
SUPPLEMENT
TO THE

No. 7,578 —  FRID AY, .APRIL 22, 1927.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 19%?.

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  R E G IS T R A R -G E N E R A L . * *
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 3.1-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. M arriages.

2. The number of marriages of residents in proclaimed towns numbered 398 (357 General, 3 Kandyan, and 38
Muslim), as against 382 in the preceding month and 419 in the corresponding month of last year. In Colombo the number 
of marriages was 132 (102 General and 30 Muslim), as against 153 in the preceding month and 167 in the corresponding 
month of last year. Births. *

3. The births registered numbered 1,747 (908 males and 839 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate 
of 35-79 per 1,000 of the population, as against 36-08 in the preceding month, 36-42 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 32-72 the average for the corresponding months since 1917. The rate, exclusive of the small towns Vavuniya 
and Lunugala, ranged from 13-09 in Ambalangoda to 69-52 in Nawalapitiya. There were 1,557 births of children, 
whose mothers were residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 31 - 90, as against 32 • 38 in the preceding month.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 792 (416 males and 376 females), and were equivalent to 
an annual rate of 39-44, as against 35- 71 in the preceding month, 31-47 in the corresponding month of last year, and 28-75 
the average for the corresponding months since 1917. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 
10"24 in Kollupitiya to 37-21 in Slave Island. There were 6/3 births of children, whose mothers were residents of 
the city, equivalent to an annual rate of 33-51, as against 31-30 in the preceding month.

D ea th s . /
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,505 (793 males and 712 females), and were equivalent 

to an annual rate of 30 ■ 83 as against 32 ■ 42 in the preceding month. There were 1,128 deaths of residents in the towns, 
equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 24 • 99, as against 26 • 90 in the preceding month, 30 • 67 in the corresponding 
month of last year, and 32-80 the average for the corresponding months since 1917. The standardized death rate 
ranged from 64-74 in Kalpitiya to 8-71 in Nuwara Eliya.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 5 .8 (322 males and 276females), and were equivalent to 
an annual rate of 29-78 as against 29-88 in the preceding month. There were 470 deaths of residents of the city, which 
corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 2 •  95, as against 27 • 45 in the preceding month, 28 ■ 70 in the corresponding 
month of last year, and 31-04 the average for the corresponding months since 1917. The death rate of residents, exclusive 
of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 28-13 in New Bazaar to 8-19 in Kollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 130 (70 males and 60 females), as against 128 in the 
preceding month.

In fa n t M orta lity .
8. The deaths of children under one year amounted to 311 and corresponded to a rate of 187 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended February, 1927. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only 
the rate was 178, as against 203 in the preceding month, 225 in the corresponding month of last year, and 243 the average 
for the corresponding months since 1917. There were 281 deaths of children under one year, whose mothers were residents 
of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 180, as against 206 in the preceding month.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 123, and corresponded to a rate of 195 
per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended February, 1927. Reckoned on the births registered during 
the month only the rate was 155, as against 184 in the preceding month, 213 in the corresponding month of last year, and 
238 the average for the corresponding months since 1917. There were 111 deaths of children under one year, whose mothers 
were residents of the city, which corresponded to a rate of 165, as against 188 in the preceding month.

Causes o f  D eath .
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 11 per cent, of the total deaths were due. Convulsions

and Debility (of children under one year), each caused 7 per cent.; Phthisis, & per cent.; Malaria and Malarial 
Cachexia, 5 per cent'.; Diarrhoea, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, and Anchylostomiasis, each 4 per cent.; Dysentery, 
Enteritis, and Prematurity, each 3 per cent.; Bronchitis, Influenza, and Enteric Fever, each 2 per cent.; Cancer and 
Pueperal Septicaemia, each 1 per cent. - ’

11. In Colombo too the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 11 per cent, of the total deaths were
due. Phthisis caused 8 per cent.; Convulsions and Debility (of children under one year), each 6 per cent.; Enteritis
and Bronchitis, each 4 per cent.; Influenza, Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, Prematurity and Diarrhoea, each 3 per cent.; 
Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Dysentery, Enteric Fever, Cancer, and Anchylostomiasis, each 2 per cent.; Puerperal 
Septicaemia and Plague, each 1 per cent. ’

12. Seven deaths (5 males and 2 females) from Plague (in Colombo) were registered, as against 6 in the 
previous month .and 4 in the corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chickenpox, of
which 205 cases were reported (142 in Colombo, 27 in Jaffna); Phthisis, followed with 93 (74 in Colombo, 7 in Ga’lle) •
Enteric Fever 43 (21 in Colombo, 7 iii Weligama) ; Measles 26 (12 in Kandy, 6 in Colombo); Continued Fever 21 (17 in 
Colombo) ; Plague 12 (in Colombo); Dysentery 8 (2 each in Moratuwa, TangaUa, Batticaloa, and Kurunegala); Mumps 
2 (1 each in Matale and Anuradhapura); Smallpox 1 (in Gaffe); Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo) ; Whooping Cmtqh 1 (in 
Colombo). ^  '

M eteoro lo g y .

14. Rainfall.—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (7 • 58 in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 
7 ■ 55 iri. in Gaffe to 1 • 13 in. in Kalpitiya. Colombo recorded 3 - 6 ’ in.

15. Mean Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 82-0° in Ratnapura to 58- 8° in Nuwara Eliva and 
was 80 • 2° in Colombo.

16. For detailed statistics, see Tables I., II., and III. for all towns, and IV. and V. for the city of Colombo.
Registrar-General’s Office, 21. E. Beven,

Cclombo, March 29, 1927. Registrar-General.
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Table II. Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Rates for February, 1927„

Births.* . Birth-rate
for Deaths. Death-rate

(Standardized). Infant Mortality.

Provinces and Towns.

OS©i
CD©

1
r®

£O
2

February,
1927.

QQ-2
CD©
”3a
r®  '

a
1
&

February,
1927.

Average
for

February,
1917-1926.

Deaths of 
Children 

under 
1 Year.f

Rate per 
1,000 
Births 

registered 
during 

Feb., 1927.

All 33 Towns 818 739 1,557
■-I

31-90 585 543 1,128 24-99 32-80 281 180

Western.

1

Colombo
Negombo
Moratuwa
Kalutara
Panadure

355
34
55
16
14

318
27
54
19
13

673
61

109
35
27

33 51 
27-48
31- 93
32- 63 
30-41

247
22
30
16
3

223
28
38
15
5

470 
■ 50 

68 
31 
8

26-95 
23 06 
20-29 
28-75 
9-59

31- 04
32- 83 
38-69 
25-78 
23-42

- 111
18
16
11
2

165
295
147
314
74

Central.

Kandy
Gampola
Nawalapitiya
Hatton-Dikoya
Matale
Niiwara Eliya

50
11
12
16
16

31
8
6
5

12
10

81
19
18
5

28
26

30 75 
37 12 
62-57 
21-78 
40-45 
4105

22
4 
7
5 
3 
3

25
4
4 
3
5 
2

47
8

11
8
8
5

19 54 
. 16-16 

41-52 
40-98 
12-34 
8-71

31-75
31-02
35- 96
36- 50 
44-78 
15 06

12
4
6

148
210
333

Southern.

Gfalle
Ambalangoda
Matara
Weligama
Hambantota
Tangalla

61
2

21
18
3
5

49
2

16
12
2
8

110
4 

37 
30
5

13

36 18 
13-09 
28-19 
41-66 
21-73 
33-86

49

11
10
5
4

44
3 

12
1
4 
3

93
3

23
n
9
7

29 93 
9-76 

17-20 
14-14 
38-87 
18 10

32-44
—t27- 81 

21-98 
34 17
28- 72

18
1
6
3
2
2

164
250
162
100
400
154

Northern.
;

Jaffna
Mannar
Mullaittivu
Vavuniya

45
5
2
1

54
4

99
9
2
1

29-50
31-29
15-51
12-70

46
5

51
5

1

97
10
1

29-95
35-45
14 86

38-34
38-04
54-16
62-45

22
4

222
444

Eastern.

Battioaloa
KaLtnunai
Trincomalee

9
2
9

12
1
5

21
3

14
25-31
14-95
18-63

16
1

10
10
2
9

26
3

19

32-66
15-06
26-45

32-10
- t35-61

14

2
666

143

North-Western. *
Kurunegala
Puttalam
Kalpitiya
Chilaw

7
11
5
5

16
8
2

11

23
19
7

16

26- 35 
32-80 
56-37
27- £4

7
14
4

11

10
4
3
4

17
18 
7

15

22-63
33-70
64-74
29-95

35 01 
63-33
—t

48-92

3
6
2
5

130
316
286
313

North-Central.

Anuradhapura 3 14 17 22-54 13 10 23 36-50 80-98 4 235

Uva.

Badulla
Lunugala

12 10 22 31-65 6 4 10 14-67 32-77
—t

2 91

Saharagamuwa.

Katnapura
Kegalla

%

10
3

8
2

18
5

30-67
16-99

8
3

9
2

17
5

31-58
19-02

26-11
19-83

4
1

'222
200

* Births of infanta whose mothers were residents of the towns 
t Deaths of children under X year whose mothers were residents of the towns '  I Not available. -
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Mouth of February, 1927, in each Ward and of

each Race in the City of Colombo.

Causes of Death.
Oity of Colombo.

0a<9C5
-d
a43uOfa

Fa
ce

.

Pe
tta

h.

V

d
ifa
43GO

Yards.

|43
a•O
£
1oa

<s
. d

1 . 43O
M

1
%

| 
Ko

ta
he

na

4
5GO

M F Total. u F M F u F M F M F M F

All Causes 322 276 598 4 — 3 2 14 21 10 5 16 18 27 21

I.— Infantile Mortality 60 63 123 — — — — 4 7 l 1 5 6 7

A .— One W eek and under.
1. Prematurity 6 5 11 — — — — — — — — 1 1 3 —
2. Debility 8 6 14 — — — — — — — 1 __ —
3. Convulsions ' 4 4 8 — — — — — — l — 1 1 2 —
4. Diarrhoea — — — — — — — — — — — . --- — — —
4a. Enteritis
5 . Tetanus
6. Bronchitis ..
7. Pneumonia — 1 1 — — — — — — — — — — — —
8 Other Causes 3* 2t 5 —

B .— Over 1 W eek  and under l  Year.
1. Prematurity 3 2 6
2. Debility 8 14 22 —■ — — — 1 1 — — — 1 i
3. Convulsions 8 12 20 — — — — 2 4 — 1 — 2 —
4. Diarrhoea 2 1 3
4a Enteritis 4 3 ■ 7
8. Tetanus —
8. Bronchitis __ 2 2
7. Pneumonia .. .. 4 6 9 _ __ __ __ 1 — — — — — i —
8. Other Causes iot 6§ 16

II .--General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 262 213 475 4 — 3 2 10 14 9 4 11 12 20 2

1. Plague 5 2 i _ _ 2 __ __ 1 _ 1 1 — __
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles __ — __ _ ... __ _  . _ _ __ — — __
5. Influenza 11 2 13 __ __ 1 __ 3 __ 2 __ __ — 1
6. Pyrexia or Fever 2 3 5 __ __ _ 1 1 __ __ _ — — — _
7. Enteric Fever 5 6 11 — __
8. Malaria 5 4 9 — _ _ - ... __ _ _ _ __ __
9. Malarial Cachexia .. 1 2 3

10. Cholera __ __ __ __ __ _ _ __ _
11. . Diarrhoea 7 6 13 __ '__ — _ 1 __ 1 3 1 1
11a. Enteritis 6 8 ' 14 _ __ 1 3 .. . 1 1 _
12. Dysentery 8 4 12 — 1
13. Anohylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis 2 8 10 114. Cancer 4 7 11 __ __
15. Phthisis 25 23 48 _ _ _ 1 __ 2 __ 1 1 2 6
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases 1 2 317. Anaemia 2 2 __ __
18. Diabetes Mellitus 2 _ 2
19. Convulsions .. 4 5 9 — _ __ 1 . __ __ 1
20. Tetanus 6 1 7 _ _
21. Bronchitis 11 8 19 _ __ 2 1 __
22. Pneumonia 33 23 56 _ _ 3 1 1 2
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System 3 3 ‘  6 __ _ _ __ __ . _ _ __
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 11 5 16 1 _ . 1 1 125. Puerperal Eclampsia . .  . i _ 3 326. Puerperal Septicaemia . _ 8 8 127. Miscarriage __ __
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth 4 429. Starvation _ ___ _
30. Accidents and Negligence 10 5 15 1 '31. Homicide 3 1 432. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes 95|| m 165 2 — — — 5 3 4 — 3 3 7 1(

* One death each from Cerebral Haemorrhage, Hyper-pyrexia and Toxaemia, 
t One death each from Cerebral Haemorrhage and Fracture of Base of Skull caused by labour. 

r, TI»«!e deaths from Syphilis and 1 each from Influenza, Colitis, Morbus Cordis, Paresis of Bowel, Nephritis, ExtremeCondition of Hare-lip and Meningitis. r
§ Three deaths from Influenza, 2 from Syphilis, and 1 from Infantile Scurvy.
II Here are included 18 deaths from Senility, 8 from Heart Disease and 6 each from Debility, Paralysis, and Cerebral Haemorrhage. 
"  Here are ' “ eluded 19 deaths from Senility, 9 from Debility, 8 from Paralysis, and 5 from Heart Disease.
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Table V.i—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1927, in each Ward and ot
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week arid under.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3- Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.— Over J Week ai

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
4 a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis7 Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

I I .- General Mortality l
1. Plague
2 Smallpox
3. Chiokenpox
4. Measles6. Influenza
8. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea
llo. Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anchylostomiasis

denalis
14. Cancer
16. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberoulous
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases i

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ..
26. Puerperal Septicaemia..
27. Miscarriage ..
.28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth 
29. Starvation
30.. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Mouth of February, 1927, in each Ward and of

each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards. 1 Deaths among all Races.

Causes of Death.
0■P•P
S gS3 O ®QQ

3a©
8 1
8

a
rS
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©CD
■8

a
1c
'
) j?

*e3
OQU
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a 02 E- s s o

M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F

AM Causes 7 10 4 3 n 12 170 162 54 45 49 48 9 4 25. 2

I.—Infantile Mortality .. .. 2 2 ___ _ 2 2 41 35 6 8 9 15 1 1 1 2

A .—One Week and under. -

I. Prematurity .. _ __ _ — — — 6 4 _ I — __ — — — —
2. Debility — — — — — — 5 1 1 2 2 3 — — — —
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea"
4a. Enteritis ..

2 1 1 2 2

5. Tetanus
7. Pneumonia
8 . Other Causes — — — — — — 3 2 — — — — — — — —

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear.

1. Prematurity _ _ _ _ _ — 2 2 1 — _ __ _ _ _
2. Debility — 2 _ — 1 1 4 8 — 2 3 2 — 1 — _
3. Convulsions _ __ _ — — _ 3 7 2 2 2 2 — — 1 1
4. Diarrhoea .. .. _ __ — __ __ — ' 1 — 1 — _ 1 _ — _ —
4a. Enteritis .. .. •_ — __ — _ 1 4 2 __ __ _ _ _ _ —
5. Tetanus
6 . Bronchitis

— ---' — — — — — ---' . --- — — — — —

7. Pneumonia _ __ — _ _ __ 3 3 1 _ _ I :_ ,_ _ 1
8 . Other Causes 2 — — — 1 — 8 3 — — ‘ — 3 i --  ■ — —

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 5 8 4 3 9 10 129 127 48 37 40 33 8 3 24 —

1. Plague
2. Smallpox .. ..

— — — — — — — 1 2 — 2 1 — — 1 —
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles

— — — — — — — — — ' --- — — -- - — —
5. Influenza __ _ __ _ — — 9 2 2 __ 4 - . _ _ 3 __
6 . Pyrexia or Fever __ 1 _ — _ _ 9 1 ' __ 1 _ 1 _ _ —
7. Enteric Fever _ __ _ — _ _ 3 4 __ 1 _ 1 _ _ 2 —
8 . Malaria __ __ _ _ _ 1 3 1 1 1 _ _ 2 _
9. Malarial Cachexia _ __ _ _ _ _ _ 1 I _ 1

.10. Cholera _ _ _ _ _ _. _ _ _ _
11. Diarrhoea — _ _ _ _ _ 5 4 2 _ . _ 2 __ _ ’
11 a. Enteritis — __ _ _ _ 1 4 4 2 2 — 1 _ _
12. Dysentery
13. Anohylostomiasis or Doehmius Duo-

— — — — - — 4 3 2 1 2 — — — —
denalis ..  . ; — _ __ __ __ 1 2 6 I14. Cancer . ■ — __ __ __ _ 1 4 3 2 _ 1 _‘

16. Phthisis — 2 "_ _ 2 3 13 13 5 3 3 4 216. Other Tuberculous Diseases — __ __ 1 _ _ 1 117. Anaemia 1 __ __ __ _ _ 2 _
18. Diabetes Mellitus — — __ _ _ _ 1 _ ]19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis £ —

— 3
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1
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1

1
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22. Pneumonia 1 3 1 1 20 6 5 4 i23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory
System — 1 __ _ 1 _ 2 2 1 !-

24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. .--- — 2 — — 2 3 2

2
4 2 — 1 —

26. Puerperal Septicaemia.. __ __ ' _ _ _ 1 427. Miscarriage __ _ _
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth _ _ 3 T" .
29. Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence I

— — — — — 7
1

—
1

13

— ,-- — —-
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes 2 a 1 2 5 3

2
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