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No. 7,380 — FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1924.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1923.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island, proclaimed under sections 31-36 
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Marriages.
2 . The marriages of residents in proclaimed towns numbered 297 (263 General, 5 Kandyan, aDd 29 Muham­

madan), as against 341 in the preceding month, and the same in the corresponding month of last year. In Colombo the 
number of marriages was 101 (83 General and 18 Muhammadan), as against 108 in the preceding month, and 121 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 1,596 (830 males and 766 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of 

30" 77 per 1,000, as against 31’ 54 in the preceding month, 33 • 89 in the corresponding month of last year, and 29 • 99 
the average for the corresponding months since 1913. The rate ranged from 12* 16 in Vavuniya to 89 • 11 in Lunugala.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 607 (323 males and 284 females), and were equal 
to an annual rate of 28 • 54 per 1,000, as against 27 ■ 45. in the previous month, 31*09 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 24*73 the average for the corresponding months since 1913. The rate, exclusive of the Port and the Petfah 
Wards, ranged from 11*77 in Maradana South (exclusive of hospitals) to 27*99 in Maradana East.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,010 (1,033 males and 977 females). There 

were 1,649 deaths of residents in the towns, equivalent to  an annual standardized rate of 34*39 per 1,000, as against 
30*49 in the preceding month, 36*26 in the corresponding month of last year, and 33*18 the average for the month o f 
December in each year since 1913. The rate ranged from 86*80 in Kalmunai to 14*21 in Tangalla.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 803 (435 males and 368 females). There were 692 
deaths of town residents, which corresponded to  an annual standardized rate of 37*47 per 1,000, as against 32*56 in the 
preceding month, 36*40 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31*87 the average for the month of December in 
each year since 1913. The rate, exclusive of the Port and Pettah Wards, ranged from 33*44 in New Bazaar to 
12*08 in Kollupitiya.

7. The-stillbirths registered during the month numbered 146 (86  males and 60 females), as against 119 in the 
preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
8 . The deaths of children under one year amounted to 458 and corresponded to a rate of 274 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended December 31, 1923. Reckoned on the birth3 registered during the month 
only the^rate was 287, as against 254 in the preceding month, 282 in the corresponding month of last year, and 285 the 
ay&sage for the corresponding months since 1913.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 176 and corresponded to a rate of 
292 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended December 31, 1923. Reckoned on the births registered 
during the month only the rate was 290, as against 274 in the preceding month, 242 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 304 the average for the corresponding months since 1913.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneum onia, to  which 13 per cent, o f the total deaths were due. Debility 

(of children under one year) caused 8 per cent, of the deaths, Convulsions and Phthisis  7 per cent, each, Enteritis, 
M alaria  and M alarial Cachexia, and Dysentery 5 per cent, each, Diarrhoea 4 per cent., Prematurity, Anchylostomiasis, 
Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 3 per cent, each, Bronchitis and Enteric 2 per cent, each, Plague, Influenza, and Puerperal 
Septicsemia 1 per cent. each.

11. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Phthisis, which caused 11 per cent, of the total deaths. 
Pneumonia  caused 10 per cent, of the total deaths, Debility (of children under one year), Convulsions and Enteritis  7 per 
cent, each, Dysentery 4 per cent., Plague, Influenza, and Enteric Fever 3 per cent, each, Prematurity, Bronchitis, M alaria  
and M alarial Cachexia, and B rights Disease and Nephritis 2 per cent, each, Anchylostomiasis and Puerperal Septicsemia 
1 per cent. each.

12. Twenty-one deaths from Plague (15 males add 6 females) wore registered in Colombo, as against 12 in the 
preceding month and 30 in the corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, o f which 
124 cases were reported (113 in Colombo, 4 in Batticaloa, 3 in Gallo), Chickenpoxfollowed with 61 cases (56 in Colombo), 
Enteric Fever 44 (36 in Colombo, 3 in Ratnapura, 2 in Galle), Plague 27 (in Colombo). Measles 20 (7 in Ratnapura, 5 in 
Colombo, 3 in Kandy, 2 in Nawalapitiya), Dysentery 10 (5 in Kalutara, 2 each in Panadure and Ambalangoda), M um ps  
9 (7 in Colombo), Continued. Fever 7 (6  in Colombo and 1 in Kandy), Sm allpox  2 (in Colombo), and Diphtheria 2 (1 in 
Colombo and 1 in Galle).

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall.—Vavuniya recorded the highest rainfall (28*45 in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged 

from 2 8 * 13 in. in Batticaloa to 5* 17 in. in Tangalla. Colombo recorded 9*02 in.
15. M ean Temperature.- -T he mean temperature varied from 79*6° in Ratnapura to 59 * 6° in Nuwara Eliya, and 

was 79*0° in Colombo.
16. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and III . and IV. for the city o f Colombo, 

in the Appendix.
Registrar-General’s Office, N. W . Mobgapfah,

Colombo, January 25, 1924. for Registrar* General.
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Table IV .—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of December, 1923, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City o f Colombo.

Wards.

• O'
*3 S3cS

Causes of Death.
City of Colombo. O

't? 03 ce
£1

a?
S3£

cSS3rd

Fo
rt

 a
i 

Fa
ce

P
et

ta
h 3

4»0D

©0B
£3«3VI

isc643O
to
&

1+3o §  
0Q

M F Total. M F M F M F M F M ■ F M F

All Causes 435 368 803 2 — 4 4 28 28 n 13 16 10 41 31

I.— Infantile Mortality 87 89 176 — — — 3 10 7 — 4
.

4 8 7

A .— One W eek and under.
l. Prematurity 9 9 18 __ __ ' --- __ — __ __ —r i ---. — 1
2. Debility 9 10 19 __ __ — 1 __ __ __ . __ 1 __ __
3. Convulsions 7 3 10 __ __ __ 3 1 _  ' _ __ __ __ 1
4. Diarrhoea — — __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ___ __
4a. Enteritis — —
5. Tetanus — —
0. Bronchitis — — __„ ... __ _ . . __ __ __ ___ 1 __ . __
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes . . . 3* .'2t 5

B .— Over 1 W eek and under 1 Tear.
1. Prematurity — ---  . — __ __ __ __ __ __ . __ . __ ... __
2. Debility 20 19 39 __‘ __ __ . — 2 __ __ _ 2 2 _
3. Convulsions 15 13 28 __ __ __ 1 4 2 __ i 3 3
4. Diarrhoea 1 2 3 .. . - __ 1 1 __
4a. Enteritis . 8 10 18 __ . __ . __ 1 __ 1 2
5. Tetanus — — __ __ __ __ __
6 . Bronohitis 4 4 8 __ __ __ __ - 1 i __ 2 __
7. Pneumonia 3 7 10
8 . Other Causes . . 8 t 10§ 18 — — — 1 1 — — — — — —

I I . - General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 348 279 627 2 — 4 1 18 21 n 13 12 6 33 24 ,

1. Plague 15 6 21 3 3 1 1
2. Smallpox — — __ - .
3. Chickenpox — — __ __ __ __ __
4. Measles — --- ■ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
5, Influenza 11 11 22 __ ■ _ 3 6 2 13 Pyrexia or Fever . 1 __ 1 __ ..
7. Enteric Fever 9 14 23 1 1

18 .
9.

Malaria
Malarial Cachexia

12
1

3
1

15
2 .

— — — — — i —
10. Cholera
n . Diarrhoea 9 5 14 1 1 3 2
lla . Enteritis 22 14 36 — . 1 2 1 1 1 3 3
12. Dysentery 20 12 32 __ .. . 1 1 l 1 . 1
13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochinius Duo

denalis 5 7 . 12
14. Cancer 5 1 6 2
15. Phthisis 45 44 89 — __ __ 3 2 2 5 716. Other Tuberculous Diseases 1 5 6
17. Anaemia 1 2 3
18. Diabetes Mellitus 2 1 3
197 Convulsions 5 10 15 1 j j
20. Tetanus 4 __ 4 _ __ 1
21 . Bronchitis 3 2 5 1 l

322. Pneumonia 45 29 74 . __ __ i 1 2 4
» . Other Diseases oi  the Respiratory

System 2 3 *5 __ __ — , __ __
24. Bright's Disease and Nephritis 12 7 19 — — — __ __ 2 i 1 __ __ __
25. Puerperal Eolaunpsia . . — 2 2 — — — __ __ __ __ - . __
20. Puerperal Septicaemia — 11 11 — — — 1 __ 1 __ 1 __ • i . __
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth __ 8 8 —. __ __ __ 1 . I
29. Starvation __ 1 1 ___ __ —-
30. Accidents and Negligence 9 1 10 1 i
31. Homicide 1 1 — — — __ __ __
32. Suicide
33. Execution 2 __, 2
34. All Other Causes 106H 79f 185 1 — — — 4 6 3 6 3 — a 7

* One death each from Cerebral Haemorrhage, Atelectasis, and Gastritis, 
t One death each from Ateleotasis and Difficult Labour.
t  One death each from Syphilis, Influenza, Atelectasis, Improper feeding, Whooping Cough, Gastritis, Nephritis and Fever.
§ Four deaths from Syphilis, 2 from Influenza, and 1 each from Cerebral Haemorrhage, Stomatitis, Cellulitis and Starvation.
II Here are included 24 deaths from Old Age, 10 each from Heart Disease and Worms, and 7 each from Paralysis and 

Debility.
f  Here are included 21 deaths from Old Age, 12 from Debility, 6 from Worms, and 5 from Marasmus.
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Table IV .— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of December, 1923, in each Ward and of

each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I .—Infantile Mortality

A .— One W eek  and under.

1. Prematurity . . i
2. Debility 1
3. Convulsions . • 1
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
0. Bronchitis —
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B .— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity
2. Dibility 2
3. Convulsions 2
4. Diarrhoea i4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus —
0. Bronchitis —.
•7. Pneumonia . * —
8. Other Causes i

II.— General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 20

r.~i?iague 1
2. Smallpox ♦ •
3. Chickenpox •;
4. Measles

25. Influenza
0. Pyrexia or Fever —
7. Enteric Fever —
8. Malaria .. —
9. Malarial Cachexia —

L0. Cholera —
11. Diarrhoea -- -
11a. Enteritis # , ‘ 2
12. Dysentery 1
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Ansemia . .  „
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases of the Respirator;

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ..
26. Puerperal Septicaemia ..
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

aa
aM
*
£

29 39

15

1
1

1
2
3

24

o
w
a
3 A

l !

170

17

153

4

3
9

14

3
2

23
1

1
2

23

1
5

121

19

cs
J S*0 u 5 o
§

33 36

13 ' 8

3 | 2
1 i —

4 5
— 3

102 
. 4

49

6
1

17
4

1
15

1
1

20

23

28

11

CS

3
S

10

<8.2 *§00 £  P A
■SI 8
S 3.W

23

18

21

ns
§
3

1

«>>
e.3
1w

«S A

J l
£

27

21

29

M  ! F

19 13 15 9

11 j 8 2 ! 3

i
18 I 11 11 13

3



( 10 )

Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of December, 1923, in each Ward and oE
each Race in the City of Colombo— continued.

Causes o f  Death.

Wards. . Deaths among all Races.

S4
[3 02 Ih3

s
S’
& 1

A
aH

s>>C8

All Causes 20 10 217 208 98 62 61 72 14 11 24

I. -  Infantile Mortality

A .— One W eek and under.

1. Prematurity
2. D ebility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a, Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronohitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B .— Over 1 Week and under 1 Y ear.

1. Prematurity
2. D ebility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chiokenpox
4. Measles 
6. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea 
H a . Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anohylostomiasis or Doohmius Duo

denalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronohitis
22. Pneumonia . .
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System
24. Bright's Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . .
26. Puerperal Septietemia . .
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation
30. Acoidents and Negligence
31. . Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

40 43 24 18 20

1
1

12

3
' 1

6

177

2
160

4

74

7

1
3

44 53

3

52

0 
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24
1

I
64 45 13 10 20

22
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