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No. 7,399—  FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 1924.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF MARCH, 1924.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed u n d e r  sections 31-36  

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in proclaimed towns numbered 378 (328 General, 1 Kandyan, and 49 Muham­
madan), as against 365 in the preceding month and 291 in the corresponding month of last year. In Colombo the 
number of marriages was 137 (109 General and 28 Muhammadan), as against 153 in the preceding month and 123 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 1,584 (806 males and 778 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of 

30-31 per 1,000 of the population, as against 32" 14 in the preceding month, 3 3 '0 4  in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 29-58 the average for the corresponding months since 1914. The rate ranged from 9-40 in Anuradhapura to 
5 9 • 3 9 in Nawalapitiya.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 566 (301 males and 265 females), and were equal 
to an annual rate of 26 • 39 per 1,000, as against 29 • 90 in the preceding month, 31 • 03 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 24'75 the average for the corresponding months since 1914. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and Pettah 
Wards, ranged from 10-06 in Kollupitiya to 28-07 in Wellawatta North.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,769 (934 males and 835 females). There 

were 1,427 deaths of residents in the towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 29-53 per 1,000, as against 
32-64 in the preceding month, 32-48 in the corresponding month of last year, and 29-48 the average for the month of 
March in each year since 1914. The rate ranged from 126-56 in Vavuniya to 3- 60 in Kegalla.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 640 (343 males and 297 females). There were 546  
deaths of town residents, which corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 29-31 per 1,000, as against 32-91 in the 
preceding month, 32-59 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27-03 the average for the month of March in 
each year since 1914. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and Pettah Wards, ranged from 26"75 in San Sebastian to 11'02  
in Kollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 117 (53 males and 64 females), as against 100 in the 
preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one year amounted to 358 and corresponded to a rate of 220 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended March 31, 1924. Reckoned on the births registered during the month 
only the rate was 226, as against 246 in the previous month, 229 in the corresponding month of last year, and 223 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1914.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 140 and corresponded to a rate of 
240 per 1,000 births registered durii^jfche twelve months ended March 31, 1924. Reckoned on the births registered 
during the month only the rate was 2$|mts against 246 in the previous month, 226 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 230 the average for the corresponding months since 1914.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 15 per cent, of the total deaths were due, Debility 

(of children under one year) caused 8 percent, of the deaths, Convulsions 7 per cent., Phthisis 5 per cent., Diarrhoea and 
Dysentery, each 4 per cent., Enteritis, Anehylostomiasis, and Bright's Disease and Nephritis, each  3 per cent.. Prematurity, 
Enteric Fever, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Puerperal Septicsemia, each 2 per cent., Tetanus, Bronchitis, Influenza,  
and Cancer, each 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 14 per cent, of the total deaths.
Phthisis caused 9 per cent, of the deaths, Convulsions 7 per cent., Debility (of children under 1 year) 6 per cent.,, 
Enteric Fever and Enteritis, each 4 per cent., Diarrhoea and Dysentery, each 3 per cent., Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 
Prematurity and Influenza, each 2 per cent., Plague, Cancer, Tetanus, Bronchitis, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, 
Puerperal Septicsemia, and Anehylostomiasis, each 1 per cent. ’

12. Nine'deaths from Plague (7 males and 2 females) wore registered in Colombo, as against 22 in the preceding 
month and 13 in the corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chickenpox, of which 
128 cases were reported (102 in Colombo, 7 in Tangalla, 6 in Kandy, 6 in Galle), Phthisis followed with 106 cases 
(101 in Colombo, 5 in Galle), Enteric Fever 60 (34 in Colombo, 14 in Galle), Measles 38 (31 in Colombo), Continued Fever 
32 (21 in Colombo, 8 in Galle), Plague 7 (in Colombo), Mumps 7 (5 in Colombo), Whooping Cough 6 (5in  Badulla), and 
Smallpox 2 (1 each in Colombo and Ratuapura), There were also reported 1 ease of Dysentery in Moratuwa and’ 1 of 
Diphtheria in Colombo.

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall.— Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (20-82 in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged 

from 14 • 24 in. in Nawalapitiya to 2- 80 in. in JaTna and Vavuniya. Colombo recorded 11 • 29 in
15. Mean Temperature.— The mean temperature varied frem 82-6° in Mannar to 60 -6°' in Nuwara Eliya, and 

was 81-4° in Colombo.
16. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and III. and IV. for the city of Colombo in the

Appendix. *

Registrar-General’s Office, jj W . Codbington,
Colombo, May 5, 1924 Registrar-General.
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of March, 1924, in each Ward, and of
each Race in the City of Colombo.

Causes of Death.
City of -Colombo.

Fo
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 a
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le
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ih
.

1 I

St
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l’s
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Sa
n 

Se
ba

st
ia
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Ko
ta

he
na

 
'

No
rt

h.

Ko
ta

he
na

So
ut

h.
 

i 1 j

M F Total. M F M V M F M F H JF M F
All Causes£> 343 297 640 1 1 3 1 2 1 2 0 13 14 15 18 24 25

I.— Infantile Mortality 74 66 140 — —. __ . - .10 5 3 4 5 3 6 4

A.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity 3 4 72. Debility 4 7 11 '

— — ----
3. Convulsions 6 7 |3 : — — — 1
4. Diarrhoea ___ 3 — 1 — — 1 ----.
4a. Enteritis __ __
f>. Tetanuis 1 1

— — • — — — — — — ----
8. , Bronchtis . .  . . - — 1 — — — — — — — -
7. Pneumonia __ • — — — — — — — — —
8. Other Causes . . 3* . i t 4  . — — __ __ __ 'Z — __ z

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity ___ 4 4
2. Debility 18 8 26 — — — — — —
3. Convulsions 15 10 1 — 3 — 2 1,.
4. Diarrhoea 1 l **~* — 3 1 • 2 3 2 1 1 1
4a. Enteritis 6 4 10

— — —
6. Tetanus — — — — — — — — --- ;
6. Bronchitis 1 2 — — — — — — — — —
7. Pneumonia -8 10 18

— — — — — — — —* —
8. Other Causes 9t 8§ 17 - - — — —

2
1

1
— z —

2 2 1

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 269 231 500 1 1 3 1 1 1 15 10 1 0 10 15 18 2 t
1. Plague 7 2 92. Smallpox — — 1 — — — — --- — ---.
3. Chickenpox __ - — —
4. Measles — —
5. Influenza G 5
6. Pyrexia or -Fever 1 1

— — 1 — 1 — — --- - 1 1
7. Enteric Fever . .  . . 14 13 27 — —
8. Malaria 4 — — — 1 1 — — — 2-
9. Malarial Cachexia 1 — — — 1 — 1 — — 2

10. Cholera — — —
11. Diarrhoea 1,1 7 1 0

—
11a. Enteritis 9 1 — 1 L i 1 1 — 3 — 1 2.-
12. Dysentery 11 5 16 1 1 1 1 .1 2 —
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo- 1 — 1 2 — — — 1 1 —

denalis 1 5
14. Cancer 7 215. Phthisis 28 31

— 1 — —
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases 1 I

— — — 1 2 1 1 1 3 2 5.
17. Anaemia 1 1 T

— — — — ---- —- — — — 1
18. Diabetes Mellitus 1 • — • --- — — — — --- — — --- -
19. Convulsions 3 3 — — — —•.
20. Tetanus 7 . l

— — — — —  J 1 — — 1 1 1 I
21. Bronchitis 4 2 1 — — 1 — 1 —-
22- Pneumonia . . 42 an 72

— — — — 2 — — — — 1 — —
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratorv 1 3 — .1 2 1 1 2 1

System 4 1 5
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 7 5 12 1 ----
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. __ — — — — .--- 1 1 . ----
26. Puerperal Septicaemia 7 7

** ““ — — — — — — —
27. Miscarriage __ — — ' --- — 1 — ---- — ----
28. Other undefined Aeoidents of Childbirth __ 7 7 —
29. Starvation __ — — ---. — — — — —
30. Accidents and Negligence 13 3 1631. Homicide 3
32. Suicide 2 ——
33. Execution 3 *
34. All Other Causes . . . 80|1 son

1

16G- — — 1 — 1 7 3 4 1 6 5 6

Wards.

t From Atelectasis. ™  ^ ^ op m en t and Infected Umbilicus.
t Four deaths from Influenza, 2. each from Syphilies and Rickets i r,
| Three deaths from Influenza, 2 from Syphilis and 1 each J from Dysentery.

, "  ’ v ac^ *rom Pertussis, Rickets, and Secondary Haemorrhage from th
,| Here are included 19 deaths from Old Ace. 7 from TVhilit^ - , - „
If Here are included 25 deaths from Old Age 10 from Debilhv Tfr 5  w*1 £r°m Mamsmus, Heart Disease, and ParalyBis. 

and Paralysis. S . om Debility, 9 from Worms, and 5 each from Marasmus- Heart Disease

navel.
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Table IV.— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of March, 1924, in each Ward, and of
each Race in the City of Colombo— continued.

Causes of Death.

f
Wards.
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i
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No
rt
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M F M F M F M F H F M F u r M F

All Causes 25 24 123 95 29 25 12 7 l i 12 25 21 15 9

TH 16

I —infantile Mortality 10 5 14 17 6 9 2 4 4 2 7 8 5 2 i 2

A.— One Week and under. -

1. Prematurity — — 1 4 — — — — — — 1 — — — — —
2. Debility , — *— — 1 2 3 — --- 1 .1 "— ““" *
3. Convulsions 2 2 1 — ■ — • --- — 1
4. Diarrhoea — — — — — ■— — — — — — — . --- --“ — —

. -4a. Enteritis — — — --_ —  - •— — — — — ---- — “ “ — —
5. Tetanus — — — *--- —1 ■— — — — ---- — — — — —

' =6. Bronchitis — — — — — — — --- — ---- — — — — —
7. Pneumonia — —
«. Other Causes . ,  ■ - ~

2 1 b

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 Y ear.

1. Prematurity —
2. Dibility 3 — 2 1 2 i 1 2 1 1 2 — I — ----
3. Convulsions. 3 i •. --- — 1 2 • --- . 1 1 — — — X — ~ --- -
4. Diarrhoea — — ---- — — — . 1 — *--- — — — — ----

'4a. Enteritis — — 4 2 1 2 1 — —
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis — i ---  U — 1 — — - - — — — i — — — —
7. Pneumonia — — 2 3 — — — 1 — 1 — 1 -- - 1 ----
8. Other Causes 2 i 2 2 2 ---- 3 2 i 1

3 1 .- -General Mortality (1 Year and Over) . . 15 19 109 78 23 16 10 3 7 10 18 13 10 7 16 14

1. Plague — — — — — — — — — •— 1 1 — — 5 1
2. Smallpox
3. Chiekenpox — — — — —

• 4. Meaeles —
5. Influenza 2 1 — — 1 1 — — — — — 2 — — —
6. Pyrexia or Fever — — 1 — — — — — — — — —- — --- -
7. Enteric Fever 1 1 8 2 — — 1 — — 1 1 1 1 2 4
8. Malaria. 1 — 1 1
9. Malarial Cachexia —

30. Cholera-
•11. Diarrhoea — 2 3 1 --- - — — — — — — — 1 4-- — —
3 la. Enteritis — 1 , — 4 1 — — — 1 — — i — — i
12. Dysentery — — 4 2 1 — 2 — — — 2 — — — —
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo

denalis — — 1 5
14. Cancer — — 5 i
15. Phthisis '' . 1 2 14 8 1 5 — ,--- — 2 4 i 1 1 2 i
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anemia — — — — — •--- — — — — — — — ■--- —
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions — 1 — — — — — — 1 — — — — — i

- 20. Tetanus — — 4 — — — — — — — 1 — — __ ,--- __
21. Bronchitis ---- i — — 1 1 — — — ---- __ __ __ __
22. Pneumonia 1 ---- 23 12 2 3 — 1 2 1 3 2 1 1 2 3
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System — 3 1 — — — — — — — __ :_ __■ —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 1 1 4 1 — — — — — — — 1 __ i 1 ___
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ... — ■ — — — — — — — __ __ __ __ __ ___
-26. Puerperal Septicaemia . . — — 5 — — — — — — __■ - — — __ —
27. Miscarriage —
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth. ---  . — — 3 — 1 — __ __ 1 ___ 1 i . __
29. Starvation — — — — ---- — ---- __ ___ —
30. Accidents and Negligence — — 7 3 1 — — — 1 _ 1 __ 1 __ —
31. Homicide — — 1 — — — — __ __ __ 1 __ •1 j —
32. Suicide — — 1 — --- — __ __ _ __ —
33. Execution — — — — * --- __’ 3 __ __ _ -  j —
34. All :Ot her Causes 8 10 26 29 16 5 4 1 2 5

5
3

3 ! 2 I *1
4



( 10 )

Table TV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of March, 1924, in each Ward, and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Causes of Death.

Wards.

Ail Causes

I. —Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.-—Over 1 Week and under l Tear.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.—-General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1. ' Plague.
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles
5. Influenza
0. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea
llo . Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anchylostomiasis

denalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous
17. Antemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21, Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . .
26. Puerperal Septicaemia . .
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of C
29. Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. AJ1 Other Causes

Deaths among all Races.

W
el
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w
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ut

h.

Eu
ro

pe
an
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rg

he
rs

.

Si
nh
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es

e.

1
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. 
! i i

M
oo

rs
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|

i

3

i
1
o

M F; M F M F M F M F M F M F M F

•• 9 9 5 l 17 17 186 169 54 46 53 50 10 9 18 5

1 1 — — 4 3 42 32 13 11 12 13 i 5 2 2

1 2 2 1 1
-

— — — — — 2 2 — 2 1 1 __ 1 1 1
---  . — —1 4 1 2 3 — 3 — — — .

— — — — — — — — — — 1 — — — —

— — — — — — 1 1 2 — — — — -• — —

-
3 1— — — — 1 — 12 3 3 3 2 2 __ — —

1 — — — 1 — 5 4 3 1 6 5 __ — __ -- -

— — — — — — 4 3 l — — — i 1 —
— — — ’__ :__ __ 1 1 1 _ .
— 1 — — — 2 6 6 2 __ __ 1 __ __ __ 1

— — i 1 7 5 — — 1 1 — 1 — —

8 8 5 i 13 14 144 137 41 35 41 37 9 4 16 3

— — — — — — 4 -2 2 1 __ __ — __ •---

— __ __ __ __ __
— — — — — — — — —

— — — — _ __ 2 1 1 2 2 2 __ 1— — — ' — — 1 — __ __ __ __ __ __ :— — -
— — 1 1 1 7 8 1 __ __ 2 1 1 3 1— — —1 — — — 1 — 2 3 — — — 1

— — — — 1 — — — — — — — ’--- —
— — — — — __ 6 5 1 2 3 _ 1 __ ■ __
.---’ — — — — — 5 6 1 2 1 1 __ __ __ —

LO- — — — — • 3 3 4 2 1 — — — 3 —
— — __ __ __ __ 1 3 2 __

1 — 2 i 1 . --- 3 1 1 __ __ __ - __ __
— — — — 2 3 15 16 4 2 3 9 1 1 3 —

1
— —

1
— 1 1 — — — — — — — —

— — — __ 1 __ __ _ __ . _ __,
1 — — — — — 1 3 1 — 1 1 — 1 — i— — — — — 7 — — 1 — __ __ — __ __

— — — — 1 — 1 1 1 __ 1 __ __ 1 __ __
— 3 — — 1 1 22 24 8 1 7 4 . __ 4 __

ry
— — — — — — 3. 1 1 — — __ __ __ __ —
— — — — — 1 6 1 1 1 — 2 — — — —

— 1 - - — __«4l __ 5 — 1 — — — — — l
■th — — — — — - 3 — 3 — 1 — — — —

1 ' --- — — 2 __ ni 2 4 1 __ __ __ __ z —
— — — — — — 2 — I — — __ __ — __ —-
— — — — __ I __ 1 __ __ __ __ __ __
— — — — __ __ 2 __ 1 __ __ __ __ __ - _
4 4 2 — 4 8 42 52 7 11 18 15 6 ---' 1 —

a . o .  R i c h a r d s ,  a c t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  p r i n t e r ,  C o l o m b o ,  c e y l o n .


