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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF MARCH, 1926.

REPORT OF THE RE G ISTR A R -G E N E R A L.
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in the proclaimed towns numbered 356 (323 General, 1 Kandyan, and 32 Muslim), as
against 419 in the preceding month and 316 in the corresponding month of last year. In Colombo the number of marriages 
was 148 (125 General and 23 Muslim), as against 167 in the preceding month and 140 in the corresponding month of 
last year. ' *

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 1,901 (976 males and 925 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of 

35 • 51 per 1,000 of the population, as against 36-42 in the preceding month, 34'08 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 29 -87 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The rate ranged from 22-14 in Lunugala to 53-48 
in Mannar. There were 1,741 births of children whose mothers were residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual 
rate of 32-53, as against 32-37 in the preceding, month.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 687 (357 males and 330 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 31-24 per 1,000, as against 31 • 47 in the preceding month, 30 • 72 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 25-30 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah 
Wards, ranged from 11 • 38 in Maradana South to 33-60 in Maradana East. There were 606 births of children whose 
mothers were residents of the city, equivalent to an annual rate of 27" 56, as against 26 • 74 in the preceding month.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,613 (861 males and 752 females), and were equivalent 

to an annual rate of 30-14 per 1,000 of the population, as against 38-24 in the preceding month. There were 1,165 
deaths of residents in the tovfrns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 23-54, as against 30-67 in the preceding 
month, 26-78 in the corresponding month of last year, and 28-97 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. 
The standardized death-rate ranged from 74-24 in Hatton-Dikoya to 10- 46 in Kegalla.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 557 (297 males and 260 females), and were equal to an 
annual rate of 25 ■ 33, as against 30 - 56 in the preceding month. There were 432 deaths of residents of the city, which 
corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 22- 62, as against 28- 70 in the preceding month, 281-33 in the correspond­
ing month of last year, and 27-65 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The death-rate . of residents, 
exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 24- 24 in Kotahena South to 7 ’ 72 in Wellawatta North.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 135 (82 males and 53 females), as against 124 in the
preceding month. In fant Mortality.

8 The deaths of children under one year amounted to 318 and corresponded to a rate of 181 per 1,000 births 
registered during the twelve months ended March, 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the 
rate was 167, as against 225 in the preceding month, 216 in the corresponding month of last year, and 227 the average 
for the corresponding months since 1916: There were 293 deaths of children under one year whose mothers were residents 
of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 169, as against 226 in the preceding month.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 113 and corresponded to a rate of 177 
per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended March, 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during 
the month only the rate was 164, as against 213 in the preceding month, 241 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 240 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. There were 107 deaths of children whose, mothers were 
residents of the city, which corresponded to a rate of 177, as against 233 in the preceding month.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 15 per cent, of the total deaths were' due. Convulsions 

caused 8 per cent.; Phthisis, Malaria, and Malarial Cachexia, each 6 per cent. ; Debility (of children under one 
year) 5 per cent, Anchylostomiasis, Bright's Disease, Nephritis, Diarrhoea, and Enteritis each 4 per cent.; Dysentery 
and Bronchitis, each 3 per cent.; Prematurity, Enteric Fever, and Puerperal Septicaemia, each, 2 per cent,; Influenza,
1 per cent, . '

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 13 per cent, of the total deaths were . 
dufe. Convulsions caused 10 per cent.; Phthisis, 7 per cent.; Debility (of children under one yearR 5 per cent.; 
Enteritis, 4 per cent. Diarrhoea, Brights Disease and Nephritis, Bronchitis, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Influenza 
each 3 per cent.; Puerperal Septicaemia, Enteric Fever, and Dysentery, each 2 per cent.; Cancer, Anchylostomiasis, and 
Prematurity, each 1 per cent.

12. One death from Plague (in Puttalam) was registered, as against 4 in the preceding month and 9 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the W n th  was Chickenpox, of 
which 333 cases’ were reported (201 in Colombo, 31 in Moratuwa, 25 in Batticaloa, 17 in Galle, 16 in Jaffna); 
Measles followed with 97 (84 in Colombo 6 in Galle); Phthisis, 81 (74 in Colombo); Enteric Fever 33 (15 in Colombo; 
5 in Kandy) ; Continued Fever, 24(13 in Colombo, 7 in Kandy) ; Smallpox, 12 (in GbWo); Dysentery, 4 (2 in Weligama), 
Plague, 3 (2 in Colombo, 1 in Puttalam); Mumps, 2 (in Colombo) ; Whooping Cough, 1 (in Batticaloa).

■ M eteorology.

14. Rainfall.—Ratnapura recorded the highest rainfall (10*88 in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 
9-36 in. in Kegalla to 0-08 in. in Mullaitivu; Colombo recorded 5-74in.

15.. Mean Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 84-3° in Mannar to 59-1° in Nuwara Eliya,
and was 82-4° in Colombo.

16. For detailed statistics see Tables T„ II., and III. for all towns, and IV- and V. for the city of Colombo.
Regiitrar-General’s Office, 

Colombo, May 3, 1926.
A. W . Se y m o u r , 

Registrar-Genetraf.
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( 3 )
Table II.—Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Rates for March, 1926.

Births. * Birth-rate. Deaths. Death-rate
(Standardized)., Infant Mortality -̂

Provinces and Towns.

®
1

78
a
r®

ao
e
Ph

March,
1926.

OQ

jj

oo<£>
15
a
r®

ao
8 .©Pd

March,
1926.

4 Average 
for

‘ March, 
1916-1925.

Deaths of 
Children 

under 
1 Year.t

Bate per 
1,000 
Births 

registered 
during 

March, 1926.

All 33 Towns 893 848 1,741 32-63 605 560 1,165 23-54 28-97 293 169

Western.

Colombo
Negombo
Moratuwa
Kalutara
Panadure

311
44
77
17
17

295
44
58
15
18

606
88

135
32
35

27-56 
36 07 
36 07 
27-07 
35 78

223
27
33
14
7

209
29
46
9

19

432
56
79
23
26

22-62
23-50
21-49
19-36
28-28

27-65 
30 02 
35-74 
24-93 
20-58

107
20
22
6

' 6

177
227
163
188
171

Central.

Kandy
Gampola
Nawalapitiya
Hatton-Dikoya
Matale
Nuwara Eliya

48
10
6
7

20
15

64
12
7
2

11
7

112
22
13
9

31
22

38 73
39- 28 
41-46 
35-51
40- 67 
31-84

29
10
6
8

10
10

38
2
5
8
5
2

67
12
11
16
15
12

25-38
22-14
38-09
74-24
21-01
19-17

27- 88 
25-54 
32-39
28- 66 
35-53 
13-66

202

4
1
4

179
91

444 ‘ 
32 

182

Southern-

Galle
Ainbalangoda
Matara
Weligaroa
Hambantota
Tangalla

67
5

32
21
5

10

82
3

26
10
8
6

149
8

58
31
13
16

44-37 
24-31 
40-04 
39-08 
51-45 

• 37-77

43
3

16
■7
4 
6

25
2

15
10
2

68
5

31
17
4
8

19-81
15-11
21-00
19-84
15-73
18-74

24- 69
—t

23 06 
19-61
25- 75
26- 56

8
1

10
7
1
2

54
125
173
226
78

125

Northern.

Jaffna
Mannar
Mullaitthvu
Vavuniya

63
7

; 2

73 
\ 9 

2

136
16
4

36-79
60-33
28-34

41
7
4
2

67
2
5
1

98
9
9
3

27- 46
28- 87 
66-45 
40-85

33-92
43-31
59-81
53-46

25
£
3

184
250
750

Eastern.

Batticaloa
Kalm'unai
Trincomalee . •

12
3

11

13
3

11

25
6

22

27-31
27-05
26-61

11
9

8
15

19
24

21-64
30-37

42-10
—t3615

7
8

280
364

North-Western.

Kurunegala
Puttalam
Kalpitiya
Chilaw

14
19
1
6

12
13
3
9

26
32
4

15

27-38
50-62
29-12
24-00

13
21.

1
8

10
10
3
3

23 
31 
•4 

' 11

28-15
53-18
33-45
20-27

25-51
51-87
—t35-95

5
7

3

192
219

200

North-Central.

Anuradhapura 11 8 19 23-61 20 7 27 40-17 65-67 4 211

Uva.

Badnlla
Lunugala

12
1

11 23
1

30 41 
22 14

5
1

5 10
1

13 49 
.24-95

34-73__++ 1 2 87

Sabaragamuwa.

Ratnapura
Kegalla

16
3

10
' 3

26
6

40-57
18-68

5

1

6
2

11
3

18-71
10-46

21-83
15-61 1 31 1

115
167

* Births of infanta whose mothers were residents of the town, 
t  Deaths of children under 1 year whose mothers were residents of the town. 
J Not available.
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Mouth of March, 1926, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo.

Wards. .

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

4.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis 
7.. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia .. <
8. Other Causes

II.-General Mortality (1 Year and Over) ..

1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles
5. Influenza ,.. .
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera ! ..
11. Diarrhoea
11a. Enteritis ..
12. Dysentery
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis ..
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis ..
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
81. Bronchitis 
2?. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System . . .
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ..
28. Puerperal Septicaemia .
27. Miscarriage • • . • •
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation
30. ’Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
23. Execution 
34. All Other Causes

City of Colombo.

0>
*3
o

■g 8 ‘ 9 « “ fa43
§fa

4  ■

fa

0Q
ifa
-43QG * Sa

n 
Se

ba
sti

an
.

a

i
'£• 13 
. W

No
rth

.

Ko
ta

he
na

So
ut

h.

M - V Total. M F M F M F M F - M F' M F

297 260 557 8 1 — 31 16 6 8 9 22 3P 29

57 56 113 — — — — 11 4 2 1 3 6 9 6

4 2 6 •
5 4 9 __ __ — __ — — — — — — 2 1
2 3 5 — — — — 1 — 1 — — 1 . — —

— — — — — — . — — — ' --- —: — —

— — __ __ __ __ _ --- • __ — __• — _ ! — —
--- ' — — — — — — — — — — — ,--- . --— — _ __ ■__ — __ — — __ — — , — 1 — -—

2* ““  ' 2 —

10 10 20 1 1 1
20 15 35 — ' — — — 9 1 1 1 — — 2 2
— 3 3 — — — — — 1 — ---’ — 1 — —
6 4 9 — — — — — —* •--- . --- i — 3 —
2 1 3 ___ _ ___ 1 . . __ ’ _ ' 2
3 7 10 i i — 1
4t n 11 — — — — — 1 — — i 1 1

240 204 444 3 1 — — 20 12 4 7 6 16 22 23
_ _ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ ; - __ — .

1 — 1
•

__ —— — __ __ — __ — — ■ __ — __ ■ —. x — —
8 3 11 — — . — — 6 — — — — 1 1 1

__ 4 4 __ __ — __ — — __ ' --- — ■ --- V —* 1
5 6 11 2
8 6 13 '__ __ — __ 1 __ __ — — 1 1 —
2 1 3

— — __ — ' _i. __ __ __ ■ __ __ —- — —
7 7 ’ 14 - __ 3 3 —
7 9 16 _ __ __• • __ __ __ 1 __ _. 1 __„
7 2 9 1 2

5 4 9 /
6 3 9

18 21 39 __ __ .— __ — 2 2. __ __ 2 1 3
1 1 2
2 2 4
3 1 4
8 6 14 — — — — 3 — .1 . --- i — 1 —
6 — 6 — — — — — — . --- i ' --- ’ “7 —
6 8 14 — — — __ — 2 — — — — _ __

39 25 64 — — — . — 2 1 — — l 1 1 — 6

1 — 1 __ __ _ __ __ __ __ _ _L - -L. _
11 6 17 — — — — 1 1 — — •__' -- - 3 1

— 2 2 — — — — — — --- 1 __ — __ __
— 12 12 — — — — — 1 — 1 __ --- ' ’ __ 1
— 1

1
1 — — — — — — — — — 1 — —

__ 1
. - . _ — — — — —

15 2 17 1 1 — • __ 1 __ __ __ i 2
3 — 3 —
1 — 1 — — — —• — —T— — __ __ __ __ __

— — — .— — — __ __ ..
70§ 72|| 1 142

2
— — ' — 5 5 1 4 2 6 8 6

* One death e a c h  from Status Lymphaticus and Imperforate Aldus. 
t One death e a ch  from Pemphigus, Influenza, Meningitis and Measles.
1 Two deaths eaclj from Influenza and Worms, and 1 each from Gastritis, Dysentry,. and Septicaemia. 
§ Here are in c lu d e d  17 deaths from Senility, 6 from Paralysis and 4 from Heart Disease.
U Here are included 20 deaths from Senility, 7 from Worms, and 6 each from Heart Disease and Debility,
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Table V.— Causes of Deaths ljy Sex registered during the Month of March, 1926, in each Ward and of
e a c h .  Race in the City of C olom bo— continued.

*
Wards.

Causes of Death.
: ’ .

d ldNd0 ffl
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No
rth

. 
, 

j

' • ■: M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F

All Causes . . .
• ' ■ i :

14 12 125 85 20 28 8 10 8 18 14 14 n n 8 3

i

I.—Infantile Mortality . . . 6 4 7 9 7 9 2 5 2 3 3 2 4 4' 1 1.

A.— One Week and under.

1. Prematurity •. 1 3 12. ■ Debility, .; . 1 1 1 _ _ _ 1 _ _ 1 1 _ _
3. Convulsions .. _ 2 _ _ _ _ _ !_ _ _ — _ . __
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis .. ,
5. Tetanus ..
8. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia ..
8. Other Causes .. , — — 1 — — — — — — — — 1 — — —■

B.—̂ Over l  Week and under 1 Year. 

1. Prematurity
2. Debility _ :_ 1 2 4 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 _ --  •
3. Convulsions 3 _ _ — 2 6 _ 2 1 1 1 _ 1 _ J_ 1
4. Diarrhoea .. ..
Aa. Enteritis _ i 1 3
5. Tetanus __ __
6. Bronchitis ..
7. Pneumonia — i __ _ 1 1 — 1 . _ _ _ __ 1 1 —
% Other Causes 1 — — 2 — .1 1 — — — 1 — — 1 — —

1C—General Mortality (1 Year and Over).. 8 s 118 76 13 17 6 5 6 15 11 12 7 7 7 2
1. Plague ..
2. | Smallpox .. ” .. 1 —
3. Chiokenpox .. — — _ _ _- — _ _ _ _ — — — — — —
4. Measles

,5. Influenza . ■ 1 i
6. Pyrexia or Fever _ — _ _ _ 1 —• _ _ 2 _ _ _ _ — _
7. EnterioFever _' — 3 4 _
8. Malaria .. ' .. _ 2 5 1 1
9. Malarial Cachexia — _ . _ 1 2 _ _, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ —

10. Cholera
41. Diarrhoea .. _ — 2 3 _ _ _ _ _ 1 __ _ L
1 la. Enteritis _ 1 1 5 2 2 2 1 _ _ —
12. ' Dysentery — — 4 _ _ _ 2 _ _ ___ ;_ _ — _ — -- ‘
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo- 

denalis .. . . . 1 3 3 1 1
14. Cancer • _ 5 2 1 _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ ---'
15. Phthisis _ — ' 10 12 _ 1 1 _ . 1 1 _ 2 —
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases _ _ 1 1 . _ _ _ _ - __'
17. Anaemia .. _ __ 2 1 _ . _ 1 _ _ _ - __
18. Diabetes Mellitus _ _ 2- •_ _ _ 1 1 __ _
19. Convulsions .. _ _ __ _ 4 _ 1 1 1 . _ _ -
20. Tetanus _ __ 4 _ _ _ 1 _ _ _
21. Bronchitis _ 5 5 _ - ___ 1 . ■ ■ . 1 __
22. Pneumonia 2 _ 26 6 2 3 _ 2 _ 1 5 3 _ 2 _
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System .. ..
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 1 1 4 1 1 1 1 1
25. Puerperal Eclampsia .. _ — _ 1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ — —
26. Puerperal Septicaemia.. _ 1 _ 5 2 _ . — _ _ _ 1 ___ —
27. Miscarriage ■>.. _ _ _, _ _ _ . _ _ . _ _ _r~ —
28. Other undefined Acoidents of Childbirth.
29. ' Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence ‘ -- _ 8 - - - - _ . _ 1 - —— 1 _ —
31. Homicide — _ _ _ ■ 1 _ ___ i —
32. Suicide .. .. _ _ 1 — _ - _ _ _
33. Execution ..
34. All Other Causes 3 2 32 25 3 5 3 1 3 7

•
2 3 2 4 2 1
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month.of March, 1926, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Qo\om\x>— continued. ________ .

Causes of Death.

AH Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4o. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B .— Over 1 W eek and under 1 Tear.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4o. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

Wards.

a A
£  §O CQ

1.
2.
3.

. 4. 
6. 
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
llo.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20. 
21. 
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Plague 
Smallpox 
Chickenpox 
Measles 
Influenza 
Pyrexia or Fever 
Enteric Fever 
Malaria
Malarial Cachexia 
Cholera 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Dysentery 
Anohylostomiasis or Doohmiua Duo- 

denalis 
Cancer 
Phthisis
Other Tuberculous Diseases 
Anaemia 
Diabetes Mellitus 
Convulsions 
Tetanus 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other Diseases of the Respiratory 

System
Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 
Puerperal Eclampsia ..
Puerperal Septicaemia..
Miscarriage . .  . ■ •
Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth 
Starvation
Accidents and Negligence 
Homicide • •
Suicide
Execution • •
All Other Causes . .

Deaths among all Races.
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