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REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h i s  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of ,1895.
Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in proclaimed towns numbered 295 (251 General, 3 Kandyan, and 41 Muham
madan), as against 357 in the preceding month, and 360 in the corresponding month of last year. In Colombo the 
number of marriages was 120 (93 General and 27 Muhammadan), as against 132 in the preceding month, and 137 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 1,484 (773 males and 711 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of 

28-40 per 1,000 of the population, as against 29-74 in the preceding month, 31-87 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 26-35 the average for the corresponding months since 1914. The rate ranged from 14'54 in Mullaittivu 
to 50-06 in Tangalla.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 521 (281 males and 240 females), and were equal 
to an annual rate of 24 • 29 per 1,000, as against 24 • 62 in the preceding month, 25 • 86 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 21-72 the average for the corresponding months since 1914. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah 
Wards, ranged from 11-02 in Kollupitiya to 29-48 in Wellawatta South.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,712 (925 males and 787 females). The:e 

were 1,362 deaths of. residents in the towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 28-19 per 1,000, as'against 
27• 18 in the preceding month, 34- 83 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27• 86 the average for the month of 
August in each year since 1914. The rate ranged from 68" 19 in Mullaittivu to 8-40 in Kalpitiya.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 619 (348 males and 271 females). There were 540 
deaths of town residents, which corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 28*99 per 1,000, as against 23-95 in the 
preceding month, 39-74 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27"54 the average for the month o f August in 
each year since 1914. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 29-72 in San Sebast.an 
to 13-69 in Wellawatta South. -

7. The stillbirths registered during, the month numbered...11,0 ,(52 males and 58 females), as against 94 in the 
preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one year amounted to 367 and corresponded to a rate of 232 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended August 31, 1924. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only 
the rate was 247, as against 2.21 in the preceding month, 275 in the corresponding month of last year, and 242 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1914.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 139 and corresponded to a rate of 
242 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended August 31, 1924. Reckoned on the births registered 
during the month only the rate was 267, as against 216 in the preceding month, 327 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 262 the average for the corresponding months since 1914.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 15 per cent, of the total deaths were due. Debility 

(of children under 1 year) caused 7 per cent, of the total deaths, Phthisis, Convulsions, and Dysentery each, 6 per cent., 
Enteritis, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Diarrhoea, and Enteric Fever, each 4 per cent., Anchylostomiasis and Bright's 
Disease and Nephritis each 3 per cent., Prematurity, Bronchitis, and Influenza, each 2 per cent., and Cancer and Puerperal 
Septicaemia, each 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, which caused 14 per cent, o f the total deaths. 
Phthisis caused 9 per cent, of the deaths, Convulsions and Debility (of children under 1 year), each 6 per cent., Enteritis 
and Enteric Fever, each 5 per cent., Bronchitis 4 per cent., Dysentery and Influenza, each 3 per cent., Diarrhoea, Bright's 
Disease and Nephritis, Cancer, and Prematurity, each 2 per cent., and Anchylostomiasis and Plague, each 1 per cent.

12. Seven deaths from Plague (in Colombo) were registered, as against 8 in the previous month, and 21 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which 
138 cases were reported (115 in Colombo, 9 in Galle, 6 in Matara). Measles followed with 100 cases (64 in Colombo, 
17 in Jaffna, 9 in Kandy), Enteric Fever 74 (36 in Colombo, 14 in Galle), Ghiclenpox 54 (25 in Colombo, 9 in Nuwara 
Eliya, 6 in Ambalangoda), Continued Fever 30 (23 in Colombo and 7 in Galle), Plague 7 (in Colombo), Dysentery 7 
(4 in Panadure and 3 in Weligama), Mumps 5 (4 in Colombo and 1 in Kandy), and Whooping Cough 1 (in Badulla).

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall.—Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (46-15 in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged 

from 23-98 in. in Ratnapura to 0-15 in. in Puttalam. Colombo recorded 4-53 in.
15. Mean Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 85-6° in Trincomalee to 61-3° in Nuwara Eliya, and 

was 81- 4° in Colombo.
16. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, in the 

Appendix.
Registrar-GeneraPs Office, H .  W. C o d b i n g t o n ,

Colombo, September 23, 1924. Registrar-General.
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Table IV .—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1924, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo.

Wards.

Causes o f  D eath .
City o f  C olom bo.

F
or

t 
an

d 
G

al
le

F
ac

e.
1

P
et

ta
h.

St
. 

P
au

l’s
.

Sa
n 

Se
ba

st
ia

n.

K
ot

ah
en

a
N

or
th

. c8
C

i4*O
w

So
ut

h.

u F T ota l. M F M F M F M F M F M F

All Causes . . 348 271 619 l — 4 2 16 17 19 n 20 17 26 30

1.— Infantile M ortality 78 61 139 — — — — 7 5 4 5 8 2 7 13

A .— One Week and under.
l ._ Prem aturity 1 6 6 — — . — — ---- . 1 — — ---- - — — —
2. D eb ility  . .  . 7 2 9 — — — — ---- . — 1 — 1 — 1 1
3. Convulsions 4 4 8 — — — — — 1 1 — 2 — — 2
4. Diarrhoea *
4a. E nteritis
5. T etanus — I 1 —̂ — --- — ---- - 1 ----. — — — — —
6. B ronchitis
7. P n eum onia i — 1
8. O ther Causes 4* I t 5

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. P rem aturity — 4 — — — — 1 — — — — — — —
2. D eb ility 13 13 .26 — — ---  ' — 1 — — 1 1 1 2 3
3. Convulsions 14 7 21 . --- 2 1 1 1 2 3
4. Diarrhoea 1 — 1 — — — — 1 — — — — — — —
4a. E nteritis 6 7 13 1 1
5. Tetanus
6. B ronchitis 3 6 9
7. Pneum onia 12 10 22 — — — — 1 1 — 2 1 — 1 2
8. O ther Causes 8* 5§ 13 — — — — 1 1 — — 1 — 1

H . - General M ortality (1 Year and O ver) 270 210 480 i — 4 2 9 12 15 6 12 15 19 17

1. Plague . . . 7 — 7 — — 2 __ — — — — — — — —
2. S m allpox — — — — — — — — — — — ---- , — —
3. C h ickenpox — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
4. M easles — 1 1
5. In fluenza 9 5 14 — — — — 1 — 4 — — 1 1 —
6. P y rex ia  or  F ev er . .  . .
7. E n teric F ever 20 10 30 — — — — 1 — 2 — — 1 — 1
8. M alaria 2 1 3 — — — — — — — — — — — —
9. M alarial C achexia 1 — 1 — — — — — — — — — — — —

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea 8 6 14 — — — 1 — — — — 1 — 3 —
11a. Enteritis 11 9 20' — — — — — — — .--- — 1 — 1
12. D ysentery 11 7 '  18 — — — — — 1 2 — — — 1 -
13. A nchy]ostom iasis or D oohm iu s Duo-

denalis 3 5 8 —
14. Cancer 3 8 a
16. Phthisis 32 21 53 — — — — 1 2 2 3 2 2 1
16. O ther T u bercu lou s Diseases 3 3 6
17. Anaemia 1 2 3 —
18. D iabetes M ellitus 1 1 2 — — — — — — — — — 1 — —
19. C onvulsions 6 4 10 — — 1 1 — — — — ,1 — '2 —
20. Tetanus 2 1 3 1 1
21. B ron ch itis 7 9 16 __ __ __ __ 2 1 __ __ — — — —
22. Pneum onia 38 28 66 __ __ ---  ■ __ 1 — 2 — 1 3 2 2
23. O ther D iseases o f  the Respiratory

System 9 3 12 — — ---  . ---- ' — — 1 — 1 — 1 1
24. B rig h t’ s D isease and N ephritis 7 6 13 — — — — — 1 1 — — 2 3 1
.25, P uerperal E clam psia  , ■ — 1 1 1
26. P uerperal Septicaem ia. . — 4 4 1 1
27. M iscarriage — — — — — — — — — — — — . ---- — —

28. O ther undefined A ccidents ot* Uhildbirth — 3 3 — — — — — I — 1 — — — —

29. S tarvation — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

30. A ccid en ts  and N egligence 9 2 11 1 — — —

31. H om icid e
32. Suicide ------. 1 1 -- - —

33. E xecu tion 1 — 1
34. A ll O ther Causes 7911 68U 147 i — 1 — 2 5 3 2 3 4 4 8

* One death each from Respiratory Failure, Cerebral Hsemorrhage, Heart Failure, and Cerebral Compression, 
f  From Cerebral Compression.
J Three deaths from Syphilis, 2 from Influenza, and I each from Worms, Dysentery, and Stomatitis.
§ One death each from Influenza, Gastritis, Enteric, Meningitis, and Dysentery.
|| Here are included 9 deaths from Old Age, 8 from Paralysis, 7 each from Worms and Cerebral Haemorrhage, 6 from 

Gangrene, and 4 each from Marasmus and Heart Disease.
«j Here are included 21 deaths from Old Age, 8 from Paralysis, 7 from Worms, and 6 from Marasmus.



( 9 )

Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1924, in each, Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards.

Causes of Death.
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M F M F H F M F M F M F M F M F

All Causes 27 12 130 84 22 31 10 2 15 n 23 18 17 16 1 10
!

15

I.—Infantile Mortality 11 4 15 12 7 8 4 1 6 l 5 4 3 2

i!

i
2

A.— One Week and under.

1. Prematurity 1 — — 3 — — — — — — — — — — — —
2. Debility — — — — 1 1 1 — 2
3. Convulsions 1
4. Diarrhoea —
4a. Enteritis — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis . .  •
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes — 4 1 —

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. 

1. Prematurity 1 2
2. Debility 4 1 — 2 3 3 — — t — 1 — — — — 1
3. Convulsions . .  .. 1 — — — 1 1 2 — 3 -— — — 2 1 — —
4. Diarrhoea -
4a. Enteritis — 1 4 4 — ---- — . --- — — 1 1 — — . ;— —
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis ... .. 1 1! — — — 1 — -  - — i — 2 — — —
7. Pneumonia 1 — 2 2 1 1 1 1 — — 2 — 1 — — 1
8. Other Causes 1 1 3 1 1 — — — — 1 1 — — — —

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) .. 16 8 115 72 15 23 6 1 9 10 18 14 14 14 10 13

1. Plague 2 — — — ■— — .-- --- ' — 1 — — — 2 —
2. Smallpox . . .
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles . . . . .
5. Influenza 1 2 — — — 2 — .--- — — — — 1 — 1 --- .
6. Pyrexia or Fever .. — — — — 1 — — — — — — — — .--- —
7. Enteric Fever 2 — 10 2 — 1 — — — 2 — 1 — 2 5
8. Malaria 1 — — — 1 1
9. Malarial Cachexia .. — — __ — __ — — — 1 _ — — — •-- — __

10. Cholera . .
11. Diarrhoea . . .. — — 4 4 — __ — — ---- __ — — — 1 — _
11a. Enteritis — — 7 3 __ __ — __ 1 2 1 2 __ — i __
12. Dysentery — — 4 2 — 1 ’1 — 1 — 1 1 1 2 —
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo- 

denalis 3 5
14. Cancer — 1 1 6
15. Phthisis .. 2 1 17 8 __ 1 — — 1 1 1 1 1 2 2
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases ---' — 1 2 --- ' __ — __ 1 __ __ _ ' ___ ___ ■ -
17. Ansemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions .. .. 1 --- 1 __ — __ 1 1— __ 1 1 — 1 . — _
20. Tetanus . .  .. — •-- 1 — __ ■ — — __ __ __ __ __ . -- •
21. Bronchitis 1 — 4 1 — 2 — __ __ 1 1 _ 2 _ 1
22, Pneumonia .. .. 1 1 17 14 3 i 2 __ — 1 6 4 __ __ 1
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System .. — — 5 1 — — — — 1 __ — 1 __ __ __ .. .
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis — — 3 — — 1 — — — __ __ __ — 1 __ -
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ..
26. Puerperal Septicaemia .. — — — — — 2 — — — — — — __ *__ __
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth. — — — --- - — 1 — --- ■— — __ __ - — _
29. Starvation .. ' ..
30. Accidents and Negligence — — 6 2 — — — — — — 2 __ __ — __
31. Homicide — — — — — — — — — __ — — __ __
32. Suicide . . .  .. ' — --- , '--- ■ 1 — — — — — __ __ — __ _ ._
33. ' Execution .. — — -- - - — — — i — — _ _ — _ _ -

34. All Other Causes . . 5
3 1

30 20 11 7 2 1 2 4 3
i

2 7 5 2 J 6
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1924, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo— continued.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prem aturity  
- 2. D eb ility

3. Convulsions
4 . ' D iarrhoea 
4a. E nteritis
5. Tetanus
6. B ron ch itis
7. - Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

I. Plague 
<7 2. Smallpox

3. Chickenpox
4. Measles
5. Influenza 
8. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea 
lla. Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anohylostomiasis or Doohmius Duo-

denalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anaemia .
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia «
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ..
26. Puerperal Septiosemia ..
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbir
29. Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

Wards.

3 gra o o « 2

Deaths among all Races.

i
j§
3
m

18

16

11

73
3m

180

42

138

1

160

26

134

2

1

45

1
C3H

63

13

12

46

15

31

§o
s

59

16

43

5

40

14

26

E*•a
a

10

7

•5 10 10

16

14

4 —

A . O. RICHARDS. ACTING GOVERNM ENT PR IN T E R , (COLOMBO, C E YL O N .


