
SUPPLEMENT
TO  T H E

PART I.

No. 7,404 — FRIDAY, JULY 11, 1924.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF APRIL, 1924.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics o f  the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under-sections 31-36 

o f the Ordinance N o. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in proclaim ed towns numbered 194 (174 General, 4 Kandyan, and 16 Muham­
madan), as against 378 in the preceding m onth and 201 in the corresponding m onth o f last year. In  Colombo the 
number o f  marriages was 72 (64 General and 8 Muhammadan), as against 137 in the preceding m onth and 86 in the 
corresponding m onth of last year.

Births.
3. The births registered num bered 1,503 (749 males and 754 females), and were equivalent to  an annual rate of 

29 '72  per 1,000 of the population, as against 30*31 in the previous m onth, 30*24 in the corresponding m onth of last 
year, and 27* 86 the average for the corresponding months since 1014. The rate ranged from 4*11 in HattOn-Dikoya to 
57* 96 in  Nawalapitiya.

4. .In  the city  o f Colombo the births registered numbered 535 (265 males and 270 females), and were equal
to  an annual rate of 25*78 per 1,000, as against 26* 39 in the preceding m onth, 26*72 in the corresponding m onth of last 
year, and 22*82 the average for the corresponding months since 1914. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah 
Wards, ranged from  11*26 in San Sebastian to  31*49 in Maradana E ast. "*

Deaths.
5. The tptal deaths registered during the m onth num bered 1,528 (793 males and 735 females). There 

were 1,250 deaths o f residents in  the towns, equivalent to  an annual standardized rate of 26*73 per 1,000, as against 
29*53 in the preceding month, 32*77 in the corresponding month o f last year, and 27*43 the average for the m onth o f 
April in each year since 1914. The rate ranged from 145*31 in Vavim iya to  7*33 in W eligama.

6. In  the c ity  of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 570 ( 297 males and 273 females). There, were 493 
deaths of tow n  residents, which corresponded to  an annual standardized rate of 27*35 per 1,000, as against 29* 31 in the 
preceding m onth, 34*18 -in the corresponding'm onth of last year, and 25*20 the average for the m onth o f April in 
each year since 1914. The rate, exclusive o f  the Fort and the Pettah. Wards, ranged from 22*45 in Maradana N orth 'to  
9 91 in K ollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered during the m onth numbered 102 (50 males and 52 females), as against 117 in the
preceding month. "

Infant Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one year am ounted to  318 and corresponded to  a rate of 202 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve m onths ended April, 1924. Reckoned on the births registered during the m onth only* 
the rate was 212, as against 226 in  the preceding m onth, 265 in the corresponding m onth of last year; and 228’ th e  
average for the corresponding m onths in each year since 1914.

9. In  the city o f Colombo the deaths of children under one year num bered 112 and corresponded to  a rate of 
199 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended April, 1924. Reckoned on the births registered during- 
the m onth on ly  the rate was 209, as against 247 in the preceding month, 278 in the corresponding m onth o f last year, 
and 247 the average for the corresponding m onths since 1914.

Causes of Death.
10. T h e highest m ortality was from  Pneumonia, to  which 16 per cent, o f the total deaths were due, Convulsions

caused 8 per cent, o f  the deaths, Debility (o f  children under one year) and Phthisis, each 6 per cent., M alaria and M alarial. 
Cachexia, Dysentery, and Diarrhoea, each 4 'per cent., Enteritis, Anchylostomiasis, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, am i 
Prematurity, each 3 per cent., Puerperal Septicmmia, Enteric Fever, Influenza,and. Plague, each 2 per cent., a n d Bronchitis, 
Tetanus, and Cancer 1 per cent. eaeh. •

11. In  Colombo, too, the highest m ortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 15 per cent, o f the tota l deaths. 
Phthisis caused 10 per cent, o f  the deaths, Convulsions 8 per cent., Debility (o f children under one year) 6 perTcent., 
Enteritis and Plague, each 4 per cent., Enteric Fever, and Bright's Disease and Nephritis, each 3 per cent., Bronchitis, 
Influenza, Dysentery, Anchylostomiasis, and Puerperal Septicsemia, each 2 per cent,, and Diarrhoea, M alaria, Cancer» 
Amentia, and Prematurity, each 1 per Gent.

12. Tweiity-three deaths from  Plague (18 males and 5 females) were registered in Colom bo, as against -9 in the
preceding m onth and 11 in the corresponding m onth o f last year. - * *

13. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease m ost prevalent during the m onth -was Phthisis, o f which 
105 oases, were reported (95 in Colombo, 4 in G a lle ); Measles follow ed w ith  97 cases (94 m  Colom bo), Ghickenpox 84 
(70 in  C olom bo, 3 each in Galle and Jaffna), Enteric Fever’ 61 (30 in Colom bo, 19 in dalle), Continued Fever 33 (24 in 
Colomtjo, 5 in  Galle), Plague 24 (23 in C olom bo and 1 in K andy), M um ps 4 (in Colom bo), Whooping Gough & (3 in 
Badulla and 1 in Colom bo), Smallpox 2 (in  Colom bo), Diphtheria 2 (in C olom bo), and Acute Diarrhoea !  (in Colom bo).

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall.— Kalutara recorded the highest rainfall (13*11 in.). In  the other towns the rainfall ranged 

from  10*90 in. in  Ratnapura to 0*25 in. in Jaffna. Colom bo recorded 8* 92 in.
15. M ean  Temperature. — The mean temperature varied from  86*5° in Jaffna to  61 * 2° in Nuwaya Eliya, and

was 82*6° in  Colom bo. * ,
16. F or detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for ali towns and I II . and IV . for the city of Colombo.

Registrar-General’s Office, jj W . Codbington ,
Colom bo, June 4, 1924. - Registrar-General.
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of April, 1924, in each Ward, and of
each R ace  in the City of Colombo.

Wards.

Causes of Death.
City of Colombo.
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1GO

M F Total. M F M F M F M Jp M F M F

All Causes 297 273 570 i — 5 — 21 22 10 10 .16 17 20 24

I.— Infantile Mortality 55 57 112 •— — — — 3 3 3 6 5 3 7

1.
A .— One Week and under. 

Prematurity ‘ 6 6 l
2. Debility 2 6 8 1
3. Convulsions 5- 3 •8 — — — -— — -- - — — 1 2 1 -- .
4. Diarrhoea . . . — — — —
4a. Enteritis _ — _ _ — — — — — — — — — —
5. Tetanus — — _ . --
6. Bronchitis — — — __ — — — — — --- ■ -- - — —
7. Pneumonia . . . _ — _ _ — --- ‘ .— — — — — — — —

'8. Other Causes • . . 1* I t . 2

i.
B .— Over 1 Week and under-1 Year. 
Prematurity

2. Debility 9 16 25 _ _ — — . — 1 — — ’--- 1 1 2
3. Convulsions 9 11 20 _ _ — — . — 2 1 2 — ■ 1 — 1
4. Diarrhoea 1 — 1 _ _ — _. _ __ _ — — — —
4a. Enteritis 5 4 9 __ — — — — — — — 2 — — 1
s. Tetanus . . . . . . — — __ — -- . —- —- — — s— — — — ---
6. Bronchitis 2 4 6 __. _ --. __ ---. _ _ 1 — — 1 —

' 7. Pneumonia 5 8 13 ___ _ — __ — — 1 — 1 1 — 1
8. Other Causes .. io t *1 14 — — --- — • — — 1 — 1

1 1 .- General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 242 216 458 i — 5 — 21 19 7 7 10 12 17 17

1. Plague . 18 5 23 _ 2 __ 2 1 _ 1 2 '_ _
2. Smallpox — _ _ — _ --- — — — — —
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles _ 2 -
6. Influenza 8 6 14 _ _ — _ 1 1 3 _ 1 1 '
6. Pyrexia or Fever 1 1 ' 2 _ — .— _ __ --- — — — —
7. Enteric Fever . . . 8 9 17 - ,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 — ■--_ —
8. Malaria 5 3 8 _ _ — _ 1 — 1 _ — -- . —
9.

10. Cholera _ _ _ _• . _1 _. _ _. _ _ _ — .--
11. Diarrhoea . 4 3 7 _ . _ _ i _. _. 1 1 — .--
11a. Enteritis 6 10 16 _ ._ _ i 1 — 2 1 3
12. Dysentery 6 5 11 _ — 1 _ —V — 1 1 —
13. Anchylostomiasis or Doohmius Duo- 

denalis 4 6 10 • •

14. Cancer 5 3 8 — —
16. Phthisis 28 29 57 - _ _ _ 5 2 1 1 1 2 — 3
16- Other Tuberculous Diseases 2 _ 2
17. Anaemia 1 5 6 _ _ _ — 1 1 — -- - — — — 1
18. Diabetes Mellitua 1 1 2 _, _ _ _ 1 — -- - --- — -- . _
19. Convulsions 7 10 17 _ _ — — 1 1 — 1 — 1 2 2
20. Tetanus 3 2 5 __ _ — — — — — — — ■-- — —
31. Bronchitis 5 3 8 __ _ — — 1 — — 1 --* I — —

22. Pneumonia 38 36 74 .— — 1 — 1 4 — 1 1 4 3 3
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory 

System 6 2 7 . _ - _ _ 1 — — — —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 11 5 16 — . — — 1 1 — — — — 1 i
26. Puerperal Eclampsia . . — 4 4

326. Puerperal Septicaemia — 10 10 — • — — — — — — 1 —
-27. Miscarriage

Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
— — — — . -— — — — —— —” --- — —

28. — 2 2 — — -- - — — --- — — — --- — —
29. Starvation . . — — — — — -- - — — — — — ---' -- - -- . —
3 0 .. Accidents and Negligence 7 1 8 — 1
31. Homicide -- - — — — — — — — — — — — — — —-
32. Suicide 1 — 1 — — • — — — — — — -- - — —

33. Execution — — — .— i — — --- — — — — -- '
34. All Other Causes 68|| 53f 121 i —~ 2 — 6 2 - 1 1 1 9 3

* From 'D ilatation of Heart.
T F rom  Anchylostomiasis. •
j  Four deaths from Influenza, and 1 eaoh from Syphilis Cerebral Compression, H eart Disease, Meningitis', Nephritis, and 

Peritonitis.
$ Tw o deaths from Syphilis, and 1 each from Laryngitis and P y a e m i a .
|| Here are included 10 deaths from Old Age, 5  eaoh from Marasmus, Riokets, H eart Disease, and Cirrhosis of L iver and 4 

each from  Paralysis and Peritonitis.
If H ere are included 18 deaths from O ld Age, 8 from Debility, 3 each from H eart Disease and Worms.
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of April, 1924, in each Ward, and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued. . • ___________
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All Causes
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19 19 96 83 30 28 10 6 21 14 14 24 12 10
i

16 9

I — Infantile Mortality 7 3 8 9 8 11 2 2 7 -  4 7 2 2 3 1 2

A.— One Week and under.

1. Prematurity 1 3 — —
1

—
2

— — 1
— 1

1
— —’

2. Debility ----
. 1 . . 1 __ __

3. Convulsions _ _
4.
4a.

Diarrhoea
Enteritis .. • — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

5. Tetanus ---- —
6. Bronchitis — —
7. Pneumonia — — —

1 1
8. Other Causes • . . *

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 ¥  ear.
1

1. Prematurity — — 2 2
2

| l
— — ■

2 2 1 1 ~ T I I z
.2. Dibility 1

2 3 1 1 1 __ i 1 ■_,
3. Convulsions __ . _ __ -

'4 . Diarrhoea -- -
2 - } _ _ _ _

4a. Enteritis —
5.
6.
7.
8.

Tetanus
Bronchitis
Pneumonia . . .
Other Causes . .  .

■ 2 
2

1

1 
1 ^ 1

2 
3 1

2
1

—
2

l
2 — — — -

l
1

I I . - -General Mortality (1 Year and Over) .. 12 16 88 74 2 2 17 8 4 14 10 7 22 10 7 15 7

1. Plague — — — 1 1 — — — 1 — — — 1 — 9 2

2. Smallpox __ __ __ __ __
3. Chickenpox ^.. .. —

1 _ 1 __ _L_ _
4. Measles — —

1 2
5;
6.
7;
8.

Influenza 
Pyrexia or Fever 
Enteric Fever 
Malaria

1

1

4
2

1
6
3

1

1
1 — 1 . _ — __

2 1

9. Malarial Cachexia — — —
10.
n .
llo .

Cholera
Diarrhoea ..  
Enteritis 1 3

2
2 1 1

— __
1

■--- —
i

— 1 —
—

12. Dysentery — 1 4 2 — — —
- 13.

14.
15.

Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo- 
denalis 

Cancer 
Phthisis

1
2 2

4
4

10

5 
1
6 2 4

—
1

3
1
2

--- .

5 2

j ^ ^ ! 1 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases — 2

117. Anaemia — — 2 ^ 7 — ---  . . “T
18. Diabetes Mellitus • --- — — — 1 ——

1 119. Convulsions — — — — 3 1 — “T
20. Tetanus ' — — 2 2 . — _ — — 1 ---- ■1 :
21. 1 — — 1 2

i22. Pneumonia 1 5 22 9 2 1 3 — — 3 i 3 1 1 1
23. Other Diseases of ‘the Respiratory 1

3
2

2
1

24.
System •

Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
1
2 i

1
— — — — 2 — 1 — i —

25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. — — 3 — — — — “““
26. Puerperal Septicaemia . . — '
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth.
29. Starvation • 6 i30. Accidents and Negligence — — — — — —* — — — — — *•— —
31. Homicide
32. — — — —-. — — — — — — — . —  . — — " *
33. Execution 5

l \_ i i
34. All Other Causes . .  • • j 2 3 22 21 4 8 5 1 5 3 4 6 l
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Table IV.—Causes tff Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of-April, 1924, in each Ward, and of
each'Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards, Deaths among all Races.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

t. -'Infantile mortality

A ,— One Week and under.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B :— Over l  Week and under l  Year.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions . .
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis 
15. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.— General Mortality (1 Year and Oyer)
Plague
Smallpox

4. Measles
5. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or B’ever
7 . Enteric Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea
11a. Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anctiylostomiasis

denalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous
17. Ansemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19, Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ..
26. Puerperal Septioramia ..
27. Miscarriage . . .
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation
30. Acoidents and Negligence
31. Homicide .
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes
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6 7 3 — 13 10 153 154 58 46 48 53 10 8 12 2

1 3 — — 2 2 33 28 7 12 10 11 2 3 1 1

5 1
— — — — — — 1 3 — 3 ___ ___ i ___ — ___

1 — — — — — :i 1 1 1 • 1 1 ----- - — —
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
— —
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — . —

— — — — --- - — — — — — ----- ■ — — — —
— 1 1

— 1 — — 1 — 6 7 1 4 1 4 ___ 1 • — —
— — — — 1 — 4 7 2 — 2 2 ___ 1 — 1
— — — — — 1 — ___ ___ ___ — ___ — ___ -----*
— 2 — —  ' — 1 3 3 ___ ___ 1 ___ i — — —

---- — — — — — — — — ___ —— ___ ___ — ___ —
— — ---- . — — — 1 1 ___ . 1 3 ___ ___ ___ —
— — — — — 1 ' 2 3 1 2 1 1 ___ 1 1 ___

__L_ — — — 6 3. 2 1 2 — — — — —

5 4 3 — 11 8 120 126 51 34 38 42 8 5 11 1

. z z
— 2 — 3 4 10 — 1 1 — — 2 —

___ ___ ___ _ 2 * _
— — — _ _ — — 2 1 I 2 4 2 1 •------ — 1
“T — — — — — 1 1 ----- - ___ ___ ___ ___ —1. — ----
— — — — 1 — 4 8 ____ ___ 1 ___ — 3 —
— — — — — — 3 3 2 ___ ___ ___ ___ — — —

— --- - — — — — — — — — — — — -----  ' —
— — — — — — ’ ----- — ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ — — —

— — — — — — 4 1 _ _ 1 — 1 ___ — ___ —
— — — — — — 4 4 — 4 1 2 ___ — 1 —

— — — - 1 — l 2 4 1 — 2 — — — —

— — — — — 1 1 2 3 2- __ i _ ___ ___ —
— — — — 1 — 3 2 — 1 1 ___ ___ — ___ —

i — — — 1 — 12 16 4 4 5 7 4 2 2 —
— — — — — — 2 — — — — — :— — — —
— — — — — — — 4 1 — — 1 ___ — ___ —
— — — • — 1 — — 1 — ___ ___ ____ ___ — ___ —
— 1 — — — — 5 5 2 2 — 3 ___ — ___ —
— — — — — — 2 2 ___ - ___ i ___ ___ — ___ ___
— — — — 1 — ___ 1 1 1 3 1 _ ___ ___ __

i 1 —
— 1 1 21 24 9 6 _4 4 — 1 3 —

— — — — — _ 2 2 1 _ 2 _ . —

— — — — — — 6 3 2 1 3 1 — — — —
— — — — — — — 1 — 2 ___ 1 ___ — ___ —

1
“

3

1

— 3 — 3 — — — —

i — — — ----- - 6 ___ ___ 1 1 ___ ___ ___ ___

i — — — — — I — — — — — — — — —

i 2 3 — 2 5 37 33 i i 4 12 • 9 3 2 — —

A.. O. RICH ARD S, ACTING GOVERNMENT PR IN TER, COLOMBO, CEYLON .


