonia 2 1 1 — 2 1 28 42 18 4 6 8 3 2Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System . . . — — — ---. — 3 2 3 __ ' _ O. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis — __ ' __ — 1 1 j 8 3 2 4 3 ..2Puerperal Eclampsia .. __ __ __ — — __ __ 2 _ iPuerperal Septicaemia ._ __ - __ __ — — . __ 4 - - 4 1_
Miscarriage ■ .
Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth __ _ __ _ __ - - 2
Starvation ..  . . . __ . __ _ _
Accidents and Negligence __ __ __ 1 __ 3 2 3 . —
Homicide __ . __ . . _ __ 1 __ 1 ——
Suicide . . . ' . _ ___ _ __ •- — — .

' Execution .. . ___ - _ - _ 1 _ 1 —
All Other Causes . . . 2 3 2 2 1 7 49 60 15 15 24 12 7 ~~i 5 ,3 ;

a .  BOSS COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.


