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@eplon Government @afnﬁz

PART L

No. 7,380 — FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1924,

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 19238. :

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

TwH1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island, proclaimed under sections 31-36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. : ’ .

. Marriages. .
2. The marriages of residents in proclaimed towns numbered 297 (263 General, 5 Kandyan, and 29 Muham-
madan), as against 341 in the preceding month, and the same in the corresponding month of last year. In Colombo the
number of marriages was 101 (83 General and 18 Muhammadan), as against 108 in the preceding month, and 121 in the

corresponding month of last year.
‘Births.

3. The births registered numbered 1,596 (830 males and 766 females), and were equivalent ‘to an annual rate of
30°77 per 1,000, as against 31°54 in the preceding month, 33°89 in the corresponding month of last year, and 29-99
the average for the corresponding monthssince 1913. The rate rangeél from 1216 in Vavuniya to 89-11 in Lunugala.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 607 (323 males and 284 females), and were equal
to an annual rate of 28-54 per 1,000, as against 27-45 in the previous month, 31°09 in the corresponding month of last
yvear, and 2473 the average for the corresponding months since 1913. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah
Wards, ranged from 11°77 in Maradana South (exclusive of hospitals) to 27°99 in Maradana East.

Deaths.

5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,010 (1,033 males and 977 females). There
were 1,649 deaths of residents in the towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 34-39 per 1,000, as against
3049 in the preceding month, 3626 in the corresponding month of last year, and 33-18 the average for the month of
December in each year since 1913. The rate ranged from 86- 80 in Kalmunai to 14-21 in Tangalla,.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 803 (435 males and 368 females). There were 692
deaths of town residents, which corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 37-47 per 1,000, as against 3256 in the
precoding month, 36-40 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31-87 the average for the month of December in
each year since 1913. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and Pettah Wards, ranged from 33-44 in New Bazaar to
1208 in Kollupitiya. . R

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 146 (86 males and 60 females), as against 119 in the
preceding month.

- Infant Mortality. .

8. The deaths of children under one year amounted to 458 and corresponded to a rate of 274 per 1,000 births
registered during the twelve months ended December 31, 1923. Reckoned on the births registered during the month
only the rate was 287, as against 254 in the preceding month, 282 in the corresponding month of last year, and 285 the
ayerage for the corresponding months since 1913. .

- . In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 176 and corresponded to a rate of
292 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended December 31, 1923. TReckoned on the births registered
during the month only the rate was 290, as against 274 in the preceding month, 242 in the corresponding month of last
year. and 304 the average for the corresponding months since 1913.

: Causes of Death.

10. The highest mortality was from Pnreumonia, to which 13 per cent. of the total deaths were due. Debility
(of children under one year) caused 8 per cent. of the deaths, Convulsions and Phthisis T per cent. each, Eniteritis,
Malaria. and Malarial Cachezia, and Dysentery 8 per cent. each, Diarrhaea 4 per cent., Prematurity, Anchylostomiasis,
Bright's Disease and Nephritis 3 per cent. each, Bronchitis and Enteric 2 per cent. each, Plague, Influenza, and Puerperal
Septiceemin 1 per cent. each. .

11. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Phthisis, which caused 11 per cent. of the total deaths.
Pneumonia caused 10 per cent. of the total deaths, Debility (of children under one year), Convulsions and Enteritis 7 per
cent. each, Dysentery 4 per cout., Plague, Influenza, and Enteric Fever 3 per cent. each, Prematurity, Bronchitis, Malaria
and Malarial Cachexia, and Bright's Disease and Nephritis 2 per cent. each, Anchylostomiasis and Puerperal Sepiicemic
1 per cent. each.

P 12. Twenty-one deaths from Plague (15 males arfd 6 females) were registered in Colombo, as against 12 in the
preceding month and 30 in the corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which
124 cases were reported (113 in Colombo, 4 in Batticaloa, 3 in Galle), Chickenpoxfollowed with 61 cases (56 in Colombo),
Enteric Fever 44 (36 in Colombo, 3 in Ratnapura, 2 in Galle), Plague 27 (in Colombo). Measles 20 (7 in Ratnapura, 5 in
Colombo, 3 in Kandy, 2 in Nawalapitiya), Dysentery 10 (5 in Kalutara, 2 each in Panadure and Ambalangoda), Mumps
9 (7 in Colombo), Continued Fever 7 (6 in Colombo and 1 in Kandy), Smallpoxr 2 (in Colombo), and Diphtheria 2 (1 in

Colombo and 1 in Galle).

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall. —Vavuniya recorded the highest rainfall (2845 in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged
from 28-13 in. ir. Batticaloa to 5° 17 in. in Tangalla. Colombo recorded 9°02 in. .
15. Mean Temperature.- ~The mean temperature varied from 79-6° in Ratnapura to 59 6° in Nuwara Eliya, and
was 79°0° in Colombo. i
18. TFor detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and III. and IV. for the city of Colombo,
in the Appendix. : .
Registrar-General’s Office, . : N. W. MORGAPPAH,
Colombo, January 25, 1924. . for Registrar-General.
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths-by Scx registered during the Month of Decémber, 1923, in each Ward and of

each Race in the City of Colombo.

1

Wards.
: = g
] 2
- City of Colombo. <} o - " "
Causes of Death. '§ ; : = 5 g5 §8
8 o 3 38 SR < -
o & 3 a < O 3
1] 3 X g Bz B®
& A & @ ] o
M ¥ Total. | M F| M| ¥ M F| M F| M F| M| ¥
All Causes . .. 435 368 803 — 4 4 (28 28 {11 13 16 ; 10 | 41 { 31
I.—Infantile Mortality . .. 87 89 176 — =11 8] 10 T — 1 — 4 4 8 7
. .
’ ’ !
A.—One Week and under. .
1. Prematurity . .. . .. 9 9, 88 |- —-t—j{—]|—}—}|—=]—=i 1" —=1—11
2, Debility . .. 9 10 19 — | — | - 1| —] — ] = =] =1 1] =] =
3. Convulsions .. .. 7 3 10 | —| — | —~ ] — 3 1 —] — ) e — 1
4. Diarrhoea ool — —_ —— — == = = =] = e = =] =] -
4a. Enteritis .. — — —_ —_ == - =} — = = —_ — ] — -
6. Tetanus .. — — — —_—— -] -] = — =] -
6. Bronchitis .. - — — —_— SN IS N S NS S U I R e
7.  Pneumonisa .o S —_ — —_ =] — - - — e} —_ = = —=
8. Other Causes - . e .. 3* 2f B l—] - -l —] -] —] — = — | =1 =
' B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. i
1. Prematurity . ] — —_ — | e e e — e ) e | — =
2. Debility .. . .. 20 19 8 | — | — | -] =1 =] 2/ —1—1 2 2} —
3. Convulsions .. .. 18 13 28 | — — i — 1 1 4t 21— — 1] — 3! 8
4. Diarrhoea oo 1 2 8 | — | —!l—| =1 1} 1| =} =] = = =] =
4a. Enteritis - .. .8 10 18 —_ =~ — ] — | = | =] - 1] — 1 P
6. Tetanus . L — —_ — — = — = —m ] — ] - = —] -] =
6. Bronchitis . 4 4 8 | — | —|—| —1—1! 1] —1—= 1] — 2| —
7. Pneumonia . 3 7 10 | — | — ] —| —] 1] -] —] —1 —! 1| —]—
8. Other Causes . 81 10§ 18 | —| —]—1] 1 1| — | — ] — | —}— =
I1.—Geoneral Mortality (1 Year and Over) ..[ 348 279 627 2\ — | 4| 11821 1118 12| 6| 33 | 24 _
1. Plague .. .. 15 6 21 f— | —!| 3| —| 8| —| 1} —|—}—|—1| 1"
2, Smallpox . . — — _— — = = — e e e — | — ] —
3, Chickenpox .. — —_ — — e e ) ) — -
4, Measles . .. —_— — —_— e | o e | o e — ] e ] —
5. . Influenza .. 11 11 22 | —f—|~|—]| 81 6! 2| —| —|—!—1]1
8, Pyrexia or Fever 1 — P — o = — e e e | — ]
7. Enteric Fever .. 9 14 28 | — | — | —|—] =1 1|=} 1|—3 1] —]—
8. Malaria S 12 3 18 | — e | = — | — 2] 1] =] —1 17yt =a
9. Malarial Cachexia 1 1 2. = — | — ) e | ] = | = — —
10. Cholera —_ - _— R RN R R S U S A R R -
11. Diarrhcea 9 5 14 | — | — | — ] — | — 1t -1 __ 1 1 3 2
11g. Enteritis .. 22 14 36 —_— 1} — 2 — i 1 1] — 3 3
12, Dysentery : .. R 20 12 32 §{ — | — |t —| 1! 1] —1] 2} 1} —]| 1}|—
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-j
denalis .. o 5 7 21— — ] = =1 =] - — — 1 =] —
14. Cancer .. 5 1 6 |—]—-|—}—| =] =]l —| ==l —]—] 2| —
15. Phthisis e .. 45 44 89 I I 3 — ] — 2 27 — 5 7 .
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases .. 1 5 8 |—| —|— =] —f | — — ] =~ =] —
17. Ansmia .. 1 2 -3 —_—_ ] = = | — I'f — | — | —} — ' —
18. Diabetes Mellitus . 2 1 3 - — | - D=t - =] =
19.  Convulsions .. .. 5 10 B - — -] =] 1=l 1= —=]=1 1] 2 -
20, Tetanus .. .. 4 — 4 —_— == — — ] — | — | =] -] - 1) —
21. Bronchitis . e 3 2 5 {— —| —]| —1}| — 1| — | — | S R R
22. Pneumonia . .e 45 29 4 | —} — | —1 — 1 —t 1l —1| 3 21 4| —
23, Other Diseases of the Respiratory _ :
System .. L2 3 [ J TSy QNS S U (U I IV IO (N (NN R D
24. Bright's Disease and Nephritis 12 7 19 | —! — | —|—1—=1] 2} 1! 1] =) =1 — | =7
28. Puerperal Eclampsia .. — 2 2 -] -l ==l =] — | = —.
26, Pucrperal Septicemia S i1 11 —_— — | — 1| — 1| — 1 A - -
27.. Miscarriage .o vl — — — —_— == -] - — = == — ] = —
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth | — 8 8§ }—| — ]| — | —| —] 1] —] —| =] — ] —1| 1 |
29. Starvation ve - el — 1 1 —_— -] - = | =} ] =] =] — —
30. Accidents and Negligence .9 1 10 1 — == -] — | = = - = 1] — -
31. Homicide ve N | —. 1 J—l—]—f - - - - = =] = — | —
32. Suicide .. N — —_ —_— e e e — e ] - —
33. Execution .. .. 2 —_— 2 —_— = = = = b o | — -
34. All Other Causes . .. 106} 799 185 lj—{—j—1| 4| 6| 3] 6] 3| —111 7
* One death each from Cerebral Haemorrhage, Ateleotasis, and Gastritis.
+ One death each from Ateleotasis and Difficult Labour. )
1 One death each from Syphilis, Influenza, Atelectasis, Improper feeding, Whooping Cough, Gastritis, Nephritis and Fever,
§ Four deaths from Syphilis, 2 from Influenza, and 1 each from Cerebral Hemorrhage, Stomatitis, Cellulitis and Starvation,
> 'bil"t.“ Here are included 24 deaths from Old Age, 10 each from Heart Disease and Worms, and 7 each from Paralysis and
ebility. . :

9 Here are included 21deaths from Old Age, 12 from Debility, 6 from Worms, and 5 from Marasmus.
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Table 1V. -—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of December, 1923 in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards.,
i . = :
@ ey B o /
=] g0 : :
: = 2 |85 F ¢ | g
| 84| 3 |BEL 4 4
@ 4 58 i 5 =
Causes of Death, K 24 LE _§ 32 g‘ o ; 2 E £
5. 5 & Fi E & eH | 5 | B ok
z = & = n M kB
|
. M F M ¥ M F | M F| ™M M| F M| F b O
All Causes .. : . 29| 89}170 | 121, 38|86 | 10| 6|23 |21 |27 29 19|18 15
. I i
s A ]
: ]
1I.—Infantile Mortality .e . 9 15 17| 19} 18' 8 1 4! B 4 611 ; 8 2 : 2 E 3
_A.—One Week and under. T i :

. Prematurit; .e .. 1. 1 4 4 —_ | — | ——_— == — 1 1 l 2 1| — 1
;. ]};ebﬂity v . ' .. 1 — 4 4 3 2| — | — 1 1]|— 1| — — —
3. Convulgions L . N I R B 1j—|—|—]—|—| Y| —"—=|—i—1—
4. Diarrhoea : —_t — =] =] === ===}t ===
4a. Enteritis - L RN I R e e Rl Rl Bl e A el I B
8, Tetanus .. — - — — —_— -]
6, Bronchitis C. e =] = === === = === —
7. Pneumonia .. —_— —_ — —_ — === ===t == =1
8. Other Causes . - —_— 2 1 —_— 1| — =] =} —}— Il 1] —

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurit . — =] - - - =] === === -] - =~
2. Dibility Y 2 3! 2| 4| s8] ¢|—|—| 2|—1 2] 4| 3i—1_|—
3. Convulsions .. 2 4| — i — 3| —t 1 —1— 1 1 1 1) — == —
4. Diarrheces . - —_ = - - -] = =] == 1
4a. Enteritis . 1 1 3 2] —|—| =] =] —{— 1 3 1) — 1 — 1
5. Tetanus oL, — —_— e | bl e e b e e ] — ] =

. 6. Bronchitis . —_ 2| —| =] 1=} —|—={—= 1] — | — | — - -} —
7. Pneumonia — =1 - 1] —] 1}—¢ 2 1} 1] —}{—~}|—1 1! 1! —

8. Other Causes 1 3 -2 3 —_ ] ] —- 2 1} — = 1 2 — — 1 —
IL.—General Mortallty (1 Year and Over)..| 20| 24 [153 | 102 | 20 /28| 9| 2| 1817|2118 l11 {1113 o
P r"‘P'/ague ce . 1 —_— 4 .4 —_— ) —— ] — | - 1} — | — jo— |- 31—
2. Smallpox .. = =l = = == (===l ==

3. Chickenpox .. il = - = = ===} — -] —
4. Moeasles .. b= - -] - -] === | -] — 11—
5. Influenza 2 2| —) = —=|—1—1— 3 1 1 1= — ] =} —
6. Pyrexia or Fever - =1 =] = lj{—|—}—}|—}—}—fi—}—}—]—1—=
7. Enteric Fever .. So— 1 —_ 6 6 3 1| — | — | — 1] — ] — 1 1 —
8. Malaria .. = 1] 7] —| =1 1] 2| —] 1j—t—=]—l—1—1—=1|—
9. Malarial Cachexia L = = — 1| —|— | — | — —T—] 1| = — =] —]—
10. Cholera - . — -_— -_— — —_— = - === =} —— ] — 1=
11. Diarrhoea e . S _— 3 1 —_——]—_—] = — ] -] — 1 2 —=1 — ] —
1la. Enteritis ’ R .. 2 17 -9 6| —!| L|—|—| T|—] 2 11— —] — | —
12. Dysentery .. 1] —j1a| of t{—{ 1j—|—|1|—=|—|—]=}—1-
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo- DR

denalis . .. . 1 — 3 6 1| — = = — ] — 1} i —
14, Cancer .. : o= — 2 1 —_— - — =~ = — ] —1 = 1
15. Phthisis .o 1 3 23 17 2 b 1 1.1 1 b 3 1 5 1l —
16. Other Tuberculous Discases e 1 af — | —|—]—1—]—=l—|—-{—=1=]—1_
17. Anzmia - — = = - -] ===} —=—=}—] Y} = —1 1| -
18, Diabetes Mellitus - — 1 1) —f—y{ 1= =] — = — ) — 1 1
19. Convulsions .. .. 1 2 —| —}| —| 1|—|~—~1—1}] 1} — 1|—1 o2} 1
20. Tetanus .. =] = 2| —| —|—]—f—}|—|=—1—=—t—| VY| —={—1]_—
21. Bronchitis .. .. 2| —| — 1) — == — ==~ —=| =1 =] — ] —
22. Pneumonia .. .. 2 1] 23| 152 4! 1| —1{ 2 1} 4 4 1| — 1 2
23. Other Diseages of the Respiratory

Sysbem .o — _ 1 1 m—— 1 —_— — — — — 1 1 - — .
24. Bright’s Diseaso and Nephritis ..l 3 1 5 ) —— | —f— 1| —1—=] 1} —]—1 111
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. L)o= 2 —] = —|—|—]|—=—] === —]—=1]=
26. Puerperal Septicamisa . ’ o =i = 3| —|—|——|—l2i—|—|—=11]|=]=
27. Miscarriage — —_ el —_— = = = == T T .
28. Other undefined Accidents of Ch.lldbxrth —_— 1 — 1| —j 1 —l == 2] —| =1 —i_1"-t=
29, Starvation N — 1 =1 - === — | — 1 —f — ) — ] =
30. Accidents and Neghgence el — 1} — 5 L) — == | —|—t—=fj—t =1 2] —[|—1} <
31. Homicide e el . — —- 1. 1 — —_— - — | — -] — ] — ) — ] __} —
32. Suicide .. s T — - — SN [ S R R U DU DR DU B R
33. Execution .. ) el — —_ - —_ — | - 2 — e
34. All Other Causes .. S 8| 49! 23 Tl —jf 2t o) 71 7] 81 3l 2 ¢] 2
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of December, 1923, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards. .Deaths among all Races.
Causes of Death E g i 1
g 3 ] 2 & . ' ;
25 & ) € Z g & g
IGE] H =} 3 = -]
= & & & & g - 8
M F M ¥ M F{M|F MIF | M| F|{M|¥F|M|z¥
All Causes e 7 8 1 3| 20 10 217 208 | 98 (62 |61 |72 | 14 | 11| 24| 7
1. ~Infantile Mortality 4 21 — 1 8 214043 |1 24|18 8{20| 5 3 2| 2
A.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity g o— —_ — 1 1| — 3 4 3 1 1 1} — 1 1 1
. 2, Debility o= - = = -1 = 6| 4 1 3| 2 3|—fj—|—|—
3. Convulsions . 1 e el —_— - 21— 4 2] — 1 Iy — = —
4. Diarrheea - — —_— — —_— ] — = — ] = | - ) - —
4a, Enteritis . . — | e — —_ — ] - — - — —} - —m ] —] — | — ] =
5. Tetanus .. e =1 -1 - - |- === -] - =] ==
6. Bronchitis .. . — —f —| — —_ — =T = = = ] = =
7. Pneumonia .. . eof - —_f —| — — e — == = == = — | -] —
8. Other Causes .. — —f -] — — ] — 3 2 — | = ] | = = —
B.—Over 1 Week und under 1 Year,
1. Prematurity .e N _ —_ —_ - === — =] -] = = = -
2. Debility - . 2 — —_ —_ 1] — 711 8 3 4 4| — 1| — 1| —
3. Convulsions . g = Iy —! — 3] — 5 4 4 31 — 5 2| — 1 1
4, Diarrheea .. g - —_— —_— —— — ] - 1 1 — | — | — | — 1) —| —
4a. Enteritis .- g 1 —_ — 1] — 4 8 1 24 | 24 — | — 1 —
5. Tetanus = =t = = == === === ===
6. Bronchitis g o= — - - 1 i 3| — | — 1| — Q| —f — ] — | =
7. Pneumonia R —_ - — —_ 1(-1 3 1| — 1 3j{—f——]—
8. Other Causes 1 —_) — _— 1] — 6 6 1 3| — 1) —} — | — | —
. )
Il.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 8 6 1 2 12 8 [177 (160 | 74 [ 44|53 |52 9| 81 22]| 5
1, Plague . .. . — == = 1 2| 4 T ) 8| —1} 1} — LU I
2. Smallpox .. . -t —f ! -] — |-} — = - = = — =] = —
3. Chickenpox .. . —f = = = == = - = =] - — | ==} f__
- 4, Measles .. . — —_ —_ —_ —_— = = = - — — | — ] =] - —
5. Influenza . - — _— — — 2 2 5 3 2 5 1 1171 —
-8. Pyrexia or Fever el = =) =] = === = -l =} 1| — = = | —
7. Enteric Fever . — —] — ] - —_ 1|1 —]10 6 2 2 1| —]—1.1}]—
8. Malaria . —_ - =] — 2({—| 6 2 1 1 1| —{ = —1 2{__
9. Malarial Cachexia el = = ] === 1] === =] =] ==
10. Cholera — | —f = =] = — == — ==V ]
11. Diarrhoea —_— = -] — 2 — 5 3 2 1| — 1 — | — =1 —
1la, Enteritis e e — 71 —_] —] —|—=110] 9 6| 831 5 2} — | — 1 —
12, Dysentery .. o = = =1 — 1| —|12]10) 4| 2| 2! —| —| —| 1| —
13, Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-
denalis .. : o] - — — —_ —_— = 3 6 1! — 1 1| — — | —{ —
14. Cancer .. — _— _ —_— —_— ] — 4 1 1| — e | — ) — ] — | ] —
15, Phthisis T e — — 1 2 1 312421 8 8 5 7 2 3 4| —
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases . — 1] — | — | — 1§ = 1 4| — i 1| — = = = ] —
17, Anemia .. - -y =} =] - - = =] —] 1) - — =] _1] 2
18, Diabetes Mellitus .. —_ — — —_ —_— — 1 1| —1 = 1 — | — | — | — | —
19. Convulsions .. 1 _ =] = —| — 1 6 2 1 2 2| —|—| —1 1
20, Tetanus .. —_ — — — — 4 — | — ] e — ] =] = — ] =
21. - Bronchitis .. — ) -] —| —| = 1 1 2 1| = — | = —= 11 _
22. Pnsumonia o = =) = = 1| —[22{2 |12 2 4| 58} 1| 2} 5 —
23. Other Discases of the Respiratory| ’ S
System . o —1 =1 =] — —l—=i 1) 3] —]—1 1| —| =] —}|—]—=
24, Bright's Disease and Nephritis 1 — —_ —_ — | - 7 2 2 21 2 3| — | — 1] —
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. — — —_ = == — 1} — | — | — ] e — 1
26. Puerperal Septicmmis . . —_—t -t - = —{ 1} =] 5l — 2| —] 8| —=] —1 1=
27. Misearriage .. v = = =] —] - = — ] = = == | = —_
28, Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth| — 1 —_— = —{ =1~ 1| —] 6| —| 2| —|— | —[—
29. Starvution .. o— ] — — ] — ) —m 1| — | — | — | — | — | — 1 _
30. Accidents and Negligence vl = =1 =] — — | — 5 1 2| — 1 — | = | — 1 —
31, . Homieide .. N - — — —_— —_— 1 — ] — | — e = — | — ] — 1 —
32. Suicide .. . — —_— —_ — —_— ] = =] = =] = = | — e
33. Execution .. . —_ _ —_ - —_ ) — 1| — ] — | — 1] — | — =} — ] —
34. All Other Causes . N | 3l —| — 5| 2|64|45{13|10|18 |20 3| 23| 3| —

H. ROSS COTILE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER,

COLOMBO, CEYLON,



