
S U P P L E M E N T
TO THE

Ceylon Government Gazette
No. 7,540 — FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 1926.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF MAY, 1926.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36  

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in the proclaimed towns numbered 396 (315 General, 5 Kandyan, and 76 Muslim), as 
against 245 in the preceding month and 310 in the corresponding month of last year. In  Colombo the number of marriages 
was 155 (115 General and 40 Muslim), as against 101 in the preceding month and 111 in the corresponding month of
last year. _ .  ..

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 1,587 (811 males and 776 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate ol 

29 • 65 per 1,000 of the population, as against 32 • 45 in the preceding month, 31 • 72 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 28 -98 the average for the corresponding months, since 1916. The rate ranged from 7 - 28 in Kalpitiya to 76 '66  
in Kalmunai. There were 1,436 births of children whose mothers were residents of the towns, equivalent to an 
annua] rate of 26- 83, as against 29 ■ 73 in the preceding month.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 519 (259 males and 260 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 23 ■ 60 per 1,000, as against 27 • 54 in the preceding month, 28 ■ 33 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 24 '35  the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah 
Wards, ranged from 5 -8 0  in San Sebastian to 32 -31  in Maradana East. There were 444 births of children whose 
mothers were residents of the city, equivalent to an annual rate of 2 0 -1 9 , as against 24 -39  in the preceding month.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,581 (834 males and 747 females), and were equivalent 

to an annual rate of 2 9 -5 4  per 1,000 of the population, as against 3 2 -2 6  in the preceding month. There were 1,152 
deaths of residents in the towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 23-28, as against 25*83 in the preceding 
month, 25-78 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27 -98  the average for the corresponding months since 1916. 
The standardized death-rate ranged from 59- 07 in Mullaittivu to 10 -46  iD Kegalla.

6. In  the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 542 (275 males and 267 females), and were equivalent to 
an annual rate of 24- 65, as against 26 • 69 in the preceding month. There were 428 deaths of residents of the city, which 
corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 22 - 41, as against 2 4 -0 8  in the preceding month, 2 8 -0 6  in the correspond, 
ing month of last year, and 26*25 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The death-rate of residents, 
exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 31 ■ 01 in Maradana East to 7 -0 2  in W ellawatta North.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 115 (68 males and 57 females), as against 128 in the 
preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
8 The deaths of children under one year amounted to 348 and corresponded to a rate of 200 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended May, 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the 
rate was 219, as against 196 in the preceding month, 211 in the corresponding month of last year, and 223 the average 
for the corresponding months since 1916. There were 318 deaths of children under one year whose mothers were residents 
of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 221, as against 199 in the preceding month.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year numbered 104 and corresponded to a rate of 166 
per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended May, 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during 
the month only the rate was 200, as against 186 in the preceding month, 231 in the corresponding m onth of last year, 
and 236 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. There were 98 deaths of children under one year whose 
mothers were residents of the city, which corresponded to a rate of 221, as against 202 in the preceding month.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 15 per cent, of the total deaths were due. Convulsions 

caused 10 per cent.; Phthisis, 7 per cent. ; Debility (of children under one year), 5 per cen t.; Enterits and Malaria and 
Malarial Cachexia, each 4 per cent. ; Diarrhoea, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Anchylostomiasis, Dysentery^ and 
Prematurity, each 3 per cent.; Puerperal Septicaemia, Bronchitis, and Enteric Fever, each 2 per cent. ; Cancer and 
Influenza, each 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 12 per cent, of the total deaths were 
due. Convulsions caused 10 per c e n t .; Phthisis, 9 ‘per c e n t.; Enteritis, 4 per cent; Debility (of children under one 
year), Bronchitis, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, and Influenza, each 3 per cent.; Enteric Fever, Dysentery, Cancer, 
Prematurity, Anchylostomiasis, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Diarrhoea, each 2 per cen t.; Tetanus and Puerperal 
Septicaemia, each 1 per cent.

12. Infectious Diseases reported,— The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthisis, of which 
115 cases were reported (95 in Colombo). Chickenpox followed with 101 (80 in Colombo, 7 in Moratuwa); Measles 47

, (39 in Colombo); Continued Fever 20 (13 in Colom bo); Smallpox 20 (,19 in Galle and 1 in C olom bo);  Enteric Fever 19 
(12 in Colombo); Dysentery 8 (in Kurunegala); M um ps 6 (5 in Colom bo); Diphtheria 2 (in Panadure); Whooping Cough 2 
(in Colombo); Cholera 1 (in Jaffna).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall.— Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (50 -10  in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged 

from 34-10 in. in Ratnapura to 1 -88  in. in Jaffna; Colombo recorded 25 -95  in.
14. Mean Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 85 -8 ° in Mannar and Trincomalee to 63 -4° in 

Nuwara Eliya, and was 82 -4 ° in Colombo.
15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I ., I I ., and II I . for all towns, and IV. and V . for the city of Colombo.

Registrar-General’s Office, j j . e . B e v e n ,
Colombo, July 1, 1926. Registrar-Genera!.
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Table II.—Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Bates for May, 1926.

Births. * Birth-rate. Deaths Death-rate
(Standardized).

Infant Mortality.

• Bate per
Provinces and Towns. Average Deaths of 1,000

May, May, for Children Births
1926. to

1
1926. May, under registered

CO © s ■S 1916-1925. 1 Year.t during
© 1 S

© s s May, 1926.
2 £ PM i r®fa PM '

All 33 Towns 730 706 1,436 26 83 582 570 1,152 23-28 27-98 318 22 i

Western.

<•

Colombo
Negombo

222 222 444 20-19 206 222 428 22-41 26-25 98 221.
37
58

31
63

68
111

27-87
29-65

20
27

24
34

44
61

18-46
16-60

23 80 
31-90

8
21

118
190

18 25 43 36-37 11 14 25 21-04 26-47 6 i40

Panadure 9 18 27 27 60 9 9 18 19-58 16 • 46 3 1 1 1

Central.
*, .
Kandy . ■ 
Gampola, ; 
Nawalapitiya 
Hatton-Dikoya 
Matalo

47
9
4
4

19

45'
10
8
6

15

92
19
12
10
34

31 ■ 82 
33 92
38- 27
39- 45 
44-61

36
8
2
5

12

31
7
3
3
6

67.
15
5
8

18

25-38
27-68
17-31
37-12
25-21

29-12
26-44
31-97
36-94
34-60

24
6
2
1
7

261
316
167
100
206
304

Nuwara Eliya 9 14 23 33-29 6 8 14 22-37 18-04 7

Southern.
Galle . . 49 46 95 28-29 30 33 63 18-36 24 83 19 2oo

214
104
138
714
353

Ambalangoda 
Matara,-..

6
29

8
19

14
48

42-55
33-14

3
13

2
16

5
29

15-11
19-64

— 1
23-25

3
5

Weligama . . .
Hambantota
Tahgalla

19
4
9

10
3
8

29
7

17

36-55
27-70
40-14

6
4
8

8
3
5

14
7

13

16-34
27-53
30-46

18'90  
28-26 
27-93

'"{A

4
5
6

Northern.
Jaffna 59 66 125 33-81 51 52 103 28-86 30-24 30 240

20Q
’ 250Mannar .. 7 8 15 47-19 2 4 6 19-25 37*14 3

Mullaittivu
Vavuniya

3 1 4 28-34 5 3 8 59; 07 1
2 --- - 2 23-28

~
44-10

!

Eastern. 1

Batticaloa 19 i2 31 33-87 18 15 33 37-59 45-88 n 365
Kalmunai, 7 10 17 76-66 5 4 9 40-89 — t 2 u §
Trincomalee 15 13 28 33-87 22 14 36 45-55 57-17 8 28o

North-Westem.
Kurunegala
Puttalam

10
11

8
9

18
20

18-96
3 1 6 4

16
14

8
13

24
27

29-37
46-32

31-09
45-12

8
8

444 
a 400

Kalpitiya
Chilaw

1
11 11

1
22

7-28
35-20

2
8 4

2
12

16-73
22 11 31-66

2
3 136

North-Central.

Anuradhapura 7 8 15 18-64 17 12 29 4 F l4 5F 3 2 7 466

Ova.
Badulla - 9 13 22 29 09 9 5 14

1
18'88 35-24 3 136

Luuugala 1 1 22-14 1
“

24'95 —t 1

Sabaragamutea.

Hatnapura 12 5 17 26-53 3 8 11 18-71 ' 26-96 4 235
Kegalla 4 1 5 15-57 3 3 10-46 12-37 ■ 2 400

* Births of infants whose mothers were residents of the town, 
t  Deaths of children under 1 year whose mothers were residents of the town. 
1 Not available. « *
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Table V .— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the -Month of May, 1926, in each Ward and of

each Race in the City of Colombo.

Wards.

- 4>
% j

City of Colombo. & 3 g6 cfi
Causes of Death.

Fo
rt 

an
d 

•F
ace

Pe
tta

h.

St
. P

au
l’

£
SGQ Ko

tah
en

No
rth

.

Ko
tah

en
So

ut
h.

M F Total. M F M F M F M F M F M F

All Causes 275 267 542 2 — l 2 14 15 3 7 10 14 21 25

I.—Infantile Mortality 56 48 104 1 — — 1 2 4 — 1 3 1 10 7

A.—One Week and under. 11. Prematurity . . 4 7 11
1

. 1
2. Debility . . 3 — 3 > —
3. Convulsions 6 1 7 4 —
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis ' —
5. Tetanus i — 1 —
6. Bronchitis i 1 2
7. Pneumonia — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
8. Other Causes •• 3* — 3 ;— — — — — — — "T — — i --- ■

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
•. Prematurity 
2. Debility • * 6 7 13 i _ _ _ 1 _ l _ ; — i . _
3. Convulsions 7 12 19 — . — — — 1 3 — — — — — 2
4. Diarrhoea , . — 2 2 —
4a. Enteritis 
5. Tetanus

9 5 14 — — — 1 1 _ . _ 1

6. Bronchitis 2 3 5
7. Pneumonia 7 4 11 1 — i 3
8. Other Causes 7t n 13 2 —r

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) •* 219 219 438 i — i 1 12 11 3 6 7 13 11 18
1. Plague
2. Smallpox

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
3. -Chickenpox — •-- — — — — — — — — — — — — —
4. Measles — —- — _ _ _ _ — _ _ — _ — — —
6. Influenza 9 3 12 _ _ — _ — — 1 1 1 — 1 —
6. Pyrexia or Fever . . 1 4 5 —
7. Enteric Fever 5 7 12 — _ — 1; — —
8. Malaria 3 5 8 _ _ — _ — _ _ — — --- " * —
3. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea

•• — 1 1
3 4 7 z _ z _ _ 1 1 _

11a. Enteritis 2 4 6 — 1 1
12. Dysentery 6 6 12 _ _ — __ 2 — — — — --- - -- ’ —
lo. Anchylostmiasis or Doohmius Duô

denalis 4 7 11 _ _ _ — _ _ _ _ — 1. 1 —
14. Cancer 4 8 12 1
1®* Phthisis.
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases •• 18 30 48 — — — 1 1 3 — — 1 ..2; 1 1
17. Anaemia 1 4 5 —— _ _ 1 _ _ 1 — — _ —
18. Diabetes Mellitus 8 1 9 _ . — i _ 1 — _ — — — __ —
19. Convulsions 17 13 30 ' _ ___ 3 1 _ 1 1 — 2 4
20. Tetanus 6 — 5
21. Bronchitis 4 6 10 _ _ _ _ _ — — — — — 3
22. Pneumonia 27 28 55 2 2 2
*3. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System , , 4 1 5
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 8 7 15 — — — — 1 — — — 1 — 2
*0. • Puerperal Eclampsia .. — — — — — — — — — --. — — -- , — ---
26. Puerperal Septicaemia .
27. Miscarriage

— 6 6 — — — __ — — —
f 8. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth — 5 5 1 — 139. Starvation . . — — — — — — — — — _ _ _ _
30. Accidents and Negligence 10 1 11
'H- Homicide — — — — — — — — _ _ - -- _
32. Suicide . . — — — — — _ _ _ _ _
23. Execution 3 — 3 — —t _ _ _ _ _
24. All Other Causes 77§ 68|| 145 i — ■— 2 5 2 2 3 3 1 4

* One death each from Heart-disease, Heart-failure and Influenza.
t  Two deaths from Influenza, and 1 each from Nephritis, Necrosis of bones of skuil, Syphilis, Rickets and Scabies 
j  Four deaths from Syphilis, and 1 each from Influenza and Rickets.

a  r L H,eS° are inoluded 13 deathB £rom Senility, 8 from Paralysis, 6 from Heart-disease, 5 from Cerebral Haemorrhage, and 
4 from Debility. °

|| Here are included 21 deaths from Senility, 8 from Paralysis, 5 from Heart-disease, and 4 from Debility.
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Table V .—-Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of May, 1926, in each Ward and of
each Race in iheC ity of Colom bo— continued. ______________

Wards.

. QC
i.
§ f .

Causes of Death.
eSC5s08

w
C6 cS

s X
CS
§ - T3
B<s

§CQ08.
3
rta

o ~
£-3S.g

3■a £43
a
tcc

'.
CQ
I i l| a. cS 0 3 fr § 8Scd 1

cu
§0 I I13 3 a 2 a oq w &

; .......................... * — - - ■
' 1 

M - F M . F M . V M ■ F M F M F M F M SU
-•l -■ -[■ -- All Causes 22 11 113 98 26 24 15 9 10 15 22 22 li 9 2 9

I .—infantile ulortailty .: 4 2 10 9 7 8 5 3 2 7 4 5 2 1 2
° ___ { ' , 

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility. . .:
3. Convulsions 
t. Diarrhoea

_ 3 2 __ 1 1 _ 1 _ _

2 — — ' — — — — - -- 1 — 1
1 —

4a. Enteritis .
5. Tetanus
S. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia...
8. Other Causes ,. — II

!

—

IN
I — _ —

— —
1

1
1 _

— T

B.—4)ver 1 Week and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity 
3- Debility . _
3. Convulsions .
4. Diarrhoea 1

1
1

i
—

1
2

3
2 3

1
2

—
2 — — — — i

4(i. Enteritis 
5. Tetanus ‘ — — 6 3 1 — — — 1 — — —
6. Bronchitis .. 
7* Pneumonia . • 1

— —
1

,3
1 1 — — — — — 1 1

l
1

— l
8. Other Causes .. 2 1 1 — — — 1 2 — —

U.—General Mortality (1 YSar and Over) .. 18 9 103 89 19 16 10 6 10 13 15 18 6 7
t
1 7

1. plague..
2. Smallpox, .
3. Chiokenpox .
4. Measles

-- . —
— •—;! —

—
—

—
—

—
— —

— -v -r.

Influenza 3 ‘ —— — — — — — ■-- *“"T
6. Pyrexia or Fever . > “  '■ -- 1 — 1 — — — T
7. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria 1 1 T 6 1 1 — 1 1

2 — — — '-r i?. Malarial Cachexia .. — — — — — TT
*0. Cholera r . ~— — — — — — — — TT '
11. Diarrhoea : ‘“l . 1 •; -- — — -T- — — T T".
11.0. Enteritis]
1|. Dysentery.... ... —

1 3
3;
2:4 11 1 — — — — — •=r. -r :

13. Anchylostomiasis or Doohmius Duo- 1
........denalis ,. ; ..

Cancer — — ■ 2. 6 1 . -- _ — _ _ _ — — '
10. Phthisis

Other Tuberculous Diseases ] 
l,7. Anaemia ...

Diabetes Meliitus 
\y. Cpnyulsions . . .
2Q. Tetanus .. * ’ 
21. Bronchitis

2

1
4

1

2

4
ll:

—: ■ 
3
5

5; . 
12;

1
1

1
10

3

5

- 1
 N

> 1 
1 

1 
1 (

i

1

, 1
! ■ i 
! 2

2

1

1

1
2

6
1 —

• —

i

22. Pneumonia , . .. j' ..
23. Other. Diseases of the Respiratory
.. . System
24. Bright’s Disease, and Nephritis28. Puerperal Eclampsia ..

5
—

11
3
3

3

1

1 2 “ “
—

3

1

3

1

3

1

1
2

1

3

20, Puerperal Septicaemia.. K 1 • “““ — —
2 i . Miscarriage _ — — — — . — '
2S. Other undefined Aooidents of Childbirth. 2y. Starvation — — — — — — —
30. Accidents and Negligence
31, Homicide - — 9 1 1 — — — ‘ — __ - — ' -- -
32. Suicide 1 “ — — 1 — ‘ -- • -- — — --- — . —
33. Execution . V— — --7 — — ' --- — — ' ---
34. All Other Causes 2 3 41 23 6 5

3
2

1 2
5 6 5 8

i=
5 3 1 1
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Table V .— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of May, 1926, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards. Deaths among all Races •

Causes of Death.

W
ell

aw
att

a
So

ut
h. i  ' 

I Bu
rgh

ers

Sin
ha

les
e.

.-5
I Mo

ors
.

Ma
lay

s. £©JS4SO

M F M F M F M . F M F M F M p M F

All Canses 3 7 3 4 14 9 147 171 53 41 40 31 5 7 13 4

I.—Infantile Mortality 1 2 1 — 2 2 28 25 14 12 8 7 2 — 1 2

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity __ 1 _ — — I 2 3 2 2 — — — — — 1
2. Debility — — — — — — — — 3 — — — — — — —
3. Convulsions — — — — -- . — 4 1 2
i  Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis — —

15. Tetanus — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
6. Bronchitis . .  ‘ — — — — — — — — — — 1 — — — -- . 1
7. Pneumonia — — — — — —
8. Other Causes — — — — 2 1

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear.

1. Prematurity . .
2. Debility — — 1 — — — 3 4 2 2 — 1 . -- — ---r —
3. Convulsions — 1 — — — — 4 5 2 3 1 4 — — — —
4. Diarrhoea — — — — — — — 2 — — — — — — — —
4o. Enteritis — — — — — 7 2 3 1 — — — 1 —
5. Tetanus — — — — — -- ■ _ — — — — — — — —
6. Bronchitis — — — — — 1 — 2 — — 1 1 — —
7. Pneumonia 1 __ — — 1 — 3 3 — 1 2 — 1 -- — —
®. Other Causes — --- — — 3 3 2 1 2 2 — — — —

II— General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 2 5 2 4 12 7 119 146 39 29 32 24 3 7 12 2

I. Plague __ — — — — — — — — — '-- — — __ —
Smallpox — — — — — —
Chickenpox ., — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

4. Measles __ — — — — — — — — — — — ,--- — — —
®. Influenza . . ------ 1 — — — — 4 — 3 1 2 2 — .. --- — —
*• Pyrexia or Fever — — — — •--- — 1 4 — ---• — — — — — ~

Enteric Fever .. — — — — — — 2 7 1 — 2 __ — — — —
*• Malaria __ — — — ---- 1 1 3 — — 2 1 — — — -
"• Malarial Cachexia — __ __ — — — — 1 — — __ __ — — -- —

j®- Cholera . .  . . _
*1- Diarrhoea __ __ __ __ 1 __ 2 3 __ 1 __ __ — — — -
19 Enteritis __ _ __ __ __ __ 2 3 — 1 __ __ — — — —

Dysentery — __ __ — — - 1 3 1 2 2 1 2 — — — —
*• Anohylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo- 

denalis 3 6 1 , 1 __ __ __
Cancer __ __ __ __ 3 7 1 ' 1 __ '-- — — — —

I®- Phthisis __ 1 __ __ 1 1 10 18 3 6 3 3 — 1 1 1
• Other Tuberculous Diseases __ __ __ __ ---  , — — — — — — — — — ---  ■■ —

, '• Anaemia __ __ __ — 1 — — 4 — — — — — — — —
Diabetes Mellitus .. __ __ _ __ — 1 5 — 2 — 1 — — — __ —

f *• Convulsions _ __ __ __ — 1 6 8 ' 6 1 4 3 ■--- — 1 —
i?®- Tetanus __ — __ __ — — 1 — 3 — 1 — — — — —
fi- Bronchitis _ . __ I __ — — 4 5 — 1 — — — — __ __
“■ Pneumonia 1 — — — ---  . 1 13 19 5- 5 5 1 — 1 4 1
"• Other Diseases of' the Respiratory 

System __ __ — — 3 1 __ 1 __ 1 _
*• Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 

,?■ Puerperal Eclampsia ..
Puerperal Septicaemia*.
Miscarriage

“8, Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth

_ __ __
2 1

—
3 3 1 1 o 1 1 — —

— — — — '-- — .-- 5 — — — 1 — ---- _| _
— — — — — — — — — — — — _ ' — __
— — — — — — — 3 — 1 1 __

Starvation — — — — — — — — __ ___ __
Accidents and Negligence — — — — — — 9 1 — __ i __
Homicide — — — — — — — — __ __
Suicide — — — — — — — __ __
Execution

’*• All Other Causes 1 3 2 2 S 1
3

41 44, 11 .7 7 10 2 4 6 —

H. BOSS COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, OEXLON.


