
No. 7,439 — FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 1925.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH O F  OCTOBER, 1924.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in the proclaimed towns numbered 418 (366 General, 3 Kandyan, and 49 Muham­
madan), as against 346 in the preceding month and 328 in the corresponding month of last year. In Colombo the 
number of marriages was 139 (109 General and 30 Muhammadan), as against 123 in the preceding month and 116 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 1,600 (833 males and 767 females) and were equivalent to an annual rate of 

30'62 per 1,000 of the population, as against 28 • 79 in the preceding month, 31 "31 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 28 • 89 the average for the corresponding months since 1914. The rate ranged from 12-02 in Vavuniya 
to 57 • 82 in Kegalla and 66 • 87 in Lunugala.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 569 (290 males and 279 females) and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 26-53 per 1,000, as against 27-32 in the preceding month, 27-69 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 23'87 the average for the corresponding months since 1914. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah 
Wards, ranged from 12-65 in St. Paul’s to 27-82 in Maradana East.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,707 (944 males and 763 females). There 

were 1,291 deaths of residents in the towns equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 26'72 per 1,000, as against 
2 5 - 2 4  in the preceding month, 2 8  -93 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31-08 the average for tne month of 
October in each year since 1914. The rate ranged from 70-31 in Vavuniya to 9-61 in Ambalangoda.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 662 (381 males and 281 females). There were 559 
deaths of town residents, which corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 30'01 per 1,000, as against 24-52 in the 
preceding month, 2 9 - 2 4  in the corresponding month of last year, and 28-46 the average for the month of October, in 
each year since 1 9 1 4 .  The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 26-96 in Maradana North 
to 8 -63 in Kollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 106 (55 mates and 51 females), as against 90 in the 
preceding month.

In fa n t  M o r t a l i t y .
8. The deaths of children under one year amounted to 358 and corresponded to a rate of 227 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended October 31. 1 9 2 4 .  Reckoned on the births registered during the month 
only the rate was 2 2 4 ,  a s  against 218 in the preceding month, 248 in the corresponding month of last year, and 241
the average for the corresponding months since 1914.

9 .  In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 137 and corresponded to a rate of 
238 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended October 31, 1924. Reckoned on the births registered 
during the month only the rate was 241, as against 206 in the preceding month, 255 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 233 the average for the corresponding months since 1914.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality wa3 from Pneumonia, to which 11 per oent. of the total deaths were due. Debility 

(of children under 1 year) and Phthisis, each caused 7 per cent, of the deaths; Diarrhoea and Convulsions, each 6 per oent. } 
Dysentery, 5 per cent.; Enteritis, 4 per cent.; Prematurity, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Malaria and M alaria l Cachexia, 
Enteric Fever, and Anohylostcmiasis, each 3 per cent.; Bronchitis, 2 per cent.; Puerperal Septietemia, Influenza, Cancer, 
Tetanus, and Diabetes MeUitus, each 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo the highest mortality was from Phthisis, to which 9 per oent. of the total deaths were due. 
Pneumonic, coused 8 per cent, of the deaths ; Debility (of children under 1 year), 7 per cent.; Convulsions and Enteritis, 
each 6 per cent.; Diarrhoea, Dysentery, Bronchitis, and Enteric Fever, each 4 per cent ; Bright’s Disease and Nephritis,
3 per cent.; Prematurity, Influenza, and Cancer, each 2 per cent.; Anchylostomiasis, Tetanus, and M alaria  and M alarial 
Cachexia, each 1 per cent.

12. Two deaths from Plague (in Colombo; were registered, as against 3 in the preceding month and 12 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which 
128 cases were reported (112 in Colombo,). Measles followed with 82 cases (46 in Colombo, 14 in Galle, 10 in. Kandy); 
Chickenpox 79 (31 in Colombo, 20 in Moratuwa); Enteric Fever 76 (30 in Colombo, 12 in Kalutara, 10 in Galle); Mumps 35 
(17 each in Colombo and Galle); Continued Fever 32 (28 in Colombo); Dysentery 7 (5 in Weligama and 2 in Panadure); 
Smallpox 7 (in Jaffna), and Plague (in Colombo),

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall.— Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (17-95 in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged 

from 15*07 in. in Gampolato 3*12 in. in Kalmunai. Colombo recorded 14*50in.
’ 15. Meant Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 83*0° in Mannar and Trincomalee to 59-9° in 

Nuwara Eliya, and was 80-6“ in Colombo.
16. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and III. and IV . for the city of Colombo, in the 

Appendix.

Piegistrar-General’s Office, N. W. Morgappah,
Colombo, November 2 8 ,  1924. Acting Registrar-General.
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Table XV,—Causes of Deaths iby Siwc r©i*igfcered during ifche Month of October, 1924, in each Ward and of 

, eajoBT jRaoein tdie^Bityof Oolornbo.

| 1 '! Wards.

! i f r  r~  : \
; 1 »■ j
I Oby of Colombo. . C5 rf -g < j cs

Causer of Deaths . • |  .  |  ■§ i f  I f
“ I  1  £  , “  i f s  •§ g
g S  | . §  O?2; oOO
£  (2 £  co *2 w

M F Total. M F M 9 M y JJ y M l -p  M F •

All Causes ~  ~  881 281 662 2 — 5 — 32 ~23 V~Tl 2 T "l5  2T  19
I

I. —Infantile Mortality . . .  . .  80 57 187 — — — — 13 4 1 3 5 2 5 6

A.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity .. . . ' 7  5 ** — — — — 1 — — — — —  —  I —
2. Debility .. . .  9 ? 18 — — — — 1 — — — _ i  2 . 2
3. Convulsions .. . .  6 4 — — 1 1 —  2 1 — 1 [ —
4. Diarrhoea ..  . .  — — . __ — — —  — — — — —  j —
4a. Enteritis .. . .  — —n —0 — —  —  —  — — —  — . [ —
6. Tetanus .. . .  1. * ■ __ — — —  —  — —  — —  ! —
fl. Bronchitis .. .. — — . ~  __ — —  — — —  —  — —  I —
7. Pneumonia . . .  .. 1 — 1 — — — — j — — — I —
8. Other Causes ..  . .  2* — L — — — —  —  ̂ — — — . —

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. ' * __ ! (
1. Prematurity ..  . .  1 * ~  1 ^ 7  T  : T
2. Debility' .. . .  12 U  ?? Z  “  \ ~  “  “T } 1 1 1
3. Convulsions .. . . 1 1  3 14 4 —  1 1  — J —
4. Diarrhoea . .  . .  — “ Jz __ 1 ~  “ T • |
4os Enteritis . .  . . 6  8 “7  1 i 1
5. Tetanuj .. . .  2 — * — — — — —  —  —  —  1 —  _  ■ _
6. .Bronchitis ..  . .  3 * __ __ . : *
7. Pneumonia .. . . .  7 * .*  T _ J _
8. Other Causes .. . .  12f 5| 17 4 2 1 . 1

i ! . •! J
II.—General Mortality(1 Year and 0?er) 301 224 525 2 5 19 19 5 8 20 13 20 ! 13

1. Plague . .  , . .  2 *__2 * ~
2. Smallpox .. . .  — __ __
3. Chickenpox .. „ 0 —
4. Measles .. — Z 1 1 0  "7  i , j
5. Influenza .. . .  6 8 — Z  1 J : 3 “  1 ~  ! J ~  j ~
6. Pyrexia or Fever .. 7-  .Z , ~  |
7. Enteric Fever ..  . .  14 11 26 __ j 1 2 j 1
8. Malaria . .  . .  . 4  1 "  __ __ __ ~  1 ”  __ __ j
9. Malarial Cachexia ..  . .  1 __1 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .

10. Cholera •. •. " . ,  «,» __ ‘ 1 0 . t* , 1
II. Diarrhoea ..  . .  14 ** 2 3 —  — — — 1 —  2 2 2
Ho. Enteritis . .  • • lj> f  2 9 . 9 1 ? Z12. Dysentery . .  . .  15 H 26 -  1  ̂ 1 1 j 1
13. Anohylostomiasis or Doohmius Duo* j

deaalis . .  . .  3 « 9 — -  — — —  — — — -  —  —
14. Cancer . .  • • 7 .5 j. o i  i ® , -
15. Phthisis ..  . . 4 1  1® 5S Z  Z  Z  — 2 — — Z  3 f
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases . .  6 * * . 117. Anaemia .. . .  3 2 6 — — — — l —  — — — — — —
18. Diabetes Mellitus .. *7 i , *T ~7
19. Convulsions .. - I ®  8 18 — — 1 — 2 1 1 1 3 1 1 l
20. Tetanus .. . .  2 -7 * ~T
21. Bronohitis .. ..  13 8 21 —
22. Pneumonia .. . . 2 9  18 47 — 1 1  2 1 — 2
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System . .  . .  6 4 9 — — i _  — — — — —
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis ..  7 12 19 — —  — 3 1 4 — 1
26. Puerperal Eolampsia . .  . .  — 3 3 — — — — 1 1 ~  —  —
20. Puerperal Septicaemia.. ... — 8 8 — — — — * 1 —  1
27. Miscarriage .. . .  — — — — — — — — — — — —  —  —
28. Other undefined Aooidents of Childbirth — 6 6 — — — — — — — “ * — —  —  1
29. Starvation . .  . .  — — — — — — — —  — “  — —  — —
30. Accidents and Negligence . .  14 1 15 1 — — — 1 — — — — 1 —
31. Homicide . .  . .  2 — 2 — — — — — —  — — — —  1 — .
32. Suicide ..  . .  — 1 1 — — — — —  — — — — —  —  —
33. Execution .. . .  3 — 3 — — — — — — — — — ' —  — —
34. All Other Causes .. 80§ 68|| 148 1 — 2 — 3 3 2 4 6 3 6 5

 ̂ . __________  S ' ' , - - .  :
. * One death each from Imperforate Anus and Atelectasis.

t  5 deaths from Influenzâ  and 1 each from Rickets, Enlargement of the Spleen, Itch, Syphilis, Atelectasis, Phthisis, and 
Stomatitis.

% 2 deaths from Nephritis, and 1 each from Continued Fever, Starvation, and Effects of Difficult Birth.
§ Here are included 15 deaths from Old Age, 6 from Paralysis, and 4 each from Cerebral Haemorrhage and Epilepsy.
I) Here are inoluded 24 deaths from Old Age, 7 from Paralysis, 5 from Colitis, and 4 each frofn Marasmus and Worms ,
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A.—One Week ami under. | j • j . ! !
S j I ■ !1 .  P r e m a t u r i t y  . .  . .  —  — . 6 4 | —  !          j —  1    l     !  

2 .  D e b i l i t y  . .  . .  1 1 —  _ l  3 : 3  1 —  —  1 1  i —  ! —  —  ! —
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4 a .  E n t e r i t i s  . .  .  .  j 2  j —  > 2  | 7 1 _ . j _  _  j _  _  ; _  1 _  j _  _  ; _  j _
5 .  T e t a n u s  . .  , .  j —  ! —  j _  _  _  _  I _  _  i _  _  j 4 j _  j _  _  _ _  ( ,
6.  B r o n c h i t i s  . .  . . j  1 J _  J 1 _  _  _  i _  ; _  i _  _ _  j _  i _  i l l  _  : _  ' [
7 .  P n e u m o n i a  . .  . .  i —  ! _  j 3 _ _  _  _  j {  _  _  ! _  ' _  i 2 • _  ! _  _  ! _ ' 1
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1 7 .  A n t e m i a  . .  .  . ;  —  : —  I j ;  —  j _ J — _ _ j _ L _  j —  ' —  —  —  , —  1 i 1

1 8 .  D i a b e t e s  M e l l i t u s  . .  .  .  j — .  —  j 1 _  | —  j —  ;   j —  j    —  —  —  —  2 J —
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Table IV.__Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of October, 1924, in each Ward and of
» each Race in the City of Colombo'—continued.
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2.  D e b i l i t y  . . . . - -  : —  —  - - -  j —  —  4  o  ' 2  3  j 3  1  ! — ■ I —  i —  —
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Table I V. Causos of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month oi October, 1924, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.






