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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1923.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.• * ' *
T h is, report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

o f the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in proclaimed towns numbered 341 (270 General, 6 Kandyan, and 65 Muham
madan), as against 328 in the preceding month and 405 in the corresponding month of last year. In Colombo the number 
of marriages was 108 (71 General and 37 Muhammadan), as against 116 in the previous month and .131 in  the corres
ponding month of last year.

Births.
- 3. The births registered numbered 1,583 (801 males and 782 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of
31-54 per 1,000, as against 31’ 31 in the previous month, 32 '29  in the corresponding month of last year, and 30-34 
the average for the corresponding months since 1913. The rate ranged from 8-62 in Anuradhapura to 50-30 in 
Hambantota.

4. In the city  of Colombo the births registered numbered 565 (293 males and 272 females), and were equal 
to an annual rate of 27-45 per 1,000, as against 27-69 in the preceding month, 28-30 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 25-10 the average for the corresponding months since 1913. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and Pettah 
Wards, ranged from 12*39 in San Sebastian to 25-85 in Slave Island.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,767 (932 males and 835 females). There 

were 1,414 deaths of residents in  the towns, equivalent to  an annual standardized rate of 30-49 per 1,000, as against 
28-93 in the preceding month, 29-67 in the corresponding month o f last year, and 30-31 the average for the month of 
November in each year since 1913. The rate ranged from 77-81 in Badulla to 7-90 in Mullaittivu.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 703 (367 males and 336 females). There were 582 
deaths of town residents, which corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 32 • 56 per 1,000, as against 29 - 24 in the 
preceding month, 29- 92 in the corresponding month of last year, and ,29-55 the average for the month of November in 
each year since 1913. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 33-03 in New Bazaar to
12-49 in Kollupitiya. :

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 119 (57 males and 62 females), as against 121 in the 
preceding month.

• Infant Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one year amounted to 402 and corresponded to a rate of 247 per 1,000 births, 

registered during the twelve months ended November 30, 1923. Reckoned on the births registered during the month , 
only, the rate was 254, as against 248 in the preceding month, 224 in the corresponding month of last year, and 289 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1913.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 165 and corresponded to a rate of 
264 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended November 30, 1923. Reckoned, on the births registered 
during the month only, the rate was 274, as against 255 in the preceding month, 234 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 263 the average for the corresponding months since 1913.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to  which 15 per. cent, o f the total deaths were due. Con- . 

vulsions and Phthisis, each caused 7 per cent, of the deaths, Debility (of children under 1 year) 6 per cent.. Dysentery
5 per cent., Prematurity, Diarrhoea, Enteritis, and Anehylostomiasis, each 4 per cent., Malaria and Malarial Cachexia,' 
Bright's Disease, and Nephritis, each 3 per cent., Bronchitis, Influenza, Enteric Fever, each 2 per cent., Tetanus, Cancer, 
and Puerperal Septicsemia 1 per cent. each. .

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 13 per cent, of the total deaths. 
Phthisis oaused-9 per cent., Convulsions 7 per cent., Debility (of children under one year), Enteritis, each. 5 per cent., 
Prematurity and Dysentery, each 4 per cent., Influenza, Enteric Fever, and Anehylostomiasis, each 3 per cent., Diarrhoea, 
Bronchitis, Plague, Cancer, and Bright's Disease and Nephritis, each 2 per cent., Tetanus, Malaria and Memorial Cachexia, 
Diabetes Mettitus, and Puerperal Septicaemia, each 1 per cent. 0

12. Twelve cases of Plague (10 males and 2 females) were registered in Colombo, as against 11 in the preceding 
month and 16 in the corresponding month o f last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which .
147 cases were reported (130 in Colombo, 6 each in Kurunegala and Chilaw, 3 in  Gallo, and 2 in Batticaloa), Ghickenpox 
followed with 108 oases (86 in Colombo, 10 in Kalutara), Enteric Fever 86 (71 in Colombo, 5 in Galle, 3 in Kalutarti), 
Continued Fever 19 (17 in Colombo), Measles 17 (9 in Colombo), Plague 14 (13 in Colombo and 1 in Galle), Dysentery 8 
(5 in Kalutara, 2 in Ambalangoda), Mumps 4 (3 in Colombo and 1 in Badulla), Diphtheria 2 (1 in Colombo and 1 in 
Galle), Whooping Cough 2 (in Colombo), Leprosy (2 in Badulla), Smallpox 1 (in Colombo). . .-

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall. — Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (20-48 in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged 

r from 20* 17 in Trinoomalee to 3-48 in Jaffna. Colombo recorded 8 • 75 in.
15. Mean Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from  81-4° in Mannar to 60-6° inNuwara Eliya, and 

was .80-0° in Colombo.
16. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, 

in the Appendix. .
Registrar-General’s Office, E. T .  M i l l i n g t o n ,

Colombo, December 18, 1923. Registrar-General.
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of November, 1923, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City o f Colombo.

Causes of Death.
City of Colombo..

Wards.

Fo
rt

 a
nd

 Q
al

le
Fa

ce
.

Pe
tt

ah
.

St
. P

au
l’s

.

' - 
Sa

n 
Se

ba
st

ia
n.

i

K
ot

ah
en

a 
j 

N
or

th
. 

.

K
ot

ah
en

a
So

ut
h.

H F Total. M F M F . M F M F M F M F

All Causes 367 336 703 3 — 6 2 30 22 n 5 16 15 26 25

I.—
*

Infantile Mortality 78 77 155 — — — 1 5 8 3 — 4 7 6 8

A .— One W eek and under. .
1. Prematurity 13 11 24 — — — ---• — 1 — — 2 ■--- 1 —
2. Debility 4 7 11 — — — — 2 1 — — 1 1 — —
3. Convulsions 6 6 12 — — — — 1 3 — — — •--- 2 1
4. Diarrhoea —
4a. Enteritis
e. Tetanus
8. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia . .  k.
8. Other Causes 2* 4 — — — — — — — — — — —

B .— Over 1 W eek and under 1 Tear.
1. Prematurity 2 i 3 1
2. Debility 14 n 25 — — — — — i 1 — 1 — 1 —
3. Convulsions 12 n 23 — — — — 2 i 1 ---- — — 2 1
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis ' . . 4 10 14 — — — 1 — i — — — 3 ' --- —
5. Tetanus 1 i 2 1
6. Bronchitis' 2 i 3 — 1 — —
7. Pneumonia 8 5 13 :--- — — — — — — --- ---- 2 — 3
8. Other Causes io t H§ 21 — ;— — — — , — 1 — — — 1

I I . - General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 289 259 548 3 — 6 1 25 14 8 5 12 8 20 17

1. Plague 10 2 12 — — 2 — 2 — ■ — s--- — — 1 —
2. Smallpox . .  • •.. — — — --t. — — — — — — — — — — —
3.
4. Measles — — — — — — -— — — — — — ---- — —
5. Influenza 13 7 20 __ __ 1 — 7 2 3 1 1 — 1 2
6. Pyrexia or Fever ' 1 2 3
7. Enterio Fever 9 12 21
8. Malaria . .  . . 3 ‘ 5 8 1 1
9. Malarial Cachexia . . — 1 1

11. Diarrhoea 11 4 15 __ __ __ __ 1 ____ z 1 6
l lo . Enteritis . .  . . 12 10 22 2 1
12. Dysentery 15 14 29 — — —• — — — 1 — 1 — — —
13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis 5 15 20
14. Cancer 6 5 11 — — — — 1 — — __ __ ---- — __
16. Phthisis . .  . . 23 42 66 — — — — 2 3 2 1 __ 1 4 6
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases 1 1 2
17. Anaemia — 1 1 — — — — — — — __ __ — __
18. Diabetes Mellitua 4 2 • . 6 — — — — — — — __ __ .--- __ __
19. Convulsions 5 8 13
20. Tetanus 4 — 4 — — — ---__ — ---_ __ __ __ ..--- __ __
21. Bronchitis 7 2 9 — — —- — — __ ' 1 __ 1 1 1 __
22. Pneumonia . 46 34 80 1 — 2 — 4 1 — — 2 . 2 1 1
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System 0 • 3 9 — — — — — — — — — __ — —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 9 8 17 — — — — 1 2 — — — — 1 1
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . . — — --- - — — — — — — — — — — — —
26. Puerperal Septicaemia — 6 6
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Acoidents of Childbirth — 5 5
29. Starvation -
30. Accidents and Negligence 12 '2 14 1 — 1 — — — — __ 1 — __ __
31. Homicide 2 — 2 — — — — 1 — — __ __ __ — J_
32. Suicide 1 — 1 — — — — — — — __ __ __ — __
33. Execution • • . . 2 — 2
34. All Other Causes 82|| 081 150 1 1 6 4 3 6 — 4 5

» One death each from Morbus Cordis and Toxaemia, 
j  One death each from Syphilis' and Exfoliative dermatitis.
X Three deaths from Thrush, 2 from Meningitis and 1 each from Anaemia Malaria, Gastritis, Influenza, and Syphilis.
§ Five deaths from Syphilis and 1 eaoh from Cerebral haemorrhage, Cellutitis, Enteric, Dysentery, Meningitis, and Influenza. 
|| Here are inoluded 19 deaths f r p m  Old Age, 12 from Heart Disease, 5 eaoh from Paralysis and Cirrhosis of Liver, 4 from 

M a r a s m u s ,  and 3 from Debility.
If Here are included 19deaths from Old Age, 9 from Marasmus, 7 from Worms, 6 from Paralysis,4 from Cerebral Haemorrhage, 

and 3 from Debility, 6
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Table IV .— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month o f November, 1923, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards.

•

3
o
M § gCO

o ^  
© <0 d a CC

as <8 • (S e6 C8.> a c8
Causes of Death. d

m
1

§ 4  
s.-s 
S ^

§
c8 .
S

’l l  |  
S lH

• 3  

! ro 3 J

! il 2 2 2 2 S3 £

: ; ;
' ^ F M F M F M F . ■ M F M F- M F M F"

All Causes 27 38 145 109 22 30 15 6 10 13 23 29 16 21 12 12

I,—Infantile Mortality 7 7 25 24 9 7 3 2 1 1 7 5 5 1 1 2

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity - • • '
2. Debility __

9

1

8
• 2 1 2

•— — —
1

— 1 1 1
1

3. Convulsions 2
4. Diarrhoea .. — — — .
4a. Enteritis — — __ .
5. Tetanus .. 
0. Bronchitis 
7. Pneumonia __ __ '__ __ __ — - ,__ — --- '--- — — — —
8. Other Causes 2

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. •
i ■1. Prematurity . .  v

2. Dibility i 1
i
3 4 2 3

1
1
1

“4- 41—
1 2 2

'
1

—
3. Convulsions . . 4 5

. 4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis . . .
5. Tetanus . .  ‘ •

— i 1 1 1
1 — — __ — —

2 1

1

1

— —
1

6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia • •
8. Other Causes

— —

j ^ CO 7
2
2

— —
2

i — 1
2 1

—
— —

, ' I
II.— General Mortality (1 Year and Over) j. 20 31 129 85 13 23 12 4 9 12 16 24 11 20 11 10

1. Plague . . . — — — 1 — — — — — .--- 3 — — — 2 1
2. Smallpox . .  • • —
3. Chickenpox —
4. Measles . .  • • —*
5. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever —

2
—- j

8
1

1 1 — — — 1
1

— — — J — —
7. Enteric Fever . .
6. Malaria . .  • • 
9. Malarial Cachexia . .  •1

1 i 8
2 3

1 _  ' . — __ __ -L
10. Cholera . .  • ■ --- — — “ “ —

111. Diarrhoea . . ; 1 — 3 2 — — — — — — 1 —
11 la. Enteritis . .  • • • 2 2 5 5 1 — — — — — — 1

l12. Dysentery . .  • • 2 2 5 5 — —- 2 — — — 1 3 1 4
13. Ancbyiostomiasia or ilochmius Duo.- 

denalis . .  • • 1 1
1

14. Cancer . . ,  •• • --- 1 2 3 — — — — — 2 1— ' “
15. Phthisis . .  ■ • 1 6 11 6 1 6 1 2 — 1 — 3 1 7
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases . ; — — 1. 1 — -- — —i — — — ■ “T-
17. Anaemia . .  . . — — — 1

118. Diabetes Mellitus — — 2 1 2 — — — — — ■ — —
i19. Convulsions . .  • • 1 4 — — — — 1 — — — 1 ] — - 2

20. Tetanus . .  • • — --- 2 — — — 1 — 1 — — — -—
21. Bronchitis . .  . • • 1 — .1 1

i22. Pneumonia . . ' 2 1 25 16 3 2 1 .— 1 1 2 6 i 2 — .
23. Other Diseases of the Bespiratory

System .. • •
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis . •>

2 1 . 1 1 l ‘ 2
1 2 |4 1 1 — .1 — — 1 ■— — — 1

25. Puerperal Eclampsia ,, •• — “ 7 — . — — ---
26. Puerperal Septicaemia ,. 1 : •
27. Miscarriage .. ' • •

1 2
—

28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth — 1 T“ 2 — — — — .-- 1 — — .
29. Starvation • • • i
30. Accidents and Negligence • • — 4- '7

1
;1

2 — —i — — — — — — l — — —
31. Homicide , ., ' < t
32. Suicide .. i ■ •«'
33. Execution . .  i < • ■

— z — —
2

— — — — — =
5 3,34. All Other 'Causes .. ' ' j • i 8- 1

9i 33 15 4 7 1 — 7 7 4 7 8
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of November, 1923, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued:

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile mortality

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility.
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week a

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

I I . -■General Mortality (l

1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chiokenpox
4. Measles
6. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea
11a. Enteritis
12. •Dysentery
13. Anchylostomiasis

denalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Ansemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 
26. Puerperal Eolampsia . .
26. Puerperal Septicaemia . .
27. Misoarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. _ Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homieide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

Wards.

cs g S 0 © OQ
£

Deaths among all Races.

§■

r

tn

17

15

11

10

■a

199

50

149

- 7

1
2

49

187

49

138

2

34

S
1H

63

11

62

13

49

11

51

10

1

1

41

3

11

60

12

48

2
1
2

1
1

11

14
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s
Io
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