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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN TH E 
MONTH OF JANUARY, 1922.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL. '
T h i s  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33‘ principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Herein are embodied for the first time

(а) Statistics of Marriages (General, Kandyan, and Muhammadan) registered in the month of residents in the
proclaimed towns (see Table I . ) ;

(б) Classification of causes of death by sex (see Tables II..and IV .); and
(c) Statistics of the city of Colombo for each Sanitary Ward instead of the electoral.

Marriages.
2. The number of marriages registered was 397 (338 General, 3 Kandyan, and 56 Muhammadan). In the city of 

Colombo the marriages numbered 184 (141 General and 43 Muhammadan).
Births.

3. The number of births registered was 1,912 (973 males and 939 femeies), and was equivalent to an annual 
rate of 37-22 per 1,000, against 36-39 in the preceding month, 31-34 in the corresponding month of 1921, and 31-03 the, 
average for the corresponding months since 1912. The rate ranged from 9-89 in Trincomalee to 61 • 11 in Ambalangoda.

, 4. In  the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 655 (339 males and 316 females), and were equivalent
to an annual rate of 31-14 per 1,000, against 31-54 in the preceding month, 24-15 in the corresponding month of 1921, 
and 26'44 the average for the corresponding months since 1912. The rate,'exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, 
rangecffrom 14-86 in Maradana East to 31 • 31 in San Sebastian. 's ,

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,118 (1,151 males and 967 females). There were 1,658 

deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 35-18 per 1,000, against 34-95 in the preceding month, 
36-50 in the corresponding month of 1921, and 34-45 the average for the month of January in each year since 1912. 
The rate ranged from 91-91 in Anuradhapura to 3-02 in Kegalla.

6. In  the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 801 (420 males and 381 females). There were 660 deaths of . 
residents, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 36-40 per 1,000, against 33-35 in the preceding month, 34- 05 in the 
corresponding month of 1921, and 30-26 the average for the month of January in each year since 1912. The rate, 
exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 37-17 in Kptahena South to 9-29 in  Kollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered numbered 131 (71 males and 60 females), as against 135 in the preceding month.
Infant Mortality.

8. The mortality of infants under one year of age was equal to a rate of 272 per 1,000 births registered during the
twelve months ended January 31, 1922. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 266, 
against 277 in the preceding month, 280 in the corresponding month of 1921, and 279 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1912. 1

9. In  the city of Colombo the mortality of infants was equal to a rate of 265 per 1,000 births registered during 
the twelve months ended January 31, 1922. Reckoned on th8 births registered during the month only the rate was 
297, against 324 in the preceding month, 337 in the corresponding month of 1921, and 281 the average for the 
corresponding months since 1912.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia and Debility, each of.them causing 10 per cent, of the to tal deaths,. 

Convulsions caused 7 per cent., Enteritis 6 per cent., Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Phthisis, Diarrhoea, and Dysentery 
5 per cent, each, Anehylostomiasis and Bright's Disease and. Nephritis, 4 per cent, each, Prematurity, Bronchitis, Enteric, 
Fever, and Puerperal Septicaemia 2 per cent, each, and Influenza 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 10 per cent, of the deaths was due. Debility 
and Phthisis caused 8 per cent, each, Enteritis 7 per cent., Convulsions 6 per cent., Diarrhoea and Dysentery, 4 per cent, 
each, BrigMs Disease and Nephritis, Bronchitis, and Enteric Fever 3 per cent, each, Influenza, Prematurity, Malaria and 
Malarial Cachexia, Anehylostomiasis, and Plague 2 per cent, each, and Cancer and Puerperal Septicaemia- 1 per cent. each.

12. Thirteen deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against 9 in the preceding month and 65 in the 
corresponding month of 1921.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the'month was Phthisis, of which 
128 cases were reported (118 in Colombo, 6 in Galle), Chickenpox followed with 85 cases (56 in Colombo, 13 in Kandy, 
9 in  Galle), Enteric Fever 60 (39 in Colombo, 7 in Galle), Continued Fever 37 (22 in Colombo, 9 in Galle), Measles 18 (14 in- 
Colombo), Dysentery 14 (8 in Puttalam), Plague 13 (in Colombo), Acute Diarrhoea 2 (in Galle), Mumps 2 (in Kandy), 
Smallpox 2 (in Colombo),. Whooping Cough 2 (in Colombo), and Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall.—Kalmunai recorded the highest rainfall (14-78 in.), followed by Battiealoa (11-34 in.)s> In the 

other towns the rainfall ranged from 6 • 76 in. in Badulla to 0-64 of an inch in Matara. Colombo recorded 2-12 in.
15. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 57-5° in Nuwara Eliya to 80-7° in Ratnapura, and was. 

80’0° in Colombo.
16. For detailed statistics see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo,

in the Appendix. * .
Registrar-General’s Office, G. F .  F o r r e s t ,

Colombo, March 25, 1922. Acting Registrar-General.
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of January, 1922, in each Ward and of
_________  - each Race in the City of Colombo.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions • -
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus -
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes.

City of Colombo.

420

1.
2.
3.
4.

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. 
Prematurity
Debility 
Convulsions 
Diarrhoea 

4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over).

1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles
5. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteris Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea
Ila. Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anchylostomiasis i

nalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous
17. Ansemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
^  °^ 's ten fiSeMe3 th® ResPirat0 ŷ
24. Bright’s Bisease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . . .
26. Puerperal Septicsemia 
27.. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation
30. Accidents or Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

105

8
13
4

- 1

17
11
6

12

4
16
12

315

13

10

14 
10
5

11
18
12

4 
2

27
2
1
3
7
3
9

36

5 
14

3
2

2
102

381

91

1‘

15
13
3
8

7
5

16

290

7
5 
7 
1 
2

12
19
16
10
7

36
3
4 
2
6 
3
5

24
2

10
1
9

P.

801

96

196

14
21
12

1
1

2*

32
24
9

20

11
21
28f

605

13

17 
5 

21 
11 

. 7

23 
37 
28

14
9

63
5
5
5

13
6

14 
60

7
24 
1 
9

3
2

2
198J

Wards.
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rt 

an
d 
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lle

 
Fa

ce.

| 
Pe

tta
h.

St
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au
l’s.

Sa
n S

eb
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tia
n.

<Sa J3 2 £ 
■i s
-§&

Ko
tah

en
a

So
uth

.

M F M F M F M F M F M F
l l 3 l 33 24 10 18 22 22 38 50

— l — — 10 6 1 8 5 2 16 20

_ _ 1 . 1— — — — 1 — — _ 1 _ 1 2__ — —
z 1 — 1 — — 1 1

— — — — — — — — --T — — —— — — — — — — — __ — _ —

—
— — — — — — — —

— _

--• _ _ _
— .-- — — — — — 1 _ 1 4 4— — — — 2 4 — 3 1 — 2 2— — — — l 1 — _ _ _ 1 1
“— — — — 1 — — — _ — 2 2— — — — — — .— _ _ - -- _ ---
— l .-- — 2 — — 1 _ — 1 4— — — — 1 — — _ 2 — 2 I""I — 1 — — 2 1 1 2 3

l — 3 l 23 18 9 10 17 20 22 30
— — 1 — 1 _ _ — _ _ 1 _—

— 1 i 3 — — 1 — — 1 I

_ —
2 1 1

1 — 2

_ _ z — — — — — — — — 1
‘-- — — — 1 3 _ _ 4 3 4 4— — — — — — _ _ _ 3 _ 5

“
— 1 — — 2 — 3

j
2

— — — — — — — — — — —
— — — — — 2 2 2 2 2 5 3--.
— — — — _ 1 — . _ __ •_ _
— — — — --- 1 1 2 1 — 1 —
— — — — — — _ _ _ — _ —— — —• — 2 2 1 _ 2 — _ 1

i '— — — 5 1 3 3 1 4 1 2
— _ 1 _ 1 _ 1 _ _ _ __
— — — . — 2 — '-- _ _ _ i 1
— — — — — — — _ _ — — —— — — — — — — — --- — — 2
— "7“ — — — — — — --- — — —
-r- — — —-— — — — — — — — — — — —
— — — — — — — — — — - —’ —
— — — — — _ _ _ _ _ _ —
—— — — — • — --- — — _ — — —
—— — — — 6 6 — 2 4 7 5 6

k t  Five'dwthBfoo fr°m APba}haernatone and Syphilis. ■ •
and 1 each from Influenza ^a^mmoris * 2.ea0̂  from Rickets, Nephritis, Tuberculosis, Scabies, and Whooping Coug] 

t  Here are included 61 from OM A ^ f f  ’ ^ ’ Dysentery, Worms, Cellulitis, and Impetigo.
Meraamus, and 6 each from Cirrhosis of Liver and^Per'to 't ^  11 r̂om Paralysis, 10 from Worms, 8 from Rickets, 7 fron
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of January, 1922, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards.

Causes of Death.

Ne
w 

Ba
za

ar
.

M
ar

ad
an

a 
H

os
. 

pi
ta

ls.

M
ar

ad
an

a
No

rt
h.

M
ar

ad
an

a E
as

t.

M
ar
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an

a S
ou

th
 

(e
xc

lu
siv

e 
of

 
H

os
pi

ta
ls)

.
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av

e 
Is
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nd

.

K
ol

lu
pi

tiy
a.

;

W
ell

aw
at

ta
No

rt
h.

■i

M F M F M F M ’ F M F M F M F M ' F

All Causes 37 31 156 125 32 32 7 6 13 13 39" 23 10 16 12 12

I.—Infantile Mortality 14 9 18 19 17 11 2 1 7 _ 6 5 4 2 2 4

1.

A .— One Week and under. 

Prematurity 1 4 5 1 1
2. Debility 1 _ 2 1 4 2 _ _ 1 — 2 — -J— 2 _1 1
3. Convulsions 2 1 _ _ 1 — _ 1 — — — _ __ _ 2
4. Diarrhoea .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _: 1 _ --. — _ __ _
4a • Enteritis _ 1 _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ _- _ _ , *
5. Tetanus _. _ _ _ 1 _ _ _ _ -- - — _ _ _ •
6. Bronchitis . _ _ _ _ -_ _ _ __ __ _ __ __ __
7. Pneumonia "
8. Other Causes — 1 1 — — — — — — --- — — —

1.

B .— Over 1 Week and under 1 7 ear. 

Prematurity . .
2. Debility . .  .. 1 — 1 7 6 1 1 — 1 — 1 1 1 — —*
3. Convulsions 3 2 _ — 1 2 — — — — 1 — 1 _ _ ‘--
4. Diarrhoea 2 — _ _ _ _ _ —w- 1 — -- - — 1 _ _ •_-
4a. Enteritis . .  :. 1 2 _ — 3 1 — 1 1 — 2 1 1 _' __ —
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis _ 1 _ — 1 — _ — — — ---, — — _ _ _
7. Pneumonia . . . . 3 2 4 — 2 2 — __ _ 1 — — --- — _ _ _‘
8. Other Causes — 1 5 5 — 1 1 — 1 — — 3 — — 1. —•

II.--General Mortality (1 Year and Over). 23 22 138 106 15 21 5 - 5 6 13 33 18 6 14 1° 8
1. Plague ■ _ _ 2 _ _ _ — — _ _ 1 _ _ _ 7 __
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox .. — — — — — --- . — — — — — —
4. Measles — — — — — — —— — — — — — — _ _
5. Influenza 3 1 — 1 — --. — — — 1 2 _ 1 _ _
8. Pyrexia or Fever . . . — — — — .--- 1 — 1 — 3
7. Enteric Fever _ 1 7 4 1 — — — 1 — 3 — --- _ 1 _•
8. Malaria '4 3
9. Malarial Cachexia _ — 3 — 2 _ __ — . -- — '---• 1 — _ _; _

10. Cholera • • _ — — •-- — — — — _ — '--- — _ __ _ -
11. Diarrhoea ■ • • 1 2 1 --  ‘ __ _ _’
n„. Enteritis 1 1 15 9 1 — 1 _ 1
12. Dysentery — 2 4 5 — — — — — 1 2 1 , 1 • 3 _
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duode- 

nalis 4 9 ■_ 1
14. Cancer — — 2 5 — — — — — 1 — — _ 1 . __ * '
15. Phthisis 3 3 10 13 ' — 3 — 1 -- • 1 3 1 2 4 • 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases — — 1 2 — — — ' --- •-- ---. — — ' _ 1 _1_
17. Anaemia • — 1 1 — — 2 — --: — — — ---. _ ' _ . - _
18. Diabetes Mellitus — — 1 :-- 1 — — — — — — 1 1 ‘ _ _
19. Convulsions 1 1 — .-- — 1 -- • — — — ' 2 — 1 1
20. Tetanus — — 2 3 — — — — — — 1 — _ - '
21. Bronchitis .-- — 1 — 1 — — — 1 1 1 1 _'
22. Pneumonia 1 — 19 12 — — 1 — 1 1 2 1 _ 1
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory 

System _ _ 2 _ _ ■ __ _ _ _ 1
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 1 — 7 2 — 3 — — — 1 3 2 _ 1
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. — — — — — — — “--- — — — 1 _
26. Puerperal Septicaemia .. — 2 — 3 — — — 1 — 1 — __ _
27. Miscarriage — — — — — — — ---. — — -- __
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth. — — “T“ 2 — — — — — __ _
29. Starvation .. .. — — — — — — — — _ __ __
30. Accidents or Negligence — — 2 — — — - — — — __ 1
31.
32.
33.
34.

Homicide 
Suicide 
Execution •
All Other Causes .. 9 9

2

48. 37 8 11
2
1 2 3 3 13 5 1 - 2 i i



,Table IV.^Causeg of Deaths by’.Sex re^isfere^'during the Monbhof January, 1922, in each Ward and of
*. . . ' t ■ each-Race in the 6 ity  of Colombo—continued.

o o •
•. o '

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

Causes of Death.

W
ell

aw
at

ta
So

ut
h.

Eu
ro

pe
an

s.

Bu
rg

he
rs

.

- 
.i

Si
nh

ale
se

.

J
Ta

m
ils

.

M
oo

rs
.

M
ala

ys
.

Ot
he

rs
.

- M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F

. . '!■ All Causes • . - 7 7 4 19 20 230 206 75 66 65 69 12 7 15 13

I.—Infantile Mortality .. 3 3 _ _ ^8 3 61 50 16 11 15 22 1 4 5

A .—One W eek and under.

1. Prematurity ' — — _ _ 1 1 6 5 1
2. Debility — — — — — »-- 6 3 1 1 4 3 _ _ 2 1
3. Convulsions .. — 1 — -i- . -- — 1 4 3 1 _ 3
4. Diarrhoea .. . . . —
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus ' ..
0. Bronchitis .. ..

_J* 1 — — — — — — —
— 1

7. Pneumonia • -- _ _ _ _ _ ;_ _
8. Other Causes;

B .— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
•I .

1. Prematurity : . __ _ _ _ _
2. Debility 1 -- - — — 1 — li 11 _ 2 3 2 1 1 ■
3. Convulsions .. — — — -- '. 1 — 5 5 2 1 3 6 1
4. Diarrhoea .. — 1 — — 2 — 1 1 2 1 2 •
4a. Enteritis • - ' .. 1 1 — — — — 9 4 1 2 2 2
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis — :— — — — 1 2 4 1 1 1 1
7. Pneumonia 1 — _• _ 3 1 8 1 3 1 1 2 18. Other Causes — — — —. — --„ 10 11 2 2 i — — 2

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over). 4 4 . 4 — 11 17 169 156 59 55 50 47 11 7- 11 8
1. Plague _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 7 2 12. Smallpox — — — . -- — — _ _
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles .. —
5. Influenza — * -- — — — _ 3 3 3 1 4 2 16. Pyrexia or Fever —
7. Enteric Fever — — 1 — — --  ■ 9 4 1 2 i 1 1 1
8. Malaria . * — — — — — _ 3 _ 3 3 1 1
9. Malarial Cachexia — — _• _ 1 _ — ' 3 1 i 1

10. Cholera .. .. — — — — — _ _ _
11. Diarrhoea — — — — '--- _ 5 5 4 5 2 9
11a. Enteritis — — — — 2 1 13 10 1 6 1 2 - 112. . Dysentery
13. ‘ Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duode-

— — — — — — 8 9 2 3 1 3 1 - 1
nalis — _ — ___ ___ ___ 3 7 2 1 l14. Cancer ___ _ . _ _ l 5 1

3
1
3

1
l15. Phthisis . . . ___ ___ ___ _ 2 3 15 23 5 4 2 1 416. Other Tuberculous Diseases 1 ___ ___ ___ _ _ 2 . 1 1 117. Anaemia

18. Diabetes Mellitus
— — — — — 1

1
3

1
1
1

2- — i — — —
19. Convulsions ___ ___ . _ _ _• ■ 3 2 ■■ 4 2 x20. Tetanus 2 1

2
1 i

i
4

21. IJronchitis 1 A i
4

122. Pneumonia ..
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System
—

1

1 — 2 1 18
2

14
9.

6

1
1

5

1
1

— 1 4

24. Bright’s Disease and Nephrits _ _ 10 4 t 2 3 i 1 125. Puerperal Eclampsia .. 126. Puerperal Septicaemia 2 2.27. Miscarriage —

28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation — 1 — — 1 — — — — — 2 — — — —  -

30. Accidents or Negligence “ 7 — ; — — — : — — — •—
31. Homicide . — —r --  . — — — — —r -

32. Suicide •----- — — . ----- 2 — — — — — — i- — — — *■'

33. Execution ----- ' — — — — — — — — — — — —

34. All Other Causes • — — — — — 2 — — — — ---- - —

1 2
2 3 8 55 51 19 ■17 17 17. 5 2 1 l

H# R . COTTLE, GOVERNMENT P R IN T E R , COLOMBO, OEYLON.


