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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1926.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. Marriages.
2 The marriages of residents in the proclaimed towns numbered 419 (340 General, 6 Kandyan, and 73 Muslim), as 

against 311 in the preceding month and 462 in the corresponding month of last year. In Colombo the number of marriages 
was 167 (124 General and 43 Muslim), as against 147 in the preceding month and 159 in the corresponding month of
last year. __..J Births.

3. The births registered numbered 1,761 (899 males and 862 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of 
36'42 per 1,000 of the population, as against 39 • 51 in the preceding month, 36' 81 in the corresponding month of last yefir, 
and 31 • 88 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The rate ranged from 19 03 in Badulla to 71 • 13 
in Kurunegala. There were 1,565 births of children whose mothers were residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual 
rate of 32-37, as against 35-53 in tho preceding month.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 625 (326 males and 299 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 31 • 47 per 1,000, as against 37 • 93 in the preceding month, 40 • 73 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 28-02 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah 
Wards, ranged from 12 ■ 42 in Kollupitiya to 35 • 77 in MaradanaEast. There were 531 births of children whose mothers 
were residents of the city, equivalent to an annual rate of 26 ■ 74, as against 31 • 83 in the preceding month.

Deaths.
5. . The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,849 (1,025 males and 824 females), and were equivalent 

to an annual rate of 38-24, as against 41-42 in the preceding month. There were 1,371 deaths of residents in the 
towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 30-67, as against 33-52 in the preceding month, 30-22 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 32-39 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The standardized 
death rate ranged from 101 • 84 in Kalpitiya to 13 ■ 38 iD Ambalangoda.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered' 607 (344 males and 263 females), and were equal to an 
annual rate of 30 • 56, as against 37 ■ 47 in the preceding month. There were 495 deaths of residents of the city, which 
corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 28-70, as against 34-67 in the preceding month, 32-54 in the correspond, 
ing month of last year, and 30-70 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The death rate of residents, 
exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 28-97 in New Bazaar to 12 • 97 in Kollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered during the. month numbered 124 (67 males and 57 females), as against 147 in the
preceding month. ' Infant Mortality.

8. The deaths of children under one year amounted to 396 and corresponded to a rate of 251 per 1,000 births 
registered during the twelve months ended February, 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the 
rate was 225, as against 218 in the preceding month, 216 in the corresponding month of last year, and 239 the average 
for the corresponding months since 1916. There were 354 deaths of children under one year whose mothers were residents 
of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 226, as against 222 in the preceding month.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 133, and corresponded to a rate of 231 
per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended February, 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during 
the month the rate was 213, as against 215 in the preceding month, 191 in the corresponding month of last year, and 
236 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. There were 124 deaths of children under one year whose 
mothers were residents of the city, which corresponded to a rate of 233, as against 237 in the preceding month.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 13 per cent, of the total deaths were due. Convulsions 

caused 7 per cent.; Debility (of children under one year) 6 per cent.; Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Phthisis, Diarrhoea, 
and Enteritis each 5 per cent. ; Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 4 per cent.; Anchylostomiasis, Dysentery, ■ and 
Prematurity, each 3 per cent.; Enteric Fever, Bronchitis, Puerperal Septicaemia, and Influenza, each 2 per cent.

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 12 per cent, of the total deaths were 
due. Convulsions, caused 9 per cent. ; Phthisis, 7 per cent.; Enteritis, % per cent; Debility (of children under one year), 
5 per cent.; Bronchitis, 4 per cent.; Influenza and Brights Disease and Nephritis, each 3 per cent.; Diarrhoea, 
Enteric Fever, and Dysentery, each 2 per cent. ; Anchylostomiasis, Prematurity, and Puerperal Septicaemia, each 1 per cent.

12. Four deaths from Plague (3 in Colombo and 1 in Puttalam) were registered, as against 1 in the preceding 
month and 9 in the corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chiclcenpox, of
which 273 cases were reported (156 in Colombo, 33 in Moratuwa); Phthisis, foDowed with 105 (86 in Colombo); 
Measles 100 (80 in Colombo); Enteric Fever 50 (25 in Colombo); Continued Fever 18 (14 in Colombo); Mumps 7
(6 in Colombo); Plague 4 (in Colombo); Diphtheria 4 (in Colombo); Smallpox 3 (in Colombo); Dysentery 2 (in 
Kalutara); Diarrhoea 1 (in Colombo).

In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 
Colombo recorded 0 -14 in. There was no rain in Negombo, Gampola,

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (3-32 in.).

. 2-53 in. in Matara to 0-06 in. in Anuradhapura. -  ’
Hatton, Puttalam, Kalpitiya, and Chilaw. . . .  r>«» , n ■ t»

15 Mean Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 82-4 m Ratnapura to 57-7° in Nuwara EJiya,

and wasJJO po^ etayaj  statistics see Tables I., II., and III. for all towns, and IV- and V. for the city of Colombo.

Registrar-General’s Office, 
Colombo, March 29, 1926.

A. W . Se y m o u r , 
Registrar-General.
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( 3 )

Table'll.— Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Rates for February, 1926.

Provinces and Towns.

Births.* Birth-rate. Deaths. Death-rate
(Standardized). Infant Mortality.

GO

i

GQ0>
"3a
r®

ao
2<DP4

February,
1926.

CQ

3

00©
Usa
r®

8O
2
PM

February,
1926.

Average
for

February,
1916-1925.

Deaths o f 
Children 

under 
1 Year.f

Rate per 
1,000 
Births 

registered 
during Feb., 

1926.

All 33 Towns 800 765 1.565 32-37 ?26 645 1,371 30-67 32-39 . 354 226

Western.
27i 260 531 26-74 277 218 495 28-70 30-70 124 233
33 51 . 84 38-12 32 23 55 25 55 33-78 13 155
68 -57 126 36-97 39 35 74 22 29 40-56 23 184
21 19 40 37-46 23 - 9 32 29-81 25-78 9 225

Panadure 24 15 39 44 14 8 16 24 28-90 22-87 3 O77

Central.
43 42 85 32-55 31 35 66 27-67 31-95 16 188
9 7 16 31-63 6 6 12 24-52 32-46 5 313

Nawalapitiya 8 6 14 49-43 2 3 5 19-17 35-78 1 71
Hatton-Dikoya 4 5 9 39-31 3 5 8 41-10 34-27 1 111

27 12 39 56-65 18 14 32 49-62 45-12 10 256
Nuwara Eliya 9 10 19 30-44 7 4 11 19-46 13-59 6 316

Southern.

Galie 61 54 105 34-62 51 49 100 32-26 31-50 22 201
Ambalangoda 6 10 16 53-84 4 — 4 1338 —t 3 187

27 26 53 40-51 22 12 34 25-50 26-82 7 132
Weligania 18 23 41 57-22 9 11 20 25-84 20-61 8 195
Hambantota 6 3 9 39-44 6 6 ‘12 52-26 31-56 2 222
Tangalla , 14 6 20 52-28 6 4 10 25-94 27-02 6 300

Northern.
62 58 120 35.94 58 66 124 38-47 37-77 36 300
7 6 13 45-28 6 6 12 42-62 37-91 5 385

Mullaittivu — 4 4 31-38 4 3- 7 57-22 55-42 1 250
Vavuniya — - — 1 4 . 5 75-38 54-91 1 — _ .

Eastern.
•V

Batticaloa 8 8 16 19-35 10 11 21 26-48 33-05 4 250
5 5 10 49 92 5 — 5 25-15 —i 2 200

Trincomalee ■ 7 15 22 29-46 18 10 28 39-22 33-99 5 227

NorthWestem. -
12 12 24 27-99 15 12 27 36-58 • 34-57 8 333
15 15 30 52-54 16 20 36 68-38 59-19 12 400
2 4 6 48-37 6 5 11 101-84 —t 3 500

Chilaw 9 8 17 3011 10 15 25 51-00 44 25 7 412

North-Central.
A tmradhapura 7 9 16 22-01 17 15 32 52-71 78-54 6 375

Uva.

Badulla 10 3 13 19-03 7 11 18 26-88 32-32 3 231
Lunugala 1 1 24-51 1 1 27-62 __+♦

Sabaragammoa.

Ratnapura 15 7 22 38-01 6 9 15 28-25 24-62 1 45
Kegalla 2 4 6 20-68

1
3 7 10 38-59 17-72 1 167

1
* Births of infants whose mothers were residents of the town.
J Deaths of children under 1 year whose mothers were residents of tha town. 
I Not available



Ta
bl

e 
II

I.
—

Ca
us

es
 o

f D
ea

th
 b

y 
Se

x 
re

gi
st

er
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

Fe
br

ua
ry

, 1
92

6,
 in

 e
ac

h 
To

w
n 

of
 t

be
 I

sla
nd

 p
ro

cla
im

ed
 u

nd
er

 S
ec

tio
ns

 3
1-

36
 o

f t
he

 O
rd

in
an

ce
 N

o.
 1

 o
f 

18
95

.

( 4 )

3 s  o  
£>« 13

s- d
.a

©
’aoCJadfa

Ao« ^
® «3pH S

00
;3$
C5 d
—.acq rd
J3 g-

a.-s
2 g

I<n a _ o
' ? “  
5  a(3 S 
+sa « fa*<c
T3 ti

: s

1|© C

4 c6 3 d
m



Ta
bl

e I
II

.—
Ca

us
es

 o
f D

ea
th

 b
y 

Se
x 

re
gi

st
er

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
Fe

br
ua

ry
, 1

92
6,

 in
 e

ac
h 

To
w

n 
of

 th
e I

sl
an

d 
pr

oc
la

im
ed

 u
nd

er
 S

ec
tio

ns
 3

1-
36

 o
f t

he
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 N
o. 

1 o
f 1

89
5—

co
nt

in
ue

d.

( 5 )



T
ab

le
 I

II
. —

C
au

se
s 

of
 D

ea
th

 b
y 

Se
x 

re
gi

st
er

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
F

eb
ru

ar
y,

 1
92

6,
 in

 e
ac

h 
T

ow
n

 o
f 

th
e 

Is
la

n
d 

pr
oc

la
im

ed
 u

nd
er

 S
ec

ti
on

s 
31

-3
6 

of
 t

he
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 N
o.

 1
 o

f 
18

95
 

co
nt

in
ue

d

* H
er

e 
ar

e 
in

clu
de

d 
55

 d
ea

th
s 

fro
m

 S
en

ili
ty

, 1
0 

fro
m

 D
eb

ili
ty

, 2
4 

fro
m

 W
or

m
s, 

16
 fr

om
 P

ar
al

ys
isa

, a
nd

 13
 fr

om
 H

ea
rt

 D
ise

as
e, 

f 
He

re
 a

re
 in

clu
de

d 
54

 d
ea

th
s f

ro
m

 S
en

ili
ty

, 1
6 

fro
m

 D
eb

ili
ty

, 2
5 f

ro
m

 W
or

m
s, 

5 
fro

m
 P

ar
al

ys
is,

 a
nd

 4
 fr

om
 H

ea
rt 

Di
se

as
e.



T
ab

le
 I

II
.—

C
au

se
s 

of
 D

ea
th

 b
y 

Se
x 

re
gi

st
er

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
F

eb
ru

ar
y,

 1
92

6,
 in

 e
ac

h 
T

ow
n 

of
 t

he
 I

sl
an

d 
pr

oc
la

im
ed

 u
nd

er
 S

ec
ti

on
s 

31
-3

6 
of

 t
he

 O
rd

in
an

ce
 N

o.
 1

 o
f 

18
95

—
co

nt
in

ue
d.

( 7 )



( 8 )

* 
Th

e c
ity

-ra
te

 is
 w

or
ke

d 
di

ffe
re

nt
ly 

fro
m

 th
e w

ar
d-

ra
te

s, 
an

d 
ta

ke
s i

nt
o 

ac
co

un
t, e

ve
nt

s i
n 

ho
sp

ita
ls,

 &
e„

 o
f r

es
id

en
ts 

no
t a

ssi
gn

ed
 to

 w
ar

ds
, 

t S
ta

nd
ar

di
ze

d d
ea

th
-ra

te
s f

or
 th

e w
ar

ds
 o

f t
he

 c
ity

 ar
e n

ot
 a

va
ila

bl
e.



( 9 )
Table V.— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1926, in each Ward and ot

each Race in the City of Colombo.

Wards.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

l.—Infantile Mortality

1.
A.— One Week and under. 

Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

1.
B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. 
Prematurity

2. Debility
3. Convulsions .. 0
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1. Plague
2. Smallpox "
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles
5. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea .
11a. Enteritis • •
12. Dysentery Duo-13. Anohylostomiasis or Doohmius
14.

denalis
Cancer

15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory
24.

System
Bright’s Disease and Nephritis

25. Puerperal Eclampsia- ..
26. Puerperal Septicaemia .
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation • •
30. ' Aocidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

City of Colombo.
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M F Total. M F M F M F M F M F M F

344 263 607 1 — 4 1 26 2 1 13 5 16 14 26 26

69 64 133 — — — 1 4 1 0 2 2 5 6 9 4

4 3 7 1
8 6 13 __ — — 1 — 1 — 1 1 ‘ --- 1 —
2 3 5 — — — — 1 — — — — — — —

— — — — — — — — — — — — — --• —
— — __ __ — — __ — — — — — — —
— — — __ — — •__ — — — — — —
— — — — — — — —

z — — —
z _

1* — 1 —

__
9 9 18 __ _ __ ' __ 1 1 — — 1 1 —

16 14 30 __ __ — __ 2 4 1 — 1 3 — 1
__ 2 2 __ __ __ *_ — 1 — — — — — 1
8 10 18 — — — — — 1 — 1 1 — 2 —

— ■s—
1 2 3 _ __ _ __ 1 — __ __ — — —

14 9 23 _ __ __ __ __ 1 — — 2 1 3 1
6f - n 13 — — — — — 1 — — — 1 1

~

275 199 474 1 — 4 — 22 1 1 11 3 11 8 17 22

2 2

9 7 16 __ __ 1 __ 3 2 1 1 --■ — 1 1
1 2 3 — —r —
6 8 14 1 . 1
3 1 4 __ ‘ --- — __ — — — — — — — —

— 1 1. __ __ __
6 6 12 2 — — 2
8 11 19 —— __ __ __ 1 — 1 — 1 2 — 1
9 5 14 — — — — 2 1 — 1 l — — 1

6 3 9
4 1 5 __ — __

27 14 41 __ — .— * — 1 1 2 — — 1 — 2 „
__ 3 3

1 3 4 — — — — 1 i --- . — — — — —
4 1 5 __ __ '__ __ — — 1 —. — — — —-

14 5 19 — — — — 3 — — — 1 — 1 1
4 1 5 — — — — — — - — — — — 1 —
7 14 21 — — __ — — — — 1 — i 2

30 21 51 1 — 2

4 1 5
8 9 17 — — — — 1 2 1 — ---■ — — 1_

— 7 7 — — — — — 1 — — — — — 1

— 1°. 10 —

9 __ 9 __ ___ _
2

_ _
1 — 1
2 — 2 1

— — — — --- • _ __ __ __ ___ __ _ . —
110§ 65|| 175 2 — 8 2 5 1 5 4 12 7

* One death from Imperforate Anus. ,
t One death each from Thrush, Influenza, Pyaemia, Syphilis, Worms, and tickets, 
t Three deaths from Influenza and 1 each from Bright Disease, Worms, Toxaemia, and Syphilis.
5 Here are included 30 deaths from Senility, 9 from Heart Disease, 7 each from Paralysis and Worms. 
j| Here are included 19 deaths from Senility, 8 from Worms, and 5 from Debility,
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Table V .— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1926, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo— continued.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.-Infantile Mortality

A — One Week and under.

1. Prematurity : •
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4o. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

*1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4o. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia .. '
8. Other Causes

II— General Mortality (1 Year and Over) ..
1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chiokenpox
4. Measles
5. influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteri o Fever .1
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera 
«ll. Diarrhoea

Ho. Enteritis
12. Dysentery ..
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis . ’
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
18. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus ”  ’
19. Convulsions
20-. Tetanus . •
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23’ ° tSystemi8eaSeS °f ResPiratory
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia
26. Puerperal Septicaemia..27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth.29. Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence .'
31. Homicide
32. Suicide . . .  ''
33. Execution .. ’ j
34. All Other Causes • ..
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1926, in each Ward and of

eack Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

A.'— One Week and under.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. C on vu lsion s
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II —•General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles
5. Influenza . . .
6. Pyrexia Or Fever .
7. Enteric Fever . . .
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea
lla. Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anohylostomiasis or Doohmius 

denalis
Du<

14. Cancer
15. Phthisis , . .
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19/ Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases of the Respirator, 

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. .Puerperal Eclampsia ..26. Puerperal Septicaemia..27. Miscarriage •28. Other undefined Accidents of ChildbirtJ29. Starvation30. Accidents and Negligence31. Homicide32. Suicide33. Execution •..34, All Other Causes
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«... __ __ 1 — 1 5 6 2 3 __ 3 __ __ _ __

1 T — — — 2 18 18 6 __ 2. 1 — — 4 —
_ - 1 __ — — 2'" — — 1 __ __ • . 1 _
— i — — — ■ — 5 6 2 1 1 1 — — i1_ — — — — — — — — — __ — __ __ —•
— — __ —
— — — — — — — — — __ __ — __ __ __ —
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