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V IT A L  STATISTICS O F TO W NS IN CEYLON IN THE 
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REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The number of marriages of residents in the proclaimed towns was 328 (291 General, 4 Kandyan, and 33 
Muhammadan), as against 314 in the preceding month, and 379 in the corresponding month of last year. In the city 
of Colombo there were 125 marriages, of which 102 were General and 23 Muhammadan.

Births.
3. The number of births registered was 1,710 (893 males and 817 females), and was equal to an annual rate of 

36*50 per 1,000, as against 37 • 47 in the preceding month, 33 • 30 in the corresponding month of last year, and 30 * 71 the 
average for the corresponding months Since 1913. The rate ranged from 13*85 in Anuradhapura to 80*80 in 
Vavuniya.

4. In the city of Colombo the number of births registered was 613 (312 males and 301 females), and was equal to 
an annual rate of 31 *91 per 1,000, as against 36* 78 in the preceding month, 30* 16 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 26*11 the average for the corresponding months since 1913. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, 
ranged from 10* 70 in Kollupitiya to 27*74 in Kotahena South.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,077 (1,135 males and 942 females). There were 

1,668 deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 38*50 per 1,000, as against 41* 31 in the 
preceding month, 33* 15 in the corresponding month of last year, and 33* 18 the average for the month of February in 
each year since 1913. The rate ranged from 121 * 56 in Anuradhapura to 16*11 in Kegalla.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 761 (423 males and 338 females). The deaths of 
residents amounted to 647 persons and were equivalent to a standardized rate of 38* 78 per 1,000, as against 42*82 in the 
preceding month, 33*63 in the corresponding month of last year, and 29*61 the average for the month of February in 
each year since 1913. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 44*89 in Kotahena. North to 
9*63 in Kollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 107 (58 males and 49 females), as against 130 in the 
preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
8. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 289 per 1,000 births registered during 

the year ended February 28, 1923. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 249, es against 
275 in the preceding month, 255 in the corresponding month of last year, and 274 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1913.

9. In the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 275 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended February 28, 1923. Reckoned on the births registered during themonth only the rate was equal 
to 241, as against 227 in the preceding month, 248 in the corresponding month of last year, and 252 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1913.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 16 per cent, of the total deaths, Convulsions and 

Debility of infants under one year caused 7 per cent, each, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 6 per cent., Dysentery, 
Diarrhoea, and Phthisis 6 per cent, each, Anchylostomiasis, Enteritis, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, and Influenza 3 per 
cent, each, Prematurity, Enteric Fever, and Bronchitis 2 per cent. each,, and Puerperal Septicaemia 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 17 per cent, ofthe total deaths was due,
7 per cent, of the deaths was due to Convulsions, 6 per cent, to Phthisis, 5 per cent, each to Debility of children under 
one year and Enteritis, 4 per cent, to Influenza, 3 per cent, each to Diarrhoea, Dysentery, and Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 
and 2 per cent, each to Enteric Fever, Malaria, Prematurity, Bronchitis, Anchylostomiasis■, and Puerperal Septicaemia.

12. Twenty-nine deaths .from Plague (28 in Colombo and 1 in Galle) were registered, as against. 26 in the 
preceding month, and 9 in the corresponding month of last year. Two deaths from Measles were registered in Colombo.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Measles, o f which 
233 cases were reported (116 in Colombo, 68 in Jaffna, 18 in Galle, 12 in Nuwara Eliya), and was closely followed by 
Chickenpox with 220 cases (153 in Colombo, 18 in Galle, 10 in Jaffna, 9 inNegombo, 7 in Gampola, 6 in Moratuwa).
118 cases were reported from Phthisis (104 in Colombo, 8 in Galle), 51 from Enteric Fever (33 in Colombo, 7 in Gallej : 
5 in Moratuwa), 33 from Plaque (32 in Colombo, and 1 in Galle), 19 from Continued Fever (8 in Galle; 7 in Colombo),
15 from Mumps (8 in Colombo), Smallpox 7, (4 in Matale, 2 in Kandy, and 1 in Colombo), Diphtheria 3 (2 in Colombo), 
Dysentery 2 (in Puttalam), and Acute Diarrhoea 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall.—Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (4*15 in.), and was followed by Kalmunai with 

2* 60 in. In the other towns, the rainfall ranged from 2*32 in. in Matara to 0 • 01 of an in. in Colombo and Negombo.
15. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 82*2° in Ratnapura to 55*6° in Nuwara Eliva, and was 

78* 9° in Colombo.
16. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo,. 

in the Appendix.
Registrar-General’s Office, N. W. Mobgappah,

Colombo, March 27, 1923. for Registrar-General.
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Table I V .— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1923, in  each W ard and o f
each Race in the City o f OoRimbo.

-- ---------- 3------------------------- ■ —

( 8 )

Causes ot Death.

All Causes

I.— Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
6. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis

Pneumonia 
^ > 8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.— General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles
5. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enterio Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea
Us. Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anohyl ostomiasis 

denalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases <of the Respiratory

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 
20. Puerperal Eolampsia ..
26. Puerperal Septicaemia
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homioide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

Wards.

©
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428 338 761 3 - 6 — 30 82 14 14 37 29 38 31

77 71 148 — — — 7 7 1 2 10 8 6 7

7 6 13 1 1 _
5 6 11 __ __ — __ 2 — — __ — — — 2
2 1 3 1 —

1 __ 1
1 1

2* — 2 —
t

2
16

1
12

3
28

— — — —
1 1

1 —
1 3 2 1

9
6
5

15 24
6

10

— — — — 2 3 — 1 1
2
1

— 1 —

5 — 1 2

4 2 6 __ _ 1 1 _ __ __ __
7 11 18 __ __ __ __ __ 1 __ __ 5 2 — —

i o t 12J 22 — — — — 1 — 1 2 1 — 2

846 267 613 8 — 6 — 23 25 13 12 27 21 32 24

26 2 28 — — 3 — 3 1 1 — — ' — — —

1 1 2 1
15 14 29 — — 1 — 2 1 1 1 3 2 2 3

9 9 18 1 — 1 2
13 5 18 — — — — — 1 2 — — ““ 1

10 10 20
— — • ---- —

1 2
— —

2 3 3 2
10 14 24 __ __ __ __ __ ____ __ 6 2 — 1
20 3 23 — — — — 1 — — — 2 — 3 1

5 7 12 T_
2 1 3 __

18 27 45 __ __ __ __ 2 3 1 __ 1 — 2 2
4 5 9 1 1 — 2
1 2 3 —
3 — 3 1 _
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9 27 — — — — .4 2 1 3 1 — — —

6 4 10 __ - _ _ 2 1 __ 4 __ __
63 47 110 1 — 1 — 5 1 2 1 5 5 8 5
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90§ 70 §§ 160 — 1 — 2 9 1 7 5 3 . 8 3

* One death each from Congenital absence of Intestines and Imperforate Anus.
| Two deaths each from Influenza, Dysentery, and Congenital. Syphilis, and 1 each from Rickets, Improper feeding, Scurvy,

and ®'ej r̂ ve deaths from Influenza, 3 from Congenital Syphilis, and 1 each frem Enterio Fever, Malaria, Improper feeding, 
and Starvation.

§ Here are included 14 deaths from Old Age, 7 each from Paralysis, Worms, MarasmuB, and Cirrhosis of Liver, and 6 from 
Valvular Disease.

§§ Here are inoluded 25 deaths from Old Age, 10 from Debility, 7 from Worms, 5 from Marasmus, and 3 from Paralysis.



Table IV .—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1923, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo.—continued. ______________
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Wards.

Causes of Death.
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All Causes 22 20 142 101 22 17 12 n 14 14 81 38 17 n 81 12

{. —Infantile Mortality . .  • • 4 5 17 13 5 7 3 2 6 1 8 10 2 3 7 3

A .— One Week and under. ■ '

1. Prematurity T- — 4 5 1 — 1 2
2. Debility — 3
3. Convulsions — — —
4. Diarrhoea — 14a. Enteritis — — —
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia

1

8. Other Causes 2

B .— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1
21. Prematurity 1 5 3

— —
2. Debility
3. Convulsions 2

1
3

1
— 4 — 1 2 1 . 1 — 2

4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis

1
— — — 1 — — — 1 — I i — — i 1

.  8. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. . Pneumonia
8. Other Causes 1
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3
3

1
1
1

1
1

1 
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—

1
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3
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II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over).. 18 15 125 88 17 10 9 9 8 13 23 28 15 8 24 9

1., Plague — — 4 — . — — — — — — 3 1 — — 12 —
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles . •
5. Influenza 3 2 1 1 2 I 1 1 1 —
6. Pyrexia or Fever — — — —

17. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria __

1 7
7

0
2 — 1 1 — — — — 2

9. Malarial Cachexia — . ---
10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea __ — 1 — 1 1 — — 1 — 2 — 1 ' —
1 la.Enteritis ■ • ' — ' • --- 3 6 — 1 — A. TT
12. Dysentery 1 — 9 1 — — 1 — —
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo- 

denalis — __ 4 7 — — — — — — 1 — — — — —
14. Cancer . . . .
15. Phthisis 1 3

2
5

1
12 1 — — 1 — — 1 2 3 

1 .
4 1

116. Other Tuberculous Diseases — — 2 1 — — — — ”
17.. Anaemia —
18. Diabetes Mellitus . .  . . — — 1

1 119. Convulsions 3 — i — 2 — 2 1 1 2 1
20. TetanuB I — 1 1
21. Bronchitis . .  . . . — — — — — — —“ 1 ’
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

5 1 24 17 3

1
1

3 i 1 2
1
1

6 7

1
3

1 5

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 1 1

5
3

3
1 — — — 1 2 2 — — —

25. Puerperal Eclampsia . .  . . . — — “T 426. Puerperal Septicsemia . . — ■ --- 5
27. Miscarriage — —
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth. —•' — —1 3 . --- ***— "
29. - Starvation . . — —

i30. Accidents and Negligence — — 2 - — — •—: 1 1 1 —
31. Homicide — --- -  — 132. Suicide — — 1 — —

2
“ “ —

33. Execution
34. All Other Causes 8 6 42 22 8 3; 3 3 2 5 5. 3 2 3 3
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..Table IV .—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1923, in each Ward and of
“ each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

Causes o! Death. : |
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All Causes .. 4 8 3 1 18 15 226 197 81 61 67 49 12 l i 16 4

I.—Infantile Mortality .. 1 3 1 8 5 51 40 8 16 10 6 4 2 1 1

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity ..  ..: __ _ __ — _ , 7 8 1
2. Debility ..  .. — 1 — — - -- — 2 3 1 1 1 2 _ __ 13. Convulsions ..
4. Diarrhoea .. . z
4a. Enteritis ..  .. — __ _ __ _ — _ __ — __ 1
6. Tetanus , . .  ‘ .. 
8. Bronohitis 1 . .  ..;

— — — — — — 1 — - — — — — —
7. Pneumonia . .  ..:
8. Other Causes , . .  .. — — — — — — 2 — — — —

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Teat:
1

1. Prematurity .. 1 2 1
2. Debility ■ .. 1 — - __ __ 1 1 10 6 1 4 2 2 13. Convulsions — _ __ 1 8 6 3 4 1 3 11. Diarrhoea .. — — __ __ 1 _ 3 __ 1 i4a. Enteritis ; .. 
8. Tetanus ..

— ■ • — — — 1 1 2 4 — 2 — —■ — — —
6. Bronchitis ' .. — 1 — _ _ 2 _ 1 1 1 17. . Pneumonia — — — __ — 2 7 7 1 1
8. Other Causes — — — — — 1 6 8 1 3 1 — 2 — —

II.—General Mortality (1 Tear and Over) 3 5 3 — 15 10 175 157 73 45 57 43 8 9 15 3
1. Plague ' .. — __ _ — 1 _ 2 1 11 1 10 22. Smallpox , . .  .. — — — __ _ __ __
3. Chickenpox ..  ,. __ — —. -i— _ __ ___ __
4. Measles 1 . .  ' ..
8. Influenza , , .. ; .. — — __ 2 2 7 5 2 3 1 2 x 3 16. Pyrexia or Fever __ __ __ __ —
7. Enteric Fever t ..  1
8. Malaria .. 1

—: — — — 1 1 6
6

7
6

1
2

1 — — i

1 
1

9. Malarial Cachexia : .. - |
10. Cholera . . .  .. _
11. Diarrhoea . .  .. __ 1 7 8

7 111a. Enteritis i 1 _■ 6 1
412. Dysentery . . .  ; .. — _ 12 3 313. Anchylostomiasis or Doohmius Duo- #

denalis ..  ' .. __ — __ _ 1 6 3 i
3

114. Cancer .. * ..
15. Phthisis ..
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases — — — — 1 2 6

3 18 7 3 4 1 2 — 1
17. Anaemia ..  . . . __ 1 118. Diabetes Mellitus ..
19. Convulsions . . .  ..
20. Tetanus .. . . . 1 — — 1

2
10

2
3
2

3 2
1
3 3 1 i

—

21. Bronchitis .. : i ___ 1 1
30

3 1
522. Pneumonia ..

23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory
System ..  1 ..

— 1 — 2 1 33 19~ 6 7 i 1 4 —
__ __ . __ _ 2 4 4 l

24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis _ __ 1 __ 1 6 6 2 126. Puerperal Eclampsia .. . __ __ __ —• .
26. Puerperal Septicaemia , .. 6 1

—
127. Miscarriage _ 1 ““

28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth —— --- . — — —
29. Starvation .. 1 — — — —
30. Accidents and Negligence 1 3 3
31. Homicide .. ? . . ___ __ 1

— — 1
32. Suicide ; . . .  . — 1 1 “ “ — —
33. Execution — . _ 2 ■ — ---
34. All Other Causes .. 1 2 1 ‘ 4 2 60 36 6 13 15. "~I6 2 3 2 —
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