
S U P P L E M E N T

TO THE

(Erjrlxrn
PART I.

No. 7,419 — FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1924.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF JULY, 1924.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h i s  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in  the Island proclaimed under sections 3 1 - 3 6  

o f the Ordinance N o. 1 o f 1895.
Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in the proclaim ed towns num bered 357 (278 General, 8 Kandyan, and 71 M uham­
madan), as against 400 in the preceding m onth, and 391 in the. corresponding m onth o f last year. In  Colom bo the 
number o f marriages was 132 (89 General and 43 Muhammadan), as against 144 in the preceding month, and 144 in  the 
corresponding m onth of last year.

Births.
3. The births registered num bered 1,55 4 (812 males and 742 females), and were equivalent to  an annual rate of

29 ■ 74 per 1,000 o f the population, as against 27 • 62 in  the preceding m onth, 3 1 ’ 41 in the corresponding m onth o f last 
year, and 25- 87 the average for the corresponding m onths since 1914. The rate ranged from 12-02 in  V avuniya to  
66-87 in  Lunugala. ,

4. In  the city  o f Colom bo the births registered numbered 528 (270 males and 258 females), and were equivalent 
to  an annual rate of 24-62 per 1,000, as against 26 ' 11 in the preceding m onth, 24 '4 0  in  the corresponding m onth o f last 
year, and 20"74 the average for the corresponding m onths since 1914. The rate, exclusive o f  the Fort and the Pettah ; 
Wards, ranged from  12-17 in St. Paul’s  to  27-35 in W ellawatta N orth .

Deaths.
5. The tota l deaths registered during the m onth num bered 1,666 (873 males and 793 females). There 

were 1,313 deaths of residents in  the tow ns, equivalent to  an annual standardized rate o f 27* 18 per 1,000, as against 
24-83 in the preceding month, 32-28 in the corresponding month o f last year, and 29 '5 7  the average for the m onth o f  
Ju ly  in  each year since 1914. The rate ranged from  7 7 '1 4  in Annradhapura to  10 * 52 in Katnapura.

6. In  the c ity  of Colom bo the deaths registered numbered 547 (293 males and 251 females). There were 446
deaths of tow n residents) which corresponded to  an annual standardized rate of 23*95 per 1,000, as against 21 • 75 in the 
preceding m onth, 35 '8 4  in the corresponding m onth  of-last year, and 28-32 the average! for the m onth o f Ju ly  in 
each'.year since 1914. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah W ards, ranged from  29-15 in  M aradana East 
'to ' 10 • 53 in W ellaw atta South. .

7. The stillbirths registered during the m onth  numbered 93 (48 males and 45 females), as against 111 in th e  
preceding month.

• Infant Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one year am ounted to 344 and corresponded to  a rate of 216 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended Ju ly  31, 1924. Reckoned on  the births registered during the m onth  on ly  , 
the rate was 221, as against 226 in the preceding mpnth, 260 in  the corresponding m onth of last year, and 269 the 
average for the corresponding m onths since 1914.

9. In  the city o f Colombo the deaths o f children under one year num bered 114 and corresponded to  a  rate o f  - 
198 per 1,000 births registered during th e  twelve m onths ended Ju ly  31, 1924. Reckoned on  the births registered during 
the m onth only the rate was 216, as against 214 in the preceding m onth, 345 in the corresponding m onth o f  last year, 
and 319 the average for the corresponding m onths since 1914.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest m ortality was from  Pneumonia, to  which 16 per cent, o f the tota l deaths were due, Phthisis  and 

Debility (o f children under 1 year) each caused 7 per cent, o f the total deaths ; Convulsions 6 per cen t .; Diarrhoea, Enteritis, 
Dysentery, Malaria and M alarial Cachexia, each 4 per cent. ; Bright's Disease an d  Nephritis, Enteric F ever, and 
Prematurity, each 3 per ce n t .; A  nch ylostomiasis, Bronchitis, Influenza, an d  Puerperal Septicaemia, each 2 per ce n t .; and 
Cancer and Tetanus, 1 per cent. each.

11. In Colom bo, too, the highest m ortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 14 per cent, o f the tota l deaths.
Phthisis caused 10 per cent, o f the deaths; Convulsions, 7 per cen t.; Enteritis and Enteric Fever, each 6 per ce n t .; Debility 
(o f children under 1 year) 5 per cent., Diarrhoea, Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, Bronchitis, and Influenza, each 3 per * 
cen t .; Dysentery and Cancer, each. 2 per ce n t .; and Plague, Prematurity, Anchylostomiasis, and Puerperal Septicaemia, 1 per­
cent. each. ' •

12. E ight deaths from  Plague (in  Colom bo) were registered, as against 5 in  the preceding m onth  and, 19 in  the 
corresponding m onth of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease m ost prevalent during the moDth was Phthisis, o f  w hich  
124 cases were reported (104 in Colom bo, 11 in Galle). Enteric Fever  follow ed  w ith  77 cases (34 in  C olom bo, 8 each 
in K alutara and Galle, 7 each in Panadure and K andy), Measles 72 (45 in Colom bo, 21 in Jaffna), Ghickenp/.x 59 
(40 in Colom bo, 8 in Matale), Continued Fever 38 (18 in Colom bo, 11 in  Galle, and 7 in  M oratuwa), M um ps  12 (6 in  
Badulla, 4 in Colom bo), and Plague 9 (in Colom bo). There were also 1 case of Dysentery in WeUgama, 1 each o f 
Smallpox and Diphtheria in Colombo, an d  1 o f  Whooping Gough in  Badulla.

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall. N a w a lap itiya  record ed  th e  highest rain fall (32-85 in.). In  th e  other tow n s th e  ra in fa ll rah ged  

fro m  18"57 in. in  H atton to  0-07 in ., in  Jaffna. Colom bo record ed  13-76 in .
15. M ean Temperature.— The m ean temperature varied from  85 • 2 ° in  Trincom alee to  60 • 2° in Nuwara Eliya, and ' 

was 80 -9° in Colombo.
16. F or detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and I II . and IV . for the city  o f  C o lo m b o ,  in the 

Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office,' H. W . Cooktnoton,
Colombo, August 26, 1924. Registrar*General.
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Table IV .—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of July, 1924, in eaoh Ward, and of
each Race in the City o f Colombo.

Wards.

Causes of Death.
City of Colombo.

9
Io
•3 •
§ s i

«
ics

’<5
s
£

c8

1 §
S
1

s43
gt* Ixi

fa
■*»
fa 43GO $GO f

z; o
M

n

M y Total. M F M f M F M F M •F M F

All Causes- . .  . . 296 251 547 l — ■ i i 25 22 6 5 17 20 13 17

(.—infantile Mortality 61 53 114 — — — — 9 7 — — 6 9 3 5

A .— One Week and under. 1
1. Prematurity 2 2 4 — — — — —

1
— — 1. — —

2. Debility 6 7 13 —* — —“ — 1 — —- — 3 1 1
3. Convulsions 5 1 6 —■ -— — — 2 — — —* — 1 — —
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

6. Bronchitis'
7. Pneumonia . . 1 1 ___ — — — — — __ - __. — __
8. Other Causes 1» — 1 j —

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. 21. Prematurity — 2
2. Debility 8 8 16 — — — 1 2
3. Convulsions 13 7 20 '— —— 2 —- --* 1 — —
4. Diarrhoea 1 2 3 — — — — — ---- 2 — —
4a. Enteritis 10 6 16 — 2 1 i  : i
5. Tetanus -- . ----
6. Bronchitis 1 5 6 ■— — 1 — --- 1 —

•!
—

7. Pneumonia 9 4 13 — — ~~ 1
1

— — 1 — 1
8. Other Causes . ®t 13 1

IL— General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 235 198 433

8

l — 1
1

i 16 15 6 5 11 i i 10 12

1. Plague
2. Smallpox

6 2
V- — — — — — —- — z —

3. Chickenpox . . — __ ,__ ___ __
4, Measles 9 16 . __ __ - __ __ 1 2 2 15. Influenza A
6. Pyrexia or Fever ' . . i

9
3 -- __ __ __ _ '

2
22 31 __ • . __ i __ . __ 1

7. Enteric Fever - . . 1 __ __ __ . __
8. Malaria . . . 1 1 __ __ __
9. Malarial Cachexia 1

10. Cholera —■ 15 — .— __ /• 1 _ __ __ 2
11. Diarrhoea • 4 q 15 .__ _ — - 1 2 __ 1 1 2
11a. Enteritis 
12. Dysentery

6
10 2 12 — — — — i — — — 1 —

13. Anchylostoraiasis or Doohmius Duo- 3 5
denalis 5

23
9

14. Cancer 32 55 . n— .__ — __ — 4 — 1 2 _ 1 2
15. Phthisis i

i
3 — __ — __ __ — — __ __ __ ___ —

16. Other Tuberculous Diseases 2
17. Amentia 2 3 , - r — — — ---- — __ — — — __
18. Diabetes Mellitus ..; 8

3
14 __ __ __ i 1 2 1 1 1 __ 1

19. Convulsions (5 3
20. Tetanus " • • 7 10 __ ' --- ___ __ — — 1
21. Bronchitis 3

18 60 . |_ — __ 3 1 — 1 3 1 2 —
22. Pneumonia «. . • 42
23. Other Disease of the Respiratory

6 7 _ __ __ 1 — 1
System ; . 9 17 r „_ ___ - i 2 1 1 2 2 1 __

ot* Disease and Nephritis 8
™  Puerperal 'Eclampsia .
26. Puerperal Septic®mia,
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirti
29. Starvation >1 —

5
1
4

_  5 
1
4 — — — — — 1 — — — —

1 
1 

1 
I

30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide

1 12
2

32. Suicide 1 1 __ 1
33. Execution ' 2 __ 2 — — — — — — — — — —
34. AU Other Causes '1 60§ 56|| 116 i

r
5 4 1 2 3 2 2

* From Atelectasis.
f  Two deaths from Influenza and l each from Hicketa, Dysentery, and Improper Feeding.
J F ive deaths from Syphilis and 1 each from Influenza, Gastritis, and Nephritis. ‘
§ Here are included 10 deaths from Old Age, 6 fromHeart Disease, 5 each from Debility and Paralysis, and 3 from Marasmus:' 
|! Here are included 15 deaths from Old Age, 5 from Heart Disease and 4 each from Marasmus and Debility.
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Table IV .— Causes of Deaths b y  Sex. registered during the Month of July, 1924, in each Ward, and of
- each Race in the City of Colombo— continued.

Wards.

A

bi
00o
W

s
w

■2**+
§ ° ~  m .© J? *6 c808 CO cS 08 c8.s  c3 s .

Causes of Death. § a98A a § p'cu 00HH *3 fe £C < c8 bO s ■ 8 1 8 © 8£ 8 3. . u! eS55 § a i m J* 'o 1 *55 s ai a a w. w £

- M F M F . M F M F M F M F M F M ¥

All Causes
O

24 23 95 83 25 22 16 6 12 7 23 17 12 15 20
i

9

1. —Infantile Mortality 8 3 9 11 9 10 4 — 5 1 3 4 1 2 2
i

i
it

1

A  .— One W eek  and under. i
i1

I. Prematurity — 1 2 — — — — — — — — i — — ' —
2. Debility 1 1 — — 2 1 1 — — — --- —

1 i
— —

3. Convulsions ,.  . 1 — 1 — — — — — — — — — — : — .---
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis .. _ __ __ __ . __ _ 1 _ __ __
6. Tetanus 
6. Bronchitis

— — — — — — --• — — —” —

7. Pneumonia __ 1 __ — — —T — — — —
1

— — -r- —
8. Other Causes - . . — — — — — — — — — ,

1 !

B .— Over 1 W eek and under 1 Y ear.
1

1. Prematurity . . . — — — 2 — — — — — — — — — — —
12. Dibility 1 — 2 1 3 1 1 — —

1
1 —

i3. Convulsions . . 2 — — — 2 3 2 — 2 I 1 — —
4. Diarrhoea — — — — — — — — i — — — — — —
4n. Enteritis 2 — 3 — 2 — — — — — i i 1 —
5. Tetanus' . .  . . — — ---- — — — — —
6. Bronchitis . .  .. — — — --- t — 2 - — —

1
2 —

1
—

.7. Pneumonia 1 — 1 — 2 1 — i — — —’ — --*
8. Other Causes : . . — ! 1 1 6 -r—• i

II.— General- Mortality (1 Year and Over) . .
t

16 20 86 72 16 12 12 6 7 6 20
.

13 10 13 19 S
\ 1 11. Plague ;.. 1 • — 1 1 — — — — — — — — —

2. Smallpox .. 1
3. Chickenpox — — — ---- — — — —
4. Measles --- 1 — — — —

1 j 25. Influenza 1 1 — — 3 — — — —
7 !

— — 1
6. Pyrexia or Fever ---  | — ' ■ --- — —

1 '
1 — — — — —

7. Eiiteri o Fever 2 ! — 5 5 2 — — — 4 , --- — 1 7 2
8. Malaria 1 — — — — — — — — — — • --- — —
9. Malarial Cachexia .. — — — — — — 1 — — — — — —_ . — —

10. Cholera .. — — — — — — — — — — — —
r

— —
11. Diarrhoea — 1 4 6 — — — — — — .— —

1
— —

1 la. Enteritis . . — — — 1 1 — — — 1 — 2 1 — —
12. Dysentery
13. Ancliylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

1 4 1 — 3 — 1

denalis --- 1 — 2 — — — — — 1 — — — — — —
14. Cancer — 1 — 4 3 — 1 — — — — i . — —. — — —
16. Phthisis 2 1

3 13 11 — 4 2 1 1 — 11 2 1 2 — 2
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases — 2 1
17. Ansemia . .  ' --- I — 1 ---  f — — — — — — i — — —
18. Diabetes Mellitus —  ; — 1 — — — 1 — — i :— — — "-L- —
19. Convulsions —  j. 1 — — ---- — — — — 2 2 , i — ' --- — —
20. Tetanus — -- - 2 — — — — — — —  i — — — — —t.
21. Bronchitis i i — 2 3 --r — — — — — __ — __ 2 __ 1
22. Pneumonia
23. Otheh Diseases of the Respiratory 1 ! 6 20 5 4 — — — — —  • 4 ’ 2 1 — 3 1

System — , — 3 1 — 1 —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 2 ; — — 1 1 — — — __ __ 1 1 — 1 __ __
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. — — — •--- — — — — — __ __i __ ' __ __ .
26. Puerperal Septicaemia . .  . . --- ' — — 3 — 1 — — __ __ __j 1 __ __ . __
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth. __ __ 2
29. Starvation —  ! — — ----- __ __ __ __ __
30. Accidents and Negligence l | ---. 6 1 — __ __ — 1 i 1
31. Homicide —  i — 2 — — __ __ __
32. Suicide —  ; — — --- ' ---- __ 1 __
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes 3 ;

!
8 17 23 5 5

2
3 3 4 2 5 f — 7

7 J 4 1
7
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Table IV .—Causes of Deaths by Sex,registered during the Month of July, 1924, in each Ward, and of
each Race in the City of Colombo— continued.

Causes of Death.

AH Causes

[ .—Infantile Mortality

Wards.

N
02

£

Deaths among all Races.

I
t
m

10

■I
03

172

i
2 I 39

136

29

52 56

12

Io
s

35 36

&
•3
a

8

•I

14

A .— One Week and under.

1. Prematurity 
i. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis 
6. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

2
3
2

1

1
1
3

1 —  
4 1 2

1

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

1

—  - 1

1 —

1

1 6 3
3 7 2

2
1

1
3

1

II.— General Mortality |[1 Year and Over) 133 107 43 44 26 27 14
•1. Plague . .  . .  —
2. Smallpox . .  . .  —
3. Chickenpox , . . .  . .  —4. Measles . .  . .  —
5. Influenza . .  . .  —
6. Pyrexia or Fever . .  —
7. Enteric Fever . .  . .  *—■
8. Malaria . .  . .  —
9. Malarial Cachexia . .  . .  —

10. Cholera . .  . .  —
11. Diarrhoea ..■  . .  —
11a. Enteritis . .  . .  1
12. Dysentery ‘  . .  . .  —
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis - . .
14. Cancer
16. PhthisiB . .  -
16. . Other Tuberculous Diseases

, 17. Anemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia . .
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ..
26. Puerperal Septicemia . .
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution ■ -
34. All Other Causes . .  ..|

_____________________ 1

1

1

1 t
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